



No compromise! 


The Debt Crisis 


10th May Three banks in 
Leicester were the focus for 
protests about the High Street 
Banks’ involvement in the 
continuing 3rd World Debt 
Crisis. About 60 activists 
dressed as chickens, parrots, 
tomatoes, and various other 
animals and vegetables wan- 
dered into Lloyds, Barclays 
and Midland and chained 
themselves inside the banks 
Others handed out leaflets, 
fixed banners and banged 
drums. All three banks were 
closed early and Lloyds was 
occupied until demands and 
questions faxed to head of- 
fice were answered. Lloyd’s 
involvement in the destruc- 
tive Grande Carajas project 
in Amazonia was made pub- 
lic for the first time, and infor- 
mation was obtained sug- 
gesting that Barclays involve- 
ment in 3rd World Debt is 
much larger than sharehold- 
ers have been led to believe. 
Another action is planned 
July 9th in Nottingham, 
workshops on 8th July. Con- 
tact LEAF for further details 
on 0533 621 2317. For infor- 
mation on the debt crisis con- 
tact Lloyds and Midland Boy- 
cott, c/o Manchester Univer- 
sity Students Union, Oxford 
Road, Manchester, M139PR 
tel: 061 275 2930. 


SKYE BRIDGE 


ACTION CAMP 


D espite a court interdict protestors managed to disrupt 
work on the 2nd June - the first of a series of days of 
action planned for the summer. People climbed 
around all over the place, up tower cranes, over 
excavators, along cables and on to work barges. Two 
inflatable dinghies blocked contractors’ vessels. Contractors 
tried to ram the boats and even attacked a boat being used 
by the press. Eight .activists were arrested, and placed on 
ridiculous bail conditions not to go within 5 miles of the 
construction site. There is a lot of local support forthis action 
in Skye. A new camp has been set up and the next day of 
action is planned for the 30th June. Further information from 
Oxford EF! Actions will continue ail summer until this bridge 
Is stopped! 


The 15th May International 
Day of Traffic Action was the 

biggest ever this year, dem- 
onstrating the growing de- 
mand for building climate al- 
liances between countries of 
the north with those of the 
south. The day of action 
highlighted the inequality in 
C0 2 emissions between 
north and south. Ten actions 
took place in Britain, 
focussing on local problems 
with a global overview. Ac- 
tions took place in Birming- 
ham, Bury St. Edmonds, Ed- 
inburgh, Leeds, London, New- 
castle, Norwich, Oxford, Win- 
chester and Worthing. Ac- 
tions also took place in over 
50 countries including Bang- 
ladesh, Sweden, Sierra 
Leone, Trinidad, Uganda.... 
For more details contact Re- 
claim the Streets Action Net- 
work, 071 737 0100. 


. I FRACTION 

A ship action aiming to block- 
ade shipments of mahogany 
is planned for the near future , 
as part of the UK Mahogany 
Campaign. The port is as yet 
not determined. Anyone 
wanting to help with the or- 
ganisation of this action, or 
for further details please 
phone 0865 201706. 


European 
Summit 
21st -22nd 
June 


Twyford 

Down 
3rd July 


Partnerships 

for Change 
20-22nd 
September 


Earth First! 

Gathering 
1 1th-12th 
September 
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Twyford Rising 


1st -3rd May A weekend of 
Beltane madness. Work 
stopped on three sites by 
150 people. Many machines 
mysteriously break down in 
sympathy with the plight of 
the landscape. 

2?nd May Operation Green-r 
fly! A hugely succesful action 
with 200 protestors peace- 
fully occupying the site of a 
temporary bailey bridge as- 
sembly, despite a huge po- 
lice and Group 4 presence. 
When activists politely re- 
fused police requests to come 

down off the bridge they were 
arrested and dragged away 
one at a time. 52 were ar- 
rested in total and charged 
with public order offences. 
Massive media coverage! 
High Court Injunction On 
26th May, Mrs Justice 
Ebsworth made orders for an 
"Interim Interlocutary Injunc- 
tion" on 74 protestors. It 
forbids them to protest on or 
near the M3 destruction site. 
The temporary orders are de- 
signed to "safeguard" the 
work sites against further 
"nuisance" until 21st July 
the first day of the three day 
hearing. Please come and 
support the defenders of the 
Down! 


The protests atTwyford have 
already cost Tarmac £1.76 
million -a clear statement to 
construction firms not to 
take on environmentally de- 
structive work. 

Future actions: 

16th June A medicine man 
from the Lakota indigenous 
nation of North America wants 
to meet everyone fighting for 
our ancient spiritual heritage. 
He wants to perform rituals, 
perhaps in Oxleas Wood, to 
awaken the land and the war- 
rior spirit in us all. Contact 
Twyford Down Alert for confir- 
mation. 

3rd July A massive action 
planned to get everyone on 
the injunction (and 3,000 oth- 
ers) to defy the legal system 
which fails to enforce its laws 
to protect the land yet pun- 
ishes those who stand up to 
the planet wreckers. Stuff 
the injunction! 

Summer Camp A week long 
Summer action camp one or 
two weeks after Glastonbury 
at a place to be confirmed.... 
Twyford Down Alert have 
moved - please note the new 
number. 

Contact Twyford Down Alert 
for further details: 0703 
611561 


Rail 

not 

Roads 

National march and rally be- 
ing organised by ALARM UK 
as part of its campaign 
against the Government’s 
£20 billion National 
Roabuilding Programme. 
Bring your banners, your 
music, your songs... or just 
yourselves! Saturday 26th 
June. Assemble at the De- 
partment of Transport, 2 
Marsham Street, SW1 at 
1 1 .30am and march through 
London to Euston forthe "Rail 
not Roads" rally. For more 
information ring 071 737 
6641. 

T e s c o 
Action 

25th May To protest at the 
opening of the notorious 
Golden Hill Tesco superstore 
actions were held in Bristol. 
Tescos hired 200 Group 4 
security guards for two 
weeks to prevent actions 
taking place. Undeterred, 
about 1 00 protestors turned 
up and several attempted to 
re-integrate the store into 
its environment by cover- 
ing the site with manure 
and leaves, resulting in eight 
arrests. A local boycott and 
picket is proving very 
succesful and the campaign 
will continue in strength. 
Meanwhile Manchester EF! 
did a trolley run in their local 
Tescros. After loading the 
trolleys with the crap that is 
on sale in Tescos, some 
were abandonded while oth- 
ers were fed through the 
checkout. Once the bill was 
added up the EF!ers refused 
to pay in solidarity with 
Golden Hill. There is a lot of 
sympathy for the environ- 
mental cause against 
Tescos, even from people 
who work there. Leaflets 
advertising free food have 
spontaneously appeared at 
new store openings. Bar 
codes have mysteriously 
changed on expensive items 
to read out very cheap 
prices. It is rumoured that 
outbreaks of cockroaches 
may soon be common in 
Tescos stores. Tescos plan 
to build one new superstore 
per month - don't wait for 
future days of action! 



Valley of the ASPE 


Since the court case in Pau on 2nd December 1992 
declaring the road works illegal, an Environmental Im- 
pact Assessment has been carried out. This states that 
"the improvements to the road and the building of the 
tunnel do not constitute in any way the key to the 
survival of the bears" ! Work is due to restart on the road 
in June. Ecotopia (1st to 21st August) will be in an 
adjacent valley and actions are planned from there in the 
Valley of the Aspe. For information on Ecotopia, contact 
Bureau Ecotopia, Maleychard d’en Bas, 09350 Castex, 
France tel: 01033-61 69 85 53. For information on the 
campaign in general contact Oxford EF!, and for news 
from the Valley, contact Eric Petetin, La Goutte D’Eau, 
Cette Eygun, F-64490, France tel: 01033-59 34 78 83. 
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SOS Roads 

In Oxford local opposition is 
growing to the North Oxford 
bypass and the Barton by- 
pass. An umbrella group 
called "SOS Roads" has been 
formed with huge local sup- 
port to oppose both roads. A 
vote in a recent Council meet- 
ing was almost 100% in fa- 
vour of a motion opposing 
the roads. ___ 


Wensum Valley 

1st August Andersons 
Meadow, NORWICH. To 
promote the Wensum Valley 
and protect it from a pro- 
posed road, the Save 
Wensum Valley Campaign 
will be holding a third "Music 
on the Line". Bands, acous- 
tic tent, Reindeer Brewery, 
stalls, buskers, jugglers, food 
etc. and 4 to 5,000 people! 
Further details from Mark 
Simon, 39 Exchange Street, 
Norwich NR2 1DP. 


Green 

Revolution 

13th to 16th August Sum- 
mer camp to work out tactics 
and strategy for the forth- 
coming revolution. To be 
held at Glovers Bridge, Grigg 
Lane, Headcorn, Kent. 
FREE! Contact Derek 0225 
412628 for further details. 


Earth 

First! 

Gathering 

7th - 10th May The EF! 
gathering finally hap- 
pened, in May, in Leices- 
ter. It was desperately 
needed, brilliantly organ- 
ised by LEAF, and a splen- 
did time was had by all. 
Full details of decisions 
reached will be published 
in the next issue of "Do 
or Die", available from 
South Downs EFI. 

One decision made very 
easily was that we need 
to hold gatherings more 
frequently - the next gath- 
ering will be on the 11th 
and 12th of September 
at Earthworm In Shrop- 
shire. Contact Notts 
FIN/EF! for further de- 
tails. 



I 





limbmet 

24th May A protest at 
Timbmet timber yard in Ox- 
ford took the campaign to 
ban Mahogany a step fur- 
ther. Brazilian TV, filming at 
the action, broadcast foot- 
age of Timbmet’ s owner de- 
claring that "life in Brazil is 
chbap" - showing the people 
in the South the attitude of 
the North’s capitalist 
scumbag traders. The sta- 
tion's phonelines were 
jammed and protests erupted 
in Brazil as a result. It was a 
long, sweaty, tiring day - and 
tempers frayed. The demo 
highlighted a few problems 
and omissions in the organi- 
sation of the action, from 
concensus decision making 
to facilitation on the day. 
(Things to be discussed fur- 
ther in "Do or Die" and at the 
next gathering, perhaps?) 
However, good things were 
acheived: media coverage 
was excellent and the yard, 
and its nerve-centre the of- 
fice, were totally shut down 
for the day. The pressure 
must be maintained to push 
the message home: 
MAHOGANY IS MURDERI 

Clayoquot 

Sound 

|1 st July International Day of 
Protest in support of 
jciayoquot Sound, Canada. 
Action planned outside 
Canada House in London - if 
jyou can’t make it to London,! 
you can plan local support! 
Actions. Please contact Nityai 
at Earth ARC (0865201 706) 
for further information, leaf-! 
jets and materials. " l j 

mahogany 
action week 

7th June to 14th June Part 
of the UK Mahogany Cam- 
paign in support of the Brazil- 
ian coalition against the ma- 
hogany trade. A week of 
actions around the country 
aiming to get the message 
over to the public that Ma- 
hogany is Murder. Actions 
will include trolley runs in Dl Y 
stores, timber yard block- 
ades, furniture shop disrup- 
tion, fasts, vigils etc. - it’s up 
to youl Further information 
on the Mahogany Campaign 
on 0865 201706. 


Partnerships for 
keepingthingsvery 
much the same 

20-22 September. This is 
one of John Major's com 
mitments made at the Rio 
Summit last June. ’Global 
Forum 94’ will be the final 
extravaganza, to be held in 
June 1994. Partnerships 
for Change is a three day 
conference at Manchester 
Town Hall with three 
themes: sustainable com- 
munities, sustainable 
enterprize and sustainable 
citizenship. None of the 
issues we care about will be 
mentioned. Manchester EF! 
is inviting all radical envi- 
ronmentalists to come to 
Manchester and 

monkeywrench the hell out 
of the conference. Accom- 
modation for about 500 and 
food at cost price will be 
provided. Manchester EF! 
is asking groups to come 
with their own affinity 
groups and ideas, although 
they do have one or two 
ideas of their own. The 
action number is 061 225 
7128. Manchester EF! 
wants the biggest assem- 
bly of radicals, Hunt Sabs, 
Animal Rights, Dongas, 
EFIers, Peace activists ever 
seen in one piece - so net- 
work everywhere. 

LEVITT HAGG WOOD 

Doncaster EF! has appealed for 
help, actions, media etc. to save 
Levitt Hagg Wood from a land fill 
plan. The site is apparently not 
sound - it is fissured with cracks, 
and there is a river below it... 
Further details from Doncaster 
EF! - messages can be left for 
Dennis on 0302 739 514. 


Yeovil A30 

An alteration to the A30 at 
Yeovil is planned to route the 
road along the bank of the 
River Yeo to meet a 
Sainsbury in a greenfield at 
the foot of an Ancient Hill. 
South Somerset EF! are 
currently working with the 
community to lay foundations 
for the campaign which will 
get more and more radical as 
time goes on.... 


STOP PRESS .... 

Black Downs A303 public en- 
quiry will take place forthe whole 
of September and first two 
weeks of October, In Honlton. 
Details South Somerset EFI 

Whatley 

Quarry 

A campaign against the huge 
ARC quarry in the Mendips. 
"Mendip Hills not Mendip 
Holes"! Stone from the quarry 
is taken to Twyford Down as 
part of the government’s plan 
to destroy Britain. An action 
in February succesfully dis- 
rupted work for the day and 
resulted in 30 arrests - no 
charges were pressed and 
all are now sueing for wrong- 
ful arrest and wrongful deten 
tion. Next action planned 
for 28th June. Contact South 
Somerset EFI tel: 0935 
33493. 


univiuriM 



1 70 trees, Including 200 year 
old elms and oaks, in 
Jesmond Dene are threat- 
ened by the proposed 
Cradlewell bypass. Newcas- 
tle EF! are planning to oc- 
cupy trees to defend them 
against the bulldozers. Any- 
one with experience of tree 
sitting - advice and tips 
please! Baxter Wood, the 
ancient wood on the River 
Browney is also under threat 
from the proposed Durham 
bypa ss. Actions planned. 

Oxleas Wood 


10th May saw the coming together 
of a wide range of environmental 
groups under the banner of ’The 
Oxleas Alliance’. The Alliance is 
dedicated to defending Oxleas 
Wood, aSSSI, and stopping the road 
that threatens it - the East London 
River Crossing (ELRC). 

ELRC threatens the 8,000 year old 
woodland ol Oxleas, neighbouring 
Shepherdieas Wood, 240homes and 
five other invaluable open spaces 
in South London. 

The alliance consists of People 
Against the River Crossing (the local 
group), The Alliance Against 
RoadbuikJing • ALARM UK, Friends 
of the Earth, WWF UK, London Cy- 
cling Campaign, London Wildlife 
Trust, Royal Society for Nature Con- 
servation and Earth First! 

The Alliance is organising a ’Beat 
the Bulldozer’ pledge. Already 2,500 
people have pledged to be there if 
the bulldozers move in on Oxleas. 
The Alliancehas set a large! of 10,000 
pledgees (or the largest peaceful 
direct action ever! 

Eleven days after the launch of the 
alliance the British Road Federation 
announced its plan to save Oxleas 
Wood. This is worth noting, as the 
BRF (a powerful lobby group whose 
membership includes thousands of 
companies such as Tarmac) has 
until recently extolled the necessity 
and importance of an ELRC through 
Oxleas. Contact PARC, 10 


Greenway, Chislehurst, Kent, BR7 
6JE, or Brixton EF! - order pledge 
forms on 071 737 0100. 



21st - 22nd June The European Summit will be held in Copenhagen 
and protests are planned to raise environmental issues in the minds 
of the Eurocrats and generally cause mayhem and chaos, non-violently 
and peacefully of course. What do these Euro MPs do? Previous 
European actions have disrupted press conferences and got on the 
telly. Maybe it will sink in to these braindead politicians that we have 
a problem. Details of actions planned and travel arrangements etc 
from Brixton EF! on 071 737 0100. 
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if you want to be included or need to 
amend your contact, please write to 
Oxford EF! , Box E, ±±± Magdalen Road, 
Oxford 0X4- IRQ tel 0365 201706 


All* Valley EF! 

6 Reginald View 
Chapelt own 
Leeds IS 7 3HR 
0532 628 812 

Arun EF! 

Ecotopia 
1 York Road 
Little ham pt on 
West Sussex 
0903 717 746 

BathEF! 

9 Hardens Close 
Chippenham 
Wiltshire SN15 3AA 
0249 650 078 

Birmingham EF! 

31 Station Road 
Kings Heath 
Birmingham B14 7SS 
021441 2047 


Biackmore Vale EF! 
Agricult ur* House 
Bath Road 
Sturminster Newton 
Dorset DT10 1DU 

Bradford EF! 

Ethical Consumer So- 
ciety 

2 Klrkbum Place 
Bradford BD7 2BZ 
Yorkshire 

Brixton EF! 

PO Box 1593 
London SW9 8LT 
071 737 0100 
fax: 071737 4320 

Caledonian Green Clr- 
c!q 

146 Earl Street 
Scotstoun 
Glasgow G14 
0419501983 

Cambridge EF! 

282 MliTRoad 
Cambridge 
0223 249 410 


Camelot EF! 
c/o 10 Nelson Road 
Winchester 
Hampshire S023 8QF 

Dart Valley EF! 
c/o Swan 
PO Box 11 
Buckfastlelgh 
Devon 

Doncaster EF! 

33 Lonsdale 


c/o 3 
House 


Queen’sBerry Road 
Intake 

Doncaster DN2 6QT 

East Hampshire EF! 
Bam Place 
Rake Road 
Use 

Hampshire GU33 7HA 
0730 894 970 

Green Anarchist 
Box H 

111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 0X4 IRQ 

Green Revolution 
PO Box 845 
Bristol BS9S5HQ 

The GreenHouse 
48 Bethel Street 
Norwich 
Norfolk 

0603 631 007 
fax: 0603 666 879 

Hastings EF! 

14 Everaley Crescent 
St Leonards 
East Sussex 

Hull EFI 

354 Endlike Lane 
Hull 

South Yorkshire HUB 
8AD 

0482 858 007 


lichen Valley EFI 
19 Elm Road 
Winchester 
Hampshire S022 5AQ 

Lancaster University 
Green Action 
Students Union 
Lancaster University 
Bowiand Annexe 
Bailri££ 

Lancaster LA14YT 
0524 35180 

LEAF 

c/o 70 High Street 
Leicester Til 5YP 
0533 531 105 
fax: 0533 621 986 


London Greenpeace 
5 Caledonian Road 
Kings Cross 
Lonacm N1 
071 837 7557 

Maidstone EFI 
PO Box 263 
Maidstone 
Kent ME17 3PW 
0622 754 017 

Manchester EF! 
Department 29 
1 Newton Street 
Piccadilly 

Manchester Ml 1HW 
061 225 7128 

Merseyside EF!/ 
Green Action 
PO Box 187 
160 Mount Pleasant 
Liverpool L69 7BR 
051 735 0350 

Mid-Glamorgan EF! 
Ton Glas 
Ewenny Road 
Brigend 
Mid-Glamorgan 
Wales CF35 SAP 
0656 652 645 


Mid-Somerset EFI 
PO Box 23 
5 High Street 
Glastonbury 
Somerset BA6 9PB 
0458 831 545 

Newcastle EFI 
9 Elsdon Road 
Gosforth 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

NE31HY 

091 284 2317 

North Downs EFI 
Centre for Environ- 
mental Information 
24 Rose berry Road 
Che am 

Surrey SM12BW 
081 642 3030 

Northampton EFI 
8 Cranbrook Road 
Northampton NN26JT 
0604 718 481 

Notts RN/EFI 
Box EF! 

180 Mansfield Road 
Nottingham 

Oxford EF! 

Box E 

111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 1X4 IRQ 
0865 201 706 
fax: 0865 202 706 


.. -- Jing EFI 
Box 56 Rising Sun 
institute 
30 Silver Street 
Reading RG1 2ST 
0734 886 788 

Reclaim the Streets 
Action Network 
PO Box 1593 
London SW9 8LT 
071 737 0100 


Sheffield EFI 
c/o Green Movement 
Students Union 
University of Sheffield 
Western Bank 
Sheffield S10 2TG 
0742 660 894 

South Cornwall EF! 

11 New Street 
Troon 
Camboume 
Cornwall 

South Downs EFI 
c/o Prior House 
Tilbury Place 
Brighton BN2 2GY 
0273 683 205 
fax: 0273 667 703 
(attn G!SU) 

South Somerset EF! 

12 Westfield Grove 
Yeovil 
Somerset 

093$ 33493 

Tamar Valley EF! 
UoSPU (P) 

Drake Circus 

Plymouth 

Devon 

Wolves EF! 

c/o Wolves Hunt Sabs 

Box H 

Wolves University Stu- 
dent Union 
Wulfruna Street 
Wolverhampton 


This action u, 

prepared In Oxford, and 
printed in Manchester. 

In future It Is hoped 
that it will be edited 
by different EFI groups 
around the country. 
For the time being how- 
ever please sendln any 
news of actions large 
or small to Oxford EF! 

Please write with com- 
ments suggestions 
abuse etc. Letters will 
not be published, at 
least while the Action 
Update is In its present 
form, but comments 
will be noted and hope- 
fully Incorporated In 
future editions.... 

The purpose of the 
Action Update is to 
report on non-violent 
direct actions happen- 
ing around the coun- 
try at any time and to 
publicise forthcoming 
actions. This is for 
entertainment pur- 
poses only and we s ug- 
gest that as a result of 
reading this action 
update you sit around 
and do absolutely noth- 
ing. Just watch the 
planet dying. More de- 
tail on the issues in- 
volved will be covered 
by "Do or Die", avail- 
able from South Downs 
EFI, c/o Prior House, 
6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton BN2 2GY. 

Thanks to everyone 
who sent stuff In for 
this issue. The next 
issue will appear when 
we have enough copy, 
so send photos and an 
tides to Oxford EF! 
NOW! 

No compromise! 


tli e ef! action update.. TT 

0?TK?Tart!^Sff‘ActK>r^5p3ate7Her^i^twopounds^ 


to 


subscme 

Name : 

Address : 


OK! Money grabbing parasites. 
First? Movement £ 


Here is an additional donation to the Earth 

^^JChegue^ga^abl^t^^F^Act^r^Ugdate^ 


from: Oxford EF! Box E 111 Magdalen Road Oxford 0X4 IRQ 


If this box has been ticked you 
are on the mailing list. If not 
and you would like to continue 
to receive the Action Update 
please fill out the subsciption 
form on this page 
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STOLEN 

PROPERTY 

10th July Environmental 
activists removed mahogany 
furniture from Bonds store, a 
branch of the John Lewis 
Partnership in Norwich, took the 
furniture to the police station 
and handed it to the police, 
reporting it as stolen property 
Despite written evidence of 
illegal extraction of mahogany 
from indigenous people’s lands 
in Brazil, the women were 
arrested, strip searched and 
detained for 6 hours, before 
they were released without 
charge. The three activists 
immediately returned to the 
police station. Thistimethe new 
inspector on duty agreed to look 
into their claim on the basis that 
handling goods taken illegally 
from another country is 
considered a crime under 


reclaim 
the land! 

Sunday 4th July. 100 

police, security guards and 
Tarmac workers faced 500 
activists. Several people 
broke the Department of 
T ransport’s injunction, which 
had been gained two days 
before in the High Court at a 
cost of several hundred 
thousand pounds. Along with 
500 other demonstrators the 
injunctees entered the site. 
Earlier they had formed a 
human chain around the site 
perimeter for a minute’s 
silence as a Requiem for the 
Lost Landscape. 

Those who broke the 
injunction may now face 
prison sentences and some 
may choose to go on a hunger 
strike. Others may go on 
non-custodial hunger strikes 
in support. All this will need 
support. 

The Department of Roads 
said during the High Court 
hearing that it will be pursuing 
a claim for £1.9 million in 
damages. The injunctees 
may be held "jointly and 
severally liable" - ie one of 
the injunctees may be held 
liable forthe actions of others 
they may never even have 
met. This is a peculiar judicial 
system we are operating 
under.... 

Contact Twyford Down Alert 
on 0703 61 1 561 for further 
information on the continuing 


OXLEAS WOOD SAVED! 

The government has dropped its £300 million plans to 
drive a road through Oxieas Wood in south-east London. 
THIS ISA MASSIVE VICTORY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
MOVEMENT IN THIS COUNTRY! The Department of 
Roads announced that ( the scheme was designed 
many years ago, and no longer meets our strict 
environmental criteria’(!!!). The decision was obviously 
nothing to do with over a year’s direct action at Twyford 
Down, the formation of the Oxieas Alliance (see EF! AU 
no 4), or the fact that 3,000 people had signed a pledge 
to "Beat the Bulldozers". 

The bad news is that the DoT proposes to introduce a 
new scheme, which may be privately financed. One 
possibility is a deep-bored tunnel linking the Thames 
and the A2. A competition may be held to design a 
bridge across the Thames. The scheme will be starting 
from scratch but the DoT still envisages that the road 
will be operational by the year 2001. 

The Oxieas Alliance still plans to hold a mass rally at 
Oxieas Wood on Sunday 31st July to re-launoh the 
"Beat the Bulldozer" pledge, and to celebrate this 
victory. Another important focus of the day will be to 
show our determination to fight any alternative road 
schemes the DoT may come up with. Campaigns 
against other road schemes around the country will 
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Faslane 

Jesmond Dene 

NVDAWeekend 

Oxieas Wood 

Peace Camp 

Newcastle 

20th-22nd 

Celebration 

20th Sept 

NOW! 

August 

31st July 
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9th July. Notts EF! co-ordinated another bank action in Nottingham 
city centre. Lots of people in suits wandered around inside Barclays 
and Lloyds banks, decorating the place with banners, entertaining 
customers and staff with drumming and singing, and with loud pop 
music on a ghetto blaster. The message was succesf ully delivered 
to hundreds of bank users that it was much quieter at the Co-op 
Bank The bank mangers were agitated, upset and distressed. 
Questions were faxed to head office and answers received before 
the protesters left for a cup of tea- 

For information on the debt crisis contact Lloyds and Midland 
Boycott, c/o Manchester University Students Union, Oxford Road, 
Manchester, Ml 3 9PR fel ; d61 275 2930. 


A VISIT TO THE 



On 6th July, 17 women 
climbed over the wall of 
Buckingham Palace garden 
in order to raise the issue of 
Britain's nuclear testing on 
the Shoshone people’s lands 
in America. As British citizens 
we are all responsible for the 
actions of the government: 
silence equals complicity. 
The media reported it as a 
test of Buckingham Palace’s 
security. 



VMenching 

The Malaysian Timber Industry was 
recently successfully taken to the 
Advertising Standards Authority. 
Their daim that the Malaysian Forests 
are "One of the Best Conserved in the 
World" k clearly nonsense, and the 
advert has now been withdrawn. 
Apparently FineWood marketing, 
based in Brighton, have a 70,000ha 
concession m Sarawak, and are a 
significant importer of Malaysian 
timber to Britain. 

ALICE IN 
TARMACLAND 

Tarmac AGM 1 6th July This 
year Tarmac's AGM was 
considerably more 

interesting than usual. The 
meeting was attended by 
shareholders with a 
conscience, who raised 
embarrassing questions 
relating to Tarmac's 
environmental policy, 
particularly relating to the 
hideous mess they have 
made of Twyford Down. At 
one stage, however, the Chair 
decreed that questions could 
only be asked after the vote. 
"Sentence first verdict 
afterwards”. Dreadlocks 
were banned from the 
meeting. Nevertheless many 
points were raised to prick 
consciences. Sir Eric 
Poultain, Chairman (sic) of 
Tarmac, stated that "we all 
respect the environment, we 
have to live in it"(! !!). This 
year’s AGM lasted well over 
an hour, seriously interrupting 
the rich and powerful ones' 
drinking time. Security for 
the meeting was carried out 
by Group 4. Further details of 
Group 4's involvement at 
Twyford Down can be obtained 
on Freephone 0800 440 000. 


Wliatley 

iluarry 

12th July 1993 Another action 
protesting at proposals to enlarge 
Whatley Quarry to eat even further 
into the Mendips (see EF! AU no 4). 
Whatley Quarry is owned by Lord 
Hanson of multinational 
conglomerate HANSON TRUST. 
Environment Secretary John Gummer 
is expected to announcewithin weeks 
whether the extension to Whatley 
Quarry can go ahead. Quarrying in 
the South West is set to increase by 
40% by 201 1 . Further information 
and details of future actions from 
South Somerset EF! 0935 33493. 


SWORDS INTO 
PLOUGHSHARES 

On 6th January Chris Cole 
walked into the British 
Aerospace factory in 
Stevenage and allegedly 
caused £500,000 of damage 
to military aircraft nosecones 
and other aircraft. He was 
released from Bedford Prison 
on strict bail conditions on 
22nd June (he has to obey a 
9pm - 7 am curfew, attend his 
local police station 5 days a 
week and not go onto any 
BAe property). His trial is set 
for 4th October at Luton 
Crown Court. Further 
information from BAe 
Ploughshares, c/o NVRN 1 62 
Holloway Road, London N7, 
0865 201687. 


NVDA 

Skills 

Woekerafl 

Let’s get our shit together. 
20th - 22nd August, Oxford 

Feedback from Timbmet has 
suggested that it would be a 
good idea if the movement 
had preparation in group 
decision-making, facilitation 
etc. So here it is! 20th-22nd 
August: a weekend of 
nonviolence preparation and 
groupwork for radical 
environmental groups. 
Sessions will include: 
approaches to non-violence, 
affinity groups, role-playing, 
games, concensus, 
facilitation, sharing of 
experiences. First we will go 
through the preparation for 
an ‘imaginary’ action, then 
reflect on what we’ve learned 
and take some elements 
further. We will try to include 
anything requested when 
booking. It would be great if 
people from each group could 
come. This, is important! 
We need to get organised ! 
Money will be available 
towards travel costs, and 
accommodation and food 
provided. Please commit 
yourself to attending the 
whole weekend: 8pm Friday 
to 5pm Sunday. Details and 
booking from Oxford EF! 


mahogany 
action week 

On Saturday 14thJune,aspart 
of the Mahogany Action Week, 
Manchester EF! re-visited 
Texas DIY. The continual lack 
of reponse to a set of highly 
reasonable demands 

concerning the cessation of 
the destruction of irreplacable 
ecd-systems and 

communities, lead to a slightly 
more insane action. A stencil 
bearing the slogan 'DEAD 
R Al N FOR EST' was made and 
the message liberally painted 
over mahogany in the store. 
The police arrived with six vans 
and three cars! The artist was 
arrested along with another 
protester (for glueing a 
factually correct information 
leaflet to a mahogany table). 
All charges were dropped. 
Other activities included 
leafletting, talking to 
customers, trolley runs, 
movingtimberaroundthe store 
and re-labeling bar codes 
Protesters were eventually 
ejected and were able to 
continue the protest outside. 
The cost to Texas DIY, was 
'thousands of pounds' 
according to their own staff. 
Manchester EF! have 
subsequently been contacted 
by Texas head office and 
asked riot to do it again. 
Norfolk Friends of the Earth 
organised a vigil and fast 
outside Bonds Department 
Store in Norwich. They are 
demanding that the parent 
company, John Lewis 
Partnership, suspend the 
purchase of Brazilian 
Mahogany immediately. The 
vigil started with a 1 1 day fast 
by Mark Simon which ended 
on Jurie 12th. Since then the 
last and vigil has been 
continued in relay. If you would 
like to help please contact 
Norfolk FoE on 0603 625 394 
Meanwhile in Brazil the 
Parakana Indians who live in 
the Apyterewa reserve took 
justice into their own hands 
and destroyed all logging 
equipment and installations left 
inside the reserve. IntheXicrim 
reserve the loggers attempted 
to invade Indian lands but were 
stopped by FUNAI and the 
Federal Police. 

Things are hotting up. The 
pressure must be kept up on 
the timber industry to stop this 
murderous trade. Further 
information on the mahogany 
campaign on 0865 201706. 
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FASLANE 
PEACE CAMP 

Monday 20th September 

Royal Navy Armament Depot, 
Coulport is the store for Britain’s 
submarine launched nuclear 
weapons. Nuclear warheads 
are transported there monthly 
from Burghfield in the South of 
England. The MoD owns 3,000 
acres of land in Coulport ravaged 
for nothing other than sheer 
overkill. 

PROTEST. The aim is to 
blockade base traffic and delay 
work at the depot. Weekend 
workshops and training will take 
place. Food and child minding 
will be catered for. 

For further information contact: 
Faslane peace camp, 
Helensburgh, Dumbartonshire, 
Scotland, G84 8NT. tel. 0436 
820 901. 


GATHERING 

iThe next gathering will 
{be on the 1 1th and 12th 
jof September al 
{Earthworm, in 

{Shropshire. Contact 
{Nottingham EF! foi 
further details on 0602 
508073 


NO Mil LINK 

Peaceful Occupation Protest 
Green Man Rounadabout 
Leytonstone Ell. 17th July. 

The spirit of Twyford Down 
has reached Leytonstone. 
The Mil link would divide 
East London and destroy 
communities and homes in 
its path Squatters are 
urg ently needed to fill 
homes as. they become 
vacant. For information on 
all aspects of the anti-Mil 
campaign contact PO Box 
956, Leytonstone Delivery 
Office, 6 Joseph Ray Road, 
London Ell 1AA. Phone 
081 556 4111 for further 
details. 


PARTNERSHIPS 
FOR CHANGE 

20th - 22nd September 

Massive action in Manchester 
to show our contempt at the 
government's environmental 
bollocks. See EF! AU No 4. 

Contact Manchester EF! 061 
225 7128. 


NO ROADS WALK 

18th - 25th September. 

People are needed to join this 
walk round all the road 
schemes in the north west. 
This will include an unofficial 
visit to Partnerships for Change 
(see below). Contact Walk 
for the Earth 0422 844 710. 


JESMONDDENE 

FLOWERPOT 

TRIBE 

12th July 1993. A day of action in 
defiance of Newcastle City 
Council’s injunction stopping 
"people unknown" from trepassing 
on the construction site resulted in 
1 4 arrests. The road is £1 2 million 
worth of folly and would destroy 
around 170 trees. Onlypeliminary 
works have started so far. Tree 
houses have already been 
constructed in several trees and 
activists are already living in some 
of the trees. The presence of the 
Flowerpot T ribe camp successfully 
deterred the council from moving 
in with chainsaws, but a 24 hour 
eviction notice was served on 1 6th 
July. More tree sitters are 
urgently needed now! Contact 
Newcastle EF! 091 276 2493, for 
latest details. 


WALK FOR 
THE EARTH 

27th - 30th August "small 
green forum" in beautiful 
Yorkshire countryside: 
relaxation, networking, fun, 
walking, plus local public 
event on the 30th. Contact 
0422 844 710. 



The Wensum Valley near 
Norwich is threatened by a link 
to the Norwich Northern Relief 
Road, one of three (!!!) ring 
roads planned by Norfolk 
County Council. The Save 
Wensum Valley campaign is 
holding a festival called “ Music 
on the Line" with bands, stalls, 
festivities and a chance to see 
the Wensum Valley itself. It 
takes place at Anderson’s 
Meadows from 1 1 am till 7pm 
on Sunday 1st August. 

An action camp is planned to 
be set up in the Autumn to save 
the Wyndham Valley from the 
proposed Al 1 widening. For 
details contact N.E.N. on 0603 
765 434. 


ROADS NEWS 

Birmingham Northern Relief 
Road This controversial road 
scheme is presently under 
consultation prior to a public 
enquiry (expected laterthisyear). 
This would become the first 
stretch of motorway in the country 
to be built and financed by the 
private sector. 

M25 wldenlngs As well as huge 
roadworks indicating that work is 
already well underway on some 
stretches. ...consultation recently 
closed on the first stage of the 
planned widening of the M25 to 
14 lanes. The DoT received 
10,000 letters of objection and 8 
letters of support. 

Salisbury bypass The public 
enquiry into the planned Salisbury 
bypass is dragging on owing to 
vast numbers of objections, to 
the evident disapointment of the 
DoT, who had hoped it would be 
over by now! 

Tin Hat bypass Oxford£40 million 
more that the DoT wants to waste 
on roads that are neither needed 
nor wanted. Douglas Hurd has 
written to the Roads Minister 
pointing out that 'the financial 
and environmental objections are 
very strong’. 


DEVON ROADS 
MADNESS 

In the West Country, a road project is 
looming which threatens to damage 
local communities and devastate tne 
environment (destroying an ancient 
woodland, an area of species-rich 
wetland, and habitats for wildlife, 
including badger sets). The A30/303 
road 'improvement' is being passed off 
as a scheme to relieve traffic congestion 
on an already existing road, reduce air 

f (Dilution ana accidents etc etc. Sound 
amiliar? A coalition of groups is 
opposing the project, including Somerset 
FoE, CPRE, South Somerset EF! and ihe 
Trust for Nature Conservation. 
Opponents of the Marsh-Honiton stretch 
of the road (Public Enauiry pending this 
aulumn), are appealing tor support 
and information from groups in the 
West Country region. If you can help, or 
want further information, please contact 
them at: Hanson's Farm, Upottery, 
Honiton, Devon, EX14 9PF. 


SKYE 

BRIDGE 

Thecampaign is currently under 
review. It is hoped to build up 
support in Scotland. Further 
actions will be happening. 
Contact Oxford EF! for further 
details 0865 201 706. 



Valley of the ASPE 


The Valley of the Aspe, after a brief reprieve from the bulldozers, is again 
under threat. Works on the road that will rip through the Pyrenean 
widemess, home to the last bears in France , could start any day. The court 
decision declaring the works illegal was reversed on 7th July following a 
farcical Public Enquiry and Environmental Impact Assessment. Eric 
Petetin, one of the most active campaigners in the Valley, has been 
imprisoned until March next year. Actions and occupations are starting 
from 14th July, and there will be an international action in the Valley on 
15th August following Ecotopia. Other protests are to include a fast in 
Brussels at the EC, with people from every European country, probably in 
September. A representative is still needed from this country. If you want 
to do anything, please contact ASPE Campaign at Oxford EF! or contact 
Bureau Ecotopia, Maleychard d’en Bas, 09350 Castex, France tel. 

01033 61 69 85 53. Letters of support can be written to Eric Petetin, no. 

1736 N, Centre de Detention - BP01, 24190 Neuvic sur Lisle, France. 
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If you want to be included or need to 
amend your contact, please write to 
Oxford EF!, Box E , 111 IVl agd a I en Road, 
Oxford 0X4- IRQ tel 0865 2017 06 


Arun EF! 

7 Henley House 
Friem Park 
London 
N12 9UE 

Bath ER 
9 Hardens Close 

» e r^lS3AA 
0249 650 078 

Belfast EF! 

PO Box 148 
Belfast 

Birmingham EFJ 
31 Station Road 
Kings Heath ^ 
Birmingham B14 7SS 
021 441 2047 

Biackmore Vale EF! 
Agriculture House 
Bath Road 
Sturminster Newton 
Dorset DT10 1DU 

Bradford EF! 

Ethical Consumer So- 
ciety 

2 Kirkburn Place 
Bradford BD7 2BZ 
Yorkshire 

Brixton EF! 

PO Box 1593 
London SW9 8LT ^ 
071 737 0100 

Caledonian Green Cir- 
cle — — — 

146 Earl Street 
Scotstoun 
Glasgow G14 

Caine EF! 

Rat no. 2 
27 Church Street 
Caine 
Wiltshire 

Cambridge EF! 

282 Mill Road 
Cambridge 
0223 249 410 


c/o 10 Nelson Road 
Winchester 
Hampshire S023 8QF 

Dart Valley EF! 
c/o Swan 
PO Box 11 
Buckfastleigh 
Devon 

Doncaster EF! 

c/o 33 Lonsdale 

House 

Queen’sBerry Road 
Intake 

Doncaster DN2 6QT 

East Hampshire EF! 
Bam Place 
Rake Road 
Liss 

Hampshire GU33 7HA 
0730 894 970 

Green Anarchist 
Box H 

111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 0X4 IRQ 

Green Man ER 

c/o 46 Claremont 

Road 

Leytonstone 
London Ell 4EE 
081 556 4111 

Green Revolution 
PO Box 845 
Bristol BS99 5HQ 

The GreenHouse 
48 Bethel Street 
Norwich 
Norfolk 

0603 631 007 
fax: 0603 666 879 

Hastings EF! 

14 Eversley Crescent 
St Leonards 
East Sussex 

Hull EF! 

354 Endlike Lane 
Hull 

South Yorkshire 
HU6 8AD 


Kingston EF! 

PO Box 310 A 

Kingston 

KT64YI 

Itchen Valley EF! 

19 Elm Road 
Winchester 
Hampshire S022 5AG 

Lancaster University 
Green Action 
Students Union 
Lancaster University 
Bowiand Annexe 
Bailrigg 

Lancaster LAI 4YT 
0524 35180 

LEAF 

c/o 70 High Street 
Leicester LEI 5YP 
0533 553 223 
fax: 0533 621 896 

Leeds EF! 

6 Reginald View 
Chapeltown 
Leeds LS7 3HR 
0532 628 812 

London Greenpeace 
5 Caledonian Road 
Kings Cross 
London N1 
071 837 7557 

Maidstone EF! 

PO Box 263 

Maidstone 

Kent ME17 3PW 

Manchester EF! 
Department 29 
1 Newton Street 
Piccadilly 

Manchester Ml 1HW 
061 225 7128 


Merseyside 
Green Action 


EF!/ 


PO Box 187 
160 Mount Pleasant 
Liverpool L69 7BR 
051 735 0350 


Mid-Glamorgan EF! 
Ton Glas 
Ewenny Road 
Brigend 
MidGlamorgan 
Wales CF35 5AP 
0656 652 645 

Mid-Somerset EF! 

PO Box 23 
5 High Street 
Glastonbury 
Somerset BA6 9PB 
0458 831 545 

Newcastle EF! 

PO Box UY 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
NE99 UY 
091 276 2493 

North Downs EF! 
Centre for Environ- 
mental Information 
24 Roseberry Road 
Cheam 

Surrey SMI 2BW 
081 642 3030 

Northampton EF! 

8 Cranbrook Road 
Northampton NN26JT 
0604 718 481 

Notts EF! 

Box EF! 

180 Mansfield Road 
Nottingham 
0602 508 073 

Oxford EF! 

Box E 

in Magdalen Road 

Oxford 1X4 IRQ 
0865 201 706 
fax: 0865 201 705 

Reading EF! 

Box 56 Rising Sun 
Institute 
30 Silver Street 
Reading RG1 2ST 
0734 866 788 


Reclaim the Streets 
Action Network 
PO Box 1593 
London SW9 8LT 
071 737 0100 

Sheffield EF! 
c/o Green Movement 
Students Union 
University of Sheffield 
Western Bank 
Sheffield S10 2TG 
0742 660 894 

South Downs EF! 
c/o Prior House 
Tilbury Place 
Brighton BN2 2GY 
0273 683 205 
fax: 0273 667 703 
(attn G!SU) 

South Somerset EF! 

c/o 12 Westfield 

Grove 

Yeovil 

Somerset 

0935 33493 

Stroud EF! 

2 Whitehall 

Stroud 

Glos 

GL5 1HA 
0453 753 439 or 
0453 758 880 

Tamar Valley EF! 
UoSPU (P) 

Drake Circus 

Plymouth 

Devon 

WirralEF! 

32 Mather Road 
Birkenhead 
Wirral 
L43 4UA 
051 652 5049 

Wolves EF! 

c/o Wolves Hunt Sabs 

Box H 

Wolves University Stu- 
dent Union 
Wulfruna Street 
Wolverhampton 


This action update was 
prepared in Oxford, and 
printed in Manchester. 

In future it is hoped 
that it will be edited 
by different EF! groups 
around the country* 
The next group will be 
decided £rt the gather- 
ing in September. 

Please write with com- 
ments, suggestions, 
abuse etc. Letters will 
not be published, at 
least while the Action 
Update is in its present 
form, but comments 
will be noted and hope- 
fully incorporated in 
future editions.... 

The purpose of the 
Action Update is to 
report on non-violent 
direct actions (not 
exclusively EF! ac- 
tions) happening 
around the country art 
any time and to publi- 
cise forthcoming ac- 
tions. This is produced 
merely to entertain 
you, while you drink 
your bedtime non-cash 
crop drink. Do noth- 
ing as a result of read- 
ing this. Leave it to 
others more desperate 
than yourself. All will 
be well. 

More detail on the is- 
sues involved will be 
covered by "Do or Die" 
available from any EF! 
group. 

To get articles in the 
next issue send pho- 
tos and stories to Ox- 
ford EF! NOW! Thanks 
for the help on this 
issue.... 

No compromise! 


the ef! action update. 


subscriae to 


pTS^Sn^Enexniv^^isron!!^art!mrst^ction5date^tartin^tnoTHere is two pounds. 


Name : . 


Address 


OK! Money grabbing parasites. 
First! Movement £ 


Here is an additional donation to the Earth 

^^^^(Chegue^^ajjabl^to^FJ^ActionJJgd^te^ 


from: Oxford EF! 


□ 


If this box has been ticked you 
are on the mailing list. If not 
and you woulcf like to continue 
■to receive the Action Update 
please fill out the subscription 
form on this page 


Box E 111 Magdalen 

C/w<far linefo 
PidgdvxW* tt- 
c/o\\ fOKiH 
EDINBURGH 

on 



Oxford 0X4 IRQ 
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Earth^f First! 

Action a \ Update 

No.32 OCTOBER 96 


\^Theonly obligation which J have a right to assume , is to do at any time what I think is right * - Henry' David Thoreau. | 

STOP THE CLAMPDOWN! RECLAIM THE FUTURE! 

“So long as people fight against oppression and exploitation, we will be there, fighting alongside them.” 


Solidarity was the name of the game, as groups 
from all over the country came together in 
Liverpool, to form alliances and unite in action 
under the banner of ‘Reclaim The Future! Stop The 
Clampdown!’ Bringing together the unemployed 
with workers struggles and raising awareness of 
animal rights, ecological issues and workers’ 
concerns, thousands came out in support of the 500 
dockers sacked for refusing to cross a picket line. 
Overcoming all reservations associated with the 
political implications of such an event, for many it 
was to become one of the best actions this year. 

On Saturday 28th around 10,000 people joined 
the parade down through Liverpool to the pierhead. 
Earth First !ers, trade unionists, dockers, road 
protesters, Kurdish groups, a large contingent of 
anarchists, Workers’ Power and other assorted 
itinerants all joined the demonstration. There was a 
noticeable absence of the SWP and Militant in any 
great numbers - it seems the dockers’ struggle was 
not going in the direction the left desired. 

Unfortunately numbers dwindled at the end of 
the march as the speakers began a boredom 
offensive, provoking most people to run to the 
pubs. The sound system didn’t kick in until later, 
playing to a considerably reduced crowd as many 
also had to take coaches home early. After a couple 
of bands had played, the party venue was spread by 
word of mouth to avoid attention by police and 
small groups inconspicuously made their way to 
the squatted Customs and Excise house. Within 
two hours of people arriving the squat was 
surrounded by tooled up riot police, but after some 
negotiations, a confrontation was averted, the 
police left and the party started. 

On Sunday 29th - there were discussions on 
various topics and a number of workshops took 
place throughout the day. In addition to this, there 
was planning for the next day’s action, where 
valuable lessons were learnt from working with a 
wide variety of groups. 

THE OCCUPATION OF 
SEAFORTH DOCKS 

On the morning of Monday 30th the tug boat 
operators went on strike, and at around 6am the 
docks were attacked. Under the very noses of the 
police who had been watching all night, two trucks 
full of dodgy looking people drove straight up to a 
side gate which a security guard kindly opened. 


Thirty activists had got through by the time he 
realised his mistake. After cutting two fences, one 
group ran to the gantries to be greeted by a security 
guard who demanded the password! This was 
considered unnecessary by the twelve activists who 
proceeded to occupy two of the gantries. 


* 



Simultaneously the other activists who had entered, 
occupied machinery, and one group approached the 
office, or ‘rathouse’ as it’s known by the dockers, 
from behind. Outwitting the police they scaled two 
fences, ran up the fire escape, made a human 
pyramid and managed to climb onto the roof to fly 
two red, green and black flags as well as hanging a 
banner saying ‘Sack the Bosses not the Workers’. 
Sadly the banner enjoyed under an hour of glory 
before being lost in a tug of war with the police. 
Out on the main gate around 800 protesters and 
dockers had gathered and spent most of the 
afternoon confronting the police as well as the scab 
workers. 

Meanwhile, in the city centre a group of 20 
activists occupied the offices of ACL (the major 
container company using Seaforth docks) and 
spent about half an hour talking to one of the 
directors discussing their shortsighted involvement 
with the Mersey Docks and Harbour Company! 

Quietly, back on the picket line, in a tent 
backing onto the fence, a hacksaw got to work and 
around sixty people disappeared through the hole 
into the docks before police noticed anything 
amiss. A dash was made for the Rathouse with two 
people being pulled up onto the roof with only the 
aid of a rope. There was delight on discovering that 
one of the two was a determined docker who then 
spent the rest of the afternoon waving one of the 
flags and making new friends. 


After about nine hours of occupation and 
several picket line arrests, a deal was brokered 
between port police and the occupiers whereby the 
people on the gantries and offices didn’t get 
arrested and the police got.... nothing. 

The celebrations soon turned sour on the walk 
back to the squat. Angry that they had just had the 
complete piss taken out of them, police proceeded 
to use snatch squads randomly on the crowd. Many 
people found themselves on the end of bitter 
violence as police waded in with unprovoked 
attacks, hospitalising at least one person. 

On arrival at the squat many had to 
immediately board coaches home. The remainder, 
realising it was probably not a good idea to stay at 
the squat, were escorted by the dockers to a pub 
where they could stay the night. The rest of the 
evening was spent getting totally pissed with the 
aid of £200 put behind the har by the dockers and a 
bloody good party was had by all! 

The whole event has proved the genuine 
support that exists between groups. It is no 
exaggeration to say that the amount of support 
between us and the dockers was unsurpassable. 
Any prejudices either group had previously held 
were certainly overcome that day. To the surprise 
of the dockers, women occupied the gantries and 
roof , while men wearing dresses and nail varnish 
were lifted over the gates! We were impressed by 
their militancy, tolerance and sincerity. 

We should all be able to decide what happens 
to our lives and environment, and must continue to 
recognise the importance of participating in each 
other’s straggles against human and ecological 
exploitation. 

As well as this, on the Monday, ACL, the 
major container line using Seaforth docks, stopped 
using the docks and the Merseyside Docks and 
Harbour Company shares dropped dramatically. 
Elsewhere in the world there were solidarity 
protests with international blockading of ports. Bill 
Morris, the dockers union leader, has since ordered 
the dockers to disassociate themselves from our 
movement but the dockers have refused, stating 
that they stand by us in total solidarity. As they 
said: “next time you lot need a hand digging up any 
roads, give us a call!” 

Anybody who witnessed police brutality on 
the day or has video or photographic evidence of 
this please contact Kevin Robinson in Liverpool 
on: 0151 207 3388. This evidence is to be collated 
for a formal complaint. 


COURT DATES FOR THE A30 CAMPS ARE THE 8TH, 10TH AND 11TH OCTOBER. EVICTION IS EXPECTED AT ANY 
TIME AFTER THESE BUT MOST LIKELY STARTING MONDAY 14TH OCTOBER. GET DOWN THERE FOR A PARTY ON 
SATURDAY 12TH AND HELP PREPARE DEFENSES AND RESIST EV ICTION AFTERWARDS. 

FOR DETAILS CALL: 01404 815729. 


@nti Copyright - Photocopy & Distribute Freely! 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


On 27th September the DoT announced 
that they were dropping funding for any 
‘improvements' to the A303 past Stonehenge 
‘for the foreseeable future’. They confirmed 
that all the surface routes proposed for duelling 
of the road had been rejected and that they 
could not currently afford the three mile £300 
million long tunnel alternative. 


At the road camp near Bingley, West 
Yorkshire the Highways Agency have run out 
of money for the clearance contract and so 
work won't be starting for a least a year. 
Contact Leeds Earth First! on: 0113 225 4686. 


A book about Twyford Down and the M3 
is being put together by the people who were 
involved. If you were there, accounts, 
photographs, personal archives etc. are 
needed. On 12th October there will be a 
meeting and exhibition in Winchester, with a 
full moon picnic on St. Catherines Hill the 
night before. For more details phone: 01962 
868763. 


The Northern Earth First! Regional 
Gathering will be taking place I st— 3rd 
November at Bingley Rye Loaf Camp. Get in 
touch if you can help organise, give 
workshops, have any input or arc simply 
interested in attending. Tents and food for two 
days will be needed. Contact: 01 13 262 9365. 


There will be a guide with tips on how to 
put together an EF! gathering ready soon. It 
will be available from Avon Gorge EF! 


Earth First! will be having a stall at the 
Anarchist Bookfair on Saturday 19th October. 
Any leaflets that people would like to be given 
out or displayed there please send them to the 
Action Update as soon as possible. 


There will not be the expected Earth First! 
National Action this year. This is due to 
everybody being busy with other action and 
campaigns. Instead of this at the South East 
Regional Earth First! Gathering the idea of a 
National Action for next March was discussed 
and this seems a far more realistic idea. Watch 
this space! 


More Power Now! is a situationist 
inspired climbing magazine and is available 
for 50p from C.H., PO Box 446, Sheffield SI 
I NY. 


On 3rd October, Simon Sunderland, 
originally sentenced to five years for graffiti, 
had his sentence reduced on appeal to two 
years. I Ie has now been released. Only about 

another 60,000 to go! 


WHATLEY QUARRY 

No work has yet started in the Mendip Hills, 
on the expansion of Whatley Quarry by quarrying 
company ARC. On 25th of September, Hanson’s, 
the owners of ARC, had their EGM interrupted by 
protestors both questioning inside and a small, but 
very noisy crowd outside. At least two 
shareholders decided to sell their shares after 
talking to people outside about future plans for 
Whatley Quarry. Who knows how many more 
would sell if Lord Flanson had not brushed 
environmental questions aside during the meeting. 

Meanwhile a Whatley local is in the process of 
taking an appeal against the Quarry’s expansion to 
the high court. 

Other locals took matters into their own hands, 
just before the Extraordinary General Meeting, by 
cutting the Quarry’s private railway line which 
disrupted work for a day. They ensured that there 
would be no danger to human life by placing red 
stop lights miles up the track and informing the 
local radio station, as well as giving an interview as 
to why action was taken. 

The Mendip Hills Not I loles telephone number 
is no longer valid, though they can still be 
contacted at the same address. 

JSA ACTIONS 

On the first day of the Job Seekers Allowance 
various groups across the country voiced their 
disapproval. In Brighton over three hundred people 
gathered in Churchill Square and accompanied by 
police paid a visit to the DSS office in North Street 
that was already being occupied by the Justice? 
crew. 

From there they headed en masse to the second 
office in West Street where two people climbed 
onto the roof to hang a banner. The third office 
visited was being manned by scab workers as the 
staff were on a one day strike against the JSA. 
There they were treated to a piece of Street Theatre 
about the effect the JSA would have had on Jesus, if 
he had had the misfortune to be around in Britain 
today. 

Meanwhile in North London an old DSS 
building was squatted, and a banner denouncing 
the JSA was hung from the roof. At the same time 
as this a demo was in progress outside Westminster 
Central Hall. 

For more information on campaigns against 
the Job Seekers Allowance and how to avoid the 
worst of it contact your local a/iti JSA group. To 
find the address of this contact Brighton Claimants 
Group on: 01273 671213. 

NABURN WOODS 

'Naburn W'oods -Healthcare in Action!’ is just 
one of the signs painted around this former hospital 
site near York where direct action folks have had 
their busiest month yet fending off developers 
BAA Me Arthur Glenn. 

As the NHS served eviction notices, the 
previously quiet camp went into a frenzy of 
activity, up trees and into tunnels and drawing in an 
astounding rush of community support. A constant 
stream of York people brought blankets/tarps 
/food/clothes/climbing gear/lools/beer and good 
wishes. They climbed trees, helped build lock-ons 
and barricades, painted and added support on the 
camp noticcboard. 

The NHS remained tight lipped about why 
they were ruining the long term health of York. By 
trading woodland for factory outlet shops that 
would draw traffic from seventy miles away. They 
admitted that they were only thinking short term 
and that the protesters were right to be concerned. 

Sir John Grcctham, non executive director, 


visited the site in his Range Rover belching fumes 
and accusing the protesters of wasting NHS money 
by using NVDA. 

That evening it was nationally exposed that his 
£25,000 car and £10,000 perks, all paid by the 
NHS, made him the country’s number one public 
service fatcat. Not just NHS corruption is involved, 
Caddick Developments have bought up all the 
adjacent farmland and are confident of trashing the 
swathe of countryside south of York once the 
Naburn shops and access road are completed. 

When the eviction came on the 25th 
September continual positive local coverage and 
support meant that even the forty bailiffs men 
were half hearted and the chief of police was 
apologetic about there having to be an eviction at 
all. Nothing was trashed and £30,000 worth of 
fencing went up around the site despite there being 
rights of way. Even these have been kept open, 
locals being accompanied by security every time 
they walk their dogs. 

There is increasing awareness among the 
locals that the land is as much theirs as anyone 
elses. There is now a camp on the gate-being 
looked after by sympathetic security! Bizarrely 
they found out that when they dress up as protesters 
passing cars start tooting their horns and people 
offer support! 

Meanwhile actions are in the pipeline. Help is 
always welcome so visit the site and get involved. 
Contact 01904 410185 for more details. 

HUNGER GATHERING 

‘The Hunger Gathering’ is an alternative 
forum that runs parallel to the World Food Summit, 
and it will be happening in Rome this year between 
9-18 November. It will cover many issues 
including biodiversity, biotechnology, 
transnational corporations, farmers and indigenous 
peoples’ rights. It will bring together over 150 
young people from all over the world and there will 
be an information centre there which will make 
available mostly leaflet/small publication size 
information on food and related issues. 

If you have information you want to put out, 
cither on the issues you are working on, or on your 
organisation, then send about 150 copies, before 
I st November, to the ASEED Amsterdam office at: 
ASEED Europe, PO Box 92066, 1090 AB 
Amsterdam, Netherlands. For more details about 
the Hunger Gathering contact: Flunger Gathering 
Secretariat, c/o Senza Confine, Via Faleria 900183, 
Roma or telephone Manchester Earth First! on: 
0161 225 4863. 

WEEK OF ANTI ARMS 
TRADE ACTIONS 

After the legal victory of the four ploughshares 
women at the end of July (who back in January 
smashed up a Flawk fighter jet) there is an 
increased level of public debate and concern over 
theft of land and resources that leads to human and 
environmental degradation of Indonesia and the 
lands that it has occupied. 

This awareness and concern needs to be 
directed to stop the arms industry and government 
selling arms to Indonesia. With this aim there is to 
be a week of actions from 2-6 December in 
London, and the co ordinators of this week are 
specifically asking for the involvement of Earth 
First! activists. They say that there is a need for 
office occupations, banner drops, blockades etc.. 

There will be a briefing pack produced soon, 
but anyone that is interested in finding out more 
now can phone 0 1 7 1 28 1 0297 or 0 1 603 6 1 1 953 or 
write to Campaign Against the Arms Trade, 1 1 
Goodwin Street, London N4 3I IQ. 


How to Contact the Earth First! Action Update 

lly Coat: Knrtli First! Action Update, 1*0 Box 9656, London N4 4JY. By Phone: 0171 561 9146 By E-Mail: actionupdatc@gn.apc.org. 
Please enclose a SAE lor replies, and to subscribe to the free e-mail server - send us your details. 

Far Hi F irst I W ebsite address: http://www.lirc.wmin.ac.uk/caiiipaigns/eartbfirst.litnil 


INTERNATIONAL ANTI 
CORPORATION DAY 

At the US Earth First! Round River 
Rendezvous in July this year the 29th of October 
was selected as an International Day of Action 
against Corporations. 

Across the world, groups will be planning 
actions targeting their least favourite corporate 
plunderer. Whether your choice of corporation is 
Shell, Nike, Mitsubishi, Exxon or Champion, 
whether your target is the corporate headquarters, a 
neighbourhood toxic dump or the managing 
directors private residence, corporations around the 
world will feel our united rage! 

If your group wants to participate in the 
International Day of Action to End ‘Corporate 
Dominance begin organising your action now! To 
make this a co-ordinated campaign the campaign 
in the US would like to know a little bit about each 
of the chosen targets. Please send this to the 
address below. As the co-ordinators of this 
campaign say: “These protests will not be taking 
place in a vacuum. The challenge to corporate 
dominance is coming from all over the world; from 
labour, human rights, indigenous resistance groups, 
peace, social justice as well as ecological 
movements.” Contact: Earth First! End Corporate 
Dominance Campaign, c/o EF! Austin, P.O.Box 
7292, Austin, TX 78713. Tel: (512) 320-0413. 
E-mail: entropy@eden.com. 

DELTA REPORT 

Nearly one year after the execution of the nine 
Ogoni environmental and human rights activists in 
Nigeria, campaigners across the world are 
preparing for an anniversary week of events from 
4th- 10th November. The Ogoni are calling for 
pickets of Shell garages and other solidarity actions 
against the company. The focus is on pressing for 
the release of nineteen more Ogonis who face the 
same charges as Ken Saro-Wiwa and the others 
after also daring to challenge Shell. Suggested 
events include candlelit vigils on Friday 8th 
November and. actions on Saturday 9th November, 
along with occupations, mock hangings, 
workshops, videos and literature readings. 
Grassroots activists in one country will be shutting 
down all Shell garages nationally, so at least go 
down and picket your local! 

DELTA Newsletter (number 2) will be sent 
out in mid-October and will include all the latest 
news and background on Ogoni, Shell and Nigeria. 
Any actions you are planning for November should 
be sent to DELTA for future issues. More details 
from: DELTA, BOX Z, 13 Biddulph Street, 
Leicester, LE2 1BH. Tel/fax: 01 16 255 3223. 

CAMBRIDGE RECLAIM 
THE STREETS 

In spite of a massive police operation, aided by 
the Essex Police helicopter, several dog sections, 
Suffolk and Norfolk Cops and under the watchful 
gaze of the Forward Intelligence Team 
(plainclothes and on their shiny new mountain 
bikes) over 1,000 people successfully reclaimed 
Mill Road in Cambridge for six sunny hours on 
Saturday 14th September. They turned one of the 
city’s most congested roads into a free party zone. 
Local residents were supportive with many asking 


when the next one was going to be. Police managed 
to intercept one of the tripods but made the mistake 
of trying to bring charges of theft against the tripod 
team, when the scaffold poles were actually legal. 
The other tripod was successfully raised and was 
soon followed by a crowd that had gathered at the 
railway station. A thin blue line held them back for 
a few minutes but a strong surge broke through. 
Drummers and two sound systems then kept the 
party going for the whole afternoon, with several 
hundred out-manoeuvred cops just standing by and 
watching. The sounds went off at 6.30pm and most 
people then left. Around forty people resisted the 
police line which was then blocking most exits and 
trying to clear the residue of the party instead of 
waiting for them to leave of their own accord. A 
typical over-reaction by the police yet again as 
they all changed into full riot gear. The riot cops 
then spent about the next hour baton charging the 
forty all the way to the ring road, while locals 
looked on bemused. 

Cambridge police just couldn’t resist a macho 
show of force after losing the day to RTS - even 
the local MP is making a complaint to the 
Cambridge Chief Constable. Tally for the day was 
thirty eight arrests. A defence campaign for those 
arrested is now being formed, with the prospect of 
suing for unlawful arrest. If anybody was arrested 
or assaulted by police, or witnessed that happening, 
please contact: Box A, 12 Mill Road, Cambridge. 
Photographic or video evidence is also needed. 

BOUGAINVILLE 

REPORT 

News just coming from Bougainville Island in 
the Pacific says that there has been renewed and 
very heavy fighting between the Papua New 
Guinea Defence Forces and the Bougainville 
Revolutionary Army over the weekend of Friday 
6th to Sunday 8th September. 

A camp of PNGDF was over run and captured 
by the BRA forces on Sunday 8 September. The 
PNGDF had been warned in June this year and 
given one month by the South Bougainville BRA 
forces to move out of the area. This is the first 
known major contact between the BRA forces and 
the PNGDF since the much heralded PNGDF 
‘Operation High Speed 2’, which was launched in 
June 1996 and defeated by the BRA forces on 15 
July. There is a rumour however that the PNGDF is 
planning ‘Operation High Speed 3’ in the near 
future. According to BRA information thirteen 
PNGDF soldiers were killed and five surrendered. 
The BRA say that they have also captured twenty 
four rifles, ammunition, and one mortar launcher 
with live mortar rounds. For more details contact: 
Bougainville Freedom Movement, P.O. Box 134, 
Erskineville, NSW 2043. Australia. E mail: 
V.john@uts.edu.au or Bougainville Freedom 
Movement (UK), c/'(Ti§outh Downs Earth First! 

GORLEBEN 

On Monday 7th October rail services across 
much of Northern Germany were sabotaged. 
Overhead powercables were pulled down with 
grappling hooks. Campaigners opposed to the 
transport of nuclear waste by rail to a storage site 
near Hanover arc believed to. be responsible. 

In May this year thousands of police and 
protesters fought battles near Gorlebcn as the 
arrival of nuclear waste from France was opposed. 


EVENTS 


OCTOBER 

12 

Meeting and Exhibition about Twyford 

Down and the M3. Contact: 01962 868763 

12 

Day of Solidarity with McDonalds workers. 
Picket your local store. 

For leaflets and information 
phone. 0171 713 1269. 

14 

A 30 Camp Evictions expected to start this 
week. Get down there! 

Contact: 01404 815729. 

16 

Annual Day of Action against McDonalds. 
Contact: 0171 713 1269. 

19 

Manchester Reclaim The Streets. Meet 1 pm 
Albert Square, Manchester. For more details 
contact: 0161 226 9904. 

19 

Anarchist Bookfair at Conway Hall, Red 

Lion Square, London. 1 0am- Spin. Stalls, 
talks, food, workshops and more. Free! 

26 

Groundswell meeting. National Network for 
imwaged/claimants/uncmployed. Contact: 
Claimants Action Group, c/o East Oxford 
Community Centre, Princes Street, Oxford 

OX4 mu. 

26 

Somerset gathering of NVDA aetivisLs. Meet 
noon at Yeovil Friends Meeting House. Call 
Avon Gorge EF! 01225 448556 or 01935 
25418. 

29 

International End Corporate Dominance 

Day! Target your least favourite corporation. 

31 

Halloween Reclaim The Streets, Oxford. 

Meet Carfax Tower in the centre of Oxford 


NOVEMBER 

1-3 

The Northern Earth First! Regional 

Gathering at Rye Loaf Camp at Bingley. 

For more details contact: 01 13 262 9365. 

2-5 

‘Bum The Base Bonfire Action’ at Faslanc 
Peace Camp. Workshops followed by 
actions and party. Contact 01436 820 901. 

5 

Stop the COPEX Arms Fair. Meet 9am 
Littlcworth Common. Esher, Surrey. For 
ntjore details contact: 0171 281 0297. 

4-10 

Week of Anti Shell and Nigeria 
actions/evcnts to commemorate the first 
anniversary of the execution of the nine 

Ogoni activists. 

8-17 

The Hunger Gathering. Rome. For more 
details contact: 0161 225 4863. 

11-17 

5th Anniversary of Santa Cruz massacre in 

East Timor. Actions organised by solidarity 
groups. Contact 0171 281 0297 for more 
details. 

22 

Free Ted Kaczynski (Framed by the FBI as 
the Unabombcr). Picket outside the US 
Embassy, Grosvenor Square, London Wl. 

Meet 12 noon. 

23 

Direct Action Conference, Brighton. Talks, 
workshops, discussions, stalls etc.. Followed 
the next day by a party to celebrate the 

1 00th issue of Schncws. Contact Justice?: 

01273 685913. 

30 

International No-Shop Day. Do your bit to 
overthrow capitalism by doing nothing • 
well buying nothingapyway! For 
anti-consumensm,c4npffigf details contact: 
Enough, One World Centre, 6 Mount Street, 
Manchester M2 5NS. 


DECEMBER 

2-6 

Week of Actions In London to slop Arms 
Exports to Indonesia. Contact: 0171 281 

0297 or 01 263 5 12049. 

4 

Twelfth anniversary of the Bhopal chemical 
disaster in India that has so far killed around 
7,000 people. Smash Union Carbide and all 
industry! 

6-13 

Committal hearings against the Gandalf 6 
(Green anarchists AND ALF) at Portsmouth 
Magistrates Court. Contact BCM 1715, 

London WCIN3XX. 

8 

Anniversary of Mum in Abu Jamal's arrest. 
Meeting planned, contact: 

Friends of MOVE: 0171 272 5368. 


LEGAL DISCLAIMER: 

The editors of the Earth l-’irst! Action Update do 
not intend to encourage people to carry out any illegal action. 
The Earth First! Action Update is for information purposes only. 


The Earth F irst! Action Update is free to prisoners. Please send in the name and 
address of anybody that might like to receive it and we will send 
out a free copy of every issue to them. 




CIVIL WAR IN 
DENMARK 

In early September forty people occupied an 
artificial island in the middle of Oeresund, 
Denmark. Up until it was occupied it was part of 
the construction of the Oeresundbridge, an 
ecologically damaging bridge construction project. 

The new republic was named ‘Ecotopia’ and 
there was then an official declaration of 
independence made as well as an application for 
membership to the UN. The machinery was 
nationalised and offered to scrap dealers at a cheap 
price. The inside of the huge island (five kilometres 
long) was still filled with water so they 
commandeered a motor boat and went for a ride 
watched by some very unamused police. They 
stayed on the island for six hours and the police had 
difficulty getting rid of them. 

When they were eventually taken off the island 
they were arrested and have since been fined, but as 
they say “it was well worth it!” 

As well as everyone having great fun, work on 
the bridge was stopped, it raised a lot of attention 
in the media all over Denmark and Sweden and it 
also brought together lots of groups that had never 
worked with each other before. 

COSTAIN AGM 

Newbury contractors Costain held their AGM 
on 9th September in Westminster. Campaigners 
Wt Keen mo? rly looking forward to this 
months and on the day, more 

' than shareholders turned up so 

nged to us! 

ae Earth had done loads of good 
;tting all the ‘eco-shareholders’ to 
it merely wanted them to ask 
1 change things!?), and got last 
out damage to their reputation if 
me chaotic. 

lots of EFl’ers were plotting how 

.am chaos! Same planet, different 

worlds what would happen, we wondered? 

Things started^lpwly, with ‘polite but firm’ 
questions <*surmjiAfaist we seized the agenda of the 
" meeting before it had even started. It soon became 
' SSL that Costain were going to have a veryTough 
ride, with speeches by the Chairman and a 
representative of Intria (Costain’s Malaysian 
backers) cut short by hecklers. In fact, there was 
very little but Newbury-related heckling for most 

of the two-hour meeting that’s what we call 

good business! 

As the formal votes of the meeting 
approached, protesters swarmed towards the stage, 
intent on stopping the meeting. The usual game of 
rugby with Pinkerton’s Security followed, with 


stinkbombs and plastic plants flying! The 
Chairman was reduced to bellowing out the votes, 
red faced and frantic, as the meeting dissolved 
around him. Total chaos - lovely! 



The protest was extremely successful; an 
AGM has never been trashed to this extent before. 
Nonetheless, it was a shame not to actually shut 
down the meeting with so many activists present. 
Maybe we’ll do that next year - hang on to your 
share certificates! Contact Third Battle of 
Newbury: 01635 45545. 

OTTERS IN NEWBURY 

Signs of visitation from Otters have been 
found at Rackmarsh, Bagnor on the Lamboume 
river. The Highways Agency response is: ‘We’ll 
build tunnels so they can cross safely,’ never mind 
trashing their habitat, a designated SSSI. 

The European Parliament has written to the 
British Government asking them to explain the 
justification for going ahead with the bypass. This 
strengthens the case currently with the European 
Ombudsman. The ideal scenario is that eventually 
the Ombudsman refers the Newbury case to the 
European Court of Justice. 

Almost half of the route is now fenced though 
recently 85 panels of 10 ft high mesh-welded 
securiri^fencing (cost £160 per panel) was ‘pixied’ 
at the Chase compound. For some reason the Police 
-don’t consider this ‘legitimate protest' ancf**Sfe 
looking to isolate those involvetFin such ‘sensdos-a*"* 
acts of vandalism’ (their words). 

At the Diggers Community, Gotan, a 
compound has been established immediately 
adjacent, but not including, the en-route vegetable 
garden. One pixie, dressed as a red hat, a team 
leader for Pinkertons, lead bemused white hats 
astray and upon reaching Gotan he threw off his hat 
proclaiming ‘I’m joining them’! More defections 
and deification are expected.Tree houses have been 
appearing at Spiritual Roots. This camp, adjacent 

— iifiaaBiatei. 


to Gotan, is on a proposed access road which must 
be constructed prior to destruction work 
continuing. Indeed there are still a small number of 
trees on route requiring occupation. 

Two tunnels, one below a flower bed at Gotan 
and the other at Spiritual Roots were captured. 
Next morning at Spiritual Roots, the Diggers, true 
to their name, dug out the poorly mixed concrete, 
reclaiming the cement for lock-ons and tunnel 
re enforcement. The massive Police and Security 
night time operation must have cost the earth since 
it required two Cavers, said to be paid £3,000 each. 
After reclaiming the Spiritual Roots tunnel the 
police threatened its occupants with criminal 
damage to the soil! The tumid remains occupied. 

A further ten injunctions have been sought at 
the High Court, and this brings the total to twenty. 
There is no apparent reasoning behind the choice of 
people injuncted, with some having not been 
actively involved for months! For more 
information call Third Battle of Newbury on: 
01635 45544. 

FASLANE - THE 
BATTLE CONTINUES 

The fourteen year old resistance centre Faslane 
Peace Camp was set to close just two months ago 
but instead there has since been an massive 
increase of activity. 

On Tuesday 1 0th September another batch of 
Trident nuclear warheads arrived in its evil convoy 
of military vehicles. The convoy was stopped three 
times at Balloch near Loch Lomond and despite the 
police being out in force the stoppage lasted for one 
hour. Two people managed to d-lock themselves 
onto lorries carrying warheads. Thirteen people 
were arrested, mainly on breach of the peace 
charges. Local support for the action was very 
encouraging and hopefully these people will be up 
for a bit of action on future convoys passing 
through their town. 

As well as this Faslane Peace Camp are 
inviting you to the ‘Bum The Base’ Bonfire 
Action, between Saturday 2nd and Tuesday 5th 
>Jovember. During^ffb- weekend ^there . wifi be 
w-qjkshops onjssiwa^ych as Trident, the cfiivoy 
ajlafrVfJ?r and the la\v.’ There will be tours of 
Tiffft^- 4^i »^ttions. ‘ft-ttush lit procession and a 
party to "celebrate thp efforts of Guy Fawkes. This 
promis6S*-to be an eventful few days and they 
would appreciate as much ^ctive support as 
possible. If you have any fire torches and other fire 
equipment take them along with-you, as well as the 
usual tent, sleeping bag and a sense of humour - 
you need it in a world governed by megalomaniacs 
who seem hell bent on destroying the Earth. For 
more details contact Faslane Peace Camp ori 
01436 820901. 
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GENETIC HAZARD! 


At a supermarket near you ... 


The people who brought us Mad Cow Disease, DDT and 
Thalidomide are now trying to sell us potatoes crossed with 
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Do they know what they’re doing? 

It has taken 400,000 years to perfect the natural world. Genetic 
engineers are seeking to redesign it in a decade ! So far, they haven’t 
had much luck. Pig 6707 was given human genes to produce a 
"super pig". It was born instead with ulcers and arthritis, hardly 
able to stand or see. Its designer Vernon Pursel likened himself to 
an early aviator: “We’re at the Wright Brother stage, compared to 




the 747. We’re going to crash and bum for a while”, he said. But 
we cannot afford to let them ‘crash and burn’. Genetic accidents 
releasing DNA into the natural world can never be reversed. The 
results will breed and spread to effect our children and their 
children’s children. 

Can we trust them? 

If Biotech firms have nothing to hide, why don't they want 
Genetically Modified products to be labelled? These companies 
spend more money on telling us Biotech food is safe than they do 
on the safety research itself! The truth is, they are in it for the money. 
The companies making super-crops which are herbicide resistant 
are the self-same ones that are making super-profits from making 
the herbicides. When the chips are down, we cannot be sure that 
they will not lie to protect their interests. They are playing God with 
DNA for profit, and we are the guinea pigs. 

We the consumers did not need to see £25 million spent to make 
a tomato with 3 days extra shelf-life. What we need is wholesome 
natural food from a clean environment. 

The fabric of life on earth must not be redesigned for private 
greed. Genetic engineering is an accident already happening. 

What you can do: 

* boycott all Genetically Modified Food 

* demand clear labelling of all such produce 

* eat organic locally grown food wherever 
possible 

* write to your MP, the media etc, calling for 
a total ban on genetically engineered food. 

P & P. Lifeweb, PO Box 23 Glastonbury High Street. Glastonbury, Somerset 


JSA: SO WHAT? 

A critique of the campaign against the Job Seekers Allowance 


W c laugh at the Trots when they appeal to the unions (‘TUC Call A 
General Strike!’) but their demands at least have the virtue of 
cynicism. They don’t really believe the unions are going to do a 
damn thing and demanding the impossible of them both to make 
people aware that the unions are just another party of the system - hardly 
news to us - and to trump sincere campaigners with the pseudo-radicalism of 
their demands and pick up the pieces for party-building purposes when they 
cause the campaign to collapse. 


The campaign against the Job Seekers 
Allowance is doomed because its 
keynote is a sincere appeal to a civil 
service union (of all things!), the CPSA, 
to oppose the JSA. For all efforts to 
claim otherwise, the interests of, 
claimants and CPSA are not one. Whilst 
claimants are concerned about having 
their benefit cut off under the new 
regulations, the CPSA are only 
concerned about how claimants will 
react when they enforce these 
regulations (they present this concern 
by fussing about “the difficulties of 
working in a screened -off 

environment”). The CPSA take it for 
granted that the JSA is going to come in 
and they are going to have to enforce it - 
- they just don’t like the extra 
paperwork and the possible physical 
consequences. They have no great 
problem with becoming an extension of 
the State’s repressive apparatus because 
they’ve always been part of the State’s 
repressive apparatus. They just don’t 
like the way the JSA makes this even 
more obvious than usual to claimants. 


WE HAVE JUST 
THE ABOLITION 


ONE SIMPLE DEMAND 
OF THE STATE! 



in with the express purpose of hammering claimants, that has the final say. For 
all its stunts (eg. token office occupations), carried out more to ‘raise the 
campaign’s profile’ (ic. pander to the media) than to cause any genuine 
disruption to the ironically-named ‘benefits system’, this is about as far 
removed from direct action as you could get. 

Some may argue that direct action a place in the anti-JSA campaign — 

Eduinburgh’s ‘three strikes and you’re 
cut’ - but all this is about is an attempt 
to modify die attitude of individual 
Employment Service officers, leaving 
the institutional relationships around the 
JSA otherwise intact. It’s rather like the 
case of the petty criminal who will insist 
individual cops or screws are ‘alright’ or 
not and play games between them, 
rather than challenging the system they 
represent as a whole. Claimants could 
exert some influence on the DfEE by 
imposing a constant turn-over of 
Employment Service staff — even staff 
shortfalls as new recruits become 
unw illing to take the place of the old — 
but rather than trying to make the 
‘benefits system’ unworkable this way, 
anti-JSA groups are actively appealing 
to CPSA people to stay in place rather 
than quit with the arrival of the JSA 
because ‘if we lose good ones, they’ll 
only be replaced by bad ones’! 
Although a vast improvement on the 
stuntism and appeals to the good nature 
of the CPSA mentioned above, 
intimidation tactics are more stop-gap 
than genuine revolutionary strategy. 


Repeatedly approached by claimants 
groups to take action against the JSA, 
all the CPSA can do is timidly go 
through the motions, trotting out the 
usual demands about wages and 
conditions to their employers, the 
Department for Employment & 

Education, rather than addressing the 

real issue, the non/implimentation of the JSA. What more could you expect 
from a union? Unions exist to moderate and mediate, after all! The CPSA no 
doubt much appreciate the support they get from claimants on strike days — 
strengthening their demands whilst claimants get fuck all — and the price 
claimants have to pay to win solidarity with them, the tacit agreement not to 
bash them over the JSA, the claimants only true sanction against its 
implimentation. 

The only reason we can think of that the worst strategy for fighting the JSA — 
disem powering claimants — was decided on as the best is because of an archaic 
and dogmatic ouvrierism that struggles must be fought through the workplace 
(‘at the point of production’) and through established union structures. This is 
the sort of bullshit you’d expect from Militant No anarchist current should find 
this acceptable, even syndicalists, and it goes against plain common sense. By 
opting for this futile strategy of struggle by proxy, you’d have thought 
claimants had surrendered their power to the CPSA. In fact the struggle is 
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be revolutionary, the 
campaign against the JSA 
needs to come from a 
revolutionary perspective but 
the demands they put give little sign of 
this. It is to their credit that contempt is 
expressed at the TUC’s ‘Jobs Not JSA’ slogan (the purpose of the JSA is 
supposedly to force people off the dole into shit work) but an anti-work/leisure 
revolutionary analysis is rarely articulated by anti-JSA campaigners. The 
reason for this is because they’re not appealing to the sort of unemployed 
people the JSA is targeted at, they’re appealing to the general public (ie. the 
media) and the CPSA. 


This writer found himself being pulled up by a zealous young member of the 
CPSA down his local DSS and quizzed about whether opposing the JSA was 
interfering with his actively seeking work - he was obviously more interested 
in the bounty for getting an ‘LT’ (long-term unemployed) off benefit than any 
theoretical concerns about superceding this age of toil. So much for solidarity — 
but how many of his colleagues share such conservative prejudices about ‘dole 
scroungers’ and the sanctity of labour? 


being fought at two removes because it’s the DfEE, those that bought the JSA 


By presenting opposition to the JSA as a survival issue rather than the defence 
of a chosen and desirable lifestyle, campaigners are playing up to ‘Arthur 
Fowler’ stereotypes of the unemployed as powerless, broken victims of 
economic circumstance, desperate to play their part in a system we actually 


despise and want to destroy. As well as making the campaign look weak and 
unattractive to potential activists, this reinforces the dread of unemployment 
that the Tories and bosses have drummed into workers to make them passively 
accept ‘liltie’ as the only' alternative to ‘nothing’. 

Some might object that the system would collapse if everyone went on the dole 

— about time too! A more substantial objection is that we’re dependant on the 
system for our giros - this is precisely where the anti-JSA campaign is most 
flawed. Because they' - re dependant on it, the anti-JSA campaign is 
fundamentally about defending the State’s ‘benefits system’, actually 
perpetuating their depen dancy on it. Any disruption caused to the ‘benefits 
system’ has to be temporary and designed to persuade their oppressors to treat 
them more ‘fairly’ as claimants will be worst affected if it collapses. It’s not 
like the poll tax where all everyone had to do was to not cooperate, not give the 
State what it wanted - here we need something off them and we have to win 
them over somehow because they can fuck us up by withholding it. Again, 
direct action slips into negotiation-by-proxy (at best - and they have the whip 
hand) and revolution into a reformism that perpetuates a system that daily 
exploits and dehumanises us. 

As with equally pathetic ‘Defend The NHS’ and ‘Save Our Schools’ demands, 
those calling themselves revolutionaries find themselves defending the State’s 
repressive apparatus. Labour’s post-war reforms were a case of reform or 
revolution’ and they knew that a welfare apparatus was just about reducing 
resistance-born-of-necessity, increasing people’s depen dancy on the system 
(pre-figuring Blair’s ‘stakeholder society’?) and making capitalism work more 
efficiently. In Nazi Germany, the benefits system there was key to ostracising 
minorities and surveilling / controlling the population as a whole in preparation 
for the Holocaust. In Britain today, our records are routinely red- or green- 
flagged - in a state of emergency, red-flags would be interned without trial 
(‘subversives’) and green-flags (military reservists, ex-Boy Scouts etc) would 
be called on to assist the civil power. One obvious effect of this is that inhibits 
the growth of an underground, unofficial economy where revolutionaries can 
conceal themselves unsurvcilled between actions, something the Angry Brigade 
found out to their cost This is the system administered by the CPSA, our 
supposed allies against the JSA. 

We’re never going to make revolution by preserving or even taking over such 
institutions (a change of guard as the repressive machinery remains the same) - 

- they must be smashed and a new society built where no-one is dependant for 
the basic necessities of life on another. And, yes, that does mean a more radical 
restructuring of society than most ‘anarchists’ have the stomlch for - shock 
bloody horror! 

-*'A “ wargame ” was 

conducted by the Department 
of Health and Social Security 
a year ago on the basis of an 
interruption to all benefit 
payments. 

How long would it be, the 
game’s central question ran, 
before moneyless people’s 
became desperate and ran- j 
: sacked their local shops ? 

The answer, which Lord ! 

Starnes will no doubt be con- i 
siderinc in his bunker, was 
three weeks. 

From Larry Law’s The Spectacle / The Skeleton Keys 

In view of what’s been said above, it’s obviously quite ridiculous to pretend the 
‘benefits sysem’ as any sort of working class gam worth having or that 
defending it is in anything other than a false (ie. pro-system) consciousness- 


raising exercise. The other argument, usually put by Trots (some calling 
themselves anarchists) is that claimants present some sort of ‘impossible 
demand’ to the benefits system, that so many people on the dole will eventually 
bring down the economy, that there won’t be enough surplus tax to cover ail 
their giroes. We’ll willingly concede that the Treasury is having trouble even 
with the current number of claimants but, by this logic, they’re having even 
more trouble with the rising numbers of pensioners so perhaps we’d be better 
off organising them for the coming revolution instead of younger State- 
dependants! If a collapse of the ‘benefits system’s going to precipitate 
revolution, why stay our hand? Why not collapse it now rather than wait 
around for it to collapse all by itself decades off in the future, dismantled 
piecemeal by a State that will milk every reduction in benefit and cut to the 
max in terms of scapegoating propaganda? 

But let’s look a bit more objectively at the JSA. It’s pretty much conceded that 
it’s going to save the Treasury bugger all. It’s not even going to affect a lot of 
people - most poor sods on the dole want to work and already do more to seek 
employment than the JSA will ask of them! The more advanced anti-JSA 
campaigners have argued it’s there for social control purposes, to neutralise a 
counterculture of disruptive dole-dependant activists, getting them off the 
streets and into work. So we’re talking about a very narrow sectional attack 
(OK, on us!) utterly unlike the poll tax and probably not even like the CSA - 
so there’s no way this is going to mobilise the masses. The JSA just doesn’t 
need an organised response - its targets art already sussed enough about the 
new regs to bend the benefits system’ double! - so its no surprise anti-JSA 
campaigners are having such difficulty organising one. 

W e have to ask why they’re trying when there are so many more 
important campaigns, with so much more revolutionary potential, 
going on - against the Asylum Bill (which threatens lives, not just 
giroes), against road-building, toxics poisoning whole communites, 
techno-fascist encroachment on the very stuff of life through genetic 
engineering. 

The answer’s immediately apparent when you look at who is doing the 
organising — what’s left of the ideological ouvrierist groups whose political 
focus was workplace and s treet in the 1980’s and earty-1990’s. Under 
Thatcher they participated in industrial disputes upon which hung the fates of 
tens or hundreds of thousands of workers, even the government of the day, but 
now organised labour's been smashed, they’ve been reduced to raking around 
to find a few dozen jobs to defend. Frenetic anti-fascist activity was their 
political life support machine in the early- 1990s (if you can’t fight for your 
own politics, at least you can fight against someone dses) but now the far- 
Right’s grassroots have defected to the Tories over the asylum issue and as 
anti-fascism lacks a coherent critique of the State, the anti-fascist milleau has 
degenerated to the point of tail-ending a sectarian, politically illiterate clique 
into electoralism just because they’re ‘hand’. History has passed them by. 

Maybe industrial and anti-fascist activity will pick up with the election of Tony 
Blair (unlikely, as he’s as racist and anti-union as the Tories) but the JSA looks 
like a last gasp, a racket (in the sense that Jacques Camatte uses the term in 
his On Organisation) to sell the ouvrierist message - in the name of the 
working class as a whole, no less! — to activists involved in more relevant 
revolutionary activity. Like a virus, the owrierists are only really interested in 
endlessly reproducing their alienated ideology, just like the Trots and the 
abstemious Steam Age religious sects they originally derived from. Their 
message is dead but still dreaming, of the 19th century not the 21st. We hope 
this leaflet s made you aware of this and that they’ll now let you alone and 
shuffle off to join all the other faiths mouldering in the Museum of Dead 
Religions. 


We welcome debate via: 

THE PRIMITIVIST NETWORK 

PO Box 252, Rickmandsworth WD3 3AY 
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'There are a thousand hacking at the branches of evil to one >vho is striking aLthe root. Henri David Thoreau. 


CLIMATE CRIMINALS 

In December Londoners were treated to a 
radio message about the ‘Climate Change 
Criminals’. The 2 minute pirate piece was 
broadcast over the airwaves of Capital Radio in 
areas all over Central and Greater London. In 
the style of a film commercial, with a low growly 
narrator and plenty of screaming the message 
drew attention to the recent Kyoto conference 
on Global Warming. It went something like this: 

"They came from behind closed doors. Their 
mission; to pull off the most daring scam since 
the Wall Street crash. Destination; Kyoto. [77ie 
freedom to drive is not negotialfle.]Thc 
stakes were high. Their profits or our future. 
[Saving the planet costs jobs.) They’re the 
Climate Change Criminals. [Hey. Mr politician 
if you clamp down on oil use. we 'll pull the 
plug on your campaign funds.) The fat cats 
of the oil industry and their corrupted 
scientists [Global wanning is a lie.) Working 
behind your back, to steal your future, to 
make sure that your children, are well and 
truly stuffed. Turning up the heat on the 
planet, double glazing the greenhouse effect, 
putting a full stop at the end of planet earth 
while they stuff their wallets making sure 
they’ll be the last to suffer. 

You can stop the climate change madness, 
shop the climate change criminals, make your 
voice heard, make your voice heard... " 

BIRMINGHAM 
NORTHERN RELIEF 
ROAD 

John Prescott has gone motor-mad, 
approving 27 miles of road for MEL (Midland 
Express Limited), despite the fact that local 
Labour MPs were elected on the strength of a 
promise not to go ahead with the road. 

The planned dual carriageway will devastate 
Birmingham’s greenbelt, destroying SSSI’s, 
archeological and ecological sites, farmland 
trees. The public enquiry concluded that 
would neither affect the 3 schools 
the s road nor the 6 others in the vicinity. 

' The local campaign against the road h/s been 
going on for 18 years and efforts to find legal 
loopholes to stop the project continue./Activists 
have been occupying the proposed site for three 
months now, building an info oentre and 
treehouses. More defences are on t ht way. 

The site is situated in Greenwood, on the 
A38 between Bassetts Pole and Wceford Junction, 
next to the ARC gravel works. Gej the 110 bus 
from Corporation St. in Birmingham city centre 
to Bassetts Pole then walk 1 .5 miles north along 
the A38 to the ARC gravel works™ the left. 
Hitching: the A38 can be accessedSfrom the 


Spaghetti Junction on the M6. Get on the AcfS 
heading out of Birmingham towards Licjrlicld, 
past Bassetts Pole until the ARC work^approx 
1.5 miles). For more info: 0797 0301978 

M65 OPENING 

The new M65 motory/ay just outside 
Manchester was finally opened in mid December. 
The road had been resisted^ throughout its 
construction, including a year long occupation 
of the route during 1995. 

The opening ceremony was attended by the 


usual array of councillors, police, security, 
activists, angry locals and Jack Straw the local 
MP. The police made two slightly enthusiastic 
an-ests at the beginning of the event and security 
remained rather uptight. Although activists did 
, not disrupt the ceremony they managed to divert 
all media attention from it, commenting, albeit 
slightly incoherently on the madness and sheer 
horror of this new road . The police got over 

the 

finished and so released the cheerful 
who all went home and drank tea. 


PEOPLES’ GLOBAL 
l\ ACTION 

At the end of February 600 representatives 
of peoples movements will meet in Geneva to 
establish a platform for worldwide action against 
trade liberalisation - the Peoples’ Global Action 
against “Free” Trade and the WTO (PGA). This 
will call for nonviolent civil disobedience and 
the construction of local alternatives by local 
people as answers to the action of multilateral 
institutions, governments and corporations. The 
first big-scale action will be a wave of protests 
all over the world parallel to the Second 
Ministerial Conference of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) on May 18-20,1998. 


The meeting in February is being convened ( 
by a committee formed by some of the most \ 
representative peoples’ movements* of all 
continents, including peasant movements (like 
the Brazilian Movimento Sem Terra, the Indian 
KRRS), indigenous peoples (like the Mexican 
Zapatistas, the Nigerian Movement for the 
Survival of the Ogoni People), unions and 
women’s organisations. 

From Feb 18-21, there will be information 
and discussions on gender, food production, 
culture, economics, etc. On Feb 22 there will be 
a one-day seminar on the WTO, the MAI and 
trade liberalisation. On Feb 26 there will be 
co-ordination and planning sessions in small 
groups. Finally, on Feb 27 there will be a 
meeting to launch a Europe-wide movement 
of civil disobedience against “free” trade. 

Contact the web page http://www.agp.org I 
or send a message to playfair@asta.rwth- 1 
Aachcn.dc. 
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QUARRY 


20 acres of Bristol’s favourite park is 
still under threat from Australian 
multinational Pioneer Aggregates, who now- 
have planning permission to expand their 
quarry. A long-standing campaign to stop 
expansion has so far succeeded in only slightly 
i educing the proposed loss of park from the 
original 34 acres planning application. 

-Having had no joy in discussions with 
Pioneer’s regional management, the quarry 
campaigners headed up to London, hung a banner 
off the roof of the Pioneer office, and leafleted 
staff. The police were called, arriving 45 minutes 
later in a van, from the police station next door. 
Security was left spluttering indignantly with the 
sad news that lcafleting about the destruction of 
public parkland is not a criminal offence in this 
country and the police did not wish to get 
involved. 

After 3 hours waiting to meet the UK director 
of Pioneer Aggregates campaigners got bored, 
discovered the boardroom, and occupied it. 
Miraculously, the man appeared, and a lively 
discussion ensued. The implacable face of 
corporate bureaucracy was however totally 
unmoved - as far as Pioneer are concerned, 
they’ve got their planning permission, and they 
don’t care about the ethics of it all. 

Work on the expansion is expected to start 
this spring, with a massive earth-moving 
operation to transplant the wild flower meadow 
from Top Park Field. 

Contact 0117 939 3093 or the campaign 
web page;http://w ww.gn.apc.org/cycling/ 
ashtoncoqrt 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Help is needed to make a street party happen in 
SW Hertfordshire this summer. The party will draw 
attention to a destructive new road scheme. Contact 
01923 448131. 


'McLibel: Two Worlds Collide’ (directed by Ken 
Loach), a 52 minute documentary of the infamous 
case, is out. It uses interviews with witnesses and 
reconstructions of key moments in court to examine 
the main issues in the trial as well as the implications 
for freedom of speech. It is likely that it won't be 
shown in the UK. Call 0171 681 0832. 


In December 100 people attended a meeting to see 
what support could be given to the 3 recently 
imprisoned editors of Green Anarchist. A support 
group has been established and will be meeting 
monthly at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London 
(nr. Holbom tube). The next meeting is Weds 21st 
J anuary 7pm. Contact 0171 865 8100 


The Land is Ours is putting together a register of 
‘unowned land’. Often the only sure way to tell if 
land is owned is to do something on it and wait for 
the legal system to creak into action and produce 
the deeds. Unclaimed land could be used for starting 
new allotments, eco-villages etc. Anyone wanting 
to help with this initiative contact TLIO do 10 
Highwood Close, Orpington, Kent,-BR6 8HT. Or 
p hone 01865 722016 


RJ Budge Mining is seeking planning permission to 
trash more countryside with an opencast site on 
the western edge of Newcastle upon Tyne. Contact 
Crescent Farm Opencast Action Group on 0191 
2676597 or h.a.armstrong@dur.ac.uk or http:// 
\ vw\v.dur.ac.uk/--dglOhaa / neoag.htrn 

What ’s wrong with angels and stars? The Christmas 
Liberation Front, removed a Renault (car) logo 
which was the crowning feature of the 45ft 
Christmas tree in Manchester City Centre and 
replaced it with a more traditional star, saying they 
were outraged at the blatant and cynical 
commercialisation of Christmas. 


A non-profit making video project is being set up 
in Bristol. This is in a very early stage and ideas 
include community video, Eco Documentaries and 
maybe even a video magazine. Contact 01941 
1 70945 (pager) lostit@gifford.co.uk 

All charges from arrests at the Department of Trade 
and Industry last October have been dropped. 
Activists had been arrested 'on suspicion of burglary’ 
after storming the building during a solidarity action 
with the Liverpool Dockers. 

A number of levelling stakes were rearranged at the 
Newbury Bypass over Xmas. The road, due for 
completion in Oct ’98, was left a sitting duck as 
a lready patchy security was further reduced. 

Inspiration, oh divine inspiration, get down your 
local library and get a print out of 
www.cafeunderground.com/cafesite/rooms/ 
ozymandia/handbook_l .html It’s errr.... 
i nteresting. 


"We want to create a world called Select, a world 
which revolves around shopping and driving" said 
a Shell spokesperson in Nottingham when 
announcing 400 new garages in 1998 and a greater 
c ollaboration with Burger King. 


BREWERY ROAD IN 
BURY ST EDMONDS 

Locals residents in Bury St Edmonds, Suffolk, 
have set up a camp to stop an access road being 
built through virtually untouched water meadows to 
reach Green King Brewery. The brewery has had its 
planning application granted this January to extend 
the depot. 

There has been excellent press coverage and 
enormous local support for the camps, but they 
now need help to supplement their land occupation 
rota as most people have had to head back to work 
after the New Year. The camp has benders and tents 
but also needs tree dwellers should the water meadows 
flood. Food and firewood stores are currently well 
stocked, so if you can spare a week or two, or even 
a day or two, your help would be much appreciated. 
Contact 01359 240365 or 01284 760835 or The 
Glad Abbott, Watermeadows Defence Camp, Cullum 
Road, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33. 

DOCKERS SOLIDARITY 

Boosting the growing Earth Firstl/workers rights 
alliance, the Manchester Argos shop was targeted 
before Christmas in solidarity with the sacked 
Liverpool Dockers. 

The Dockers support group and EF! activists 
from the north west occupied and blockaded the 
city centre store on one of the busiest shopping 
days of the year. Activists linked themselves with 
armtubes and circled around the store, eventually 
stopping just inside the doors: others lined up on 
the goods counter and everyone was entertained by 
brilliant theatre and alternative Docker-supporting 
Christmas carols. Police at first opted for the 
stalemate of keeping the store open but letting 
activists stay but as the tempers of a few disgruntled 
shoppers increased, police action seemed likely and 
everyone decided to leave when the fire alarm went 
off. 

A strident picket outride turned most shoppers 
away but the ‘impartial’ police soon positioned 
themselves outside the doors making sure that people 
knew the shop was still officially open. 

However, custom was massively reduced, there 
were few arrests and the fight to put pressure on 
Mersey Port Authority, through asking Argos to 
pull out of using the port goes on. Contact 0161 
224 4846 

FASLANE SOLSTICE 
SHENANNIGANS 

On 22nd December protestors halted traffic 
going into Faslane Naval base for 1.5 hours during" 
the Faslane Peace Camp ‘Breach of the Peace?’ 
action. Over 30 people took to the road, locked 
on, sang, fire danced and chanted. The street party 
led to a traffic jam several miles long which delayed 
Strathclyde Constabulary’s arrival on the scene for 
some time! 

The action was called to highlight the hypocrisy 
of New Labour who are going to cut benefits to 
single parents yet still see fit to spend billions on 
Trident, the most horrific tool of genocide yet 
created. 

Initially the action was more a continuation of 
the Camp’s Solstice Party, but the atmosphere was 
soon ruined by the police mishandling of the 
situation. MoD Police became violent and several 
protestors were hurt while locked-on as the police 
attempted to lift them. Only one arrest was made. 

Some campaigners affected by police are making 
official complaints, so if anyone saw any incidents 
taking place, or has photos, police numbers etc, 
please contact the camp. Contact 01436 820901 


E10 HIT AGAIN 

The first trees have been cut down on the 
Leyton Relief Road (LRR) route in East London. 
As yet there is no security, although portakabins 
have arrived on site. 

The Leyton Relief Road is potentially a major 
development and will point directly across 
Walthamstow marshes (two SSSIs and a Nature 
Reserve). 

The scheme for the Leyton Relief Roadhas 
been floating around since the East London 
Assessment Survey, when it was part of a proposed 
route for the Mil Link Road. In the event, the 
Mil Link Road is being built down the Roding 
Valley but ever since the 1960s bits of the Lea 
Valley proposed route keep getting built anyway 
although of course these are “only little local 
road schemes.” 

The Public Inquiry into the Unitary 
Development Plan was won when* the Inspector 
recommended the wholesale deletion of the 
Leyton Relief Road scheme as it would "release 
suppressed demand” for a major road right up the 
valley. The Labour and Tory groups on the local 
council voted to ignore this and John Gummer 
decided not to overrule them because the scheme 
"did not warrant the intervention of the Secretary 
of State for the Environment.” Contact 0181 
527 9857 

MANCHESTER 
AIRPORT ACTION 

Manchester airport again became the target 
of protests to highlight issues which weren’t 
debated at the Kyoto climate talks. On 8th 
December, two actions took place. Twelve people 
used the latest advances in synchronised arm tube 
lock-on techniques to block the internal 
departures area. They surrounded x-ray equipment 
for an hour before being cordoned off by the 
police for another hour. They were then escorted 
out - whilst remaining in perfect formation. 

Meanwhile 10 people dressed in the 
traditional white suits and gas masks climbed onto 
the roof of the skylink walkway and unfurled 2 
giant banners reading 'Global warming the final 
warning' and 'stop aviation growth They came 
down after a few hours and were arrested for 
suspected criminal damage and contravening with 
two airport by-laws. Traffic was disrupted and 
some "flights were delayed. Contact 0161 224 
4846 

INTERNATIONAL CALL 
FOR SUPPORT 

On the 14th of January, Gardai (police) and 
about 20 men with chainsaws started cutting trees 
at Glen of the Downs, the first Irish road camp. 
At the moment theyare only cutting away from 
the camp. People managed to slow them down 
and no airests were made for obstructing the 
chainsaws. The forces of darkness managed to 
cut by driving quickly up and down the road in 
cars, cutting a few trees at a time. 

A High Court injunction on ordered Wicklow 
County Council not to fell any trees until 
Wednesday 21st but also ordered people not to 
“trespass” on the site. 

Anyone welcome, especially if you can bring 
over rope, climbing gear etc. Camp mobile +353 . 
88 210 7471, Dublin contact +353 1 4966094 
Tree 64, Glen O’The Downs, Kilmacanogue, Co. 
Wicklow. 


How to Contact the Earth First! Action Update 

Post: Earth First! Action Update, Dept 29, 1 Newton Street, Manchester Ml 1HW. Telephone: 0161 224 4846. E-mail: 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org. Enclose a SAE for replies. Send us your details if you want to subscribe to the free e-mail server. 
Earth First! Website address: http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/campalgns/ef/earthfirst.html 



THE NEW DEAL 

The New Deal is part of Labour ’s attempt to reduce unemployment and is based on the ethos that everyone must work to survive regardless of 
their situation. It has been criticised for its crude imposition of work discipline on claimants and has been compared to the USA workfare 
system in its coercion of the unemployed into working for an income which is on or below survival level 

THE PROCESS 

From January 1998 the New Deal will be pioneered in 12 Pathfinder areas and goes UK- wide in April 1998. Under 25 ’s unemployed for over 6 
months will be undergo a series of interviews - the Gateway - a ‘job guidance and counselling’ programme lasting 2 to 4 months. This will 
basically increase the hassle given to people signing on - they will be expected to “clearly examine their employment options and will be 
subjected to several interviews. Over 25 ’s will be subjected to the same process although they will have to have been unemployed for more than 
2 years to enter Gateway. Full details of the policy for over 25’ s are not yet clear. The aim of the Gateway period is to put 40% into an unsubsidised 
job or education - all others will be forced into one of four options. Claimants who refuse or fail will be required to take up a place identified for 
them by the Employment Service. If they refuse or fail to take up this there will be no option of continued full benefit - sanctions will be applied. 

THE OPTIONS 

1. The emplpyment option 
A 6 month job with a private or public employer, 
with one day per week training. The employer gets 
a £60 per week subsidy and is supposed to pay a 
standard wage - suggested £90/week minimum. 

After the 6 months employers can replace these 
subsidised workers with other subsidised workers. 

The aim isto place 40% of scheme participants into 
this option. 

2. The voluntary option 

Working for a voluntary organisation for 6 months, 
paid benefits plus the equivalent of £15 per week. 

One day per week training. (13% target for this 
outcome) 

3. The environmental task force option 
Same conditions as voluntary sector. Similar to 
community service but with a few extras to disguise 
this. A glimmer of light under this option is that it 
may be possible for local recycling co-ops, resource 
centres, etc to be part of the consortium running 
this option and thus create relatively sane 
placements for campaigners. (22% target) 

4. The education option 
On existing benefits. Only available for those lacking NVQ level 2. (25% target) 

Placement length can vary, in Manchester, for example, placements will be for 1 2 months. The number of options available can also vary: in some 
places the voluntary sector and the Environmental Task Force are being combined into one option. 

Throughout time spent in one of the options the focus will be on getting or maintaining a job in the regular labour market after the New Deal 
period. The later stages of each option will therefore include intensified monitoring by the Employment Service. 

THE REALITY CHECK 

Labour promises monitoring will take place to ensure that employers don’t just replace jobs with New Deal workers or use them to fill naturally 
occuring vacancies: however this is happening in a context of falling wages and employers seeking any excuse to introduce low paid casual 
work. The New Deal can only intensify this process by providing cheap labour for employers, undermining wages and conditions and replacing 
current going rate jobs with underpaid conscripts. Sainsbury is planning to recruit up to 1000 young people on the New Deal; Tesco will 
guarantee interviews to all New Deal candidates; Littlewoods Home Shopping Division is working to incorporate the New Deal into all future 
recruitment planning. 

Reed and Manpower recruitment agencies will actually work in Job Centres, processing claimants through the Gateway and finding placements. 
This has been criticised as the thin edge of eventual Employment Service privatisation. As far as claimants are concerned this means they will 
be dealing, not with ES staff, but with employees of a private recruitment company with an entirely different set of priorities. 

The voluntary sector will also be liit - if it becomes accepted that the voluntary sector should depend on part of its workforce being unemployed 
people on schemes, then the case for adequate funding for sufficient staff paid decent wages is undermined. 

RESIST SOCIAL CONTROL 

Contact your local Groundswell group or Edinburgh Claimants , c/o Peace and Justice Centre, St Johns, Princes St, Edinburgh 0131 557 6242 

SEND US YOUR NEWS!! 

We can't tell you if you don't tell us. Send your news, stories, prisoners addresses, quotes, leaflets and up coming dates on the the back 
of an envelope, A4 sheet, computer disk or email to EF! AU. Don't forget pictures, (as photos or graphics files,) or drawings. 




Aran Valley EF! 
do 1 York P,d 
Littlchampton, W. Sussex 
01903 721615 
3 ntxrf^yadicalflufl[daaxvco.ik 

Bath EF! 

P.O.Box 426 

Bath BA1 2ZD 

Beal Valley Rescue 
33 Valley Rise 
Rushcroft, Oldham, 
Lancashire OL2 7QF 

Blackburn EF! 

12 Balmoral Road 
Darwen 

Lancs, BB3 2EW 
01254 777079 

Bristol EF! 
c/o Box 5 1 
Greenleaf Bookshop 
82 Colston St 
Bristol BS1 5BB 
01 17 939 3093 

Camboumc EF! 
c/o Hartis Farm 
Copper Hill 
Troon, Camboume 
Cornwall 


Cambridge EF! 

Box E , 12 Mill Road, 
Cambridge 

CardifTEF! 

c/o Green Group 

Glamorgan Uni SU 

Pontypridd 

Mid-Glamorgan 

CF37 1DL 

Cardigan Bay EF! 
Temperance House Taliesin 
Powys. Mid Wales 

Chichester EF! 

c/o West Sussex Wildlife 

Protection, P.O. Box 3058 

Littlehampton 

W. Sussex BN 16 3LG 


East Devon EF! 

PO Box 6 
Ottery St. Mary 
Devon EX11 1YL 
http://www.fury361. 
demon. co uk/a30/ 
index.htm 

Faslane Peace Camp 
Shandon, Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire 
Scotland. G84 8HT 
01436 820901 

FifeEF! 

c/o 91 South St 

St. Andrews, Fife KYI 6 9Q 


Forest Action Network 
4 Kingsley House 
Avonmoor Place 
London W14 5RW0171 
602 5889 

afu 01 b@bangor.ac.uk __ 


Glasgow EF! 
POBox 180, 
Glasgow. G4 9AB. 


Guildford EF! 

PO Box217 
Guildford, Surrey 
GUI 1WS 
Fax: 01483 203212 


Gwendracth Valley EF! 
Y Gymru Annibynnol 
24 Yr erw 
Burry Port 
CarmsSA16 0DA 

Gwynned & Mon EFt 
Muddy Paradise, Tan-y* 
Coed Canol, Ceunant, 
Caernarfon, Gwynedd, 
LL55 4RN 
(01286) 871 874 
afu 01 b@bangor.ac.uk 


Hereford EF! 

58 Aylestone Hill 
Hereford HR11HX 
01432 358618 

Hillfort EF! 

9 Hordens Close 
Chippenham Wilts 
SN15 3AA 
01249 650078 


Hull On Earth 
c/o PO Box 33 
Hull HU1 IAA 
01482 218377 


LEAF 

BoxZ, 

13, Biddulph St 
Leicester I.E2 1BH 
Tel/Fax .0116 255 3223 


Leeds EF! 

1 6 Sholcbrock Avenue 
Leeds LS7 3HB 
01 13 262 9365 

comcrstonc@gn apc.org 


Liverpool EF! 
96 Bold Street 
Liverpool LI 


Lune EF! 
c/o Bookcellar 
9 Meeting House Lane 
Lancaster, LAI 1TJ 
01524 849 313 


Manchester EF! 

Dept 29, 1 Newton St 
Manchester Ml 1HW 
Tel/Fax : 0161 224 4846 
trarxrfa&vpcadosgltfailnctcaiic 


Mendip Hills not Holes 
Deadwoman's Bottom 
Protest Camp 
NrGreenFarm 
Chantry, Frome BA 1 1 
01749 880144 


Mid- Somerset EF! 

PO Box 23 

5 High St, Glastonbury 
Somerset BA6 9PU 


Norfolk EF! 

The Greenhouse 
42-46 Bethel St 
Norwich NR2 1NR 
Nottingham EF! 
c/o The Rainbow Centre 
182 Mansfield Road 
Nottingham NG1 3HW 
0115 9585666 


Oldham EF! 

Dept 1 10, 1 Newton Street 
Manchester Ml 1HW 
0161 628 5128 


Oxford EF! 

Box E 

1 1 1 Magdalen Rd 
Oxford. 0X4 IRQ 


REACT 

6 Edinburgh Cr. 
Leamington Spa 
CV3 13LL 


Reclaim the Streets 
PO BOX 9656 
London N4 4JY 
0171 281 4621 
rts@gn.apc.org 
http:// 

www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk / 
campaigns/ rts.html 


Reclaim the Valleys 
c/o Swansea Environment 
Centre, Pier Street 
Swansea, SA1 1RY 


Save Lyminge Forest 
Greensword 
The Spout House 
Lyminge 
Kent CT21 4LQ 
01303 265737 
Fax: 01233 720127 


Sheffield EF! 

50 Clavwood Drive 
Sheffield S2 2TU 
higoss@plnc.shu.ac.uk 


South Devon EF! 
Birdwood House 
44 High Street 
Totnes, Devon 


South Downs EF! 

PO Box 2971 
Brighton BN2 2GY 

savage@easynetco.uk 

http:// 

wsvw.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campalgns/ef/ 
earthfirst.html 


South Somerset EF! 
31 Hamdon Close 
Stoke-Sub-l lamdon 
Somerset T A 1 4 6QN 
01935 825074 


Swansea People EF! 
c/o Green Action 
Swansea University SU 
Swansea. Wales 


The Flat Oak Society 
c/o 3 St Alphege Lane 
Canterbury 
Kent CT1 2EB 
01227 463368 


Upper Nene EF! 

BoxE, 

24 St Michaels Avenue, 
Northampton NN1 


Warwick EF! 
c/o Green Society 
Students Union 
University of Warwick 
Coventry CV4 7AL 

suuad@csv.warwick.ac.uk 


Wolves Eco Action 
c/o Wolves Hunt Sabs 
Box H 

Wolverhampton 
University SU 
Wulfruna Street 
Wolverhampton 


YorkEF! 
c/o York LEAF 
Peace Centre 
Clifford Street, York 
01904 410185 


Corporate Watch 
BoxE, 111 Magdalen Rd 
Oxford, 0X4 IRQ 
01865 791391 
mail@corporatewatch.i- 
way.co.uk 

http://www.oneworld.org/ 

cw/ 


Dead Trees EF!/Do or Die 
do South Downs EF! 


DELTA 

BoxZ 

13, Biddulph Street 
Leicester LE2 lBHTel; 
0116 255 3223 
Lvnx@gn.apc.org 


Genetically-Manipulated 
Free Prisoner Support 
c/o Manchester EF! 


Earth First! Action Update 
(see Manchester EFI) 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 


EF! Counter Culture 

Collective 

c/o Manchester EF1 


Making Wave* 

PO Box 13 
Ottery St Mary 
Devon EX11 1ZD 
Tel/fax: 01404 811006 


Spirit of Freedom 
(Earth Lib. Prisoners) 
do BM HEAL 
London WC1N 3 XX 


Head Slate Support Group 
'Witch’s Green' 

54 Mill Rd. 

North Lancing 
W. Sussex BN15 OPZ 


No Opencast 
190 Shepherds Bush Rd 
London W6 7NL 
0171 603 1831 
fax. 0171 610 44 31 


Parents Action Network 
Brambles Housing Co-op 
82 Andover St 
Sheffield S3 9EH 
0114 279 7164 


Road Alert! 

PO Box 5544 Newbury 
Berkshire RG14 5FB 
roadalert@gn.apc.org 


INTERNATIONAl 


ASEED Europe 
PO Box 92066, 

1090 AB Amsterdam 
Netherlands 
00 31 20 6682236 
a9QKkva@irtmnajlAulcnontxfi 


Green Action POB 4721 
Station E , Ottawa 
Ontario 

Canada K1S5H9 


Coast Mountains EF! 
1472 Commercial Drive 
Box 128 

Vancover BC V5L 3X9 
Canada 

604 708 9660 


Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415 
Eugene OR 97440 
USA 

541 344 8004 
earthflr5t@igc.apc.org 


Eco- Action EF! France 
95, rue de la Marine62224 
Equihen-plage, France 
eco- 

ction.ef.mala@wanadoo.fr 


Ecodefence! 

Moskovsky prospekt 
120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
Russia 

ecodefence@glas.apc.org 


Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61 

Finland 

ransu@sci.fi 

http://www.sci.fi/~ransu 


Rainbow Keepers 
(Ukraine) 

do Naida Shevchenko 
Glushko va 17-22 
Kiev 252187 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


Rainforest Information 
Center POB 368 
Lismore NSW 2480 
Australia 

066 21 85 05 

Slovakia EF! 

A. Hlinku 11 

96001 Zvolen, Slovakia 

koienka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 


FIN 

Umwcltprojektwerkstatt 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH 
10965 Berlin 
Germany 

Tel:00 49 30 78913144 
mprowe@ipberlin.berlinet.de 


Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069 
3508 AB Utrecht 
The Netherlands 
ruigoord@hotmail.com 


An Talamh Glas/Fobal 
an Dulra (Irl*h AU) 
Unlt66, Liffey Trust Bldg 
117 Upper Sherriff Street 
Dublin 1, Eire 
00353 1 855 0965 
alien r@bluewin.ch 


Volunteers For Earth 
Defence 

189 Sail Antonio Ext 
SFDM 

105 Quezon City 
Philippines 


THER CONTACTS 


Advisory Service for 
Squatters 2, St Pauls Road 
London N1 2QN 
0171 359 8814 


ALF Supporters Group 
BCM Box 1160 
London WC IN 3 XX 


Anarchist Black Cross 
c/o 121 Railtnn Rd 
London. SE24 OLR 


Anarchist-Primitivist 
Network PO Box 252 
Rickmanswortli, Herts 
WD3 3AY 


Anti-Fascist Action 
BM Box 1734 
London WC1N 3XX 
0161 232 0813 


Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road Campaign 
Greenwood Protest Site 
adj. to ARC Quarry 
London Road 
Canwell nr Sutton 
Coldfield W.Midlands 
0797 0301978 


Campaign Legal Group 
43 Swan Meadow Rd. 
Poolstock 
Wigan WN3 5BJ 
01942 513792 
clg@onnlincam.win- 
uk.net 


Conscious Cinema 
PO BOX 2679 
Brighton BN2 2EF 
01273 278018 


Contraflow 
56A Info Shop 
56 Crampton St 
London. SE17 
Fax: 0171 326 0353 


Counter Information 
do Transmission 
28 King St 
Glasgow. G1 5QP 


Earth Circus Network 
do P.O. Box 2679 
Brighton BN2 2DN 
00378 636254 


Environmental 
Ploughshares 
Dept 126 
1 Newton St 
Manchester Ml 1HW 


Freedom Network 
PO BOX 9384 London. 
SW9 7ZB 0171 793 7343 


Genetic Engineering 
Network 
PO Box 9656 
London N4 4JY 
181 374 9SI6 


Green Anarchist Network 

BCM 1715 

London WC1N 3XX 


Hunt Saboteurs Assoc. 

PO BOX 2786 
Brighton BN2 2AX 
01273 622827 
hsa@gn.apc.org 
http://cnvirolink.org/arrs/ 
HSA/hsa.httnl 


Friends of MOVE 
P.O.Box 14129 
London W12 8GR 


Justice?/Schnews 
PO Box 2600 
Brighton 

E. Sussex BN2 2DX 
01273 685913 
http://www.cbuzz.co.uk/ 
SchNEWSindex.lrtml 


Legal Defence & 
Monitoring Group 
BM Haven 
London. WC1N 3 XX 
0181 5337116 


EarthRights 
Battlebridge Centre 
Baltlebridge Rd 
London NW1 2TL 
0171 278 1005 
earthriglns@gn.apc.org 


Liverpool Dockers 
c/o 9 Scorton Street 
Liverpool L6 

0151 207 3388 

McLibel Support 
Campaign 
5 Caledonian Rd 
London N1 9DX 
0171 713 1269 
lnfo@mcsnotlight.org 

Menwith Womens Peace 
Camp A59 Lay-By 
Nr. Menwith Hill Spybase 
Nr. Harrogate, N. Yorks 
01943 468593 


Reclaim Europe 
115a Jerningham Road 
London SEW 5NH 
0171 639 3154 
europ@globalnetco.uk 


Squall 

PO-Box 8959 
London N12 5HW 
0171 561 1204 
Fax: 0171 272 9243 


STROPP(Stop the Road on 
Peaks Pamham) 

P.O.Box 162 
Grimsby 

01472 278845 


Third Battle of Newbury 
PO BOX 5520 
Newbury. RG14 7YW 
01635 45544 
http://www.gn.apc.org/ 
newbury / 


The Land is Ours 
Box E 

1 1 1 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 0X4 IRQ 
01865 722016 


UK Subs 

Dept 125, 1 Newton St 
Manchester Ml 1HW 


— — WHAT IS EARTH FIRST!? 

c C- ♦. ■ „ „ umun or a campaign but a convenient banner for people who share similar philosophies to work under. The general principles behind the name are 

nnn ^hierarchical m-ganisation^and^he use of direct action to confront, stop, and eventually reverse the forces that are responsible for the destruction of the Earth and it s inhabitants, 
^elibov^ contort^ us groups that consider themselves to share these principles. International contacts are entry pomts mto that country s own network of groups. 

Othercontacts are ones whose aims and principles are ones that we agree with fully or tn part, or groups that wc think may be of use or interest to people. 

Uincr CU.IKU, r New additions or alterations are shown in bold. . 
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7 f6/V 

ORGANISE THE EARTH FIRST! SUMMER GATHERING 

There will be a preliminary organising meeting for anyone interested in organising the next Earth 
First! Summer Gathering (ideally at least one representative from each EF! group). Meet by 12 noon on 
Saturday 28th February at Cqmerstone, 16 Sholebroke Avenue, Chapeltown, Leeds LS6. For directions 
telphone: 0113 262 9365 or e-mail: comerstones@gn.apc.org Accomodation will be provided - bring 
sleeping bags and some money for food. The more EF! groups that are represented the better it'll be. 


KINGSTON MAKING 
WAVES 


Making Waves, formerly known as the Sea Sabs, 
charted up the river Thames to appear at the camp at 
Kingston in West London. A railway bridge spanning 
the Thames was the first target - a 'Save Our Trees’ 
banner was suspended with two abseilers dropping into 
a boat waiting underneath. The police arrived in a total 
of seven cars and started chasing the boat up the river. 

Making Waves supported the Kingston camp again 
when four activists and Father Christmas scaled the 
front door of the Lib Dem HQ in Westminster to drop 
a 'Trees not Sleaze’ banner. The trees that Making 
Waves were referring to are being cut to provide views 
of the river for a housing development. Contact the 
camp on 0181 287 3118 or Making Waves on 01404 
81100. 

EXPOSING CORPORATE 
EUROPE 

During the EU Summit, a press conference was 
disrupted over EU expansion in central and eastern 
Europe, the MAI and patents on life. Activists also 
stormed the European Investment Bank, holding 
banners from the roof to draw attention to its 
exploitative nature. 

For more info on EU get Europe Inc, £5 from 
corporate Europe Observatory, Prinseneiland 329, 
1013 LP, Amsterdam Netherlands. 3130 236 44 22 
Ceo@xs4all.nl 

FANTASY FOOTBALL 

Reclaim the Streets and Strike Oil! activists took 
over a pitch-sized part of City Road in London in 
December for an unofficial game of football. Drivers 
were quite patient after an initial attempt to turn the 
game into slalom racing but the police arrived after 
about 20 minutes - just as the first-half whistle went - 
and helped to remove the goal-posts. Meanwhile 
oranges were being handed out to the players. Due to 
police invading the pitch the 2nd half was postponed... 
Timed to coincide with the half-way point of the Kyoto 
.Climate Conference in Japan, the match featured 
activists dressed as top political players like Tony Blair 
and Bill Clinton alongside numerous be-suited corporate 
leaders, playing with a football painted to resemble the 
Earth. 

The ‘global’ football match marked the last day of 
the RTS/Strike Oil! occupation and rehabilitation of a 
disused petrol station. This had been transformed into 
a petrol-free garage with banners, murals and art 
installations as well as various activities - cycle' demos, 
bike-powered parties, kids’ days - and a daily commuter 
cafe. Contact 0171 281 4621 rts@gn.apc.org 

POLICE SAY SORRY... 

The police have apologised to local councillors 
for their behaviour at the Oxford street party on 
November 1st. The meeting was arranged after pressure 
from the local Green Party. The police asked them to 
withdraw their official complaints in return for the 
apology, which the Green councillors refused to do until 
the police made the apology publicly in a local 
newspaper. The police have promised to use their video 
tapes from the day to identify those officers who’d 
forgotten to put their numbers on, and those who had 
a "heavy attitude”, which they now admit was 
inappropriate for what should have been a peaceful 
protest. 


SHELL CONFERENCE 
DISRUPTED 

Nottingham EF! activists upstaged Shell by 
scaling flag poles and lamp posts outside a 
Nottingham hotel hosting a Shell conference. 
Shell death heads and banners reading 'Solar not 
Oil’ were displayed for both delegates and passers- 
by to see. These were ripped down by security 
staff but the group had already moved on to the 
next stage of their plan with 4 Earth Firstlers 
getting into the conference and raising questions 
about Shell’s involvement in Nigeria, and their 
contribution to global warming. 

The activists had to squirm while Shell’s plans 
for the UK were put forward, including ‘‘We want 
to create a world called Select, a world that 
revolves around shopping and driving.”. Shell 
are also offering the reassuring tones of ‘‘What 
we are saying to you, is trust us”. 

HOT SPRING 98 

In mid December activists from across 
Europe, Russia and Nigeria, held an ASEED 
gathering which ran parallel to the EU summit 
focusing on globalisation and corporate rule. The 
gathering was most fruitful in creating a ‘global 
action feeling’. The concept ‘hot spring’ was 
floated - political activities to confront the 
centralisation of power byTNCs in the next 6 
months. This complements the fever surrounding 
People’s Global Action(PGA), one of the events 
in the hot spring, as is the EU directive on life 
patents in March, signing of the MAI in April, 
G8 and WTO in May, and EU Summit in June. In 
the UK action planning is in full swing. Contact 
Corporate Watch, Reclaim The Streets and 
Manchester EF! (See contacts list). 

GERMAN TREE 
DEFENCE 

On the 22nd of December people hindered 
the felling of a mature wood in the way of the 
new German A20 coastal motorway (300km 
long!). The road is planned to link W Germany 
to the cheap labour and new markets in Poland. 
(It won’t help the high unemployment in East 
Germany or the unspoilt landscape and significant 
nature reserves there). There had been a camp at 
the site for 2 years, which was given up last 
summer due to harassment by locals. 

The workers on site were extremely 
aggressive, threatening people with chainsaws and 
totally ignoring all health and safety rules, eg, 
trees fell to the ground just a few feet away from 
occupied trees. One protestor was badly injured 
in the back of the knee with a chainsaw as people 
stopped work by encircling the workers and trees. 

More than half the trees on route were 
temporarily saved because they were occcupied 
and connected with rope but against official 
statements that work would rest till New Year 
the rest of the trees were cut down early on Xmas 
day. Further actions are planned. Fax action against 
tree surgeons planned for the 22 January. 

TUSEK GmbH, Fax 0049 3998 222188; 
MTS GmbH, Fax 0049 39771 23586 or 0049 
39771 23240 Contact: No A20, c/o JAPS, 
Fuerstengraben 30, 07743 Jena, Germany. 
gl.thuer.presse@ipn-b.comlink.apc.org Fax: 00 
49 3641 449304 


LEGAL DISCLAIMER: The editors of the Earth First! Action Update do not intend to encourage 
people to carry out any illegal action. The Action Update is for information purposes only. 
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EVENTS 


JANUARY 

1 8 Shut down Hillgrove Farm (nr. Witney), cat 
breeders for vivisection call 0121 632 6460 

FEBRUARY 

2 1 West Country gathering. Workshops, planning 

and party. For info or tq offer workshops contact 
01225 312688 or for lift-sharing and 

- accommodation 01225 466526 

23 - 25 Meeting to establish a platform for worldwide 
action against trade liberalisation: the Peoples’ 
Global Aclion(PGA) against “Free” Trade and 
the WTO, Geneva. Contact Play Fair Europe! 
+49-241-80 37 92 email: playfair@asta.rwth- 
aachen.de 

MARCH 

7 -8 Zapatista Challenge Conference, a call to activists 
in the UK and around the world to confront 
neoliberalism and support the continuing 
struggle of the Zapatistas in Mexico. Praxis 
Centre, Pott St, London E2 (Bethnal Green Tube 
station). Contact 0114 2765675, or Mexico 
Support Group 0181 682 2402. 

14 Birmingham City Centre Cycle Rally. Mass ride 
of the Birmingham ringway to support cycling 
and say no to the planned Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road. Meet Chamberlain Square, city centre 
midday. Bring music, whistles, air homs. 

14 - 15 Counter Globalisation Network gathering. 

Learning about and planning around G8 summit. 
World Trade Organisation, Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment Contact 0161 224 
4846. 

28 -29 Mass Trespass in commemoration of the Diggers. 

Meeting Saturday, 1 2 midday for mass trespass to 
mystery site (no dogs). Food & entertainment in 
evening and improvements to a piece of land 
followed by a mid-aflemoon meal on Sunday. 
Bring gardening tools, seedlings and saplings, 
food, shelter and instruments. The Land Is Ours 
office will have meeting point details from 
February and the location will be on the 
answerphone from the Saturday evening. 
Contact01865 722016 or 0402 176410 e-mail 
office@tlio.demon.co.uk 

APRIL 

1 The first ever Diggers’ Day commemoration - on 

the day The Digger colony began a group will be 
going to St George’s Hill to commemorate the 
349th anniversary of Winstanley’s settlement 

3-5 Gathering Visions, Gathering Strength 11, 
Manchester University. A weekend gathering to 
bring together direct activists from different 
movements and generations to explore social 
change and how we can do it 1 Contact 0 1 6 1 834 
8301 

MAY 

9 Reclaim the Streets in Birmingham city centre. 

9 Wolverhampton Reclaim The Streets - more details 

to follow. Contact c/o Wolves Eco Action (see 
Contact List) 

15-17 G8 meeting, Birmingham. Shithot actions around 
the summit of the 8 most powerful industrialised 
nations. Details soon. 


CAMPS 


Alvis Factory peace camp - 01926 338805 
Ashton Court Quarry - 01 17 9393093 
Bingley relief road (decision due this spring) - 01274 
504626 

Birmingham Northern Relief Road - 0797 0301978 
Brewery road in Bury St Edmonds - 01359 240365 or 
01284 

Faslane Peace Camp - 01436 820901 

Greenham - 01374 136728 

Huntingdon Life Science laboratories - 0589 026435 

Kebele squat - 0117 9399469 

Teddy Bear bypass camp - 0468 221454 

Menwith Hill womens peace camp - 01943 468593 





On the 6th of December, 5 Finnish ALF 
activists targeted a fur farm in an attempt to spray 
the farmed foxes with an harmless Henna dye. 
This was the fourth time the farm had been visited. 
The alarm system woke up the farmer who ran 
after them with a shotgun. Three of them were 
shot, Elina Salonen was hit in her lower back, Joni 
Pumonen was hit five times on his arms and legs 
and Jani Scppala was hit 9 times, one of them 
piercing his lungs. They all escaped in a car but 
were arrested by the police and were consequently 
taken to hospital. The farmer, Markku Kuisma 
was arrested for ‘aggravated assault’ (not 
attempted murder). The five were charged under 
‘aggravated breach of the peace’ and were 
remanded for three days. Elina hasn t been released 
yet after four weeks and is on hunger stike. For 
more info, letters of support EVR TR, PL403, 
00121 Helsinki, Finland. 

TURN YOURSELF IN 

The first arrests at a cannabis users ‘Turn 
Yourself In’ happened at the beginning of the 
event on I4' h December. About 100 people were 
joined by two vans of police who piled out to 
begin searching individuals. One man who had 
been handing out tobacco cigarettes approached a 
policeman and asked to be arrested for poisoning 
and assault, but was refused because ‘tobacco is 
not a controlled substance’. 

The crowd then went to hand themselves in 
for their ‘crime’ but the police suggested that 
they might have something better to do: it was 
suggested to the police that they might have 
something better to do than busting people for 
using cannabis, such as arresting people whose 
crime has a victim 

The police brought out reinforcements and 
said that if people really wanted to be arrested, 
they ‘would be happy to accommodate them’. A 
campaigner put w'ords to this eflect to the crowd 
but in doing so he was arrested for Breach of The 
Peace and taken to a police van. A photographer 
was then arrested ‘for not having a bath’ Further 
arrests took place but only one activist was charged 
with Possession of Cannabis, even though he didn t 
have any. He is charged with possessing an 
unspecified amount at an unspecified place in Leeds 
on an unspecified date in 1997! The only evidence 
against him is that he says it’s true! Watch out 
Bill Clinton. 

Contact Cannabis Legalisation Action Group, 
PO Box HP94, Leeds LS6 1YJ. E-mail 
claglecds@hotmail.com 


On 22nd December 45 men and women in 
Acteal, a community in Polho in the Zapatista 
Autonomous Municipality, Chiapas, Mexico were 
gunned down by a paramilitary group. The 
massacre followed 7 months of state funded 
violence against communities supporting the 
Zapatistas. 

In May last year paramilitary groups, armed 
with AK-47’s and backed-up by the state police, 
began displacing the unarmed men, women and 
children of communities in the Polho municipality. 
There have been 14 communities displaced to 
date. There are currently 8,800 refugees in 3 camps 
in Polho. 

Their possessions and land have been sold and 
their homes burnt. Many of those who failed to 
escape have been killed, others are still in hiding 
in the mountains without shelter or supplies. The 
camps are suffering from severe shortages of food, 
water, shelter and medicines and children are dying. 

Approx 2,400 people are reported to be unable 
to leave their communities and attempts to rescue 
them have been prevented by the armed 
paramilitaries. Harassment of their communities 
continues and the Zapatistas and their supporters 
are requesting international aid. 

See Events listing for Zapatista Challenge 
Conference on 7/8 March; contact Mexico Support 
Group on 0181 682 2402 

XANADU..DU..DU... 

There will be an open day for the Xanadu 
Campaign (70 Acres of leisure, billed as the UKs 
largest indoor leisure complex). If you are 
• interested lending a hand ring 01942-513792. 
Experienced climbers needed, food and shelter 
provided. 

DON'T TRUST A DUTY 
SOLICITIOR 

Activists arrested at the office occupation 
after the Doe Hill Opencast action in October 
have been charged with Aggravated Trespass 
(section 68 CJA) and stopping work (section 241 
of the labour relations act). Unfortunately much 
of the case against them will probably come from 
the interviews and statements they made in the 
police station so they could get out that night, (as 
advised by the solicitor). He forgot to remind 
them that they were probably giving, "evid< 
that may be used against them in a court of |i 


3 year prison sentences have been handed 
out to each of the ‘GANDALF 3’ for 
reporting on direct action: the 3 were found 
guilty of ‘conspiracy to incite persons 
unknown to commit criminal damage’. 

Saxon Wood (CK4322), HMP Winchester, 
Romsey Road, Winchester, S022 
Steve Booth (CK.4323), HMP Preston. 2 
Ribbleton Lane, Preston, PR1 5AB 
Noel Molland (CK4321), HMP Guys 
Marsh, Shaftsbury, Dorset SP7 OAH 


1 1 years for carrying out arson attacks on 
meat lorries, incitement and escaping from 
police custody during animal liberation 
activities. 

Keith Mann (EE3588), HMP Long Lartin, 
South Littleton. Evesham, Worcs, WR1 1 


Manchester Airport EF! activists are on 
remand facing serious charges in relation to 
the Manchester airport campaign (up for 
trial mid January). John Davies fears that, 
if convicted, he might be made into a 
Category A prisoner. 

John Davies (CH4539) Ian Williamson 
(CH5067), HMP Altcoursc, Fazakerley, 
Liverpool. L9 7LH 

Mr Free Rob Cannabis of the Cannabis 
Hemp Information Club(CHIC). the Free 
Medical Marijuana Foundation (FMMF) and 
proprietor of a Glastonbury Hemp shop was 
imprisoned early January for seven days for 
“wilful non-payment” of fine and costs for 
the possession of 1.57 grams of herbal 
cannabis. The Judges were not 
unsympathetic to Free Rob’s cause. Free 
Rob’s statement included "Cannabis is 
plant that Jias served humanity for thousands 
of years, providing us with our four basic 
needs of food, fibre, fuel and medicine. I 
cannot pay this fine as this would show my 
support for this physically and morally 
harmful law.” Contact 01458-835769 
e -mail: cannabisinfo@gn.apc.org 
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE EF! ACTION UPDATE 


^ Counter Information 

c/o Transmission 

Address 28 King St 

Glasgow 

G1 5QP 


e next twelve issues. 


Subscriptions cost a minimum contribution of £5 (~ 

the Action Update going and to enable us to reply to enquiries and give free subscriptions to prisoners, I'bfaries comnnun ty groups etc.. 
cheques and postal orders payable to Earth First! Remember security, false names and a collect or care of address best. 

^^)lf the circle is ticked your subscription has run out - renew it now! 
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GE DECON- FEST 


Recently, many of the country’s genetically engineered pollution sites have been decontaminated. In 
Aberdeen, concerned citizens scythed a large X across a field of GE oilseed rape, highlighting the 
many Scottish release sites and the lack of public debate. This crop is likely to be the first to get a 
commercial license here, which would mean that a huge area could be planted with it. Oilseed rape 
has a high cross-pollination rate, fertilising normal (non-GE) plants up to 2.5 km away - you may 
have witnessed its familiar yellow flowers recently beside roads, and in fields of other crops. 

During the night of 4th June, 7 Frankenstein rapeseed fields were ‘destroyed’ across Derbyshire (3 sites), Glouces- 
tershire, Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and Worcestershire. Days later, the Lincolnshire Loppers struck at the 
only dough the companies really care about: a demonstration GE wheat field was subject to “wanton destruction” 
(so said one Professor, so now we know!) the night before the Cereals ’98 trade fair viewing. Half a week later, at 
a minute to midnight, a field of GE oilseed rape at Penicuik in Scotland was no more (with campaigners also visiting 
the second field only 4 days later). “ Once the genetic genie is out of the bottle, it will be impossible to put it back 
again.” 

In the last month, other sites cleaned up have been rape in Norfolk and near Ponteland, and 2 sugar beet fields in 
Norfolk. Aliens visited Essex just before a Farming Futures show, using a green ray to decontaminate the site of 
oilseed rape, and warn humankind of the dangers. 

With majority public opinion on our side (according to recent polls), Brookside, and Prince Charles on board 
(hoorah, bless his cotton, or silk, socks), no wonder that Monsanto has launched a £1 million PR offensive. For 
further details, or how to find your local GE release site, try Fife EF! (north of the border), or GEN for your local 
group. 

Coming to a field near you...the genetiX snowball will be rolling from July 4th (independence from US multination- 
als and all that). It will spread open accountable nonviolent resistance to GE crops by encouraging people to 
safely pull up a small amount of crops, then get more people to join them every fortnight. See enclosed flyer, and 
contact genetiX snowball for more to distribute. 


CROP SQUAT! 

At 5am Saturday 23rd of May, Britain’s first “crop squat” began, 
as 30 odd (very odd!) anti-GE activists moved onto a release site 
for experimental sugar beet at Kirby Bedon, near Norwich. Ac- 
tivists met in London the night before for the usual briefing on 
law, the action, the site, and what to do on arrival - like putting 
up Section 6 notf.ces, a yurt, and a marquee. Police arrived within 
40 minutes, and apoligized for their initial hastiness, “sorry, we 
heard there were 30 people in a field with sticks, but got here and 
saw you were building wig-wams !” 

Within a few hours, gardens were established, transform- 
ing this epitome of industrial corporate agriculture into organic 
growing, along with the essentials of camp life (toilets, kitchen 
and campfire), and a well-resourced info centre. The press ar- 
rived and carried on doing so for the next two weeks. At times 
the “radical gardeners” (as a local PC called us) regretted just 
being a media circus, but our success was bigger than that Most 
support came from local people, some camping at night and go- 
ing to work in the morning, and a successful rally brought in 
people naturally shy of protest sites. 

With an eviction order passed after two weeks occupa- 
tion (what do you expect if you squat the land of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Norfolk?) we packed up and left. Resist the eviction? 
Maybe next time; we felt we’d done well to bring so much atten- 
tion to the issues and the alternatives, to worry Novartis (the 
crop’s testers), and to get in the face of the genetix industry. We 
knew we were trying too hard when the local gamekeeper 
complimented our behaviour and the Chief Inspector said we were 
the nicest protesters we’d ever met - perhaps we can justify this 
as outreach to the mainstream...! 

If you want to do a crop squat in your area, drop Norfolk 
EF! a S AE to find out how we did it. 

GLOBAL RESISTANCE 

The People’s Global Action network, comprising people from 
many social sectors (small fanners, indigenous peoples, work- 
ers, women, ethnic groups, unemployed and many others) against 
neo-liberalism, believe over a hundred thousand people globally 
protested the G8 Summit and the Second Ministerial Confer- 
ence of the World Trade Organisation. Actions included a long 


list of street parties, a march of 50,000 landless, homeless and 
unemployed people in Brazil, 23 regional conferences against 
the WTO in India, and anti-MAI demonstrations in Canada. In 
Geneva, where the WTO is seated, they were met with riots and 
street parties, which they met with arrests, and the explusion of 
foreigners. There’ll be another PGA conference (after the last 
one in Geneva) in two years, bringing all these people together in 
India. Contact <pga@agpp.org> 

BINGLEY BIRTHDAY BASH 

June 13-15 saw a successful “weekend of party and protest" at 
Ryeloaf Camp, Bingley. On Saturday night a sound system kept 
people boogying despite rain and mud, celebrating the camp’s 
2nd birthday. After a day of workshops, 25 activists disrupted 
work at the greenfield housing site in the nearby village of Sandy 
Lane. Local people, who initiated the direct action campaign, 
acted as legal observers, until a heavy police presence signalled 
half time. Resumption of play was at a much larger housing de- 
velopment in nearby Thackley. Work was stopped completely 
for most of the day. Workers were happy to have the afternoon 
off to watch telly (In-ger-land, In-ger-land), and there were no 
arrests. Scotland Yard, however, had earlier expressed interest 
in the Urgent network and certain active individuals. . 

Sandy Lane locals are currently squatting a field to pre- 
vent the laying of water pipes to new houses, guarding the site 
with Boris and Doris, a pair of geese rumoured to be responsible 
for organising the successful Stonehenge Free Festival. Contact 
Ryeloaf camp for more, or Residents Action Group for the Envi- 
ronment, on 01 274 495 264. You could also let Robert Monkmam, 
the Regional Director for Brians luxury housing developers know 
what you think of their projects on 01937 523333, fax 523347. 

HULMENS NEED GREENS 

In Hulme, an inner-city area of Manchester being thoroughly ‘re- 
generated’ (ie knocked down so Asda and the like can move in), 
local residents saw red when one of the few green areas remain- 
ing for community interaction was threatened by a proposed 
road junction. The grass and trees outside a pub is used for 
barbecues, bouncy castles, and summer banter, and people 
didn’t want more traffic brought onto their estate to make it 
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There is more about Earth First! inside this 
newsletter, as well as a list of contacts. 



safer’ for pedestrians, nor did they like rumours of industrial 
units where a kids' play area now stands. Meetings and peti- 
tions (more signed than voted last election!) have resulted in it 
being saved, so an Independence Day pkaric is planned. Mean- 
while the oldest tree in the area was threatened with a pro- 
posed hotel (so locals who aren't packing shelves can make 
beds!). It’s now boasting a cosy treefaouse. bender, displays 
and a community garden. Watch this space - the locals have it 
in hand, so watch out for your own 

BYP-ARSON 

Pixie power is alive and kicking in Newbury as once again ma- 
chinery inexplicably lights up the night sky . An excavator and 
a road roller spontaneously combusted and two other vehicles 
lost their windows - obviously air-conditioning was required. 
Congratulations to the security guards for once again f aili ng 
to do their jobs properly...as yet no pixie prints have been dis- 
covered. 

BREWERY FIELDS UPDATE 

The eviction court case was lost, and with a police helicopter 
now overhead all the time, activists expect the police to move 
in imminently. They might try to clear ground camp first to 
isolate tree folk, and further practice their violent techniques 
used in the last eviction. Other police forces will act later on 
whatever Welsh cops get away with this time, which makes it 
even more important for people to get along and fill up those 
‘surplus’ defenses. 

OXFORD STOPS BUSINESS 

Since the last issue, the squatted Grade 2 listed old railway 
station has been decorated and used by the community for free 
events, instead of becoming a Business School and road. The 
third (and thatched!) tree-house will soon complement the 8 
mature and currently safe trees. The Oxford public are ap- 
plauding (4,000 petition & 200-strong public meeting) - events 
all the time, and open days every Saturday. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The EF! Gathering date and sites are sorted. See dales 
and enclosed flyer for details. Anyone interested in help- 
ing out now and/or the week before to set the site up 
should contact the organising crew via Leeds EF! 

Unusual letter appeal : Write to Scott Porter, 31 Bernard 
St, Edinburgh EH 6 6SH, saying yes, you think reintro- 
ducing the endangered European beaver to the wild in 
Scotland in the next 3 years is a good idea. Scottish Natural 
Heritage are considering it. The beavers were part of the 
place until the 16th century when we wiped them out 
(for their ‘valuable’ testicles!) 

Paul Gill’s tape ‘Solid Ground’ is available for £6 inc. 
p&p (cheques payable to R.Taylor) from End Cottage, 
Wood Green, Long Stratton, Norfolk NR 15 2RR. Sorry 
we missed out half the address in AU48. 

It seems the Weymouth Relief Road will not go ahead! 
The government won’t give the council money for the 
road. Teddy Bear Woods camp is still going. 

Students: there’s a proposal for GSN and SEA to merge 
to form a single new network. For further details, con- 
tact SEAC at 3 1 Hartley Avenue, Leeds LS6 2LW, 01 13 
245 1958 <cen7dcc @leeds.ac.uk> 

Faslane Peace Camp recently celebrated 16 years of 
resistance; the appeal court date is now set for 1 July, 
with verdict probably in August 

Bristol Love and Rockets Street Party was a success. 
200 party-goers ate, drank cider, played music, and 
danced on the Temple Meads flyover for 2 hours. 

Radical US eco-ane ‘Live Wild or Die’ is out soon. 
<aid@lgc.apc.ofg> 

The South Downs June mass trespass drew 60 people 
of varying ages, visiting areas with hardly any accessible 
open land; a de-registercd common, a valley managed as 
a pheasant shoot and onto a now privatised farm. See 
Events. 

The Zapatistas need increased solidarity since the mur- 
derous army incursion on June 10th. 

At the Beal Valley Day of Action, work stopped for the 
day as soon as the 30 or so folk turned up at the site, so 
not much happened. Amusing story was the undercover 
cop inconspicuosuly sitting in his car who gave himself 
away reading Police Journal! More events in Septem- 
ber: contact Oldham EF! 

The BOderberg Group - a little-known group of hugely 
influential capitalists - are in the spotlight More at <hltp:/ 
/www.tllo. demon.co.uk/badli nks> 

Epsom council propose a relief road through green space, 
funnily enough including an access road to council of- 
fices 100 yards away. There is a squat and a camp - all 
very cosy - the police station and ambulance service are 
doors away, the fire brigade, bailiffs & courts opposite! 

The recent Environment Trade Fair in Birmingham, and 
all associated profiteering corporations, were greeted by 
activists up 30-foot flagpoles. Better clean-up, regula- 
tions, techno-fixes, blah.. ..no more greenwash! 

There was an evictions anniversary action at Manches- 
ter’s second runway, with a motley bunch running around 
stopping machinery working, and few problems from the 
total 8 security guards. Meanwhile, the (local) Mobberley 
Mums have been disrupt work every day they can - con- 
tact them via Mane EF! if you want to lend a hand. 

Meanwhile, over in the US of A, there are currently con- 
gressional hearings on eeoterrorism, mainly focused on 
our distant relatives. “Earth First! engages in a deliber- 
ate, orchestrated systematic criminal conspiracy that 
should be punishable under the Racketeer and Corrupt 
Organizations statute...” 

Newcastle’s new anti-genetics group GeneNO did some- 
thing about that Renault car advert that’s been winding 
us all up lately. Several local billboards displaying the car 
and the words “Genetic Engineering” now continue "a 
dangerous technology, going too fast, on the road to no- 
where”. GeneNO also demonstrated noisily at the EU 
Agricultural Ministers’ dinner at Durham Castle in May. 
Spokesperson Jean Damaged said, “The Ministers will 
be choosing what they want to eat for dinner - we be- 
lieve British consumers should have the same right” 

The last Hillgrove cat farm action saw over 1000 people 
turn up to continue this year’s long-term protesL Police 
made a point of arresting people for whom they had 
evidence of earlier “crime” - as well as one ten-year-old 
boy, who they held for ten hours. The actions continue 
throughout the year. Contact 0171 2480835 


PRISONERS 


Chris Garrett (Scouse Chris), CL 4664 HMP Altcoursc, 
Fazakerley, Liverpool L9 7LH, on remand for charges re- 
lating to the Manchester Airport protest. 

Isaac Osuok, Oil watch Africa co-ordinator, detained 
without charge in Nigeria, for possessing ‘subversive’ 
materials. Some people here’ve met him, and were 
impressed by his work on a non-ethnically bound grassroots 
movement. He's likely to be executed. Please send lettersto 
officials. For info on who to, and details, contact 
<aan@aseed.antenna.nl> or send a SAE to the EF.'AU. 


YOU ARE WHAT YOU 
EAT 

The campaign against genetically engineered foods 
in the South West goes from strength to strength. 
In Totnes, after a 600-strong protest at a GE test 
site and huge public meetings, a recent supermar- 
ket action had over 100 people (and tomatofish) 
running around with Unilever Disloyalty Cards 
(available from 0171 865 8222) and banners. 
Nearby, Britain's biggest organic grower is consid- 
ering taking out a High Court injunction against a 
neighbouring GE maize field to prevent cross-pol- 
lination, which would result the loss of his organic 
suius; the government said they hadn't thought 
about the issue of organic farms when granting re- 
lease consents. In Wiltshire, a fanner withdrew 
from his contract to grow GE oilseed rape - “we 
don’t know enough to grow muUnt crops safely." 

SUMM’AT IRONIC 

Heads of sute were bemused to be welcomed to 
the EU Summit by clapping, placard wielding, smil- 
ing activists from across Europe. As they drove in, 
they were cheered with ‘Globalise me now’ , ‘Hur- 
rah for Nuclear power', ‘Make me a wage slave’, 
and ‘Clone me now’. The fun continued, when 
the Heads of State posed for their official photo. 
Close enough to be seen and heard by them and 
the press, activists cheered ‘More oppression now!’ 
as police were drafted in to ‘conuin’ people vehe- 
mently supporting global capitalism(!?)The actions 
followed days of workshops and discussions on 
the EU and globalisation, organised by Reclaim 
Europe! On the Saturday there was a Euromarch 
through Cardiff, followed by the first ever Welsh 
Reclaim the Streets. After this last British-based 
event in what has been a busy ‘Hot Spring’, peo- 
ple are keen to keep going on the issues of 
globalisation. To keep up to date, contact A SEED 
and the Counter Globalisation Network. 

KICKING POLAND 

Better late than never: Poland EF! definitely does 
exist, and has campaigned hard over the last few 
months. Tree houses have been built in the path of 
the A4 motorway and the construction site block- 
aded in the St. Anna berg landscape park (five na- 
ture reserves, home to 600 species of butterflies and 
numerous rare plants). It is financed by the Euro- 
pean Investment Bank and PHARE, along with the 
government, and is part of the Trans European 
Network (TEN) transport infrastructure scheme. 

When logging unexpectedly began two 
kilometres from the protest site, a group of pro- 
testers climbed trees in front of lumberjacks, while 
others locked themselves to the heavy equipment. 
At the same time, the proper protest camp was 
steamed by lumberjacks. They cut some flees and 
bushes, and threatened people with chainsaws. 
However, negotiators persuaded the few police 
present of the danger to the tree-house dwellers, 
and the lumberjacks left. Then excavators turned 
up, and digger-diving and dangerous driving en- 
sued. Since this is the first protest of this kind in 
Poland, the authorities don’t know what to do, and 
there’s been a stalemate ever since. 

They’ ve also been actively campaigning on 
the Bialowieza Forest, and against the Winter Ol- 
ympics 2006 taking place in the Tatra Mountains. 
Further info available. Support is needed, and 
they’d like to see sit-ins or pickets in front of Polish 
Embassies. Financial help is needed for food and 
equipment, bank account details: PEKAO SA I/O 
Krakow, 12401431 -702 1 464-2700-40 1112-001 
”Sw. Anna” , SWIFT! P.K.O.P.P.L.P.W.K.R.A 

WHATLEY VICTORY 

The proposed 85-acre expansion of Whatley 
Quarry, which would require closure of the old lane 
running across the site, has been blocked. Quarry 
operators ARC were refused permission at a pub- 
lic enquiry which disputed the need for a hundred 
million more tonnes of roadstonc. This is a victory 
for campaigners, after nearly a decade of direct ac- 
tion, and a U-turn in government policy. However, 
the court case of three people accused of the cut- 
ting the railway line to Whatley Quarry continues; 
results expected this month. 

FERRARI BLOCKADE 

Birmingham Critical Mass Bike Action attempted 
to enter the city centre Ferrari Motor Car Show- 
room. After a traffic calming ride, the group made 
its way - followed by a police van - to the prestig- 


ious showroom for a planned Tea Party Knees-Up’, 
only to find its entrance doors locked and guarded by 
two large men. They said that all Brum car show- 
rooms had been warned of an action. So we laid the 
table-cloth on the pavement by the window, donned 
party bats and tucked into cake, biscuits and squash, 
inviting the police officers to join the party. Entertain- 
ment was sing-a-long tunes from the Little Nora bike- 
mounted system. In the local papers, a spokesman for 
the Retail Motor Industry Federation also provided en- 
tertainment with an amusing quote: “The car has been 
the most important invention of this century in terms of 
giving people liberty. The motor industry is not selfish 
& is concerned about giving people choice." 

DERBY BROADCASTS 
FREEDOM 

The occupation of the park - public land under threat 
of sale for a private development - continues, with ten 
fleehouses now in place. Radio Freedom, a local radio 
station, recently had an outside broadcast from high 
up inside one (the Guinness Book of Records have been 
informed and apparently have been considering a sepa- 
rate ‘protest’ section for the book). After an hour or 
two of broadcasting about the destruction of the park- 
land and riverside gardens, Radio Freedom was phoned 
by the council, who told them to stop broadcasting as 
they were outside the remit of their licensing agree- 
ment - completely untrue. Derby councillers currently 
spend much of their time dodging local residents with 
petitions ( 1 1 ,485 signatures so far), and actions of vari- 
ous kinds continue... 

FROM RTS PARTY- 
GOERS ROUND THE 
COUNTRY 

BIRMINGHAM: “The RTS did manage to 
scare the G8 politicians out to the country, but many 
people felt some lack of a clear political dimension, 
which prompted discussion about the role of street 
parties. However the music was loud, the sun shone, 
the banner which listed all Ihc countries in which anti- 
globilisation street parties were occurring simultanously 
was pretty amazing, and the clown-suits which were 
accepted dress for the day went well with the ridicu- 
lous notion of the G8 Summit.” 

LANCASTER: “Despite police in vans, on 
motorbikes, on horses, and occupying an overlooking 
building, Dalton Square was decorated, an anarchist 
bookstall erected, acoustic music began and a dragon 
cavorted as kids chased it with gleeful abandon. A 
short while later the dragon led the procession to re- 
claim the main road running through the city. The 
banner flying above the party summed it up - ‘More 
of this sort of thing!”’. 

HULL: "This went very neatly; the police did 
a deal which meant that after a few hours T)f street- 
partying and crossroads-occupying, everyone trooped 
off through the middle of town to the park to chill out 
in flees and grass. The ‘Hull Daily' later said that ‘street 
protest has a party mood’, with a completely mellow 
report, pictures of smiling children and not a hint of 
the ‘sinister RTS organisation’ in sight.” 

LEEDS: “People came together on Albion 
Street to be confronted with 20-30 police brandishing 
truncheons, batons and, more worryingly, CS gas 
spray, which was used on several party-goers. At- 
tempts to set up a bouncy castle were beaten back by 
more officers with telescopic batons. The confronta- 
tion was settled when the 500 protesters sat in the road 
in non-violent immobility and the police accepted the 
setting up of a sound system and the bouncy castle, 
enabling the party to continue through the afternoon.” 

CARDIFF: “ Four lanes of the bridge over 
the river Taf were reclaimed for about 3-4 hours. A 
sound system played out against a back-drop of great 
banners hung from lamp-posts and a veritable sea of 
custard (What?). Trade-unionists and crusties danced 
side by side until about 8:30pm, then walked to a ware- 
house for an after-party, followed by very fluffy cops.” 

NORTH & SOUTH LONDON: “Two sets 
of old cars were deliberately crashed at either end 
against a backdrop of red smoke, to block out cars 
and set the scene. Police kept flaffic problems at bay 
by diverting motorists and the festivities went on until 
midnight.” ’’It was weird to walk into an area of pan- 

demonium and actually feel SAFER than the streets 
we had just come from!”....”I reckon that most of the 
people involved in the RTS movement would agree 
about the lack of inclusivity and diversity, the risk of 
sinking into a countercullure/raver ghetto of our own 
making, and so on. RTS needs to be more genuinely 
rooted in community. However, the Brixton and 
Euston parties were positive and inclusive in a way 
that the London group hasn’t managed for 3 years.” 
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EVENTS 


JULY 

4 - ‘Independence From America Day’ of 
NVDA and fun outside (?) Menwith Hill US 
Spy Base. 

4 - GenetiX Snowball begins 

4 - RevolutionFest! Conference, Sussex, 
01580 883300 

5 - South Downs mass trespass, 12 noon, 
Brighton station, 01273 685913 

5 - Demo against Huntingdon Life Sciences, 
meet HLS gates, Woolley Rd, Alconbury, 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, 0589026435 

11 - Demo to shut cat-torturing Hillgrove 
Farm, 017 12783066 

18-19 - Ashton Court Festival, Bristol. Call 
Kebele for more. 

AUGUST 

7-9 - West Country Activist Gathering, south- 
west England 

15 - Bristol Street Party, 12 noon, meet 
Eastville Park 

16-31 - International Seminar on 
Globilisation and Resistance, Geneva 
<playfair@astarwth-aachen.de> 

SEPTEMBER 

9-14- Earth First! 1998 National Gathering, 
south-west England, contact EF! Summer 
Gathering do Leeds EF! 


CRITICAL MASS 


Birmingham - first Saturday each month, 

Victoria Square, 1 2 noon 

Manchester - last Friday each month, St 

Peter’s Square, 5pm 

Glasgow - last Saturday, Byres Road/ 

University Avenue, 2pm 

Edinburgh - last Friday, the Mound. 530pm 

Exeter - last Friday, Paris St Cafe, by the bus 

stop, 5.15pm 



C0 








NOTE: This is not meant to be taken seriously, it’s a text reproduction provided purely for entertainment, excerpted from: 

Smashing the Image Factory 

A Complete Manual of Billboard Subversion & Destruction 

The billboard artist ’s goal is to throw a well aimed spanner into the media s gears, bringing the image factory to a 
shuddering halt. We work to unmask the real corporate activity behind the glamourous image. Our actions reclaim 
these billboards and use them as our own canvasses. After all, it’s our walls that are being rented out for business 
propaganda. ” 


BIILBOARD IMPROVEMENT - 
HOW TO CLEAN UP YOUR 
HIGH STREET 

Destruction of any of the State’s ideological 
weapons of control will always be a reward- 
ing experience. Most times it may be that you 
don’t need any more than a tin of paint, a 
little humour and a quiet night to turn a mul- 
tinational’s expensive advertisment into your 
own guerrilla tapestry. This deals with the 
direct subversion of the billboard’s message 
- to answer it, question it, or overturn it, all at 
their expense. 

METHODS 

If you want to use spray cans then beware 
illegible scrawl and spelling mistakes. Also: 
like the hip hop graffitos, get yourself a pis- 
tol grip plastic handle that fits around the 
can, saving on tired fingers and ensuring that 
the paint goes in the right direction. These 
are cheap and easily available at any car-shop. 
The most effective alterations are certainly 
the simplest: the addition of one or two let- 
ters; or a speech bubble; or pasting over cer- 
tain words or letters with appropriately col- 
oured paper. A skilfully reworked billboard 
directs the passer-by to a consideration of 
the original corporate strategy, in the context 
of a thoughtful reaction. 

For lettering, either paint your slogan on pa- 
per or, better still, find a computer and do the 
alphabet, one letter on each A4 printout. 
These are your originals - don’t paste them 
up. When you want a slogan, take each letter 
in turn and blow them up on a copier. With a 
computer you should be able to fmd the ex- 
act typeface that is already on the billboard. 
Very impressive was some bright spark’s ad- 
dition to Volkswagon’s “We put people in 
front of cars” by reproducing in exact type 
underneath: “And children under the front 
wheels”. 

REDECORATING 

Use wallpaper paste for the hit, a bucket and 
a paint brush. Coat the area to be covered 
with lots of paste, place on the graphic and 
go over it again with lots of paste (a little pva 
in the mix makes it set quicker and waterproofs 
it as well). A broom will get you higher - cut 
down the head to fit inside the bucket. Watch 
the billboards for when they change them - if 


you catch them right you can get plenty of 
outside studio space and time for your visual 
banditry. Rather than skulking around in the 
middle of the night looking suspicious, put 
on some overalls, get a gang together and go 
for it during daylight hours - you‘11 be able to 
see what you are doing for starters. Most 
passers-by we’ve met think it’s a good laugh. 
If caught while putting it up, “Why officer, 
look, it peels straight off again!”. "We think 
tampering 'sfar more effective than just spray 
painting a billboard because people auto- 
matically dismiss that. With our slogans peo- 
ple don 't immediately recognise it as agit- 
prop. ”- AVI Billboard Interventions 

BILLBOARD FELLING 

The following section is taken from the US 
EF! book “Ecodefense”: 

Safety: It is important to remove billboards. 
It is also important not to get caught (so we 
can remove more billboards). Personal safety 
from self-inflicted injury is also extremely im- 
portant when using the methods described 
below. Never stand in the area where a sign 
can fall (front or back). Walk outside of this 
danger zone. Watch the sign closely the en- 
tire time you are cutting. Leave the outermost 
poles for last. Always have an escape route 
planned if the sign shows evidence of falling 
prematurely. Good safety goggles, available 
at any hardware stores, can eliminate saw- 
dust problems. 

Sign-Cutting: Stop periodically to listen for 
any indication of discovery. Felling is accom- 
plished by pushing on the outermost poles, 
aided sometimes with ropes. Use the rope(s) 
only for monkeywrenching since it may have 
to be abandoned if your work is disrupted - 
you don’t want it accumulating fibres, dirt and 
oil stains that can link it with your home or 
workplace. Store it in a plastic trash bag be- 
tween jobs. 

Evidence that will remain on your clothing 
includes bits of brush, dirt on boots and 
knees, and sawdust. 

Field Notes: Effective sign cutting requires 
a three person team: a driver and two cutters. 
With four, your cutting team can have a look- 
out who can also alternate with the cutters in 
shifts. A five person team is the largest size 
for safe operations and permits two teams of 
cutters and thus faster work at the target site. 
Axes are the least desirable biliboarding tools. 
Sometimes microscopic marks left on the 


wood can be matched to a specific axe - saw 
marks, on the other hand, are usually impos- 
sible to match up. 

LONG ARM OF THE LAW 

If you want to write on a billboard that’s too 
high to reach, you can either get a ladder 
(which isn”t particularly convenient) or build 
a spray can extension rod. You really need 
the details & diagrams for this, so see the 
EF! web site or contact Dead Trees EF! You 
may have to experiment a bit to get the right 
measurements to fit your can of spray paint. 
Although these extension rods are clumsy to 
use at first, with practice they become very 
effective. 

FUN WITH PAINT 

Fill thin plastic bags one third full with half 
and half paint and thinners (for better splat- 
ter); tie up tight, squeezing all the air out; cany 
half a dozen in a box to the target and, stand- 
ing at an angle- unless you want to cover 
yourself- throw. Another proven splattering 
technique involves borrowing a pressurized 
water-type fire extinguisher from a business 
or public building. The ones you want are the 
old red ones with a valve, the same valve as 
on inflatable tyres. Empty out the contents 
and relieve all the pressure inside, next, open 
the top and use a funnel to pour in a well- 
stirred 50/50 mix of paint and thinners or the 
preferred water and acrylic-type house paint. 
Pressurize the extinguisher secretly at a pet- 
rol station; watch the pressure gauge to know 
when to stop. Use this spray gun to deface 
billboard ads. Do not attempt to cover the 
whole sign but make the most of your paint. 
Clean the extinguisher out after each use or it 
will clog up. At your earliest opportunity, 
check your skin, hair and clothes to make sure 
that there is no incriminating paint on your 
person. Keep a small can of paint thinners ( or 
water, depending on the type of paint used) 
and rags on hand just in case. 

If you have time to burn and no surfing costs 
to incur, check out Smashing The Image Fac- 
tory on ISD’s web site: graphics, anti-media, 
hard politics and suggestions for struggle in 
the era of the millenium. 

The above was taken from an article on 
subvertising on the UK EF! web site. For 
more, get in touch with the Subvertising 
Standards Agency c/o Corporate Watch, or 
<vernify@patrol. i-way. co. uk> 


EF! CONTACTS JULY '98 


Arun Valley EF! 
do 1 York Rd, Littlehampton, 
W. Sussex 
01903 721615 
arunefK 


Manchester EF! 

Dept 29, 1 Newton Street, 
Manchester Ml 1HW 
0161 224 4846 


BathEF! 

PO Box 426, 

Bath BA12ZD 

Mid-Somerset EF! 

PO Box 23, 5 High St, 
Glastonbury, 

Somerset BA6 9PU 

NorfoikEF! 

The Greenhouse, 

42-46 Bethel Street, 

Norwich NR2 I NR 

Blackburn EF! 

12 Balmoral Road.Darwen, 
Lancashire BB3 

2EW 

01254 777079 

Bristol EF! 

do Box 5 1 , Greenleaf 
Bookshop, 82 Colston St, 
Bristol BS1 5BB 

0117 939 3093 

Nottingham EF! 
do The Rainbow Centre, 

182 Mansfield Road, 
Nottingham NG1 3HW 

0115 958 5666 

Camboume EF! 

c/o Harris Farm, Copper Hill, 

Troon. Camboume Cornwall 

Oldham EF! 

PO Box 127, 

Oldham OL4 3FE 

Cambridge EF! 

BoxE, 12 Mill Road, 
Cambridge 

0161 628 5128 

OxfordEF! 

Box E , 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd 

CardiffEF! 

do Green Group, Glamorgan 
UniSU, Pontypridd, 
Mid-Glamorgan CF37 1DL 

Oxford OX4 1RO 

REACT 

6 Edinburgh Crescent, 
Leamington Spa CV3 13LL 


Cardigan Bay EF! 

Temperance House, Taliesin, 
Powys. Mid Wales 

Chichester EF! 
do West Sussex Wildlife 
Protection, PO Box 3058, 
Littlehampton 
W, Sussex BN 1 6 3LG 

Exeter Env'tal Network 
PO Box 185, 

Exeter EX44EW 

Fife EF! 

c/o91 South Street, 

St. Andrews, Fife KY 1 6 9Q 
01334 477411 

Glasgow EF! 

PO Box 180, 

Glasgow G4 9AB 

Guildford EF! 

PO Box 217, 

Guildford GUI 1WS 
fax 01483 203212 

Gwendraeth Valley EF! 

Y Gymru Annibynnol 
24 Yr erw, Burry Port, 
CarmsSA160DA 

Gwynned & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 

1 Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd 
LL57 1AX 

01248 355821 
afuO 1 b@bangorac.uk 

Hereford EF! 

58 Aylestone Hill, 

Hereford HR11HX 
01432 358618 

Hillfort EF! 

21 Tower Hill, 

Dilton Marsh, Westbury, 
Wiltshire BAB 4DA 

01249 650078 

Hull On Earth 
do PO Box 33, 

Hull HU1 1AA 

LEAF 

Box Z, 13, Biddulph St, 
Leicester LE2 1BH 
0116 255 3223 

Leeds EF! 

1 6 Sholebroke Avenue, 
Chapeltewn, 

Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113 262 9365 
cornerstone@gn.apc.org 

Liverpool EF! 

96 Bold Street, Liverpool L 1 

LuneEF! 
do Bookcellar, 

9 Meeting House Lane, 
Lancaster LAI 1TJ 
01524 849313 


Reclaim the Streets 
PO Box 9656, 

London N4 4JY 
0171 281 4621 
rts@gn.apc.org 
www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk / 
campaign s/rts.html 

Reclaim the Valleys 
do Swansea Environment 
Centre, Pier Street, 

Swansea SA1 1RY 

Reading Roadbusters 
R.I.S. Centre, 35-39 London 
Street, Reading, Berkshire 
0118 986 6362 
. chris a@vvaveland.org 

Sheffield EF! 
do SheFIN, 

, 201 Crookes Valley Road, 
SheffieldS 10 1 BA 
0114 267 1200 

ipine.shu.ac.uk 


Corporate Watch 
(address same as Oxford EF!) 
01865 791391 
mail@corporatewatch.i- 
way.co.uk 

www.oneworld.org/cw/ 

Counter Information 
c/o Transmission, 28 King 
Street, Glasgow G1 SQP 

Dead Trees EF! (distro) <fc 

‘Do or Die’ 

c/o South Downs EF! 

DELTA c/o LEAF 

EF! Action Update 
c/o Manchester EF! 

NB NOT PHONE NO. 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 

Genetix Update (see GEN) 

FINs - for a full list of Free 
Information Networks (& 
more), send SAE to London 
FIN c/o 99, Torriano 
Avenue. London NW5 2RX 

NottsFIN/Ned Ludds News 
(same address as NottsEFi) 

The Porkbolter 
PO Box 4144, 

Worthing BN 14 


Earth Circus Network 
c/o PO Box 2679, 

Brighton BN2 2DN 
0378 636254 

EarthRights 
Battlebndge Centre, 
Battlebridge Road, 

London NW12TL 
0171 278 1005 
earthrights@gn.apc.org 

Environmental Ploughshares 
Box W, 111 Magdalen Rd 
Oxford 0X4 I RQ __ 

Forest Action Network UK 
(same address as NorfoikEF!) 
01603 611953 
fanuk@envirolink.org 

Freedom Network 
PO Box 9384, 

London SW97ZB 
0171 793 7343 


URGENT (greenbelt 
housing) 

Box HN, 111 Magdalen 
Road, Oxford 0X4 IRQ 

01865 721366 
info@urgent.org.uk 


Aldermaston Women’s Peace 
Camp (every 2nd weekend) 

33 Heron Road, 

Bristol BS5 OLT 
0117 939 3746/0170 355 
4434/0122 239 6563 

Alvis Factory (Scorpion tanks 
to Indonesia) 

North view, Walsgrave, 
Coventry 

01926 338805/0336 774113 


Radstock Railway 
(development), near Bath 
01761 432273 

Save Lyminge Forest 
Greensword, The Spout 
House, Lyminge, 

Kent CT21 4LQ 

01303 265737/0468 94559S 

Sellafield Women’s Peace 
Camp (bimonthly) 

Peace House, 5 New Road, 
Littleborough, 

Lancashire OL 15 

0141 2265066/01132621534 


IN I bRNATlON \l. 


Schnews/Justice? 

PO Box 2600, Brighton, 
E. Sussex BN2 2DX 
01273 685913 
www.cbuzz.co.uk/ 
SchNEWS/index.html 

Squall 

PO Box 8959, 

London N1 2 5HW 
0171 561 1204 


eds@SQuall.co.uk 


. South Devon EF! 

Birdwood House, 44 High 
Street, Totnes, Devon 
01626 363844 
. South Downs EF! 

PO Box 2971, 

Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/ef7earthfirst.html 

Swansea People EF! 

. c/o Green Action, Swansea 
Uni SU, Swansea. Wales 

The Flat Oak Society 
c/o 3 St Alphege Lane, 

. Canterbury, Kent CT1 2EB 
01227 463368 

Upper Nene EF! 

Box E, 24 St, Michaels 
Avenue, Northampton NN 1 

■ Warwick EF! 
do Green Society, Warwick 
Uni SU, Coventry CV4 7AL 
. suuad@csv.wanvick.ac.uk 

Wolves Eco Action 
do Wolves Hunt Sabs, 
Wolves Uni SU, Wulfruna 
. Street, Wolverhampton 

YorkEF! 
do York LEAF 
PO Box 323, York 
01904 410185 


Undercurrents 
16b Cherwell Street, 

Oxford OX 4 1BG 
01865 203661 
underc@gn.apc.org 

West Country Activist 
(same address as Bath EF!) 

Y Ddeilcn Werdd/The Green 
Leaf 

c/o G & M EF! or 
JimK@undeb.bangor.ac. uk 


Pleasant, 

London WC1XOAP 
lgp@envirolink.org 

Genetic Engineering Network 
(GEN) 

(address same as RTS) 

0181 374 9516 
gen@earthling.net 

Green Anarchist Network 
BCM 1715, 

London WCiN3XX 

Head State Support Group 
72 Park Road, 

Worthing BN1 1 2 AN 

Hunt Saboteurs Association 
PO Box 2786, 

Brighton BN22AX 
01273 622827 
hsa@gn.apc.org 

Friends of MOVE 
PO Box 14129, 

London W12 8GR 

The Land is Ours 
(address same as OxfordEF!) 
01865 722016 

Legal Defence & Monitoring 


OTHLR CONTACTS 


Contraflow 
c/o 56A Info Shop, 
56 Crampton Street, 
London SE17 
Fax: 0171 326 0353 


Advisory Service for 
Squatters 

2, St Pauls Road, London 
N1 2QN 

0171 359 8814 

ALF Supporters Group 
BCM Box 1160, 

London WC1N 3 XX 

Anarchist Black Cross 
c/o PO Box 446, 

Sheffield SI 1NY 

Anarchist-Primitivist 
Network 
PO Box 252, 

Rickmans worth, 
Hertfordshire WD3 3 AY 

Anti-Fascist Action 
BM Box 1734, 

London WC1N 3 XX 

Against Quarries Action 
(AQUA) 

Kimberly Mill Park, 

King's Steignton 
TQ12 3 NR 

01626 363844 

Campaign Legal Group 
43 Swan Meadow Road, 
Poolstock, Wigan WN3 5BJ 
01942 513792 

Counter Culture Collective 
c/o Manchester EF! 

Disabled Action Network 
3 Crawley Road, Wood 
Green, London N22 6 AN 
0181 8891361 


Group 
BM Haven, 

London WC1N3XX 
0181 S337116 

Making Waves 

PO Box 1 3, Otten- St Mary, 

Devon EX 11 1ZD 

ohm sum 

London GreenPeace & 

’ McLibel Support Campaign 
5 Caledonian Road, 

London N19DX 
, 0171 713 1269 
info@mcspotlight.org 

No Opencast 

, 1 90 Shepherds Bush Road, 
London W6 7NL 
0171 603 1831 

Parents' Action Network 
Brambles Housing Co-op, 

82 Andover St, 

Sheffield S3 9EH 

0114 279 7164 

Road Alert! 

PO Box 5544, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG1 4 7YB 
roadalert@gn.apc.org 

Save the Hillgrove Cats 
Box CB, 

1 1 1 Maedelen Rd. Oxford 


Anarchist Teapot 
Box B, Public House 
Bookshop, 21, Little Preston 
Street, Brighton BN1 2HQ 
teapot@bngh ton co.uk 

Ashton Court (quarry into 
public park), Bristol 
0117 939 3093/0467 430211 

Autonomous Centre of 
Edinburgh 

1 7 West Montgomery Place, 

" Edinburgh EH7 5 HA 
0131 557 6242 

Brewery Fields Campaign 
(greenbelt housing) 

The Greenhouse, High Street, 
Bangor 

- 0836 563980 

j imk@undeb. bangor. ac.uk 

B ARC (Bingley Anti-Road 
Campaign) 

Rye Loaf Camp, Bingley 

- BD16 2HZ 

01274 504626/0961 367421 

Birmingham Northern Relief 

- Road Campaign 
Greenwood Protest Site, 
London Road, Canwell, 

. nr Sutton Coldfield, 

W. Midlands 

0797 0301978 

Crystal Palace (development) 
Big Willow Ecovillage, 

. Palace Parade, London SE 19 
0181 761 7826 

Dead woman’s Bottom 
Protest Camp 
. Nr Green Farm, 

Chantry, Frome BA 1 1 
01749 880144 

Derby (development) 

Bass Recreation Ground 
Derby DEI 2DW 
. 0797 0318397/01332 
727237 

reclaim@mcmail.com 

Faslane Peace Camp 
, Shandon, Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire, 

Scotland G84 8HT 
01436 820901 

Kebele Community Centre 
, 14, Robertson Road, 

Eastville, Bristol BS5 6JY 
0117 939 9469 

Menwith Womens’ Peace 
. Camp (spybase) 

A59 Lay-By, Nr Harrogate, 

N. Yorkshire HG3 2RA 
01943 468593 


An Talamh Glas & Pobal an 
Dulra (Irish AU) 

Unit 66, Liffey Trust 
Building, 1 1 7 Upper Sherriff 
Street, Dublin 1, Eire 
+353-1-855 0965 
allenr@bluewin.ch 

ASEED Europe 
PO Box 92066, 1090 AB 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
+31-20 6682236 
aseedeur@antenna.nl 

Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9, 
Canada 

Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 

10026 Stockholm, Sweden 
ekologisten@usa.net 

Australian EF! AU 
PO Box 3163, South 
Brisbane 4101, Australia 
ef au@hotmail.com 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, 

Box 128, Vancouver V5L 
3X9, Canada 

+ 1-604-708 9660 

Czech Republic EF! 

Zeme preaevsim! 

PO Box 237, 16041 Prague 
6, Czech Republic 
zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, 

Eugene OR 97440, USA 
. +1-541-344 8004 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 

Ecodefence! 

Moskovsky prospekt 
120-34236006 
. Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
Russia 


Spirit of Freedom 
(Earth Liberation Prisoners) 
c/o BM HEAL, 

London WC1N3XX 


121 Centre 

121 Railton Road, Brixton 
London SE24 

QL7U7.1SK5 


Third Battle of Newbury 
PO Box 5520, 

Newbury RG1 4 7YW 
01635 45544 


1 in 12 Club 
21-23 Albion Street, 
Bradford BD1 2LY 
01274 734160 


Trident Ploughshares 2000 
(address same as NorfoikEF!) 


Oxford LMS squat 
(development/road) 
0797 0343486 


Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17, 

33610 Tampere 61, 

- Finland 

ransu@sci.fi 

FIN 

Umweltprojektwerkstatt, 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH, 

• 10965 Berlin, Germany 
+49-30 78913144 
mprowe@rpberlin.berlinet.de 

Greene Front! 

. Postbus 85069, 3508 AB 
Utrecht, The Netherlands 
ruigoord@hotmail.com 

Poland EF! 

PO Box 40, 

. 43-304 Bielsko-Biala 4 
Poland 

+48-33 183153 
wapjenka@pDrwiinost.org.pl 

• Rainbow Keepers (Ukraine) 
PO Box 322, 

Kiev 252187, Ukraine 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 

• Volunteers For Earth Defence 
1 89 San Antonio Ext 
SFDM, 1105 Quezon City, 
Philippines 


WHAT IS EARTH FIRST!? 

iarth First! is not a cohesive group or a campaign, but a convenient banner for people who share similar philosophies to work under. The general principles behind the name are non- 
iierarchical organisation and the use of direct action to confront, stop, and eventually reverse the forces that are responsible for the destruction of the Earth and its inhabitants. The above 
ontacts are autonomous groups that consider themselves to share these principles. International contacts are entry points into that country’s own network of groups. Other contacts are ones 
vhose aims and principles are ones that we agree with fully or in part, or groups that we think may be of use or interest to people. 

NEW ADDITIONS OR ALTERATIONS ARE SHOWN IN BOLD. 







CASTORS, COPS AND CHAOS! 

Resistance to Nuclear Waste Transport in Germany 


In March 1998 a number of us who are involved in the ecological, anarchist and anti-nuclear direct action movements 
in the UK travelled to Ahaus, Germany to take part in the resistance to the transportation of nuclear waste. After our 
return a number of us wrote this leaflet; and its primary aim is to inform people and provoke thoughts on the events 
at Ahaus. With its publication we hope to continue to play a small part in helping to increase the effectiveness of our 
actions and campaigns here in the UK - whether of an anti-nuclear focus or not. 


Recent History 

Germany’s nuclear programme - and the fight against it - began in the 
late 1970’s with the construction of nuclear power plants. From its 
inception the resistance to nuclear developments in Germany was 
strong and was heavily influenced by Germany’s powerful and radical 
environmental movement. However despite these early protests the 
German nuclear programme continued and today has expanded to 
produce a 1/3 of Germany’s total energy requirements - as well as 
exporting considerable amounts of power abroad. 

German nuclear power plants are legally required to deal with 
their nuclear waste and without evidence that they can safely store 
or dispose of this waste the plants are not licensed to operate. The 
waste storage sites at Ahaus and Gorleben in the North of Germany 
are the only legally designated sites where waste can be stored 
before being shipped to either Sellafield in the UK or La Hague in 
France for reprocessing. It is for this reason that they are so critical 
to the continued functioning of the nuclear system. 

Storage sites for nuclear waste have existed in Germany for over 20 
years and they have served as the focal point of resistance for local 
communities and Germany’s large anti-nuclear movement. Nowhere 
has such opposition been as widespread or imaginative as in 
Gorleben. Three CASTOR transports to Gorleben have been met with 
increasing opposition so far culminating, in March 1997, with 15,000 
activists being confronted by 30,000 riot police. 7,000 people block- 
aded the entrance to Dannenberg railway station, attempting to pre- 
vent the successful transfer of the CASTOR from rail to road. Train 
powerlines were felled and burning barricades constructed. A 70 
strong tractor demonstration and a giant cross, made from 'liberat- 
ed’ railway girders, were used to effectively obstruct the road and 
delay the CASTOR’S progress. It was, in part, the protests at Gorleben 
which inspired the resistance to be built in Ahaus. These develop- 
ments in terms of size and effectiveness appear to be the result of 
historical context (well-established anti-nuclear and environmental 
movements) and organisational developments (the networking of 
local communities and other protest groups) as well as the growing 
momentum and politicisation of the nuclear issue in Germany. 

A transport of nuclear waste consists of CASTOR containers (See 
'Freaky Facts’ box) each capable of holding 19 highly radioactive 
spent fuel rods from the core of nuclear reactors. The transport of 
waste to Ahaus in March 1998 consisted of 6 CASTORs - 3 from 
Grundremmingen nuclear plant in Bavaria and 3 from 
Neckarwestheim in Southern Germany. The CASTORs were taken a 
short distance by road to Walheim where they were loaded onto a 
train for the 600km journey to the storage depot just outside Ahaus. 

Ahaus is a small town with a population of 34,000 in the state of 
North-Rhine Westphalia near to the Dutch border in Germany. It 
seems that compared with the widespread protests at Gorleben the 
State expected there would be less resistance to the CASTOR trans- 
port to Ahaus since the storage site already contained 305 CASTORs. 
However substantiated rumours of this nuclear waste transport to 
Ahaus began a year ago, and inspired by the resistance at Gorleben, 
anti-nuclear groups from all over Europe responded by spreading 
information and mobilising people to come and protest in Ahaus. 

Resistance to the CASTOR transport in Ahaus was co-ordinated by 
the Burgerinnen-lnitiative (Bl) - a town’s peoples anti-nuclear group. 
They are linked with similar groups across Germany - including ones 
at Gorleben and Neckarwestheim - and all these groups had been 
meeting frequently to plan their resistance to the transport. They co- 


ordinated Sunday marches to the Brennelementezwischenlager (BEZ) 
- the storage site at Ahaus - which often involved walking along the 
train tracks, sometimes with spontaneous sabotage happening. The Bl 
also set up a protest camp opposite the storage site about 6 months 
before the transport was due. 

Rumours abounded that the shipment of waste to Ahaus would take 
place over the period of the 23rd to 29th March. These rumours were 
fuelled by the fact that all police leave had been cancelled for this 
period - and the dates were later confirmed by the German govern- 
ment. Two demonstrations were organised for Saturday 21st March; 
one in Munster (the nearest large city to Ahaus) and one in 
Neckarwestheim. The plan was for people to then move onto camps 
in the area around Ahaus and prepare for actions the following week. 
The camps would be organised regionally and/or according to the dif- 
ferent types of action people wanted to do. 

This was not to be though, as to many people’s surprise the German 
Interior Minister - Manfred Kanther - announced on Wednesday 18th 
March that everything was ready for the transport, and it would begin 
on the night of Thursday 19th. The CASTOR alarm was called on 
Wednesday night and people from all over Europe rushed to Ahaus, 
many only making it on Friday morning just before the CASTOR was 
due to arrive. 

We had planned to leave the UK on Friday morning to arrive in time 
for the demonstration in Munster on Saturday, however, due to the 
CASTOR transport being early we ran around and just managed to get 
everyone together so we could leave on the Thursday night. After a 
nights driving and no sleep, we arrived in Ahaus just in time for the 
action at 8am on the Friday morning. Here’s our version, as much as 
we can gather, of what actually happened there... 

Diary of Resistance 

Thursday 19th March 

★ The CASTORs are ready to leave Neckarwestheim and 
Grundremmingen nuclear power stations by road, to be moved to 
Walheim where they are loaded onto a train. 

★ In Neckarwestheim 200 demonstrators block the entrance of the 
power plant causing delays and 2 activists dig a tunnel and lock on 
under the road out of Neckarwestheim. The police dogs refuse to 
enter the tunnels. The police threaten to use CS gas - but don’t - and 
the activists aren’t removed until the evening. 

★ In Ahaus at midday 500 kids bunk off school and carry out a sit down 
blockade of the train station and this is later joined by more locals. At 
4pm 5000 protesters begin a demonstration in the town centre. 

★ Police evict the camps around Ahaus; 3 are declared illegal for 
being within the 500 metre exclusion zone around the train tracks 
and 2 others are evicted with 9 arrests. 1000 riot police surround one 
of the remaining 2 camps - 'X8’ camp - onto which about 1000 peo- 
ple had moved during the day. 

★ At 4pm in Grundremmingen the 3 CASTORs leave the nuclear plant 
for Walheim. 

★ In Ahaus 1 50 people managed to blockade the private tracks to the 
storage site, and are arrested along with a number of people caught 
barricading. A tractor convoy of farmers from Gorleben on their way 
to support the protests are stopped and held by police who deflate 
their tyres. 


This is @nficopyrioht - copy and distribute freely! 



Friday 20th March 

★ At 2.39am a riot police officer, Christian Lang who had been on 
duty securing the tracks for 20 hours near Wurzburg in Southern 
Germany, is killed by a passing train that he failed to notice. D’oh! 

★ At 3am the CASTOR transport leaves Walheim in a convoy 
watched over by helicopters. It is stopped soon after leaving for 45 
minutes by people locked onto the tracks. 

★ By dawn Ahaus is an occupied town. Roadblocks and train can- 
cellations make it difficult for people to travel to, or move around 
In, Ahaus. Police are everywhere and significantly outnumber the 
protesters. 

★ At 8am the level crossing on Schorlemerstrasse is blockaded in a 
protest which lasts for 6 hours. Police cordon off the protesters - 
but are then cordoned off themselves by masses of arriving people. 
They bring in water cannons and baton charge people. At 9am 150 
people are arrested and taken to Coesfeld police station. 

★ At 12 noon in Ahaus the Bahnhofstrasse (main high street) near 
the train station is blockaded. 

★ At 12.30pm news comes that the transport has passed Kassel, and 
is therefore expected in Ahaus by 3 or 4pm. Protests are taking 
place in most of the larger towns along the route. 

★ At 2pm the SEK (special anti-terrorist police unit) march onto the 
Bahnhofstrasse after a police prisoner transport vehicle has its tyres 
slashed and number plates ripped off! They violently break up the 
blockade using CS gas and batons. 

★ At around 2pm people gather in the town centre and though noth- 
ing has been organised, a large group decide to move towards the 
town’s outskirts. They blockade the southern tracks at a level cross- 
ing near the Kurt-Schumacherring. It is soon confirmed that of all 
the possible routes for the CASTOR to take this is the definite one. 
More than 1000 people dodge the police cordon and occupy the 
tracks and soon the numbers grow to at least 3000. People start to 
remove the gravel beneath the train tracks to make them unstable 

- and one particularly enterprising bunch of Autonome (anar- 
chist/anti-fascist types) use a hydraulic jack to lift the tracks up! 
Police bring in 5 water cannon vehicles and a barricade breaker. 

"To be standing on the tracks and see thousands of peo- 
ple swarm through the police lines to join us was amazing 

- there were kids, old people - it seemed as if the whole 
town was there. ” 

★ At 2.30pm the chart-topping German band 'Toten Hosen’ draw up 
to the blockade at Schorlemerstrasse to play a gig and have their 
van windows smashed by police. 

★ In Legden, a few miles south of Ahaus, 4 people lock onto the 
tracks, and the CASTORs are briefly delayed. The tracks have to be 
replaced and repairs take until 5.30pm. Water cannons are used 
against the crowd. 

★ All through the afternoon protests continue on the southern 
tracks at the Schumacherring. The infamous Berlin riot police slow- 
ly clear the blockade of the tracks, and reinforce their cordon using 
water cannons, baton charges, dogs and CS gas. Some people throw 
stones at the police slowing their attempts to clear the tracks. 
Others climb trees next to the tracks, but police chainsaw the first 


himself as the Chief of Berlin Police - only to be greeted by 
a hail of bricks and bottles - filled me with the utmost 
inspiration 

tree down with the person in it and threaten to do the same to the 
others if they don’t come down - they come down! 4 more people 
lock onto the tracks. Military style police helicopters - most carry- 
ing extra reinforcements from areas where the train has already 
passed - are in the air the whole time and some are shot at with 
flares. 

★ At 5.45pm the train heading the convoy arrives at the 
Schumacherring to test the tracks. The blockade is now cleared, but 
the tracks need considerable repair. 

★ At 7.30pm the CASTOR finally reaches Ahaus and passes the 
Schumacherring crossing where there is now a stand-off between 
police and people. 

" When the CASTOR finally rolled past in deathly silence 
people stood and watched - powerless to delay it any 
longer. With techno music in the background and spot- 
lighted by overflying helicopters it was a surreal and sin- 
ister sight I will never forget .” 

★ Around this time a sit-down blockade takes place at the entrance 
to the storage site. During this a barricade breaker rolls over the 
foot of a woman protester who is severely injured. 

★ At 8.27pm the CASTOR finally reaches the storage site just out- 
side Ahaus. 

★ Later that night in Munster people demonstrate outside the 
police station where many of those arrested at Ahaus are being 
detained. 

Saturday 21st March 

★ Police roadblocks are set up on the roads into Munster and many 
vehicles on their way to the demonstration are stopped and 
searched. Our vehicle is stopped and we are asked if we have any 
molotov cocktails(!) - they then search us, confiscate our flag poles 
and let us go. In Munster the planned demonstration goes ahead 
with around 12,000 people marching through the city - there is a 
significant 'black block’ (anarchist/autonome masked faction) and 
some scuffles with the police. 

Sunday 22nd March 

★ In Ahaus around 4000 people join the 'Sonntagsspaziergang’ - 
Sunday stroll - to the storage site. 

★ Police rampage their way out of Ahaus, trashing the wooden 'X's’ 
set up in gardens as a symbol of resistance and dumping rubbish by 
the camps. 



The number of nuclear waste transports that occur here in the UK 
has increased since the opening of the THORP reprocessing plant at 
the Sellafield nuclear power station in Cumbria. Some of these trans- 
ports pass through massive population centres such as London; how- 
ever direct action protests against them have been minimal - both in 
size and effect - and currently there is little prospect of mass action 
against them on the scale seen in Germany. There are many reasons 
for the limitations of current anti-nuclear activism in the UK com- 
pared with the situation in Germany. Aside from the very different 
political histories of the two countries (including their anti-nuclear 
movements) issues concerning nuclear power, waste and weapons are 
currently not high on the agenda of public concern and debate in the 
UK - and this was recently demonstrated by the disinterest over the 
reprocessing of nuclear material from Georgia at Dounreay in 
Scotland. Therefore we should not become obsessed by attempting to 
replicate a Gorleben or Ahaus style situation over here in the UK. 
Having said this we can still learn useful lessons from the German 
anti-nuclear protests. Some of these include: 

Community Involvement 

The British direct action movement has often been successful in 
attracting local support for campaigns and actions. However, this has 
usually taken the form of moral or financial support rather than actu- 
al participation in direct action. By contrast, it has been a major 
strength of the German anti -CASTOR protests that they were initiat- 
ed by the affected local communities and supported by activists. In 
Ahaus, symbolic resistance - such as the campaign’s anti-castor 'X’ 
poster - was everywhere, but local people were also out on the 
streets resisting the nuclear transport and police invasion of their 
town. Most of the kids bunked off school to take part in the protests, 
and we even heard that an entire class and their teacher had been 
arrested during one of the sit-down blockades! 

One British activist commented on the lack of the 'usual' division 
between 'activists’ and 'locals’ saying that it felt like the whole com- 
munity was out in opposition. If our campaigns or movements are to 
grow beyond the countercultural ghetto they currently reside they 
must be based upon local involvement - not support - and communi- 
ty resistance. 

Organisation 

The strength of the German anti-nuclear protests have clearly been 
the result of intense and sustained groundwork at a local, national 
and international level. Planning for the resistance at Ahaus began a 
year before the action with the participation of groups across 
Germany, and a lot had been learnt from previous protests at 
Gorleben. The effectiveness of the mobilisation was demonstrated by 
the fact that although the CASTOR transport was moved 5 days earli- 
er than expected - with barely 24 hours notice - over 5000 people still 
managed to turn up on the Friday. 

The participation of groups across Germany in preparing for the 
protests had a marked effect on the impact of the resistance. Rather 
than being a protest with one focal point - Ahaus - the organisation 
of resistance in towns along the route succeeded in making the CAS- 
TOR transport a national issue - a much greater threat to the State. 
Additionally direct action began from the moment the CASTORs left 
the power plants, so the transport was held up for far longer than if 
all resources and energy had been concentrated in Ahaus. 

State Response 

The response of the German State to the anti-nuclear protests can 
be seen on a number of levels. The size of the police operation - the 
largest deployment since World War 2 - and the amount of resources 
(See 'Freaky Facts’ box) they are willing to put into containing the 
protests would suggest that they take these protests fairly seriously. 
However, since the nuclear issue is quite high on the popular politi- 
cal agenda it seems that the authorities are keen to try and outwit, 
as well as outfight, the protests - and the media were complicit in 
helping with this. 

Like any other protest the media played out a particular role in the 
portrayal, and hence perception, of what was going on. It appears 
that there was quite an effort, in contrast to the hyping-up of 
Gorleben, to down-play the impact of the resistance, and we partic- 
ularly noticed this in the British press reports. Another example of 
how our protests can never rely on the mainstream media for accu- 
rate representation or explanation of the issues involved... 

The politicisation of the issue may also have been a factor in the 


softly’ approach to the protests. In the event there was nothing very 
'soft’ about the police tactics, as even random groups of people who 
were nothing to do with the protests were targeted by baton-wield- 
ing cops. Alongside the sheer brutality the police also used their 
power to simply harass demonstrators. An example of this was the 
police road-blocking access to the camps, and spreading mis-infor- 
mation about which camps existed on the Friday night, resulting in 
people having to wander for miles in the dark trying to gain access to 
the camps. 

Freaky Facts in a Flash 

•CASTOR stands for 'Cask for the Storage and Transport of 
Radioactive Materials. ’ 

• Each CASTOR is capable of holding 19 highly radioactive fuel rods 
from the core of a nuclear reactor. 

•This transport train was 570m in length and contained 6 CASTORs. 

• From Walheim to Ahaus is a distance of only 600km and the train 
journey should have taken 6/7 hours. 

•The transport left Walheim at 3am on Friday 20th March and 
arrived in Ahaus at 8.30pm - a delay of around ten hours. 

•About 30,000 police were involved in the protests of which 18,000 
were in Ahaus. These police included normal, transport, riot 
police (ex-border guards) and members of a special anti-terrorist 
unit (the SEK). 

•One of those heading the police operation - Hubert Wimber - is a 
Green Party Councillor. Democracy: would you like a kick in the 
head or a punch in the stomach? 

•Around 8,000 people took part in the resistance at Ahaus - and 
between 600 and 1000 people were arrested. (Official police 
reports count 628 arrests and 775 identity checks). 

• Despite publicising a 'softly, softly’ approach to the protests, the 
police used water cannons, CS gas and baton charges against pro- 
testers (and random gatherings of people) and had up to 16 heli- 
copters - most carrying police reinforcements - in the air at any 
one time. 

•Out of a school population of 12,000 in Ahaus on Friday 20th only 
20-30 kids attended school! 

• Police reported 33 injuries amongst protesters, the official Red 
Cross reported 63, and the Autonome first aid group estimated 
many more - including some severe injuries. Many people are now 
filing charges against the police for injuries sustained at Ahaus. 


Affinity Groups 

An affinity group is a group of people - usually numbering some- 
where between 5 to 12 - who band together for a specific purpose 
such as mutual protection. The composition of an affinity group can 
vary from complete strangers, who join together during an action for 
one particular task, to close friends that have known each other for 
years. 

Whilst having some disadvantages, going on an action as an affini- 
ty group means that people can discuss things such as what they want 
to do and how they want to act in certain situations, such as arrest 
or a riot. A good way of keeping affinity groups together is the use of 
flags, which in Germany proved invaluable for finding our group in a 
large and chaotic crowd. It also showed itself to be excellent for 
leading off groups if you need to move in a hurry. As well as this it’s 
a very inspirational sight to see loads of flags belonging to like-mind- 
ed groups flying in the wind above a militant active crowd. 

Police on the continent have a justified reputation for being much 
more violent than the UK police; and Germany is no exception to this. 
Because of this people have to look out for each other much more on 
actions and demonstrations. Examples of this that we saw in action 
included: everyone in the 'black block’ on the march in Munster link- 
ing arms to stop police snatch squads, people holding banners along 
the side of demonstrations to stop filming and snatch squads, groups 
going out to actively harass police camera crews, the use of 
Autonome medic teams (protesters who are trained in first aid) and 
good legal support who do follow up work as well as advice on arrest. 
The important thing is resistance! 

In the anti-nuclear protests in Germany there appears to be more 
tolerance of, and acceptance of the need for, varying types of action 
than in the UK radical direct action scene. A slogan that summed this 
up was the chant 'Peaceful or militant - the important thing is resis- 
tance /’ which was shouted on the demo in Munster. 



The march of whose “progress"? 

The original plan at Ahaus was to have different direct action 
camps alongside the CASTOR route. Each camp was to be organised 
by a different region - similar to at Gorleben last year - and different 
tactics were expected to be used by each one. This was supposed to 
mean that there was much more room for different kinds of protests 
to happen and so less time would be wasted arguing about what form 
the protest should actually take - violent or non-violent for example 
- as is depressingly common on many demonstrations and actions in 
the UK. This plan was never to be though as all but two camps 
were evicted before the transport arrived, and meant that 
everyone was jumbled together in a more ad hoc way 
and on the actions people just got on with doing what 
they wanted. 

What was very noticeable was the way that the dif- 
ferent tactics used on the actions complimented 
one other. At the blockade of the train tracks 
some people were sitting down in the way, others dug up 
and undermined the tracks, whilst others threw rocks at 
the police. If any one of these had been done in isolation it 
would have been far less effective than all of them happening 


alongside each other. The people throwing rocks forced the police to 
wear riot gear, which slowed them down, as well as making them 
deploy squads for protection - thereby tying up more resources. The 
sit down of the tracks forced the police to clear it - taking large num- 
bers and time - but also acted as a cover for others to dig up the 
tracks that significantly delayed the train whilst they were repaired. 

This all may be a slightly over-positive view of the different sec- 
tions of a movement working together. It must be mentioned that 
some of the people felt mutually inhibited by the others actions and 
attitudes - non-violent protesters felt threatened by militancy, and 
people chucking rocks had to be worried about pacifists shouting at 
them and drawing police attention. There definitely were tensions 
amongst this apparently united front. Even acknowledging these dif- 
ferences activists in Britain should take stock that at least in 
Germany they seem to try and work together on the same protests 
and actions without evangelical preaching about the 'right way’ to do 
things - something we can rarely boast of. 

What now? 

Whilst devoting time and energy to confronting these nuclear 
issues, we must never become fooled into treating them as one issue 
isolated from others. The struggle against nuclear power is merely 
one area of conflict in a web of resistance to the entirety of indus- 
trial capitalism. This system increasingly dominates and endangers 
every aspect of our lives and any movement that fails to acknowledge 
and address its place in this web falls into the trap of partial - and 
hence false - resistance. To build on the strengths of the anti- 
nuclear movement - both in Germany and in the UK - we must look 
for, find and make links with the other 
areas of conflict with the State and cap- 
ital that have revolutionary potential. 

To transcend this ecocidal world the sys- 
tem of hierarchical power relations that 
nuclear power relies on must be confronted and fought 
wherever we can do so effectively - and the transport 
of nuclear waste to the storage depot near Ahaus was 
one such place. We were inspired by, and have learnt much 
from, our short time there. We hope to carry the expe- 
riences and inspiration forwards - in our memories 
and also in our actions. 


For details on UK anti-nuclear actions: 

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) and Nuclear Trains 
Working Group 162 Holloway Road, London, N7 8DQ. Telephone: 0171 
700 2393. E-Mail: cnd@gn.apc.org 

Faslane Peace Camp, Shandon, Helensburgh, Dumbartonshire, 
Scotland, G84 8HT. Telephone: 01436 820901. 

Greater Manchester CND, 6 Mount Street, Manchester, M2 5NS. 
Telephone: 0161 834 8301. E-mail: gmcnd@gn.apc.org 

For information on European anti-nuclear actions: 

Bl Ahaus, Bahnhofstr. 51, 48683 Ahaus, Germany or Postfach 1165, 
48661 Ahaus, Germany. Telephone: +49 2561 961 791. Web site: 
www.oneworldweb.de/castor/ahaus 

For Mother Earth, Gewad 15, 9000 Gent, Belguim. Telephone: +32 9 
233 4924. E-mail: office@motherearth.agoranet.be 
Ecodefense! Moskovsky prospekt, 120-34236006 Kaliningrad, Russia. 
Telephone: 7-0112-437286. E-mail: ecodefense@glasnet.ru 


It's more than just no nukes... 

Earth First! Action Update, c/o Dept 29, 1 Newton Street, 
Manchester, Ml 1HW. Telephone: 0161 224 4846. E-mail: actionup- 
date@gn.apc.org Monthly 6 page newsletter with reports of ecologi- 
cal direct action, a list of forthcoming events and a contacts list of 
active groups - send an SAE for a free copy. 

Do or Die, c/o PO Box 2971 , Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2TT. 164 pages 
of news and cutting edge analysis from the ecological frontlines. 
£2.50 (payable to 'Earth First!’) including postage from the above 
address. 

Schnews, PO Box 2600, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2DX. Telephone: 
01273 685913. Send an SAE for a copy of this weekly A4 newsheet cov- 
ering anti-capitalist/anti-state direct action struggles in the UK and 
abroad. 

Smash Hits, Box BM 5538, London, WC1N 3XX. A forum and airing 
ground for dynamic revolutionary ideas - for a copy send £1 .50 includ- 
ing postage. 


If you would like a talk done on the events at Ahaus, or for correspondence and discussion with the authors of this 
leaflet contact: CASTORS, Cops and Chaos! c/o Box B, Public House Bookshop, 21 Little Preston Street, Brighton, East 
Sussex, BN1 2HQ, UK. Donations to cover the cost of printing this leaflet are welcome. Make cheques/postal orders 
payable to 'Earth First!’ and send to the above address. 


Rabid Radioactive Reading 

★ Chapter 11 entitled 'Anti-Nuclear War. Perspectives on the anti-nuclear movement’ in 'The Eco Wars. A Layman’s Guide 
to the Ecology Movement’ by David Day. (Harrap Books: London 1989). ★ 'Nuclear Power for Beginners’ by Stephen Croall 
and Kaianders Sempler. (Writers and Readers: London 1978) Easy to understand guide to nuclear issues ★ 'Progress and 
Nuclear Power’ by Fredy Perlman. Originally published in a special anti-nuclear issue of Fifth Estate in April 1979. Available 
as a pamphlet for 80p including postage from: Dead Trees Earth First! PO Box 2971, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2TT, UK. (Send 
well concealed cash or blank PO’s.) ★ 'Strange Victories - the anti-nuclear movement in the US and Europe.’ Published by 
Midnight Notes with an introduction by Alfredo M. Bonanno. (Elephant Editions: London 1985) An analysis of the class struc- 
ture and strategy of the anti-nuclear movement in the US and Europe during the 1970’s and '80’s. 


Thanks to all those groups and individuals who donated the money that made our travel to this action possible. 



Earth First! 

Summer Gathering 



Day by day we see the war against us intensify. The air that we breath, the food that we eat and the water that we drink poison us. The ozone shield 
that protects us is ripped apart. Forests that have stood for thousands of years are cut down. Animals are tortured and killed for the sake of profit. 
Grinding tedious work and consumer culture dominate our lives. Vibrant diverse life is replaced by cold monotonous concrete. Yet in more and more 
places new shoots of life are breaking through. Bulldozers are sabotaged, genetically engineered crops destroyed, forest gardens planted, offices disrupt- 
ed, land squatted and collectives established - all part of a global struggle to destroy the system that is wiping out the future and making the present a 
misery... 


Involved in much of this ecological resistance are people active with Earth First! This is not an organisation or a campaign but a convenient banner for 
those who share similar ideas to act under. Earth First! operates as a network of fully autonomous groups. These groups organise non-hierarchically and 
use direct action to confront, stop and eventually reverse the forces that are responsible for the destruction of the Earth. This year the Earth First! net- 
work will be having its Summer Gathering in Dorset - it will start first thing in the morning on Wednesday 9th and finish in the evening of Monday 14th 
September. 


On four of the mornings during the Gathering there will be a set of practical ‘How to...’ workshops. 
These will be an opportunity to learn skills such as how to do an office occupation, facilitate meet- 
ings and run a newsletter - as well as more physical ones including first aid, self defence and climb- 
ing. During these sessions there will also be an introduction workshop that will try to explain some 
of the history and ideas that lie behind the radical ecological direct action movement. 


There will be two slots timetabled in the Gathering for a regional get 
together - both early on and then later during the week. These will be 
spaces where people from the same areas of the country will be able to 
meet each other and have a chance to talk about region specific issues 
such as newsletters, gatherings, campaigns, actions and networks. 


A significant amount of time during the week will be devoted to talking about 
past, present and future UK campaigns and actions. This will take the form of a 
UK Campaigns Forum where every group will have a chance to briefly introduce 
their campaign. After this there will be a set of workshops where some of these 
campaigns can go into more depth about the history and issues behind their par- 
ticular concern. Following this there will be a discussion to talk about the events 
of the last year - looking at their strengths and weaknesses in the hope of learn- 
ing for the future. 


One session during the week will be a large dis- 
cussion to talk about the effectiveness and 
implications of some of our tactics - past, pre- 
sent and potential. This will not be a place to 
air an ideology and impose your point of view 
on people - ‘respect for each other* and 
‘strength in diversity’ are the catchphrases for 
this discussion. 

On one afternoon in the week there will be no workshops or discussions 
scheduled. Instead we hope to have a number of different games, includ- 
ing the now traditional short hairs versus the long hairs football, as well 
as a mystery revolutionary wide game... details in the programme! 


A whole day during the week will be given over to thinking 
and talking about the consolidation and strategy of our move- 
ment. In the morning of this day there will be two sets of 
workshops covering subjects as diverse as land collectives, 
prisoner support, community organising and pirate radio sta- 
tions. In the afternoon there will be a discussion on where to 
go from here - deciding what is needed to be done and how we 
can put it all into practice. 


Last year people from over twenty countries attended the Gathering and talked about the eco- 
logical resistance in their region. This year even more are expected so we have extended and 
added to the international aspect of the Gathering and one whole day will be exclusively 
focused on international issues. This will involve an International Campaigns Forum, work- 
shops on specific campaigns and actions as well as a large discussion on topics such as the 
implications of the global economy, building international resistance and learning from 
activists elsewhere in the world. 


In the evenings there will be a video and speak- 
er on a campaign or issue related to our struggles 
- as well as some free space left for people to run 
untimetabled workshops. All this will be followed 
by some wild entertainment - both organised and 
spontaneous! 


Due to livestock a condition of having the site is that we have a ‘No Dogs’ 
policy. I’lease respect this and don’t bring yours - you won’t be let in with it. 

Parking space is very limited so use public transport or share lifts - see below 
for people co-ordinating this in your area. The space available for live-in vehi- 
cles is also very restricted so telephone the number below to book a place. 

At the gate we will be asking for £10 from every person to cover the costs of 
organising this Gathering. 

On the site there will be a reception, a reading library of anarchist and radi- 
cal ecological books, a quiet sleeping area, a creche, toilets and running water, 
spaces for workshops and discussions and a stall selling books, pamphlets and 
tools at cost price. Commercial stalls are not welcome but remember to bring 
any information that you have about your group, campaign or forthcoming 
action - as well as some copies of any publications that you produce. 

The accommodation is camping space only so come equipped for this. 'Women 
only camping space will be provided. 

Cheap organic vegan food will be provided all week and it will cost around 
£3 each day. Meal tickets will be sold at the reception. 

We aim to make the site as fully accessible to all as we can. If you have any 
special needs contact us at the address below. 

To receive details of where the Gathering is - including a map of how to get 
there - send a first class SAE marked ‘Earth First! Gathering Map’ to the 
address below. These will be posted back to you so that they arrive in time 
for your journey. The Regional Transport Contacts will be co-ordinating trans- 
port to the Gathering so if you can offer a lift, or need one, get in touch with 
your local contact. 

f' Regional Transport Contacts N \ 

Brighton: 01273 685 913 
Edinburgh: 0131 557 6242 
Kent: 01227 463 368 
Lancaster: 01524 849 313 
Leeds: 0113 262 9365 
London: 0171 281 4621 
^Liverpool: 0151 708 5521 


Manchester: 0161 224 4846 
Newton Abbot: 01626 363 844 
Norfolk: 01508 531 636 
Nottingham: 0115 958 5666 
Oxford: 01865 791 391 
South Wales: 01685 873 993 
Wiltshire: 01249 650078 


Any donations to help put this Gathering on would be very useful. Make 
cheques and postal orders payable to ‘Earth First! Gathering’. We also need 
help to put this Gathering on; both now whilst in the planning stage and also 
during the week itself - so any offers of help would be welcome. 


r 

v. 


★No cops* No cameras*No joumalists*No dogs*No future* 

For offers of workshops or help and for general inquiries contact: 
Earth First! Summer Gathering, c/o Cornerstone Resource Centre, 
16 Sholebroke Avenue, Chapeltown, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK. 
Telephone: 0113 262 9365. E-mail: cornerstoiie@gn.apc.org 
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ARTHURS 

WOOD! 


ACTIONS CONTINUE AGAINST 
MANCHESTER’S SECOND RUNWAY 



* New camp stops tree felling 

* Protesters seek injunction to 

protect nesting birds 

* YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED to 
stop Manchester Airport’s latest 
destructive plans! 


Trees occupied to halt tree felling 

On Sunday 21st June protesters set up camp in Arthurs Wood near the site of 
Manchester Airport’s Second Runway when they heard that AMEC was 
planning to fell trees during the bird nesting season. Contractors arrived the 
next day to find people in treehouses blocking their path! 

The trees in Arthurs Wood, which is on National Trust land, are not even on 
the path of the second runway. Manchester Airport says it needs to cut them 
down to improve flightpath visibility when the runway is opened, but the 
Inspector of the Public Inquiry for the Runway advised that everything should 
be done to avoid these trees being destroyed. 

There is still a chance to save Arthur’s Wood. An injunction is being sought to 
prevent AMEC from damaging the trees before the bird nesting season is 
over, and regular actions against the airport are happening from the camp. 

More people are needed at the camp, which is on the edge of a valiey in a 
beautiful beech woodland. Rope, tarps and other equipment are also urgently 
needed, and donations (however small) are welcome as funds are very low. 


f\ u ft wa Y MAP 



Get a bus or train to the airport then walk towards the Cargo Centre and out 
onto the A358. Go down the A358 towards Wilmslow and turn off at the 
roundabout onto the Styal Road. Immediately turn right towards the 
Moathouse Hotel. Follow the bridlepath on the left hand side to the camp. 


CONTACT NUMBER ( Mobile): CTpfS 602*15^ 

Address: Save Arthurs Wood, c/o Manchester Earth First!, Dept 
29, 1 Newton Street, Manchester Ml 1HW. 
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"We are free from today.. .Paralyse the country, you are your own leaders. 

SAVE ST MARY’S 
CHURCHYARD 


Mahatma Gandhi 
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Camp AARDVARK (Arboreal Activists Reinforce 
Decent Values Against Redevelopment Killing) has 
been set up to protect St Mary’s Churchyard, “the 
very last green open space in Southampton”, from 
being developed by a partnership of Church of 
England pic, the higher education establishment and 
the usual property speculators. Base Camp and 
houses in some of the 40 mature trees are already 
up and running. Plans reveal most of this beautiful 
churchyard being covered in buildings and tarmac. 

Aardvarkers are all from Southampton - one 
was christened in the church - and the campaign has 
loads of local support, but wouldn’t mind some 
climbing gear too, and visitors. The Council has final 
say on the proposal, so we plan to make very clear to 
them that people wish to preserve the site as is. 

DOLLY IN SHOCK 
KIDNAP 

Apparently modem-day sheep-rustlers have their eye 
on Dolly the cloned sheep. Security has been 
tightened around the Roslin Institute, in Midlothian, 
and police have been alerted, after warning was 
received from a mystery group who stated “The 
cloning of a sheep is against nature and our objective 
is to kidnap Dolly, neuter the animal and release her 
among a flock of sheep...” 

INFILTRATOR (REALLY) 

From A SEED Europe: “It has been brought to our 
attention through various sources that Adrian Franks 
of Eco- Action France [& EF! France^ is an infiltrator 
selling information on activist groups to corporate 
clients. He has claimed to be working very closely 
with organisations and networks (such as Coiporate 
Watch UK), but is almost unknown to them. To his 
plients he acts under the surnames Mayer and 
Lechene. His intelligence agency, Risk Crisis 
Analysis, is registered in both France and the UK 
under Adrian Lechene. According to sources, he has 
created a corporate-oriented information-market on 
the activities of European activists. We have made 
clear to the companies he was in touch with that much 
of the information they received was inaccurate and 
that they will receive nothing further.” For further 
information on his activities, and the investigation, 
go to <www.xs4all.nl/~respub/adrian> 

THIS IS TAPP 

Tyneside Action for People and Planet, known to 
their friends as TAPP, are up to all sorts. 

On National Bike to Work Day, activists 
dressed as security guards leafleted cars in the city 
centre with official looking ‘Vehicle Immobilisation 
Notices’, identifying them as dangerous. Cars parked 
k at the Department of Environment headquarters were 
particularly targeted - one day surely isn’t much too 
expect from them after all - but the DoE responded 
by reporting TAPP for littering! 

Other TAPP projects: monthly cycling actions 
are being held to claim back a cycle route under 
ownership of the road construction firm Robert 
McAlpine; the plight of 160 mature trees about to 
die in the name of road widening is being highlighted, 
and “Country Watch” is taking action against animal 
snares and farm animal abuses. 


This is a monthly round-up of ecological direct 
action news and forthcoming events in Britain. 

There is more about Earth First! inside this 
newsletter, as well as a list of contacts. 
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CZECH RTS: “WORST POLICE 

VIOLENCE SINCE 68” 

StTvO (: 

Two months on, Prague’s Global Street Party is still making the 
pages of the newspapers, which describe it as the biggest 
confrontation between demonstrators and police in 
Czechoslovakia for ten years, and the scene of the worst police 
violence since 1968. It occurred late in the day, when police 
moved in on the crowd with truncheons, eventually detaining 
and interrogating 64 people, a third of whom were under 18, 
some for up to two weeks. Reports say that while injured people 
were taken to the hospital, police continued mistreating them 
there even in the presence of physicians. Media and human rights 
organisations (who have all made statements that the rights of 
those detained were infringed) were not allowed access. Despite 
all of this, officials have now stated there will be no police charged 
for any breaches of law. However, there is a lot of public 
awareness and anger about their behaviour on the day, and they 
will be in the spotlight at Prague’s next party, on 29th September 
(meet 2pm, Palackeho square). 

Meanwhile, the activists being charged are in desperate 
need of donations to help with legal fees, and ask also that people 
in the UK make formal complaints to the Czech embassy about 
the state’s handling of the party. Send donations c/o Czech EF! 

MENWITH HILL 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

On American Independence Day, the dodgy types at Menwith 
Hill spy base traditionally invite local dignitaries to drop in for 
tea. Menwith Hill women activists made it a bit more difficult 
this year, holding a mobile picnic on the public footpath that 
crosses the visitors’ car-park driveway, and releasing helium 
balloons with petitions attached to them, protesting against the 
Cassini Probe which carries 72.3 pounds of plutonium. 

Meanwhile, the current expansion of Menwith Hill, 
recently taken over by US Space Command, continues - and 
the new ‘golf balls’ are specifically for receiving infra-red 
pictures from satellites. 


SCOTTISH ANTI OPEN-CAST 

Donald Dewar, Secretary of State for Scotland, was recently 
given a ‘souvenir’ from Coalbum by the Scottish Opencast 
Action Group: two full carrier bags of coal dust were handed 
over at the Scottish Office with the message, “Collected from 
the lungs of children living next to opencasts. There’s more 
where this came from!” Scotland is more threatened by opencast 
now than ever before as opencast companies see Scotland as 
having laxer planning laws and fewer people to object. The demo, 
to the tune of pipes and drums, coincided with ‘Minerals ’98 - 
Making More of Life’, a UK-wide week to “celebrate mineral 
extraction”. Said a Coalbum local - “It is outrageous that 
Minerals '98 have been given £64,000 by the DTI and 
Department of the Environment to ‘celebrate’ opencasts! No- 
one is giving a penny or a thought for the communities whose 
lives are made miserable by all the traffic, dust and noise ” 
Contact SCAG - 01501 785202 

LOVE-IN AT ROSLIN 

The idea: to hold a celebration of the Diversity of Life in the 
grounds of the Roslin Institute, near Edinburgh, where Dolly 
the sheep was cloned. It’s time we got heard - time to take 
action - 2 days of celebrating biodiversity - bring your 
imagination & leave your inhibitions.... The plan: to have a mass 
(nude) invasion of the grounds, with loads of interesting and 
thought-provoking performance, costumes, musicians etc, and 
then....who knows? It will raise in a simple and direct way all 
the moral & ethical implications.. .imagine if we get arrested 
for performing natural procreation, whilst Frankenstein 
scientists op en Pan dora’s box. Contact Gwynned & Mon EF! 

GENETIX SNOWBALL 

cc&^oy 

On July 4th five women safely and openly removed GE crops 
from a field release site in Oxfordshire. This action launched 
the genetiX snowball, which aims to inspire growing numbers 
of people to accountably and openly remove GE plants. Despite 
a hefty police presence, the women pulled up 200 plants before 
being arrested for criminal damage. The women placed the plants 
in marked bags and contacted the Environment Agency, asking 
them to dispose of the crops as biohazardous waste. Police 
later released the women without charge. The women had 
previously openly declared their intention to pull up the plants 
to farmers, crop owners Monsanto, and the police. The women 
left behind personal statements of their reasons for taking the 
action and a pledge of nonviolence, accountability, and respect 
for human life and the environment. Monsanto are now seeking 
injunctions against the five women, banning them from 
"interfering” with crops on any of their 70 listed British release 
sites, and asking for unlimited damages... unfortunately for the 
gene dictators, there are others all to happy to “interfere”. On 
July 1 8th a second snowball action was planned, but it turned 
out that the farmer had already stopped growing GE crops 
because he distrusted the technology! Groups around the 
country have taken up the invitation to take part in further rounds, 
expected on the first and third Saturdays of each month. To 
take part contact genetiX snowball for a campaign pack. 

LONDON RTS DO IT PROPERLY 

While New Labour announced their White Paper on Transport, 
which says little about the rights of pedestrians and cyclists, 
London Reclaim the Streets solved all our problems with their 
Green, Black and Red paper. It bans private cars from city centres, 
redirects the saved money into making public transport free! 
rules that car ads must carry a government health warning, and 
converts the M25 into the world’s largest circular organic 
allotment. Simultaneously there occurred a large-scale 
subvertising round of London billboards in order to redecorate 
Ford’s latest advertisements with tube maps and bicycle posters 
to celebrate the paper's release. Hoorah. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


After 7 years, the EF! AU has reached its 50th birthday! 
To celebrate this fact, the evolution of the movement 
and how the Update has reflected this, the ‘EF! AU1*S0 
Reader’ is being put together. We need ideas, comments, 
any amusing or good unpublished photos, distribution 
help. Contact us via Manchester EF! Laminated 
stickers also now available, lOp each or contact us for 
bulk orders. 

A local FoE anti -quarry' campaigner & one other have 
been found guilty of “conspiracy to cause criminal 
damage and recklessly endanger life”. This follows 
the cutting of the railway line out of Whatley Quarry 
in September ‘96. The decision’s being appealed before 
the (stiff) sentencing, due late August. Meanwhile, 
ARC are appealing the stop to the expansion plans 
It all got a bit mixed up at the recent Salisbury RTS. 
Party-goers found themselves sharing 2 stalled tanks 
with soldiers and discussing the ethics of going out 
and shooting people, as the traffic piled up. . . 

Worthing residents celebrated the 2nd anniversary of 
the arrival of CCTV, making the public the focus of 
their own handmade CCTV cameras, and presenting a 
birthday cake to one of the real ones. Crime has risen 
by 19% in the town since the cameras were put up. 
The EF! & RTS websites have had to move. See the 
bottom of the contact list for the new address. 

At the suggestion of local FoE and Worthing Borough 
Council, two neighbourhoods celebrated Green 
Transport Week by organising their own community 
street parties Turfed-over tarmac, sandpits, and a 
trampoline replaced the traffic Funds raised will go to 
community projects 

Huntingdon Life Sciences, the UK’s biggest contract 
animal testing laboratory, have lost their second 
largest shareholder, and half the workforce at the 
Cheshire lab are to be made redundant. To help keep 
up the pressure to close it down, contact HDSC. 

At Fas lane, although the local Council won the appeal 
against the peace camp and could evict immediately, 
they’ve contacted camp residents to ask for ‘talks’ in 
August. Faslane folk arc intrigued, but remain on alert. 
Do you live In mid-Wales or the English borders? 
Interested in the eco non-violent direct action movement 
but frustrated by the sparsity of like minds in this very 
rural and lowly-populated area? Contact Hereford EF! 
Arthur’s Wood, the new Manchester Airport camp 
is in need of enough dwellers to start another camp, 
plus usual polyprop donations etc. 3 people were 
arrested and bailed off site 

If you attended either of the parties in Brixton or 
Tottenham, RTS need your help. There were several 
arrests and a couple of police assaults on partygoers. 
Phone RTS ASAP, 0171 281 4621 or 0961 398257 
London RTS are putting together a book about the RTS 
movement. Contributions welcome: photographs, 
press cuttings etc (will be returned). Send to John, 
RTS, 75 Kitto Rd, Telegraph Hill, London SE12 5TN, 
or <artactivism@gn.apc.org> 

Although the McLIbel appeal date is not until 1999, 
they have two weeks to lodge their appeal bundles - all 
200,000 pages - and pay £20,000 pounds extra for 
transcripts! And if they don’t? Appeal struck out. 
Undercurrents 10 underway for November release 
If you know of a story that needs telling, or want 
support in making your own feature, get in touch. 

The latest offering from SQUALL includes features 
on Freemasonry, the Countryside Alliance, global 
activism & the GAndALF fiasco. 

Someone’s putting together an anarchist anthology, in 
a very accessible-to-all-ages style. 2-5 page articles 
are still needed, and graphics - <TFSparrow@aol com> 
Heron Land Developments want to build 2,500 houses, 
industrial units and a retail park adjoining Chepstow.on 
300 acres of pasture, copses, ponds, 30 kins of 
hedgerows, a SSSI, part of the Offa’s Dyke path, and 
Saxon and Iron Age sites. ‘In return’, HLD have 
‘offered’ a 2nd bypass! - contact 01291 624901 
At a peaceful blockade of a barge at a Nigerian oil 
installation (owned by US multinational Chevron) , 
Chevron-hired soldiers shot and killed two protesters 
and wounded 30 more. Chevron has devastated the 
ecology and communities of Ondo. See 
Njaja@compuserve com 

The Liverpool Dockers, compelled to end their 30 
month dispute, will still struggle against exploitation and 
casualisation, here and globally. They led the London 
‘March for Social Justice’ in May, and more is planned 
-call 0181 372 0908 

At the BNRR, the Brum fire brigade & ambulance 
service have been told by police not to come to the aid 
of protestors - there’ll be ‘urine & flea grenades 
waiting’. Yegads, those violent terrorist protestors 
again. .! 


PRISONERS 


1 Chris Garrett (Scouse Chris), CL 4664 HMP Altcourse,| 

Fazakeriey, Liverpool L9 7LH, on remand for charges relating I 
to the Manchester Airport protest 


DOWN THE TUBE 

On the morning of the RMT rail trade union strike by 
1 0,000 workers, London activists climbed onto die roof 
of a tube train at Bank and shut down the eastbound 
Central Line, in support of the tubeworkers’ stand 
against privatisation. ‘Fat cats’ offered to buy Bank 
station, handing out peanuts and explanatory leaflets to 
passengers. Underground (corporate greed) signs were 
subverted to read “Laughing all the way to the Bank”. 
Three activists were arrested, charged and released 
later the same day. 

HILLGROVE 

HULLABALOO 

The mass demo on 1 1 July against Hillgrove Farm, 
breeders of cats for vivisection, was supposed to start 
with a rally, followed by a protest at the form. But 
Witney Carnival was on, and police didn’t want 
animal rights protesters mingling with ‘real’ people! 
So they put a 5 mile exclusion zone around Witney, 
under the Public Order Act ‘86. A change of plan - 
hundreds of protesters gathered at a service station 
near Oxford to march into the city centre towards the 
University, where the cats go. A small group got 
past the police into the city, and 2 larger groups held 
impromptu street parties. All met up at a major 
roundabout, and occupied it for some time, before 
being ushered back to the services. Legal advice 
suggests the exclusion zone was unlawful. Hillgrove 
will close down; it’s only a matter of time. 

POLISH ANTI-ROAD 
CAMP BIT 

At 4am on June 4, the eviction and clearance of Polish 
EF!’s St Anna mountain camp began, with residents 
isolated by a barrier and an official media ban. Over 
several days activists were violently removed by about 
85 anti-terrorist police and climbers. Many trees were 
felled with their occupants still in them, and 24 arrests 
were made. On the final evening, activists planned to 
stay on the ground to continue resistance, but were 
attacked by the local skinhead group. Later, after 
collecting those who had been arrested, campaigners 
moved on - to occupy two houses in the nearby village 
of Wysoka, further along the proposed route. By the 
end of the month foe bulldozers followed. They were 
originally held off by a barrage of stones from the 
rooftops, but eventually both houses were destroyed, 
once again with protesters still in them. Resistance 
will continue - further info and a video are available 
from EF! Poland. 

CRYSTAL PALACE 
SPRING 

“Spring is definitely in the air here at Big Willow 
Eco Village at Crystal Palace, and it has brought with 
it two things - sex and plants. The first is initaing 
eco-warriors pairing up and taking off in a romantic 
haze thinking of each other, instead of foe eviction. 
The second means that the plants have grown so tall 
all over the site that its almost impossible to recognise 
it!” The owners of the development site have asked 
the campaigners to leave, not as a result of the tidings 
ofSpring, of course, and as we go to press foe decision 
over whether a Judicial Review of the scheme can go 
ahead will be taken. Unusual tunnels are at the ready 
if the legal system plays its usual tricks. 

IN-GENE-UITY 

CLov/w 'X 

Direct action came to foe Royal Agricultural Show when 
foe ‘Kenilworth Croppers’ openly cut 75% of a GE 
display crop. The wheat, produced for ‘improved bread 
making qualities’, had been kept under close guard at 
foe show all week, following foe safe ‘decontamination’ 
ofa GE wheat field atCerea;s ‘98. The wheat contains 
antibiotic marker genes, which could lead to antibiotic 
resistance in humans, and which foe government’s own 
advisory body has ruled as unsafe and so banned from 
future experiments. The developers have ignored the 
warning and are continuing to display their wheat as 
part of a ‘public education project’. 

A group of ramblers on an evening stroll in the 
countryside last week were most surprised and 
alarmed to find that the footpath they were following 
near a form, near Ponteland, was blocked by a crop 
ofgenetically manipulated oil seed rape. The ramblers, 
disgusted that this unpredictable, uncontrollable, 
unnecessary, unwanted and dangerous crop was being 
grown in the north east, had no alternative but to destroy 
it, to stop the spread of pollen and help end foe Genetix 
Experiment. RAGE! Ramblers against genetic 


Elsewhere, a group calling themselves the ‘Wardens 
of Wiltshire’ pulled up another lot of Monsanto’s GE 
rape. Police came along but no arrests were made. 
Whilst 12 people did the decontamination work, 25 
other locals came along to offer support, one saying: 
“We and others before us are neither ‘eco-warriors’ 
nor ‘super heroes’. We are simply concerned mothers, 
fathers & other ordinary people that are unwilling to 
accept Monsanto force-feeding us genetically 
engineered crops - or their expensive and misleading 
PR campaign that is trying to sell them to us.” That is 
foe 27th site to be rescued from GE crops, and as yet 
no charges of criminal damage have been pressed by 
any of foe biotech companies involved. 

And finally, a blackbird & friends announced they’d 
be landing on a GE field in Tyneside, only to find 
someone had already harvested foe rape - poor hungry 
bird. 


EVENTS 


TEIGN GRACE 

400 people, including David Bellamy and therefore foe 
TV cameras, turned out in foe rain for the Teigngrace 
National Rally, to walk through (?) rivers. Latest 
development there was when foe quarry company who 
wants to dig up foe place, realised that the upcoming 
public inquiry may get them in trouble for bulldozing 
Twinyeo Farm, which, as foe home of a Saxon lord, is 
mentioned in the Domesday Book. So they returned to 
foe scene of foe crime to dig up foe foundations in the 
hope of destroying its historical significance once and 
for all. Luckily they were spotted and an injuction was 
taken out to stop their sneaky vandalism. 

I^GHTGFWAY^ 

South Downs folk again took foe government at their 
word and took back their ‘ freedom to roam’ - 200 people 
mass-trespassed and camped over, reclaiming areas 
incorrectly signposted “Private - No Right of Way” and 
picnicking on Balmer Down, which dates back to the 
Iron Age. Walkers expressed shock at recent wanton 
destruction of hundreds-of-years-old beeches on 
Offham Down, but were impressed at foe rapid recovery 
of the heTb-rich turf, rescued from ploughing by 
campaigning last year. Only 10 ofBrighton Council’s 
wildlife-rich old down pasture sites have formal public 
access, though all 53 are supposed to. Take them back 
on foe regular trespass days. 

ASHTON COURT’S 

STILL THERE 

The police threat to evict Ashton Court protest camp if 
they didn’t leave by foe Ashton Court Festival weekend 
seems to have been a lot of hot air. Local activists 
tatted down one camp, but foe other went on alert ready 
to resist forcible removal. ..which never happened. So 
foe campaign is back in full swing, ready for September’s 
‘habitat translocation’. That’s where Pioneer Quarry 
company arrange to slice off the top layer of foe 
meadow and put it somewhere else, on different soil; 
thereby “protecting” the 89 species that just possibly 
liked their habitat where it was. To help stop this 
nonsense, contact foe camp on their mobile phone. 

BARN BUNGLE 

[ CLo^oY 

Undercover cops who’d set up a secret camera in a 
Tayside farm’s bam and parked up in their unmarked 
car, hoping to catch some of the Scottish folk who are 
decontaminating their country by removing genetics test 
crops, had to run for their lives when foe car exhaust 
set foe bam on fire. Both the bam and foe car were 
destroyed, and foe damage is estimated to be well into 
the thousands.. .a police spokesman isquoted as saying, 
“Everyone is laughing their socks off.” Except the 
farmer, who may well have decided he’s had enough of 
his test crop even before any activists turn up! 

UKRANIAN RAINBOW 
KEEPERS 

Members of Rainbow Keepers and Tira Nigra were 
regularly terrorized by Ukrainian Security Service (USS, 
foe former Ukrainian KGB) while attempting to organize 
actions against foe recent Annual Meeting of the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) in Kiev. USS officers threatened to use 
physical violence against anybody participating in 
actions. Eventually, after a banner and leaflet action, 5 
activists were arrested without a warrant and sentenced 
to several days in jail, where they went on hunger strike 
against their treatment This kind of treatment is not 
new to Ukranian campaigners, many of whom have 
experienced interrogation and have had homes raided 
& belongings confiscated.... 


AUGUST 

1 Sheffield Acoustic Not Another RTS : foe 

spirit of foe old 70s jubilee street parties, 
minus foe Queen - meet noon, Fitzalan Sq 

1 Huntingdon National Demo - meet noon, 
Wilmslow BR station, Manchester 

1-9 Walk for Peace (Brussels-Faslane) Scottish 
leg, anti-nuke actions on foe way - Grace 
01555820400 

I- 17 Ecotopia Camp, transport focus - contact 

UmProWe, Merzhauserstr. 150/7,79100 
Freiburg, Germany +49-761-55408 
<umweltwerkstalt@31andbox.cornlink.apc.org> 

2 South Downs Mass Trespass - call ‘The 
Land is Ours’ 01273 388392 

7-9 West Country Activist Gathering, £5, 

location TBA - info 01626 363844, 01404 
814082 to offer workshops, £, or a hand 
12 Grouse shooting season starts - call HSA 

15 Faslane Action 

1 5 Bristol RTS - meet noon Eastville Park 
15 Lift Off Day - meet 1 2 noon Gardner St, 
Brighton, removing cars from pavements 

II- 25 Trident 2000 Disarmament Camp 
16-3 1 Globilisation and Resistance seminar, 

Geneva <play fair@astarwfo-aachen de> 
19-23 Northern Green Gathering, near 

Pontefract, W Yorks - 01 13 224 9885 
23 South Downs Mass Trespass - as above 
29-3 1 Ashton Court quarry weekend of action 

29- I Diversity of Life Celebration, Roslin 

SEPTEMBER 

York Peace Festival, 01904 642943 
9-14 Earth First! National Gathering, 

Dorset, contact via Leeds EF! 

1 6-20 Faith and Resistance Gathering II - 
contact 0171 6631000 

26-Oct 3Abolition Days and Citizens Inspections - 
0171 700 2393 for local action info 

30- 1 Oct Big Anti-Nuke Action, evening briefing, 
Leicester, transport to an exciting venue 
foe next morning - 01 13 262 9365 


CRITICAL MASS 


Birmingham - first Saturday each month, Victoria 
Square, 12 noon 

Manchester - last Friday each month, St Peter’s 
Square, 5pm 

Glasgow - last Saturday, Byres Road/University 
Avenue, 2pm 

Edinburgh - last Friday, foe Mound, 5.30pm — 

Exeter - last Friday, Paris St Cafe, by foe bus stop, 

5.15pm 

Newcastle - first Monday, 6pm, Monument, 

Gat esh fif rift mam article) 


DISCLAIMER: THE EDITORS OF THE EF! AU DO NOT ENCOURAGE ILLEGAL ACTION. THE AU IS FOR INFO PURPOSES ONLY 
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NOT ANOTHER RTS... 

The police wanted Not Another RTS in Sheffield, but 
then so did the ‘organisers’, intending it to be in the 
spirit of the old 70s Jubilee street parties, minus the 
Queen. A dual carriageway location was negotiated, 
and a few hundred partygoers, ‘protected’ by about three 
times that number of cops taking many holiday snaps 
and videos of the colourful throng, and a helicopter, 
proceeded to play football & human draughts to the 
rhythms of Orpheus (Sheffield’s very own ‘Rinky Dink’ 
pedal-powered sound system), before being escorted to 
a pedestrianised area. 

Bristol - "We’re up for it today; we know you’re just a 
bunch of professional anarchists”, sez Chief Inspector 
Copper. And so they were, with mounted police, 
helicopter, and many baton-beatings, plus the use of 
I CSgas. The sound system didn’t get through, an 8 foot 
long hedgehog was squashed, but the police’s reaction 
only made people more determined, and by the end of 
the day, there were up to 500 RTSers. The planned 
roundabout location was blocked by police all day, so 
party-goers spilled onto surrounding roads, including 
the M32, to be met by mounted police. 59 arrests, 8 
charged. Nearby IKEA, currently the target of a local 
campaign, closed for the weekend and hired security. 



...not just.. .the Ozymandias Direct Action & Sabotage Handbook 
(the British ‘Ecodefense’) - quietly ask around, or surf the web: 
<www. cafeunderground.com/Cafesite/Rooms/Ozymahdia/ 
handbook l.html> 

THE REVOLUTION IS BEING 
TELEVISED.... 

ALF activists heard that police wanted to search a property. As 
they made sure there was always someone at home, one day a 
Housing Benefit officer arrived, with plain clothes copper in tow, 
who was introduced as her boss. As he had no ID, and gave the 
name ‘Mr Smith’, he was not allowed entry. The HB officer 
didn’t stay long, as Mr Smith was busy taking down a vehicle 
number plate outside. The benefit office was instructed to confirm 
Mr Smith worked there, but was ‘unavailable’ when phoned. By 
chance, the plucky house-dwellers found out they were under 
further surveillance, when their neighbours told them that they 
could faintly make out their house on their TVs, in place of soon- 
to-be-received Channel 5. From the image, it was worked out 
roughly where the camera was, but this was inside a house. 
However, in a nearby local water authority outhouse a 12 metre- 
high tripod with microwave receiver pointed at the camera a mile 
away was found. The gizmo was connected to a TV monitor and 
slow record video machine. Over the next few weeks, each day, 
a plainclothed copper turned up to change the cassette. One day, 
all the equipment was liberated, and is now in a safe and loving 
home. This kind of surveillance is used before a more intensive 
(& expensive) operation can be sanctioned. 

Meanwhile, at Hillgrove, 20 agents provocateurs with fake ear 
and nose rings shouted abuse at their copper-colleagues before 
changing openly (accountably?) into their police overalls... 

A "longsuffering” Undercurrents journalist, who made the feature 
on coppers’ harassment of journalists, was arrested again whilst 
filming police violence at Bristol RTS. A Bristol-based 
documentary maker was arrested while reporting on an anti-GE 
protest in Totnes, his house raided with video tapes, computer 
hard drive, and various written materials seized. Someone who 
recently videotaped inside Comyhaugh mink farm, 
Northumberland, to highlight the conditions, was injuncted under 
the Protection from Harassment Act 1997 (to protect women from 
being sulked) , then arrested and given a nightime house curfew. 


This is a monthly round-up of ecological direct 
action news and forthcoming events in Britain. 

There is more abput Earth First! inside this 
newsletter, as well as a list of contacts. 


FASLANE - TRI-DENT 

Despite experiencing only two days of sunshine in 13 weeks of 
rain, the damp but jolly souls at Faslane peace camp continue to 
cause merry hell with the laughable base ‘security’. 8 campers 
broke in and played football. After seeing the formidable camp 
defences on telly, the cash-strapped local council agreed to talks 
with residents to try to find an amicable (& cheaper!) solution. 
Activists from Ploughshares Trident 2000 set up a second camp 
at Coulport to begin two weeks of accountable nuke-base 
disarmament Actions have been numerous and varied - blockades, 
fence-cuttings, ‘citizen’s inspections’, repainting MoD property 
(khaki is so dull), an early music gate blockade, and swimming 
to within yards of the evil subs themselves 3 times over - with 
over 100 arrests, and two remanded until 
22 September (see Prisoners). Faslane 
folk showed their gratitude to the crew 
of the NV Greenpeace by delaying for 
2 hours - they locked-on - a trawler 
which, had been hired by oil companies to trail 
>. With ongoing actions, 97 people pledged 
to NVDA so far, and another action camp at 
Faslane in November, there’s plenty more to come. 

NOTALOTT-MENTS 

Allotments are the next target fordevdopment in many towns that are paying 
lip service to not developing greenfield sites. Local councils have recently 
been given power to dispose of them, though central government managed 
to ditch over 53 in die last year. Raihrack issued eviction orders for all their 
allotment sites, but withdrew after protest At the end of die enclosure 
movement around the 1 850s, the sop of allotments on crappy land was 
given to shut up the ‘working man’. Resist enclosure! Contact TUO. 

HOTTING UP 


A planned supermarket development on the largest empty space in 
South Sheffield, where 3 already exist within a mile, is being opposed. 
The Tysak site was occupied for a weekend to show alternative uses of 
die site, with cricket and football pitches and a cinema put up, and 
though it rained and rained all weekend, local kids came to play, as did 
those employed by the council. Contact via Sheffield EF! 

Sharston Green is a 28 acre green site on the Manchester/Stockport 
border, owned by Manchester Airport, AMEC etc. Planning permission 
has been granted (surprise!) to build houses, industrial estate (flight 
simulator planned) and a grotty hotel/pub fast-poison outlet The 
campaign to save this space includes ongoing Village Green applications, 
and calling in the Ombudsman about collusion. Construction work 
commenced just recendy, and many mature oak trees were felled. The 
pond is being drained and the area attacked by bulldozers. We’re getting 
well sharsted - desperate situation -call 0161 -998 1 888/491 5560 
Bridgewater, Somerset: Local opposition building against 1 000 new 
houses that will trash greenbelt land - need help opposing planning 
application, and direct action advice - 01278 424146 
Xanadu, Europe’s largest indoor leisure complex, planned on 70 
acres of wildlife corridor, with a 3 ,500 car park. It requires a new bus- 
way (on old railway line which is a wildlife corridor), then connects to 
ordinary roads into Manchester. The campaign’s just started, with a 
rally of 35 horses & 1 00 people, and 4 public meetings so far. Contact 
via foe Campaign Legal Group. 

The M4 relief road - 020 million worth of six lane motorway through 
5 Sites of Special Scientific Interest within the internationally important 
Gwent Levels - is still in the Welsh roads programme, pending an 
announcement later in the year, making it the most expensive and 
destructive road planned for anywhere in the UK - CALM 
<amanda@martin7.demon.co.ulc> 


EARTH FIRST! “SUMMER” 
GATHERING 

The time has come for the eco-direct action gathering of the year 
- it runs from Wednesday 9th to Monday 14th September and 
will be held in Somerset There are lift shares from around the 
country, so get on down. There will be a reception, reading library, 
kids’ space, workshop spaces, and organic vegan food at £2 a 
day. We will be camping (a women-only space will be provided), 
so bring a tent Limited space for parking and live-in vehicles 
available near to the site. 

The exact location is kept secret until the day before it starts. 
Entrance is £10 a person, and everybody will pay this - even 
workshops-givers and organisers, so everything stays as cheap as 
possible for everyone. 

Strictly no dogs will be allowed on site for a variety of reasons, 
and there is a proposal to have no drinking of alcohol on site 
before dinner. Guidelines will be decided in the first site meeting. 

This year, the programme will be split between workshops and 
large discussions covering topics such as tactics, strategy and 
long-term sustainability. There will also be UK and International 
Campaigns’ Forums to give people an opportunity to tell others 
about their group, campaign or forthcoming actions. There will 
be a variety of evening entertainment - offers are always welcome. 

For more information - or a map and details of how to get to the 
site - send a SAE to: EF! Summer Gathering, c/o Leeds EF! The 
site mobile over the weekendwill be 0961 3 67421. . 

GENE ARRESTS 

1 1 people were arrested as they attempted to uproot GE sugar beet just 
south ofLincoln, as part of a genetiX snowball action. 8 new members 
of the local group were arrested by the waiting police, as they reached 
the release site. The remaining three were successful in uprooting 10 
beet before also being arrested for criminal damage, attempted criminal 
damage and going equipped to cause criminal damage with gardening 
tools; no charges have yet been pressed. The police and fanner were 
notified in advance of die time and place. A letter to foe Environment 
Agency asked them to safely dispose of foe GE material. The Monsanto 
injunction against the first 5 snowballers lists all their release sites. 

1 3 people were arrested after the decontamination of a genetics release 
site in Totnes, Devon, two charged with criminal damage of £605,000, 
curfews and daily reporting to a cop-shop imposed. The others are 
awaiting foe results of forensic tests. The site was foe subject of a 
high-profile court case, in which a former was fighting to retain his 
organic status, threatened by nearby GE cross-pollination. Over thirty 
people, many local, uprooted maize before it flowered. The site had 
24 hour security guard surveillance following an abortive attempt 
Properties in Somerset, Devon, Bristol, Sheffield and London were 
raided by police after the arrests. Locals held a public meeting, and 
a 300-strong demo at the court case of foe 2 “should be seen as a 
community response to foe corporate assault on our land”. 

Despite Mutanto slapping injunctions and recent arrests, actions 
continue to grow. 5 people openly pulled GE oilseed rape near 
Dundee. They were arrested and charged with aggravated trespass 
and malicious mischief, but charges were dropped after 50 hours, 
just before they were due in court. There have been conflicting 
reports as to whether the crop was GE. 

One Sunday a group of about ten local residents decided to go to 
church. But instead of attending a religious service they decided 
it might be more useful to dig up some Monsanto sugar beet at 
Church Farm, in Norfolk. It took place in broad daylight, though 
it’s still unclear if anybody other than them saw God! 

Potatoes with the inserted genes of chickens, jellyfish, sunflowers, 
viruses and bacteria to name but a few, were all too much for one 
group who decontaminated 20 of Leeds Uni’s GE plots. 

Their lookouts spotted hare shooters in a pick-up truck with a 
powerful spotlight, but they weren’t going to be caught in foe 
headlights, no siree. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The remains of Ac once-huge roads programme was slashed 
even farther in the Roads Review Only 37 schemes - including 
M25 widening and Bingley - are planned for the next 7 years, 
with over 1 00 scrapped, deferred, or given to local authorities to 
worry about 

Reclaim the Streets! The Film tells the story with words, 
images, music and lots of action. 80 minutes long, £6 unwaged, 
£8 waged, £10 well waged Cheques payable to: Agustin 
Gutierrez, 72 Castlewood Rd, London N16 6DH, and write if 
you want a film showing in your area. 
There’s “a kick-ass group In Minneapolis (USA, 
duh)... currently doing the Earth First! UK style campaign.. Road 
blockade.. Housing Occupation Don’t worry, we’re doin it up 
right We got american indian movement folx helping out too.” 
The US Earth First! Journal is looking for volunteers to come 
help edit for 6 week in Eugene, Oregon. If you’re interested, 
you’ll get $400, accomodation and? 

The Advisory Service for Squatters need volunteers, cash, 
and info. Ways to help: send your local squat group details in for 
file updating, start a new group; stock/promote the Squatter’s 
Handbook and Section 6 notices. 

Up to 4,000 people danced at Finland’s 4th RTS, with trees 
planted & a pro-Zapatista demo as part of tiie day. 

Rumours are the Newbury Bypass may open on 8 Nov. 

150 European activists at the Kola anti-nuclear camp, a 24- 
hour police watch, a banner hanging on the power plant’s admin 
building roof, and a blockade of the entrance. The anti-terrorist 
nuke plant guard have announced their plans to do violent raids 
on the camp and local government are starting to talk about 
developing wind power sources for the area 
The 2 remaining GAndALF defendants are still awaiting a 
date for trial, though the convictions of the3 who spent 5 months 
inside were quashed on appeal. 

Another global day of action has been proposed for Friday 
1 8.6.99 - a day of carnival, chaos, protest and action in financial 
centres, coinciding with the G8 meeting in Kbln, Germany. The 
goal is to strengthen our international networks from the Global 
RTS, and show that the global system, based on exploitation of 
people and planet, for profit for the few, is at the root of our 
troubles. Join the international discussion: 
<rtsdiscussion@gn.apc.org> 

Travelers beware -no, it’s not your drugs, but your propaganda 
Someone was refused holiday-visa entry at Heathrow when a 
search revealed anti-roads protesting literature, and a similar 
incident occurred at Australian customs. Send your ‘smash- 
the-state’ leaflets ahead 

Live Wild or Die# 7, POB 481, Tuscon, AZ 85702, USA. 
Mutant veg recently invaded Taunton Safeways, shouting 
“Resist us if you can!” Shopping trolleys were labelled with 
“Contaminated” stickers, but the mutant veg escaped before 
police arrived, with the chilling message - “We’ll be BACK" 
Defence plans are being formed 

Bristol-based video activists i -Contact Video Network welcome 
all those who want to promote the production of short films 
about campaigning issues - 0 1 1 7 9 1 4 0 1 88 
The OKasional squat cafe U opened recently by a canal in 
Manchester’s red light district a possession order was granted 
after about 3 weeks, though the judge termed the occupation 
“honourable and ecologically sensitive”. It’s reopened at an old 
pub at 111, Newton Street Eviction unlikely. Contact via MEF! 
Following Ecotopia in Freiburg, Germany, Europoean festival 
goers held a RTS with bandanged car victims, Death, and tripods, 
& built on their new ’carwalking’ skills. 

One of last month’s South Downs the Land is Ours Mass 
Trespasses ended at Glyndeboume Opera House, where 50 
crashed a lunch do. “The Dispossessed have returned" 

The GMO roadshow is a touring anti-GE event, to link up with 
any public meeting you organise in your area. Contact via the 
Earth Circus Network 

Around 120 people went to the hot WCA Gathering 
in Radstock Afterwards activists surrounded the Tor Works 
Quarry offices (due for expansion), then disrupted road 
construction at Dead Woman’s Bottom. 

A court decided a shopper who put a ‘Contaminated’ sticker 
on a packet of GE contaminated ‘Beanfeast’ was (eventually) 
found not guilty of intending to cause public alarm. 

Tarmac want to extend a quarry In Sherwood Forest A 
picnic and a Beat the Bulldozer pledge have happened 


PRISONERS 


Rose Browning (ME3630) HMP Eastwood Park, Falfield, 
Wotton under Edge, Gloucestershire GL1 2 8DB (6 months); 
Richard Dixon (BK721 8) HMP Horfield, Cambridge Road. 
Bristol BS7 8PF (12 months) - both for ‘conspiring’ to cut 
the railway line at Whatley Quarry & as a deterrent to others 
because eco-protest was becoming “so popular” 

Jens Light, HMP Greenock, Greenock PA16 9AH; Angle 
Zelter, Helen John, Hanna Jarvinen.Kitrl Silvonen , 
Krista van Vetzen, HMP Comton Vale, Comton Road, 
Stirling FK9 SNY (remanded till 22/29 September) for 
Trident Ploughshares 2000 

Ben Thompson (BV5705), c/o the Governor, HMP 
Bullingdon, PO Box 50, Bicester 0X6 OPR (3 months) for 
Hillgrove & on hunger strike till he gets vegan GM-free diet. 
Animal rights prisoners list from ALF SG; international & 
gj^jg^frgjn^jm^g^^^nTg^^Uberatio^risgne^^ 


In the last month there have been seven 
decontaminations (including one only partly). 
Actions have varied in style, with stealthy nocturnal 
raids, daylight decontaminations, and accountable 
snowball actions; the important thing is that the 
job is getting done. The biotech multinationals are 
finding that their scheme to turn our land into a 
giant laboratory will not be easy. Although 35 ex- 
sites is impressive, there’s still over 300 British test 
sites - loads left to do. Contact GEN on how to get 
involved, or for help on finding your local GE sites. 

BREWERY FIELDS 
FOREVER 

“How different the movement of a tree breathing 
the night air that rocks you to sleep, to vibrations 
of the leaves as the digger hits the roots. There is 
now a 30 foot channel carved through the wood- 
land and meadows, and 17 nicked activists. 
Breweiy Fields, a beautiful piece of common land 
in Bangor, unploughed for 40 years, a marvellous 
view of the sea prized by local residents and po- 
tential developers alike. When the bulldozers threat- 
ened to move in, and after 5 years of fighting plan- 
ning permission, we set up camp on the site of the 
development, but were tortured out of our lock- 
ons (we’re taking them to court). We then moved 
in to stop the access road. 25 acres would be set 
aside as a nature park, but they still intended fur- 
ther housing developments on the remaining 16. 

A deal was offered to avoid this last eviction - 
“come down and we’ll cause minimal damage”. 
While negotiations were going on, more used walk- 
ways to get up trees, before the deal was refused. 
Rope bridges were cut with unharnessed protest- 
ers on them; others were violently wrestled out of 
the trees. They tried to hack away at a tunnel with 
a shovel, only damaging the door, so blocking the 
occupant’s only exit. We held out for 22 hours. 
So we’ve won 25 acres but there may be more to 
do; outline planning permission originally granted 
40 years ago has recently been renewed, and the 
planning committee is a quango stuffed with po- 
tential developers. They may think again about 
developing now they know the local ’silly haircut, 
sit in a tree and shout’ brigade is still around. “ 

CAMP IT UP 

The Bingley Bypass Camp almost tatted down 
recently. The same people have been sustaining it 
for 2 years, and the road was recently given the 
official go-ahead. However, a few remain there for 
the next month, by which time it will be known 
when it’s likely to be built, and so when an eviction 
can be expected. £20 million’s already been spent 
on pre-works. Eviction possibly early next year. 
Good local support & skip, and a ground hut on 
stilts. The decision whether to de-camp will be 
taken on how many people can stay there long term, 
so get down there soon - ring mobile or Leeds EF! 

Cheltenham’s first protest camp, Toy town, has 
solid local support and a fantastic vibe on site, 
with momentum building - due partly to a ‘no 
drink, no drugs’ policy. “Just like Wyndham Hill 
in Yeovil a couple of years ago, the political will 
isn’t really there. If we can get rid of the profit 
motive, then Waitrose and their cronies will see 
sense and run.” Local people are angry because 
their children will lose the only playing field in 
the area. It’s also one of the last green spaces in 
the area, a riverside wildlife habitat, including bats, 
two potential brownfield housing sites, and the 
historic Alstone Spa. Instead, the council has 
given permission for two new roads, 1,500 car 
parking spaces, a supermarket, a drive through fast 
food restaurant, a 1 0 screen cinema shed, a petrol 
station, a nightclub, a bowling alley, a theme pub 
and a private health and fitness centre, all of which 
Cheltenham already has. After 2 years, the 
campaign to protect the area has moved into direct 
action, setting up camp and organising high-profile 
stunts to embarrass the council and the 
‘developers’. The camp has a compost toilet, 
covered kitchen, office and benders. Come and 
build more treehouses, help with activities for the 
young people who use the woodland as a play 
area, and build a permaculture garden. We need 
climbing equipment, polyprop, tarps, building 
wood, vegan food, TOYS! and money. Visit! 

Silver Birches Eco-Village in Epsom went to 
the High Court to be evicted, but the judge gave 
the 1 1 year old defendant a say of execution until 


the 1 October. Under UN & international child 
protection legislation, kids have the right to be heard, 
consulted and to participate in environmental decisions 
affecting their future. A local councillor didn’t like being 
told where to stick his Agenda 21, so he’s been 
threatening campers with violence as he pours on the 
abuse - “We can’t afford to evict you. Fuck off while 
you’ve still got time”. Petrol has been poured on a tent 
and set fire to, stones thrown, and the campaign desk 
was also smashed under cover of night; the council is 
believed to know something about these events. The 
camp’s been there for 4 or 5 months, occupying prime 
(stockbroker belt) development land, woods, & a house. 

Green Guard in Nantwich, has been stopping a 
housing development of 500 houses and a 4 mile dual 
carriageway for the last 6 weeks. Under threat are (rare) 
Black Poplars, an orchard and hedgerows up to 30 foot 
thick. The allotments next door have all been given 
notices to quit too. The camp boasts treehouses, tunnel, 
tower, and 97% local support. Local media are on side. 

In Hulme, the popular Poplar 24-hour guard wasn't 
quite, and so Manchester council started chopping the 
1 10 year old Birley Tree down before people stopped 
the chainsaws. The campaign went to court to be 
evicted, and negotiated an agreement not to fell the 
Black Poplar till a detailed planning application was put 
in for the hotel the council so desperately want for this 
inner-city area. This has followed meetings, petitions. 
Fun-days, a carnival float, and a procession to the Town 
Hall where severed branches blocked the entrance whilst 
demonstrators danced. 

At Ashton Court, preparation work is being done for 
the ‘translocation’ (trashing) of the wildflower meadow 
(surrounded by 7 foot high spiky fence), which is meant 
to start at the beginning of this month. It’ll take four 
months, but if delayed till January, they’ll then be too 
late to sUrt it till autumn ‘99. A second camp has been 
set up, the new ‘New Sate of Bulgaria’, where secret 
tunnel building has been happening over recent months. 
As we go to press, preparations for the weekend of 
action, party and workshops go on apace. 

In Bushey Park, a protest camp to stop a housing 
development has been set up, including developing 
Grade 2 listed buildings, and an old MoD torpedo shell 
testing dome. Campaigners instead want an education 
and environmenal centre, & with 3,000 supporters and 
much in donations, it looks good. The camp was moved 
off the development site in order to show goodwill for 
negotiations, with the original site now fenced off. 

Arthur’s Wood camp is still inact but underpopulated, 
with the court date looming. The National Trust are 
removing environmenalists (accused of “trampling on 
the ground”) from their land in order to allow 
Manchester Airport to trash it The issues at stake are: 
to highlight the National Trust selling off ‘inviolable’ 
land here and around the country (& getting a pay-offi); 
to focus attention again on Runway 2 & further delay 
it; and to challenge the AMEC/Tarmac joint venture 
that’s illegally destroying trees and hedgerows. 

Victory for the Derby Bass Rec protestors who have 
sarted coming down from the treetops following a 
council decision to change the road plans, saving the 
Recreation Ground and instead shaving away the verge. 
Fun days and a Planning for Real exercise were held. 

St Mary’s Churchyard campers in Southampton 
have disbanded the camp as the Church have scaled 
down their plans and gone back to the drawing board. 
It’ll be 6 months before they put in the planning 
application, and they’ll alk with campaigners at the end 
of this month. The camp had also been atracked one 
night by organised thugs not from the local area, who 
trashed tents, badly bruised someone's back and broke 
someone else’s finger. Locals are completely 
supportive, and the camp will set up again if needed. 

LMS Railway Station passengers in Oxford dropped 
a road down the front of the Sheldonian Theatre 
recently, a much better idea than trashing the trees in 
front of the sation, to build a six-lane road junction 
next to the University’s shiny new arms-funded 
Basiness School. In answer to the possession order 
recently granted, defendants have pulled their own 
strings - walkways, abseil lines and phone-trees. The 
camp is now a happy buzzing place preparing for an 
inventive, creative, foll-on fun-packed anarchic pisstake 
of an eviction... all we need is a drove more people! 
Come and join the world’s first city-centre heritage 
protest camp - we have a No Drugs + No Alcohol rule, 
snug treehouses, cargo-nets, barricades, lockons, 
bunkers, and the world’s first Sofa-Lock-On! 

Crystal Palace recently had their possession order, and 
so are preparing to defend the site. A womble defendant 
appeared in court, and the eviction is being appealed. 
To join the eviction phone tree, ring 0181 659 3301 . 


Any group that gets the EF! AU sent to them must come to the AU stall at the Gathering, or write to us if 
you’re not coming. Otherwise you’ll be taken off the conact list. We can alk about how many copies you 
want whether we want the AU to continue, and if we do, how to ensure it’s future survival and wide availability. 

IF YOU WANT TO INCLUDE A FLYER IN THE EF! AU. CONTACT US TO DISCUSS QUANTITY /DONATION. 

DISCLAIMER: THE EDITORS OF THE EF! AU DO NOT ENCOURAGE ILLEGAL ACTION. THE AU IS FOR INFO PURPOSES ONLY 


EVENTS 


SEPTEMBER 

12 Huntingdon Life Sciences Demo, meet 
noon, main gates - contact 01394 384 583 

9- 14 Earth First! National Gathering, 

Dorset, contact via Leeds EF! 

11-13 TLIO national gathering, Bristol, including 
allotment-linked land occupation, 0585 
132080 or office 

16- 20 Faith and Resistance Gathering II - 

contact0171 663 1000 

17- 19 Groundswell Forum, Sheffield, for housing 

activists, homeless survivors etc - 0171 
833 2071 

19 MAI-Day conference, London, 01268 

682820 (vs Mulitlateral Agreement on 
Investement/globalisation) 

19-20 Stop the Avon Ring Road, Reclaim the 
Country Equinox party (M32 J1 go east 
onto ring road, 4 roundabouts till end & 
there is party site) 

19-20 GenetiX Harvest Festival, Cambridge; 
affinity group preparation & action 
Contact genetiX snowball 

22-24 Close Copcx 2-day mass blockade, 

Wembley, London - contact Campaign 
Against the Arms Trade, 0 1 7 1 28 1 0297, 
<caat@gn.apc.org> 

24-28 Alternative Cornwall Convergence, 

Keveral Farm - Box Convergence, 
Breadline, Bread Street, Penzance, 01736 
810156 

26-Oct 3Abolition Days and Citizens Inspections - 

0171 7002393 for local action info 

30-1 Oct National Anti-Nukes Action, ‘Disgrace 
the Base! ’, meet 8pm 30th at Secular Hall, 
Humberstone Gate, Leicester, for 
briefings, food, sleep, transport next 
morning - details via Leeds EF! 
OCTOBER 

2- 1 5 Global days of action against GE - GEN 


CRITICAL MASS 


‘mass bike rides reclaiming space back from the car’ 

1st Saturday each month: Birmingham, Victoria 
Square, 12 noon, Hull, opposite train sation, Spm 
1st Monday: Newcastle, Monument, Gateshead, 6 
2nd Friday: W. London, Shepherds Bush Green, 6 
3rd Friday: Southampton, Bargate, 6pm 
4th Friday: Nottingham, Market Square, 5; 15pm 
last Friday: Manchester, St Peter’s Square, Spm, 
Edinburgh, the Mound, 5:30pm; Exeter, Paris St 
Cafe, by the bus stop, 5:15pm; London, Waterloo 
Bridge by NFT, 5pm; Sheffield, train sation, 5pm; 
Guildford, train sation, 5:15pm 
last Saturday: Glasgow, Byres Rd/Uni. Ave, 2pm 
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“Even the chickens are Zapatistas" Commandante Insurgente Marcos 



SHELL ACTIONS ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY 

The 10th of November was world anti-Shell day 
and as usual it saw actions on Shell stations and 
the like around the world. Shell is targeted for its 
well known ecological abuses across the globe 
and especially for its continued dealings with the 
Nigerian military state, a state which is 
responsible for the deaths of over 2000 Ogoni 
people since 1993 and for the continued 
oppression and exploitation of this people and 
their land. Oil is Nigeria’s biggest export by far 
and Shell must be brought to account for its 
continued propping up of the Nigerian regime. 

In the words of Oronto Douglas, founder of the 
CHICOCO movement in the Niger Delta ‘The 
multinationals, in collaboration with the military, 
have waged a vicious and relentless ecological 
war on our land’ 

The 10th of November is the date of the 
execution of nine Ogoni activists in 1995 and has 
become the focus for anti-Shell activities. The 
EF1AU was informed of the following U.K actions: 

• Jarrow, South Tyneside. The ‘giant’ Shell 
depot was blocked off for 2 hours when activists 
chained its gates shut. No arrests. 

• Nottingham. Around 40 activists blockaded a 
service station. The electricity for the pumps was 
switched, and locked, off. The station was 
completely closed for most of the day. No arrests 
despite the presence of 3 police vehicles and a 
helicopter. 

• Norwich. A scaffold pole tripod was erected 
to blockade a distribution depot. Two stations 
were also picketed. No arrests. 

• Leeds. A station forecourt was occupied for 
the whole day by about 40 activists bringing trade 
to a virtual stop. No arrests. 

• Brighton 25 people blockaded a service 
station, wrapped the pumps in sellotape, 
padlocked the off switch on the service station 
wall and were amused when police were still 
puzzling how to turn them on again an hour after 
everyone had left! 

• Manchester. A service station was closed off 
for the morning and its forecourt decorated with 
fake blood. 8 vans of police turned up and 
arrested one person who was later released 
without charge 


NEWBURY BYPASS OPEN 

After a 3 year campaign of resistance the 
Newbury Bypass opened in the early hours of the 
12th of November while activists slept soundly in 
their beds. A handful of people who managed to 
get to nearby Chively services was the only 
protest Newbury saw that night. 

The campaign against the Newbury Bypass was 
the largest of its type in Britain to date. It saw the 
arrests of over 1000 people, the eviction of over 
30 camps, the mobilisation of thousands of police 
and security guards and the destruction of 
countless pieces of machinery. All in all it is 
believed to have added well over £20 million to 
the cost of the road. 

Later in the same day South Downs EF! 
launched a revenge attack on Mott McDonald, the 
civil engineering company which designed the 
bypass. At 1.30pm, exactly 12 hours after the 
bypass had been opened, a group of 25 people 
occupied their offices in Brighton. Mott 
McDonald are also responsible for other socially 
and ecologically dodgy schemes. For example, the 
designing of ‘civillian’ airstrips in Iraq, power 


stations for the Suharto regime in Indonesia, and 
the M3 through Twyford Down. 

During the occupation 500 leaflets were given 
out in the surrounding area, explaining what was 
happening and why. Leaflets were also 
distributed to office workers stating that ‘we all 
hate the boss’. 

By the time police arrived most people had 
barricaded themselves inside the finance office 
and were busy re-organising the filing system. 
Rumours also suggest that a number of computer 
hard drives had been erased. No arrests. 

• The third anniversary of the Newbury evictions 
starting will see another reunion - see diary inside 

The Action Update is a monthly roundup 
of ecological direct action news and forth- 
coming events in Britain. 

Feature articles inside: 

Masking up - why do it? 

Greenfield Housing - Campaign Briefing 
June 18th - Keep this Date Free! 


IPs WINTER GATHERING - 29th - St st January 1999 


The first EF! winter gathering will focus on strategy and structures for the movement. Where are we going and how do we get there? 
If you’re in an EF! group, try to make sure that at least 2 people attend. 

More details in back page article, or from Notts EF!, 182 Mansfield Road, Nottingham NG1 3HW 0115 958 5666. 


(g) oti-copyright - Photocopy and distribute 





Nwf It) Brief 


♦ Let the test sites burn! Farmers in Karnataka, 
India, on finding that there were genetic test 
sites in the state, have pledged to burn them. 
Also the first test site since 1987 was destroyed 
in the USA, an encouraging sign that GE 
resistance is taking off in the country where it 
all comes from. The burning of Indian test sites 
has now commenced - see front page. 

♦ Paul Rogers and Robin Webb, the 2 
remaining defendants in the GANDALF trial, 
have now had their charges dropped. 

♦ Also, Noel Molland, another of the 
GANDALF defendants, has pointed out to the 
EFIAU that neither he nor his co-defendants 
had anything to do with the ‘GANDALF 
defendants campaign’ leaflet, distributed with 
some copies of issue 53. (whoops - sorry!) He 
also wants to publicly deny allegations that he 
grassed up Paul Rogers. 

♦ A branch of Midland Bank in Leeds had a 
window smashed, and it’s cash machine and 
locks sealed with liquid metal. ‘Smash 
Capitalism’ was emblazoned upon it’s wall. 
Butchers’ shops and a Safeway supermarket 
suffered similar attacks. 

♦ On November the 25th the Trident nuclear 
convoy was stopped twice in one day near 
Newcastle and then as it approached Faslane. 

It was successfully halted for half an hour on 
each, occasion with a total of 1 1 arrests. Six of 
those arrested have now been released without 
charge. 

♦ An internal Monsanto document has been 
leaked which states that public support for 
Genetic Engineering has ‘nose dived’. 

Monsanto are now facing 'crisis managment’. 

Ha ha! 

♦ On November 28th, to celebrate no shop day 
a crack team of disgruntled Santas (the 
Christmas Liberation Front) took action to rid 
Manchester of consumerist hype. The winter 
hardened team clad in green and white, burst 
into half a dozen shops in the city centre and 
stole their Christmas decorations for quite 
blatantly being up far too early! More Info: 
Enough 0161 226 6668 

♦ No New Deal! Between 30 and 50 offices of 
Reed Employment were flyposted at the end of 
October. Reed is an employment agency 
making money out of the government’s New 
Deal scheme and have become the subject of 
an ongoing campaign. They have taken a 
contract in the Hackney and City areas of 
London to administer the scheme, which 
pushes young people into shitty jobs and 
training they don’t want, but they have offices 
all over the country 

Haringey Solidarity Group are co-ordinating the 
campaign: PO Box 2474 London N8 
0181 3745027 hsg@clara.net 

♦ The Advisory Service for Squatters would 
like to announce that their website will be up 
and running form mid-December: 
www.squat.freeserve.co.uk 


BNRR UPDATE 

On Wednesday 25th November 375 security 
guards, police and bailiffs surrounded the protest 
squats on the route of the Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road, Britain's first private toll motorway, 
announced to the world that the eviction had 
begun, then erected a new fenced enclosure next 
to the Moneymore squats. 

Two days later the bailiffs disappeared, leaving 
only security guards. Activists are being allowed 
in and out of the buildings, but building materials 
and media are banned. For a while, over-zealous 
security tried to restrict supplies of food onto the 
site, but gave in on this when a group of sympathetic 
local people staged a cake-bringing protest! 

Numbers on site have been swelled by the 
publicity, with activists from the Crystal Palace 
and Faslane camps turning up in support. 

Also, the land which the nearby Greenwood 
camp is being built on is believed to have been 
recently compulsorily purchased by the Highways 
Agency. This may mean that it could be evicted 
without first being taken to court to secure a 
repossession order - see November issue of 


EFIAU. 

Site mobiles: 07970 301978/ 932224 



On the roof of a defended building at Birmingham. 


WORK STARTS ON AVON 
RING ROAD 

Site clearance has now started on the proposed 
route of the Avon Ring Road. Contracts have 
been signed for the next three months. This road, 
if built, will become Bristol’s M25 and the 
largest Local Authority Road scheme in the 
country. The latest section, Stage 11,. is set to 
destroy a disused railway line, a swathe of Siston 
Common, and will be built on top of the Bristol 
& Bath Railway cycle path. A permanent camp 
has now been established and actions have 
started in resistance to this tarmac monster. Fresh 
campaigners and activists are needed for the first 
anti-road site with its own cycle path! 

Contact Kebele Cafe, 01 17 939 9469 

ARTHUR’S WOOD APPEAL 

The residents of Arthur’s Wood protest camp 
are now in court appealing against the eviction 
order by Manchester Airport. Legal aid for the 
appeal has been refused. It has been put in on the 
grounds that the airport has no full title to the 
land and so no right to order evictions. The title 
to the land lies with the National Trust who are 
by law required to resist all encroachment on the 
land’s security and health but instead have 
granted the airport a license to use it. It would 
obviously be a great embarrassment to them if 
they as the legal owners would have to evict the 
very people who defend the land they arc meant 
to look after. 

Currently there are only a few people on site 
and with hundreds of trees due to be "reduced in 
height", to "aid visibility" for aircraft landing on 
the new 2nd runway, new residents or visitors, 
would be much appreciated. 

Info and Directions from 01565 873551 

OFF THE RAILS IN 
OXFORD 


BNRR SOLIDARITY 
SABOTAGE 

The EFIAU has received a communique from 
‘Yorkshire ELF’ stating that early on the 28th 
November activists trashed an earth-mover and 
two diggers on the new A1 - Ml link road, 
between York & Wakefield. The DBFO road is 
being built by Kvaerner (who own Balfour Beatty 
& BICC). Kvaerner & Autostrada are the firms 
behind the Connect consortium, who are trying to 
build the ‘New M6’ north of Birmingham. 

Crowbars were used to force locked engines 
and cabs open, cables cut, engines sabotaged and 
graffiti sprayed. Damage is estimated in the 
£1000’s and increased security and overtime have 
been caused. More importantly, solidarity has 
been shown, as the perpetrators explain: 
‘Although we cannot be at the BNRR protest site, 
we are still throwing spanners in the works. More 
people need to take solidarity direct action’. 

SILVER BIRCHES CAMP 

The site in Epsom, Surrey, is still going with 
tree houses, tunnels and people to defend them. 
More people are welcome, though. Public support 
seems to be rising and evidence is being gathered 
against the council for corruption. 

Local contact 041 1 306330 


Recently Railtrack began work piling up ballast 
mountains at their new ‘virtual quarry’ (storage 
depot), in New Hinskey, South Oxford. John 
Prescott has still not decided whether to grant an 
Article 4 Direction, which would mean that 
Railtrack would be brought under council 
planning laws. As a decision could not be 
retrospective, Railtrack made sure they went 
ahead and started the quarry as fast as possible. 

Local residents have shown that they value the 
natural environment of South Oxford by 
preparing a Community Nature Plan (August 
1998) with the support of the City Council. 

Recent surveys recorded 54 species of birds 
around Hinskey Lake, and 42 species around the 
allotments, both next to the Quarry site. 

Local residents, furious about the development, 
bringing noise, pollution, and water run-off that 
may be toxic, have taken to direct action. On the 
2nd day of work the gates were pad-locked shut, 
the one digger on site was trashed and the railway 
points were locked shut, preventing deliveries. 

On 7th November, 130 people, most of whom 
have never done direct action took over the site, 
spelling the message ‘STOP THE QUARRY’ in 
10ft high letters. Others have been to Railtrack’s 
boss’s house. As one said: ‘he has made his 
presence felt in my life, so I will make my 
presence felt in his’! 

Further info on the web: www.oxquarry.co.uk 


Masking up - Why? When? How? 


At the Newbury Reunion Rampage in 97, two people leant against the wreck of a 
dumper-truck, cheerfully watching a digger burn. One (who’d clearly come prepared) was 
wearing an all-over stripy tiger suit. The other (who clearly hadn’t) had removed her 
second layer of stockings and pulled them over her head. That is precisely the kind of 
scenario that springs to mind when you think of a good time to be masked up. It has 
obvious associations with criminal damage and large things being on fire. However, these 
associations mean that many people dismiss masking up as intimidating and counter- 
productive in other situations. Some feel it is never appropriate (except perhaps among 
consenting activists in their own homes while watching Land and Freedom!). Some feel 
that masking up is sometimes necessary but worry about the implications or are unsure 
about the issues surrounding it. 

So is masking up a necessary and desirable tactic? Absolutely, and it is naive not 
to be aware of this. The surveillance directed against dissidents by the State is real. 
Masking up or otherwise disguising yourself is not about intimidation. It is about 
remaining safe while breaching bail restrictions. It is about not being trapped by warrants 
that you may be able to pay your way out of eventually but not before a particular action 
that you wish to be part of. It is about jail terms that you’re planning to serve only after 
you’ve made arrangements for your kids. It is about avoiding civil injunctions that may 
make you liable to thousands of pounds in costs or several months in a cell. It is about the 
plain clothes copper by your side, the CC TV camera on your road and the footage being shot from the helicopter overhead. It is 
about getting away with it. Need any more convincing? 

♦ Different methods of masking up will suit different occasions: 

♦ On a large action wear lots of black, or at least clothes that don’t stand out, in order to blend in with as many people as 
possible. A black hood, shades and a black T-shirt sleeve over your face is a popular and effective option.(the Hillgrove Cat 
Farm campaign has had people doing this in order to enable them to attend regular repeat actions with less follow-up risk) 
Masking up like this can be counter productive in the wrong situations. Don’t do it on , for example, a fluffy student demo. 

♦ In some situations you may be worried more about being instantly recognised than about avoiding video identification. Face 
paints (half black, half white is best), hoods, and frequently changed, distinctive clothes are useful to make yourself look 
different. 



This young lady would stand out in a crowd, 
due to her distinctive haircut and jewellery... 


♦ Go for looking silly rather than scary if you expect to be interacting with real 
people, rather than coppers, such as in an office occupation. In that context the 
Superheroes against Genetix were funny but got away with wearing eye masks 

♦ If someone (not a copper) seems truly intimidated by your being disguised, explain 
in calm and friendly tones your reasons for being so. 

♦ Even if you plan to be the most well-behaved person ever, mask up to protect those 
who are currently running more risks than you in attending the same event. If 
everybody masks up then those intending to be ‘full on’ are not immediately 
identified as targets by the police.Masking up is not only about looking after yourself 
but about looking after each other. 

♦ Be imaginative - balaclavas are old hat. Start instead with your basic hooded top, 
then add T-shirt sleeves or army headovers, or cardboard party masks, or green-and- 
black kerchiefs lovingly hand-crafted by indigenous Brighton activists on their 
mums’ sewing-machines 



...however, with the addition of a simple mask and 
hood, she can go about her business, unrecognised 
by Big Brother's meddlesome gaze. 




CAMPAIGN BRIEFING - GREENFIELD HOUSING 


So, we may have won the fight against the roads 
programme. But do we now we sit back and watch as 1000 
square miles of British countryside are covered in concrete 
because... 

THE WRONG HOUSES ARE BEING BUILT IN THE 
WRONG PLACES! 

Thanks to the House Builders' Federation (HBF) and New 
Labour's obsession with creating jobs in the construction 
industry, developers could have shoved up nearly 5 million 
new homes by 2016, based on spurious household 
projections that seem to 
crystallise Thatcherite values 
of individualism. Lobbyists 
have conned the government 
into thinking that the only 
way to deal with a national 
housing crisis is by building 
new houses - despite the fact 
that thousands of homes 
stand empty. Arid so the 
government has foisted n. 
quotas of'riew houses onto local councils, effectively forcing 
thern, to give permission to new sche mes.tTi at" i n va ri a b I y 
local people don't wanfrv 

Ther$ is a presumption that there jwill be. l a-'Trickle.down" 
in the housing. rpacket to homelOss^people, -despite the fact 
that ri£h*people buy houses as financial investments not to 
live in and that most people will never afford a mortgage. 
This is one : of the sickest symptoms of capitalism in this . 
country. r housing is treated not as a basic deed^ k but&^C. 
commcfditVrA genuine desire by government to. ^dress. the 
housing crisis would lead to changes ^ ; 
example on.social housing and rents,-'; 



affecting their local countryside can be when the bulldozers 
move onto the site - and by then it is too late to make a 
difference." (!) Tell that to the residents of the village of 
Sandy Lane near Bradford who have managed to stuff 
Bryant Homes by moving their caravans onto the site, 
hooking up with Bingley road protestors to jump on 
bulldozers, and putting up posters in their windows warning 
off potential buyers of the Bryant greenfield houses. 

Campaigners in Hertfordshire are up against Persimmon 
Homes, who want to build 10 000 houses on greenbelt land 
to the west of Stevenage. While groups from the huge 
CASE (Campaign Against Stevenage Expansion) coalition 
are still arguing through the 
planning system, some of 
them are already organising a 
"beat the bulldozer" pledge: 
to add your name contact 
CASE c/o Dyes Farm, 
Langley, Hertfordshire, 

SG4 4PQ. The strength of the 
situation is that by working 
together we can build 
alliances with disgruntled local 
people all over the country... •, 


INFORMATION FOR ACTION 




HOMES FOR NEED NOT GREED 




Typically the proposeehhouses are unaffordablp-to all but 
executive types, built without consideration of local 
infrastructure or ecological footprinting, not bui|t to 
"Lifetime Homes Standard" and often come on the back of 
road schemes. It's cheaper for developers tg.build on 
greenfield sites than to renovate derelictdrban peas. 
Brownfield sites suitable for housing are b^ngpvyasted with 
temples to consumerism such as the Millennium Dome. 

Local opposition to housing developments has been 
dismissed as "NIMBYism" or, in the words of one of the top 
housebuilders, Bryant Homes, "unreasonable obstructions". 
Housebuilders such as Beazer and Wimpey have even been 
asking for the government to abolish the planning system. 
Apparently we should trust them to "self-regulate". Yet 
planning regulations still penalise sustainable low-impact 
developments. The "lost village" of Brithdir Mawr in Wales 
has recently been discovered after having to camouflage 
itself from planning officials for years, and anyone who's 
tried to put up a straw bale house will tell you how difficult 
it is to get planning permission. 

Groups campaigning against the government housing 
allocations in their area are forming super-coalitions and 
starting to hook up with those with direct action skills. Posh 
conservationists the CPRE recently published a helpful free 
booklet on how the planning system works (kindly 
sponsored by Esso, oh dear, and available by sending an A5 
sae to CPRE Publications, Warwick House, 25 
Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W OPP) while 
issuing a reminder that "the first local people know of plans 


^ ^ V J£RbL 

Check the local press - there's bound to be an unpopular- . 
housing development near you. If 'possible 'find put w bo tfie 
company behjnd it is and do-sdme research, on thejiu 
(contact Corporate Watch for details of how). Most 
housebuilders have regional - offic£s~*\an action, at, on or ln»Y 
one- of. these hubs : ofxor^rate'po wer'may-help remind the,:'. 
^bCfllders pf the perils of ignoring local opinion. 

.You can also find out about. campaigns in your area by 
contacting: URGENT, Box HN^ ill Magdalen Road 
Oxford 0SC4 1-RQ.Tel. 07000 785202_ -oT.. 

info@urgent.org.uk http://www.urgent.org.uk . 
Protest groups are springing up all over the country which 
would benefit ffdm input from hardened activists with a. 
variety of tactics up their sleeves. URGENT (which stands 
for Urban Regeneration and Greenfield Environment * ^ 
NeTwork - you come up with a better ‘Inclusive acronym!) 
was set up earlier this year to bring together everybody 
concerned with this issue to share info/mation and 
campaigning skills. To officially support the network and 
receive the newsletter and e-mail updates, preferably send 
a cheque for £10 (£5 for individuals) payable to "URGENT" 
to the.address above. Or please help‘ URGENT out with 
offers of office equipment / your-articles / donations / 
newspaper clippings. % * 

WHAT’S THE ALTERNATIVE? 

How are we to house ourselves sustainably? Ideas abound 
within the grassroots movement with solutions ranging from 
squats to yurts, housing co-ops to boats, self-build to 
strawbale homes. So the construction industry can sod off - 
give us the land and the powers and we'll house ourselves 
quite nicely thank you. 

Groundswell seem to be quite sorted for ideas: get in 
touch with them at the National Homeless Alliance 5-15 
Cromer Street WC1H 8LS Telephone 0171 833 2071 
Fax 0171 278 6685 
email groundswell@home-all.org.uk 

Other useful contacts are The Land Is Ours, the British 
land rights campaign network, and the Advisory Service 
for Squatters - see contacts list. 


JUNE 18 1899: 


When the G8 gather in Koln, Germany, to forward the military march of global capitalism, we too - the people of the planet - will be 
gathering in resistance, liberating our desires in financial centres across the globe. 


RESISTANCE WILL BE AS GLOBAL AS CAPITAL. 


Across the planet, across the various and diverse movements lor social change, we have come to recognise that while our oppressions 
are different, we are not isolated in our struggles. Our enemy is not one transnational, one individual, one group, one government. Our 
struggle is more than sympathetic to other movements, it is interrelated. It is global capitalism that is the root of our social and 
ecological sufferings, and it is global resistance that is our strength. 

While June 18th is about acting in unity for the realisation of our common aims, it does not mean uniformity of tactics. This action 
requires the full participation of individuals and groups to organise autonomous actions co-inciding across the globe. Groups in the 
UK are already conspiring to occupy and transform the City of London, using their experience and tactics of their choice to create 
ultimate effect. From mass actions to small affinity groups, the City will be alive with wanton delight as we take our pleasures in that 
which excites us most against that which we despise the most. 

What might happen.... 

O The timetable for the day is under discussion and will continue to develop as more individuals and groups come together to 
share their ideas and enthusiasms. June 18th will encompass a wide range of activities: office occupations, giving out free 
food, street performance, leafieting, pickets, sabotage, and more more more. This is not ‘Global Street Party 2’ it is a number of 
actions, organised by a multitude of people . And everyone can do something - a few friends with a banner, an individual with 
spraypaint or superglue and a group trashing corporate property are all equally desirable. As as well as the autonomous smaller 
actions there will also be mass actions to be involved in. 

To date.... 

Through monthly meetings with activists from different groups, networking has begun. Information has already been distributed 
widely. 20,000 leaflets have been produced and distributed. Talks, discussions and workshops have been undertaken by individuals 
from the London meetings everywhere from Anarchist groups to student conferences. A number of groups whether from within the 
direct action movement and from mainstream organisations, are already discussing the ways and means to participate in this action 

Outside of our island networking has been equally intense. The proposal for action has been translated into a number of languages, 
and correspondence is underway with; amongst others; indigenous Colombian groups, international hacktivists, Radical French 
unemployed groups, the anti-MAI network, and activists in Bombay, Sydney, Tel Aviv, New York and Prague. It also coincides with 
a tour of Indian farmers/activists in Europe in resistance against the WTO and transnationals. 

To do.... 

O Distribute leaflets, write your own or get those already produced from RTS or London Greenpeace. 

O Make stickers ! and stick them where you like. 

Q Write articles in zines, newsletters, rags and papers plugging June 18 and explaining why your group is involved. 

Q Join the email discussion list - < J1 8Discussion@gn.apc.org>. Subscribe by emailing <listproc@gn.apc.org >with 
“subscribe june 18 your name” in subject box. and PARTICIPATE in it. 

O Organise meetings and invite all potentially interested parties in your area to discuss, debate and network ideas and 
realities. 

O Start dreaming up outrageous and possible ideas in an affinity group or as part of a larger network. Pick an issue. Pick a 
target. Plot an action. 

Dates before June.... 

Prepare for J18 discussions at the Earth First! Winter gathering in January. 

Come and share your ideas and participate in workshops at the open meeting in London in February. 

Plan an info week in your area for the last week of May - last minute inspiration for June 18th ! 

CONTACT RTS 0171 2814621 rts@gn.apc.org 

LONDON GREENPEACE 0 1 7 1 7 1 3 1 269 


LET’S GET READY TO RUMBLE. 








EF! CONTACTS DECEMBER ‘98 


Arun Valley EF! 
c/o 1 York Road, 
Littlehampton, W. 
Sussex 
01903 721615 

anref! @ ia±afUl.ctemcnmU< 


Manchester EF! 

Dept 29, 1 Newton 
Street, Manchester Ml 
1HW.0161 2266814 

rnanoef®atoca±sdcbahetoaLi( 


Bath EF! 

c/o PO Box 426, Bath, 
Somerset BA12ZD 

01249 713742 

Blackburn EF! 

12 Balmoral Road, 
Darwen, Lancashire 

BB3 2EW 

01254 777079 

Bristol EF! 

c/o Box 51 , Greenleal 
Bookshop, 82 Colston 

St, Bristol BS1 5BB 

0117 939 3093 

Cambridge EF! 

BoxE , 12 Mill Road, 
Cambridqe 

Cardiff EF! 
c/o Green Group, 
Glamorgan Uni SU, 
Pontypridd, Mid- 
Glamorqan CF37 1DL 

Cheltenham EF! 

16 Portland Street 
Cheltenham 

Gloucs. GL52 2PB 
chelt ef@yahoo.com 

Exeter Env. Network 

PO Box 185, Exeter EX4 
4EW 

Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South Street, St. 
Andrews, Fife KYI 6 9Q 
01334 477411 

The Flat Oak Society 
c/o 3 St Alphege Lane, 
Canterbury, Kent CT1 
2EB.01227 463368 

Glasgow EF! 

PO Box 180, Glasgow 

G4 9AB 

Guildford EF! 

PO Box 217, Guildford 

GUI 1WS 

fax 01483 203212 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1 

T revelyan T errace, 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 
1AX. 01248 355821 
afu01b@banqor.ac.uk 

Hereford EF! 

Wern Derys, 
Michaelchurch Escley, 
Hereford HR2 0JZ 

01981 510659 

Hull On Earth 
c/o PO Box 43, 

Hull HU1 1AA 

LEAF 

BoxZ, 13 Biddulph St, 
Leicester LE2 1BH 

0116 255 3223 

Leeds EF! 
c/o Cornerstone 
Resource Centre, 16 
Sholebroke Avenue, 
Leeds LS7 3HB 

0113 262 9365 
comerstone@gn.apc.orq 


Mid-Somerset EF! 

PO Box 23, 5 High St, 
Glastonbury, Somerset 
BA6 9PU 


Liverpool EF! 

96 Bold Street, Liverpool 
LI 


Lune EF! 
c/o Bookcellar, 9 
Meeting House Lane, 
Lancaster LAI 1TJ. 


York EF! 

c/o York LEAF, 

PO Box 323, York 


Y Ddeilen Werdd/The 
Green Leaf 
c/oG&MERct 


Green Anarchist Network 
BCM 1715, London 
WC1N3XX 


Norfolk EF! r 

The Greenhouse, 42-46 i 
Bethel Street, Norwich I 
NR2 1NR i 

Nottingham EF! 
c/o The Rainbow Centre, 
182 Mansfield Road, 1 

Nottingham NG1 3HW 
0115 958 5666 

Oldham EF! 

PO Box 127 

Oldham OL4 3FE 

0161 6210355 

Oxford EF! 

Box E , 1 1 1 Magdalen 
Road, Oxford OX4 1 RQ 

Pendle EF! 

Klondike Central 

Prospect Farm, Leaches 
Road, Colne, Lancs, BB8 
8ET 01282 870 919 

Reclaim the Streets 

PO Box 9656, London 

N4 4JY. 0171 281 4621 
rts@gn.apc.org 

Reclaim the Valleys 
c/o Swansea 

Environment Centre, 

Pier Street, Swansea 

SA1 1 RY 

Reading Roadbusters 
R.I.S. Centre, 35-39 
London Street, Reading, 
Berkshire 

0118 954 6430 
roadbuste rs @ cla ra . net 

Sheffield EF! 
c/o SheFIN, 54 
Upperthorpe Rd, 

Sheffield, S63EB. 

0114 263 4494 

Southampton EF! 

SUSU Pigeonholes, 
Southampton University, 
University Road, 
Southampton 
eco@soton.ac.uk 

South Devon EF! 
Birdwood House, 44 

High Street, Totnes, 
Devon. 01626 363844 

South Downs EF! 

PO Box 2971 , Brighton 
BN2 2TT 

savage@easynet.co.uk 

Swansea People EF! 
c/o Green Action, 
Swansea Uni SU, 
Swansea, Wales 

TAPP (Tyneside Action 
for People & Planet) 

PO Box ITA, 

Newcastle Upon Tyne 

NE1 ITA 

tapp@newcastle54. 

freeserve.co.uk 

Warwick EF! 
c/o Green Society, 
Warwick Uni SU, 

Coventry CV4 7AL 
suuad@csv.warwick.ac.uk 

Wolves Eco Action 
c/o Wolves Hunt Sabs, 
Wolves Uni SU, 

Wulfruna Street, 
Wolverhampton 


EF! SUPPORT 

JimK@undeb.bangor.ac.uk || 

GROUPS 

OTHER 

Acme Tat Supplies 

iproiesr-iai ai cost) 
c/o Leeds EF! 

Advisory Service for | 

Squatters j 

2, St Pauls Road, 

London N12QN , 

0171 359 8814 

Corporate Watch 
(as for Oxford EF!) 

01865 791391 

maI@ocrpa«Ewat+iw^miJ< 

Spirit of Freedom 
(Earth Lib. Prisoners) 
c/o BM HEAL, London 
WC1N3XX 

earthSbprisoner@hcXnBil.com 

ALF Supporters Group , 
BCM Box 1160, London 
WC1N3XX 

1 003021 61 6 ©com pu 1 
serve.com 

Head State Support 

Group 

72 Park Road, Worthing 
BN1 1 2AN 

Anarchist Black Cross , 
c/o PO Box 446, 

Sheffield SI 1NY 

Anarchist-Primitivist 

Network 

PO Box 252, 

Rickmansworth, ' 

Hertfordshire WD3 3AY * 

PROPAGANDA 

Act Locally! 
c/o TAPP 

Aufheben 

c/o POB 2971, Brighton, 
BN2 2TT, UK. 

Anti-Fascist Action , 

BM Box 1734, London 
WC1N 3XX 

Black Flag 

BM Hurricane, London 
WC1N3XX 

Anti-Quarry Action | 

(AQUA) i 

Kimberly Mill Park, 

Ki ng's Steignton TQ 1 2 
3NR 

01626 363844 

Counter Information 
c/o T ransmission, 28 

King Street, Glasgow G1 
5QP 

Campaign Legal Group i 
(self-training) 

43 Swan Meadow Road, 
Poolstock, Wigan WN3 
5BJ.01942 513792 

Do or Die 

c/o South Downs EF! 

DELTA 
c/o LEAF 

EF! Action Update 
c/o Leeds EF! 
ac1ionupdate@gn.apc.orq 

Disabled Action Network 

3 Crawley Road, Wood 
Green, London N22 6AN 
0181 8891361 

Genetix Update 
c/o GEN 

Earth Circus Network 

PRPATF rnntrc 

Greenline 

PO Box 5. 

Lostwithiel, Cornwall, 

PL22 OYT, 

0870 733 4970 

ontiM i c oenire, 

Smeaton Road, Bristol 

BS1 6XN. 0117 9250505 

EarthRights 
(env. law & right to 
protest advice) 

Law Centre Federation, 
Duchess House, 18-19 
Warren Street, London 
W1P5DB. 

07071 225011 
earthriqhts@gn.apc.org 

Live Wild or Die 

POB 204, 2425B 
Channing Way, Berkley, 
CA 94704, USA 

FINs - lor a full list of Free 
Information Networks (& 
more), send SAE to 

London FIN c/o 99, 
Torriano Avenue, 

London NW5 2RX 

Environmental . 
Ploughshares 
(affinity group-based 
NVDA) 

Box W, 111 Magdalen 
Road, Oxford 0X4 IRQ 

Peace News 

5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 9DY 

Forest Action Network 
(as for Norfolk EF!) 

01603 611953 
fanuk@envirolink.org 

The Porkbolter 

PO Box 4144, Worthing 
BN 14 

Schnews 

PO Box 2600, Brighton, 

E. Sussex BN2 2DX 
01273 685913 

Gandalf Support 
Campaign 

c/o London Greenpeace, 
Panther House, 38 

Mount Pleasant, London 

WC1XOAP 

lqp@envirolink.org 

Smash Hits 

BM Box 5538, London, 
WC1N3XX 

Genetic Engineering 
Network (GEN) 

(as for RTS) 

0181 374 9516 
genetics@qn.apc.org 

Squall 

0171 561 1204 
eds@squall.co.uk 

Undercurrents 

16b Cherwell Street, 
Oxford OX 4 1BG 

01865 203661 
underc@qn.apc.org 

genetiX snowball 
(open crop removal) 

One World Centre, 6 
Mount Street, 

Manchester M2 5NS 
0161-834 0295 
ganetbsncMtei@aangenetcQik 

West Country Activist 
c/o PO Box 478, Taunton 
TA2 7YR 
wca@conk.com 


Hunt Saboteurs 
Association 

PO Box 2786, Brighton 
BN2 2AX 

01273 622827 
hsa@gn.apc.org 

Friends of MOVE 

PO Box 14129, London 
W12 8GR 

The Land is Ours 
(as for Oxford EF!) 

01865 722016 

Legal Defence & 
Monitoring Group 

BM Haven, London 
WC1N3XX 

0181 5337116 

Making Waves 
(boats/training) 

PO Box 1377, Sheffield 
S36 4BZ 01226 762359 
pp3mo@aol.com 

London GreenPeace & 
McLibel Support 
Campaign 

5 Caledonian Road, 
London N1 9DX 

0171 713 1269 
info@mcspotliqht.orq 

No Opencast 

1 90 Shepherds Bush 
Road, London W6 7NL 
0171 603 1831 

Save the Hillgrove Cats 
Box CB, 1 1 1 Magdelen 
Rd, Oxford 

0121 632 6460 

Subvertise! 
c/o Box E 

1 1 1 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 

0X4 IRQ 

subs @vemify.i-way.co.uk 

Third Battle of Newbury 
PO Box 5642, Newbury, 
RG14 5WG 

07000 785 201 
thridbattle@hotmail.com 

Trident Ploughshares 
2000 

(anti-nuke direct 
disarmament) 

(as for Norfolk EF!) 

01603 611953 
reforest@gn.apc.org 

URGENT 
(greenbelt housing 
network) 

BoxHN, 111 Magdalen 
Road, Oxford 0X4 1 RQ 
01865 721366 
info@urgent.org.uk 

CAMPS AND 
SITES 

Aldermaston Women’s 
Peace Camp (alt w/ 
ends) 

33 Heron Road, Bristol 
BS5 OLT 

0117 939 3746/01703 
554434 

Arthur's Wood 

Behind Moat House, 
Atrincham Road, 
Cheshire. 07775-602954 

01565 873 551 


Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road Campaign 
Greenwood Protest Site, 
London Road, Canwell, 
Sutton Coldfield, 

W. Midlands 

07970 301978/932224 


INTERNATIONAL 


Crystal Palace 
(development) 

Big Willow Ecovillage, 
Palace Parade, London 
SE19. 0181 761 7826 

Faslane Peace Camp 
Shandon, Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire, 

Scotland G84 8HT 

01436 820901 

Menwith Womens' 

Peace Camp (spybase) 
A59 Kettlesing Head 
Lay-By, Nr Harrogate, 
N.Yorkshire HG3 2RA 
01943 468593 

Friends of Lyminge 

Forest 

c/o 3 Abbott Rd, 
Folkstone, Kent, CT20 
1NG 01303 257046/265 
737/0468945595 
merlin@envirolink.org 

Toytown 

The Old Village, Great 
Western Rd, 

Cheltenham, Worcs, 
GL50 3QN 0797 
1316597/01242 525280 
toytown @ stones.com 

Sellafield Women’s 
Peace Camp (bimonthly) 
Peace House, 5 New 
Road, Littleborough, 
Lancashire OL15 

0141 2265066/0113 
2621534 

Silver Birches Camp 

9 The Parade, Epsom, 
Surrey. 0411 306330 

Swindon site, 
c/o 49 Holbein Road, 
Swindon SN5 6DN 

01793 783040 

AUTONOMOUS 

ZONES 

Anarchist Teapot 

Box B, Public House 
Bookshop, 21 Little 
Preston Street, 

Brighton BN1 2HQ 

Autonomous Centre of 
Edinburgh 

17 West Montgomery 
Place, Edinburgh EH7 
5HA.0131 557 6242 

Kebele Community 

Centre 

14 Robertson Road, 
Eastville, Bristol BS5 
6JY. 0117 939 9469 
kebele @ mailexcite.com 

121 Centre (infoshop +) 
121 Railton Road, 

Brixton London SE24 
0171 274 6655 

1 in 12 Club 

21-23 Albion Street, 
Bradford BD1 2LY 

01274 734160 


Ashton Court Quarry 

c/o Bristol FoE, 10-12 
Picton St, Montpelier, 
Bristol, BS6 5QA 
07970 423 834 


OKasional Cafe 
c/o Manchester EF! 


An T alamh Glas & Pobal an 
Dulra (Irish AU) 

Unit 66, Liffey Trust 
Building, 117 Upper 
Sherriff Street, Dublin 1. 
Eire +353-1-855 0965 
allenr@bluewin.ch 

A SEED Europe 

PO Box 92066, 1090 AB 
Amsterdam, 

Netherlands 
+31-20 6682236 
aseedeur® antenna.nl 

Autonomous Green 

Action 

POB 4721, Station E, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 

5H9, Canada 

Action For Social 

Ecology 

Box 34089, 10026 
Stockholm, Sweden 
ekoloqisten@usa.net 

Australian EF! AU 

PO Box 3163, South 
Brisbane 4101, Australia 
ef_au@hotmail.com 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, 
Box 128, Vancouver 
V5L3X9, Canada 
+ 1-604-708 9660 

Czech Republic EF! 

Zeme predevsim! 

PO Box 237, 16041 
Prague 6, Czech 

Republic 

zemepredevsim@czn.cz 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415, Eugene OR 
97440, USA 
+1-541-344 8004 
earthfirst@iqc.apc.org 

Ecodefence! 

Moskovsky prospekt 

120-34236006, 

Kaliningrad/ 

Koenigsburg, Russia 
ecodefence@glas.apc.org 

Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17, 
33610 Tampere 61, 
Finland 
ransu@sci.fi 

FIN 

Umweltprojektwerkstatt, 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH, 
10965 Berlin, Germany 
+49-30 78913144 
urrptwe@ipbertnJbeifinelde 

Groene Front!, 

Postbus 85069, 3058 AB 
Utrecht, Netherlands 
che@dds.nl 

Pobal An Dulra 

242 Sunset Drive, 

Cartron Point, Sligo, 

Eire +353 71 44348 
diarmo@indigo.ie 

Poland EF! 

PO Box 40, 43-304 
Bielsko-Biala 4, Poland 
+48-33 183153 
wapjerica@pmwimostorqpl 

Rainbow Keepers 
(Ukraine) 

PO Box 322, Kiev 

252187, Ukraine 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

Volunteers For Earth 
Defence 

189 San Antonio Ext 
SFDM, 1105 Quezon 

City, Philippines 


WHAT IS EARTH FIRST!? 

Earth First! is a network of autonomous local groups that organise non-hierarchically from the grass roots and use Direct Action to confront, stop and eventually reverse the forces 
that are responsible for the destruction of the Earth and its inhabitants. 

International Contacts are entry points into that country’s own network of groups. Other Contacts are ones whose aims and principles we agree with fully or in part, or groups 
that we think may be of use or interest to people. For groups web addresses visit www.k2nct.co.uk/ef/ 

NEW ADDITIONS OR ALTERATIONS ARE SHOWN IN BOLD 


DAY OF ACTION 
AGAINST ZENECA 

Zeneca Pharmeceuticals are the largest British 
company involved in genetic engineering, and 
theref ore provide a wealth of opportunities for 
action in this country. To kick off a campaign 
against them, two simultaneous actions took 
place in the South-West on the 23rd November. 

At Avonmouth, near Bristol, a Zeneca plant 
was blockaded for 3'/2 hours by 40 people. 
Activists locked on to 2 articulated lorries with 
d-locks at the main gates of the plants, causing a 
mile long tailback. Three other people climbed a 
1501t tower to hang a banner, while Tragic 
Roundabout entertained the rest. 

Avon police turned up but then went away 
again when they were told that the action was just 
over the Gloucestershire border and therefore 
outside their juristiction. Seems the ‘county line’ 
doesn’t just work in cowboy films! When 
Gloucestershire police turned up, they didn’t 
seem to be in too much of a rush to remove 
activists. Eventually they produced hydraulic 
boltcroppers and gave those locked on a choice of 
removing themselves or being cut off and then 
being nicked. Everyone opted for freedom rather 
than an extra 5 minutes locked on and a wasted 
d-lock. 

Meanwhile, in Brixham, South Devon, another 
Zeneca plant was targeted. The intended office 
occupation was foiled as there was a large police 
presence when everyone arrived. However 2 
people did manage to get onto the roof of the 
building. One was arrested for criminal damage 
as the plastic drainpipe she was climbing came 
away from the wall. 

As the plant was on a sea-cliff, that was the 
obvious place for a banner proclaiming Zeneca’s 
misdeeds. Activists abseiled down the 200 foot 
lace and attached the banner to the cliff with 
climbing wedges. At the end of the action, they 
decided to leave it there for a while, figuring that 
Zeneca wouldn’t be able to find anyone crazy 
enough to go and retrieve it! 


MUMIA MUST NOT DIE! 

The order has been signed for the execution of 
African-American revolutionary prisoner Mumia 
Abu-Jamal. Mumia has been on death row for 16 
years despite overwhelming evidence that he is 
innocent. Mumia has faced execution before, in 
1995, but international pressure, in the form of 
marches, riots and occupations of American big 
business, ensured a last minute stay of execution. 
Such solidarity is needed again. 

On Saturday 14th November around 20 activists 
from the Northern Anarchist Network, held a 
demo in support of Mumia Abu Jamal at 
American Express (an obvious outlet of 
Amerikan capitalism) in Manchester. The 
building was entered and leaflets were handed to 
customers and to the public outside. Attempts to 
persuade the office manager to fax the 
Pennsylvania governor, who has pledged to 
execute Mumia as soon as he can, were sadly 
unsuccessful. 

Contact: Anarchist Black Cross. See contact 
list. 

Fax Governor Tom Ridge on 1-717-783-4429 
demanding that Mumia be allowed a new trial. 


TOTNES COURT CASE 
UPDATE 

The two women who were charged back in 
August with £605,000 of criminal damage for 
removing the controversial trial of genetically 
engineered (GE) maize at Hood Barton, next to 
Riverford Organic farm in Devon, had their 
charges changed today. They have now been 
charged with conspiracy to cause criminal 
damage, and have been bailed to appear before 
Plymouth Crown Court on December 29th. 
Previously harsh bail conditions, consisting of 
nightly curfew and daily signings were lessened 
and they will now have to sign on twice weekly at 
their local police stations. They are still banned 
from entering Devon apart from attending court 
appearances. 

150 people gathered outside the court on the 
day, and over 2,000 signatures have been 
collected by the local campaign, in support. 

Ten other people that were arrested in 
connection with the action have had DNA 
samples taken and are still awaiting results from 
forensics to see whether or not they will also be 
charged. 

Contact: GEN (see contacts list). 

TARMAC WARNED OFF 

On Nov 23rd. EF! activists invaded a Tarmac 
building site in Nottingham and displayed a 
banner reading ‘Keep Tarmac out of Bestwood’. 
Tarmac are planning to open a sand quarry in 
Bestwood,near Nottingham, and this action was 
done to keep the protest against them in the 
limelight. Footage of the action will be the final 
clip in a video sent to Tarmac explaining the 
opposition to their scheme. Contact Notts EF! 

BRYANT’S OFFICE 
OCCUPIED 

On November 2nd, activists occupied the 
offices of Bryant Country Homes in Eynsham, 
Oxfordshire calling for "Homes for Need not 
Greed". Thirteen protestors stopped work for over 
an hour while they ranted about the building of 
executive housing on greenfield sites, abuses of 
the planning system, social housing, housing co- 
ops, the acts of enclosure and the free market 
economy. 

The action was timed to coincide with the 
company's Annual General Meeting in Solihull 
and was in solidarity with local campaigns in 
Sandy Lane, Yorkshire and Tewkesbury. On the 
same day residents of the Sandy Lane village near 
Bradford protested at a nearby greenfield site that 
Bryant Homes are in the process of trashing. 

House builders such as Bryant have been 
calling for virtual abolition of the planning 
system to allow them to steam ahead with plans 
to put 1000 square miles of British countryside 
under new houses by 2016. This system is 
already hugely weighted in their favour, 
penalising sustainable low-impact developments, 
while squatting is clamped down on to the benefit 
of luxury and greenfield developers. 

Contact: URGENT 07000 785202 
info@urgent.org.uk 

Action for Social Housing 0378 454063 
Sandy Lane RAGE (01274) 495264. 


Action Diari 


December. 

5. National Front march in Dover. Counter- 
demonstrators will be gathering by the miner's 
statue in Marine Parade from 1 1 :00am 
onwards. 

12. Street football in Worthing for all those 
who’ve had enough of the corporate game.Meet 
12 noon at The Litten Tree pub on the seafront 
14. Action at the head office of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
about the K2/R4 nuclear reactors they are 
financing in the Ukraine. 

21. Solstice party at Ashton Court 

January 

10. Newbury Reunion, ‘1000 candles for 1000 
arrests’ -f-more. Meet at Newbury Railway 
Station 12 noon Contact: 3rd Battle of 
Newbury. 

11. Plough Monday in York - Street theatre and 
direct action, recalling York’s protest heritage 
to stop industrialised agriculture. Contact York 
EF! 

12. Me Libel appeal starts. 

17. Diggers 350 public meeting, 12 noon- 5pm 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London. 
Speakers and workshops on land rights issues. 
Planning events for the rest of the year’s 
festivities celebrating 350 years since the 
Diggers’ Rebellion, including the possibility of 
setting up permanent land squats. Contact: The 
Land is Ours 01865 722016, tony@gaia.org 

18. Second ‘Doin’ it in the North’ action. In 
Manchester, airport-related, trying to 
strengthen the EF! network in the North of 
England. Contact Manchester EF! 

29-31. EF! Winter Moot - see article, back page 

March 

1. National day of action against blood sports. 
Contact: Portsmouth 3 defence campaign, c/o 
PO box 1 1 19, Dorchester, Dorset, DTI 1ED. 

27. Europe wide transport actions, 
contact A SEED Europe (see contacts page) 

June 

18. Resistance will be as global as capital... see 
feature article, this issue Contact London 
Greenpeace or RTS 


Prisoners 


Ploughshares activist on remand on charges of 
‘conspiracy to commit criminal damage’. 
Annika Spalde (BE8940) and Ann-Brit 
Sternfeld (BE894I),HMP Risley, 

617 Warrington Rd, Risley, Warrington 
WA3 6BP 

Stellan Vinthagen (BT8233), HMP Preston 
2 Ribbleton Lane, Preston, PR1 5AB 
To arrange visits contact Catholic Worker - 
0151 264 8741 

Barry Horne, on hunger strike until new Labour 
honour their manifesto commitments to launch 
a royal commission on vivisection, is believed 
to still be conscious as the Action Update goes 
to press, but is likely to die if he enters a coma. 
Barry Horne, VC 2141 , HMP Full Sutton, York 
Y04 IPS 





TREES FELLED AT 
BINGLEY 

The campaign against the Bingley ‘Relief 
Road near Bradford has faced several major 
setbacks recently. In the summer shake-up of the 
roads program, it was announced that the road 
was still to be built, but not for up to 3 years. The 
few people remaining on the 2-year old protest 
camp felt that their energies were better spent 
elsewhere, and decided to pack up the camp, 
rather than continue waiting for an eviction 
several years down the line. 

The process of tatting down began, but various 
people who had been involved with the camp 
over its two year history stepped in, anxious not 
to see the campaign end. Sadly there simply 
weren’t enough people to keep the camp open all 
the time. Then on the 4th of November, the local 
council seized the opportunity of a temporarily 
unoccupied camp to fell many of the trees on the 
site. All the trees with treehouses in were brought 
down, although many others remain on route. Of 
course, trees can grow back eventually, the road 
hasn’t been built yet... 

Contact Bingley Anti Road Campaign c/o Leeds 
EF! for want of a better contact. 

SAVE THE CHESTNUTS 

The campaign against a new six-lane road and 
business school, which resulted in the eviction of 
the disused LMS railway station in September, 
has not given up, and two large horse 

chestnuts, due to be felled to make way 
_ — . for the new road, have been squatted. 

The trees were planted 50 years ago to do 
something positive for this air-starved 
area but it seems that the council are only 
paying lip service to their notions of a 
greener Oxford. Contact:07971 755823 
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EF! Action Update needs your action 
reports (-200 words), articles, photos 
and feedback. 

Contact us at: EF!AU, Cornerstone 
Resource Centre, 16 Sholebroke 
Avenue, Chapeltown Leeds, 

LS7 3HB 0113 262 9365 
<acti on update @ gn . ape . org> 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
Subscribe to email edition for free. 

EF! stickers £1 for 10 


NABURN OPENING 
DISRUPTED 

The new ‘designer outlet’ out of town shopping 
centre in York, has been the scene of protests for 
3 years now, including a tree camp in the summer 
of 1996. It finally opened its doors to the public 
on the 12th November, but US multinational 
McArthur Glen must have suspected that things 
were not going to run smoothly... 

About 30 activists who had been involved with 
various stages of the campaign turned up for the 
big day, along with about 3000 mindless 
consumers. Some protesters were well known to 
security, and so were noisily carried out before 
the opening ceremony started. The ensuing 
struggles with security outside the centre 
intrigued the people queuing to go in, which 
meant they lapped up the campaign leaflets which 
were being distributed. 

As the opening ceremony was about to start, 
one woman felt the time was right to create a 
scene. Although it was totally unplanned, she 
flung off all her clothes and made a rush for the 
stage. Several other people followed, ranting and 
generally causing disruption. A school party was 
at the front of the audience, holding up the 
pictures they had prepared, but upon being 
confronted with naked flesh, their teacher 
decided it was wisest to usher them all out, 
adding to the havoc. 

Finally the microphones refused to work, 
meaning the opening speeches couldn’t take place 
-protestors got the blame although they might not 
have deserved it! In the end though, the 
ceremony was ‘well bollocksed’ , which after all 
is the most important thing! 

ASHTON COURT 

The latest move by Bristol Council was a letter 
to the activists, insisting on the right of the 
council to inspect the tunnels, together with 
someone from quarry contractors Pioneer 
Aggregates at that! They were laughed off but 
refusal will mean that an eviction notice or 
possession order will be served soon. In court, 
people have been let off charges for assault and 
aggravated trespass, others have been fined with 
£20 court costs. Several parties are planned: a 
Winter Solstice one on site, for December 21st, 
and a Prisoner Support Ceilidh on Jan 30th in St 
Werburgh Community Centre. 

Mobile no.07970 423834, 


CITIZENS INSPECTORS 
ARRESTED AT BARROW 

On Wednesday 18th November, seven peace 
activists and two accompanying journalists were 
arrested at the VSEL shipyard in Barrow, as the 
activists attempted a "Citizens' Inspection" of the 
Trident submarine, HMS Vengeance. 

The inspection was held in support of the "Bread 
not Bombs Ploughshares" group - currently in prison 
awaiting trial - who were arrested in the shipyard in 
September while attempting to non-violently disarm 
the Trident weapons system. 

The aim of the "Citizens' Inspection", was to 
"identify and inspect the development of weapons of 
mass destruction by VSEL and the British 
government". The group believe that "such weapons - 
with their huge waste of resources, and with the threat 
they represent to life - are a crime against humanity, 
especially the world's poor". 

All the arrestees have now been released without 
charge. 

Contact: Stephen Hancock on 01865 770833. 
Liverpool Catholic Worker: 0151 264 8741 

WINTER GATHERING 

Preparations continue for the EF'.Winter Moot. 
Discussion documents should be with Notts EF! by 
now, if you haven’t sent one do, but the agenda won’t 
be distributed until January so we’d still appreciate 
opinions on the what we should talk about at the 
event. (If you didn’t get the mailout with November’s 
AU contact Notts EF!) 

The Agenda and a compilation of discussion 
documents will be sent to all EF! Groups with the 
January AU. Anyone else who wants one, send your 
address and 2x 1 st class stamps to Notts EF! We are 
relying on local groups to distribute the agenda 
amongst their members and discuss it before Jan 29. 

We need Facilitators. Get in touch if you can help. 
Facilitation workshops will start on the evening of 
Thursday 28 January. 

There will be childcare, provided by volunteers. We 
need people to contact us in advance (by Jan 7) if they 
are bringing children. If you do not tell us children are 
coming we will not be able to provide care for them. If 
you do we can explain what provision there will be 
and hopefully make it work for everyone. 

The moot is in an urban community centre and dogs 
ae not allowed. Efforts are being made to find dog 
sitters for those who are really stuck. Again we must 
know by Jan 7.. 

Legal Disclaimer 

The editors of the AU sneer at the naivete of those who 

think that change can be brought about through illegal 
action. The AU is for the purpose of titillation only 
SLEEP WORK CONSUME 


ii SUBSCRIBE TO THE EF! ACTION UPDATE 

Name: 

Address: 


Ya Bastal 


From: EF! AU. c/o 
Cornerstone Resource Ctr, 
16 Sholebroke Avenue, 
Leeds LS7 3HB 


Subscriptions cost a minimum contribution of £5 for 12 issues. Send 
more if you can afford it so we can give free subscriptions to prisoners, 
etc. Cheques payable to Earth First!. Action Update Remember security, 
false names and a collect or c/o address are best. 



o If the circle is ticked then your subscription has run out - Please renew it NOW! 
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“Every morning / awake, tom between a desire to save the world, and a inclination to savour it.. - E.B. Whitye 


CRYSTAL PALACE 
SITE EVICTED 

The protest camp at Crystal Palace has 
been evicted at a cost of over 1 million 
pounds. The camp was set up in April of last 
year to resist the planned 1 8 screen 
multiplex development on park land in South 
London. 

On the 3rd March, bailiffs, accompanied 
by around 350 police, moved on to the site 
and began removing the 50 people present 
from the various tree and bunker defences. 
The eviction was completed a record 
breaking 1 9 days later when the last two 
occupants of the site voluntarily came out of 
the bunker they had been in since the 
beginning of the eviction. They chose to 
come out because the bailiffs had almost got 
through to them anyway and they had run out 
of food and water. 

All those who were on site when the 
bailiffs came were arrested. 30 were charged 
with obstructing an officer of the court, two 
with assaulting an officer and one with 
affray. One man was remanded, due in court 
on March 30th, charged with obstructing an 
officer of the court and breach of bail. One 
resident of the site, Animal, was remanded in 
custody, see prisoners section. 

Meanwhile, on the 20 th a solidarity action 
was staged at the Universal Cinemas 
International cinema in Leicester Square. 
Four people with placards climbed up on the 
roof and took down the union jack which 
was flying there while a crowd, estimated by 
police to number around 900, gathered on 
the ground below. 

The campaign is far from over. Contact: 
0181 693 8200 

‘As Anarchists we understand Direct 
Action to be the only way people are 
empowered and real change achieved ... As 
capitalist media cannot be expected to fairly 
represent any action that undermines the 
capitalist system, we will not be saying any 
more.’ (from the joint statement of the last 
two people evicted from the site) 


WOMEN WALK 
FREE 

Two women, charged with £605,000 worth 
of criminal damage, appeared at Plymouth 
Crown Court on Monday 29th March to hear 
that all charges against them had been 
dropped. The three hundred supporters who 
gathered in the rain outside the court were 
kept entertained by music and street theatre. 
A flag, bearing a crossed scythe and spade 
over a biohazard symbol, was flown from the 
court’s flag pole. 

The women faced up to ten years in prison 
for 'conspiracy to cause criminal damage' 
after taking part in the destruction of a crop 
of genetically modified maize on 3rd August 
1998 from a test site near Totnes in Devon. 

After seven months of severe bail 
conditions, which included a 10pm curfew, 
the defendant's lawyers received a highly 
unusual one-line letter saying that "for 
complex reasons the Crown intend to offer 
no evidence in the above case." The Director 
of Public Prosecutions himself appears to 
have felt that the planned defence of ‘lawful 
excuse’ would have stood up, creating an 
unwanted precedent. There was certainly no 
lack of evidence against the two women as 
both have always admitted damaging the 
maize. 

One of the women commented: ‘this decision 
shows that we were right to stand up to the 
bullying of the biotech companies. I hope this 
encourages other communities to take action to 
protect our environment." 

Prior to the planting of the crop, six hundred 
local people had marched to the test site in protest. 
When this Med to persuade the government to 
halt the trial, the crop was removed by about 20 
people. Ten others were also arrested on the day 
but it now seems unlikely that any of their cases 
will come to court In the weeks after the arrests, 
3000 local people signed a statement saying that 
they felt that the action taken to remove the maize 
was in the public interest 

Contact: Tomes Genetics Group 01803 86795 1 
or 07957 188621. 


MANCHESTER 
SQUAT CAFE 

The OKasional cafe is back in 
Manchester for the fourth time, to 
celebrate it's first birthday. The cafe 
collective has re-squatted the building in 
which the cafe made its first appearance. 
The Grade II listed building is located 
opposite the university, smack bang in the 
heart of Manchester's student ‘ghetto’. 

Since it was last occupied, the owner had 
simply boarded it up, halfheartedly cut off 
the electricity and water, and left it to stand 
empty. He was said to be not amused to 
see the building he wants to sell re- 
squatted, especially by the same people 
he'd previously introduced to the courts 
and Under Sheriff. 

So far, the cafe has been home to big free 
parties, dozens of workshops, discussion 
evenings, meetings and direct action film 
all-nighters. It serves vegan, mostly 
organic fair-trade food on a donations 
basis, with any money raised going into 
environmental and social campaigns. 

The squatters decided not to enter into 
negotiation with the state or the 
mainstream media, as ‘it's a space we're 
collectively creating, and will defend for as 
long as we want.’ One of the collective is 
quoted as saying: ‘The owner has not so 
far issued court proceedings, and when the 
local Tactical Support Group (riot police) 
turned up, we showed them the door.’ 

Visit and get involved in the cafe while 
its stocks last. The cafe is located at 325, 
Oxford Road. Telephone 0403-674363, or 
write c/o Manchester EF! See contacts list. 


The Action Update is a monthly roundup 
of ecological and other direct action 
news and forthcoming events in Britain. 
Feature articles inside: 

List of genetic engineering test sites. 
Office occupation tactics 
Computer tampering. 




News In Brief 


♦ Anarchists and EFIers in the Czech 
Republic are appealing for help to defend 
themselves against a fascist attack on May 
1st. This date has in Prague, as in many 
other places, been a day of anarchist activity 
for many years but this year fascists from all 
over Europe are planning to stop it, 
threatening to burn all anarchist squats and 
rid the Czech Republic of anarchism. More 
info: zemepredevsim@ecs.cz 

♦ March 11th. A genetically modified potato crop in 
New Zealand was destroyed by a group called Wild 
Greens, The research project worth $200,000 was 
ruined. Sadly the activists discarded gloves and 
dothes at the scene and DNA samples were taken. 
Greenpeaoe NZ put out a media release 
condemning the attack. Subsequently, security on 
GE sites in the oountry has been stepped up Wild 
Greens website: http://www.eccHiation.org.nz/ 

♦ Corporate Watch have produoed a guide to the 
involvement of the oil industry in British universities 
price £10-20. See contact list 

♦ Wild Things; ecological education collective, are 
looking for a new member. They teach radical 
ecology and tell direct action stories to children and 
work with groups to empower them to work non 
hierarchically and take direct action. No specialised 
knowledge needed, just the will to move to 
Nottingham. Contact Wld Things. 182 Mansfield 
Rd, Nottingham. NG1 3HW 

♦ Earth Liberation Prisoners have a new address 
c/o Leeds EF! and a new webpage: 
www.geodties.com/rainForesl/Jungle/1664 To 
subscribe to ‘Spirit of freedom’, the regular free 
prisoner listings, send s.a.e’s. Email for info or 
subscriptions (earthlibprisoner@hotmail.com) 

♦ Newcastle City Counal are about to chop a fot of 
trees on Barrack Rd, Newcastle. If you want to go 
on the phone tree, contact TAPP (see contact list) 
or send ne991ta@yahoo.com your phone 
numbers). 

♦ Fifty farmers in Russia, while defending their land 
against a pipeline from the Yamal Peninsula, 
charged 30 police with scythes and a tractor. The 
police opened fire with plastic, and real bullets, 
injuring the tractor driver in the leg. 

♦ B92 is an independent Serbian radion station 
continuing to broadcast despite internal oppression 
and war in their oountry. News in English and 
Serbo-Croatian daily 9.15-IOpm on ORF, 

MW1 476kHz Info helpB92@xs4all.nl 

♦ Faslane Peace Camp is still going strong with 
currently 7 residents. Unfortunately, the latest action, 
scheduled for equinox, did not happen due to a lack 
of people attending. The next submarine arrival, and 
therefore action, is expected in early April. 

Contact 01463 820 901 


STOP THE NEW DEAL! 
REED TARGETED 

On 8th March, a coalition of workers, students 
and the unemployed, otherwise known as Leeds 
EF! and friends, visited the Leeds office of Reed 
Employment, the company which is administering 
the New Deal Gateway Centre in Hackney. 

Ten people entered the offices, while a further ten 
remained outside with a banner and leaflets. There 
were around double this number of staff in the 
building, which made any serious disruption 
difficult. Some staff were prevented from working 
however, and the police were called. Eventually it 
was agreed to leave, in exchange for a phone call 
with Reed’s head office, letting them know that the 
action had taken place. 

The media was not contacted about the action, 
instead the group decided to put some effort into 
creating their own publicity: Dole offices were 
leafleted afterwards, and, the following day, a 
report of the action, together with information on 
other campaigns, was flyposted around the city. 

Some people, while visiting council offices later 
in the day, climbed the columns of the offices and 
cut down their New Deal banner, nicely rounding 
off the day’s events. 

For more details of the campaign against Reed 
contact Haringey Solidarity Group 0181 374 5027. 

SUPERMARKET ACTIONS 

On Thursday March 4th, activists removed 
genetically modified products from the shelves at a 
Sainsbury's store in Cardiff, to ‘inform the public of 
the risks that GM foods pose to human health, the 
environment and the developing world.’ Stores in 
Aberystwyth, Bangor and Swansea were also 
targeted with a variety of protests. 

On the 6th of March 150 people staged a protest 
at Safeway's store in Totnes. The manager was 
presented with the results of a survey showing that 
over 70% of customers wanted Safeway to go GE- 
free. A banner was displayed which read "GMO- 
Free - the only safe way". Similar actions have also 
taken place recently in Plymouth, Bodmin, 
Newcastle, Worcester, Warminster and Taunton. 

On March 29th, genetiX snowball activists 
delivered 50 items of genetically modified food to 
the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food, 
declaring it to be a biohazard. The food items had 
been ‘confiscated’ from a Tescos supermarket the 
Saturday before. Attempts to take more items from 
Safeways were stopped by police. One woman was 
arrested for stealing the food. GenetiX snowball: 

Q 16 1 8340295 

STOP THE CROP 

On March 28th a protest was held at a genetics 
test site near Edinburgh. The action was called by 
Fife Earth First! and took place a year to the day 
after 60 people openly pulled up a crop of 
genetically modified oil seed rape near Fife. 

This time round the protest consisted of over 100 
people who, after listening to a couple of speeches, 
proceeded to march to the field. Fifty police, with 
horses and dogs, had got there in advance, but 1 2 
people managed to climb the perimeter fence and 
began pulling up the plants within. About one third 
of the crop was trashed, possibly invalidating the 
experiment. 

Six people were arrested and charged with 
vandalism, one was also charged with theft of plant 
material. Contact Fife EF! 01334 47741 1 


DOING IT IN THE NORTH 
GOES TO LIVERPOOL 

On March 1 1th, about 60 folks arrived in 
Liverpool for the third ‘Doin’ It In The North’ 
action, with the intention of getting in the way of 
the genctix industry just a bit more. 

A small group went to leaflet supermarkets in 
Liverpool city centre while most people went to 
Cargill’s Docks where genetically engineered 
maize and soya is imported. Unfortunately, the 
police arrived on the scene simultaneously and 
the gates to the docks were shut before anyone 
managed to gain entry. A scuffle with police and 
security guards broke out as people tried to get 
over the gates. Some people did manage to get 
through when an undercover person on the inside 
found the gate control button, and two briefly 
gained entrance to the offices. All in all seven 
people were arrested and charged with Disorderly 
Behaviour. 

At this point it became obvious that the docks 
and offices were not going to be occupied. 
However, the gates to the tanker loading bay were 
successfully blockaded for nearly 2 hours, 
temporarily halting the collection of the GE maize 
and soya oil that is processed at the docks. 
Discussions of the issue with Cargill workers also 
took place. 

At a pre-arranged time participants headed back 
for the de-brief and evening socialising that are an 
important part of the DIITN actions. One of the 
most positive aspects was the inspiring and 
strengthening effect the days action had on the 
Liverpool group. 

The next DIITN action is to be held in Sheffield 
on May 1 7th. 

FELLING STOPPED 

On the 27th of March, Manchester Airport 
began felling trees in Moss wood, but were 
stopped by residents of the camp in near by 
Arthurs Wood. A new camp was then set up to 
guard against future felling, 

The trees in question will prevent the use of 
radar for the airport’s second runway if left to 
stand. 

A vegan camp has also been set up, and the first 
camp, which has been involved in legal 
proceedings to try to maintain possession, is now 
safe from eviction untill August when their case 
goes to the house of Lords. 

See contacts list for site ‘phone number. 

AGRO-CHEMICAL ACTION 

On March 22nd, 10 people breached the 
perimeter of the Rhone Poulenc factory in 
Norfolk, and were almost immediately arrested on 
suspicion of criminal damage to the perimeter 
fence. Twelve people outside displayed a banner 
reading ‘Hazard’ and gave out leaflets to workers 
and passers by. 

The factory is mainly concerned with the 
production of agro-chemicals, including the 
world’s supply of bromoxynil, a chemical which 
is so toxic that it is illegal to use it the EU and the 
USA, but which is exported for use in the third 
world. 

Rhone Poulenc is a French based multinational 
which is also heavily involved in genetic 
engineering. One of its subsidiaiy companies is 
involved in genetically engineering cotton to be 
resistant to bromoxynil! 


List of genetically modified crop sites. 

The following is a list of sites which have been given consent for planting in winter / spring ‘99. If you confirm that they are 
active then contact GEN (Genetic Engineering Network) (address below.) It is very possible that not all of these sites are 
actually active. A copy of a DETR (Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions) document on sites that will 
definitely be active later this year is available from GEN. 


Key: GMO ref. is a unique number that refers to each deliberate release, as you can see there may be several sites within each 
consent. Page, is the page number in the GMO public register index. All the following sites are listed as growing Winter Oilseed rape 
which is usually planted around September, flowers in April, and is harvested between June/July of the following year. 
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Copies of the public register are available from the Biotech unit at the DETR (in theory) 0171 890 5278. Email 
biotech@detrbiotech.demon.co.uk. The easiest way though is to check out websites. Norfolk have details of 
sites in their area - http://members.tripod.com/~ngin/crops.htm For other sites see HTTP://www.gn.apc.org/pmhp/ 
dc/genetics/index.htm 

There is the DETR's own website which is apparently being updated to include details of all currently active sites 
(don’t hold your breath for this), http://www.environment.detr.gov.uk/acre/register 

Some research farms have several test field sites for non-GM plants as well as several GM deliberate release 
sites, this makes identifying and inspecting deliberate release sites problematic. Most of the sites on this sheet 
have a grid reference but this often refers to a building rather than the crop. Therefore you have to have an idea of 
what a test site actually looks like because it is obviously important that you get the right site. Many farms are 
experimental farms and therefore have lots of test sites, not all of which are GE. 

For information on identifying GE sites, and what to do about them, read ‘Got a test site near you?’ and ‘A 
Gardeners Guide for survival in the Modern World’. Both available from Genetic Engineering Network, PO Box 
9656, London, N4 4JY. Tel: 0181 374 9516. genetics@gn.apc.org 




OFFICE OCCUPATIONS 


Corporate decision-makers sit in cosy offices far removed from the consequences of the decisions that they make. 
Occupying their offices can be an effective form of direct action, especially for a relatively small group of activists. 


Before you get to the target office, agree on the aim. 

Is it to simply make your presence felt, to gather 
information or designed for maximum disruption? 
Everyone should agree on what to do inside, and how 
long to stay for - and stick to it. 

Reconnaissance is important. Look for ways in, such 
as open ground floor windows, fire escapes, and side 
doors, and ensure everyone knows the basic layout. 

The best way in is usually the front door! Anyone who 
doesn’t want to go in could picket the entrance, and 
leaflet cars in the workers’ car park. Make a simple 
plan to get in. Entrances often have security locks, 
swipe-card readers, or intercoms. One smartly 
dressed person going in and opening doors and 
windows for everyone else often works. It helps if this 
person has an excuse such as courier delivery, an 
employment inquiry or a pre-booked appointment with 
a named worker, this person must be prepared to 
react quickly and sometimes decisively, for example, to 
push past employees to get doors open when the 
rabble arrive. If the only door is a revolving one then 
windows will be a better bet. Alternatively, you can 
sneak in behind employees going in, or catch the door 
as one leaves. Ensure that you aren’t spotted 
beforehand. 

Once in, the fun starts! You might all look for specific 
offices or scatter through the building to cause chaos, 
but stay in pairs at least, as office workers can defend 
their space assertively. In the past it has often worked 
for groups to barricade themselves into unoccupied 
offices thus ensuring an uninterrupted search / 
reorganisation. In open plan offices, or when 
barricading options are limited, there is a tendency for 
activists to drift to one place after the initial rush. Try 
to avoid this as it makes it easier for staff / police to 
contain you and get you out. Keep it calm and non- 
confrontational, especially as most workers you come 
across will not be the decision makers; seek out the 
bosses! Reassure workers who seem frightened by 
your invasion that you intend no violence, and 
distribute leaflets explaining your case to them. 

If your goal is disruption, rearrange paper and filing 
cabinets, lock doors and hide keys, unplug things, 
barricade yourself into empty offices, play with 
computers (see facing page). Keep it tidy, and they 
might not discover what you’ve been up to until later; 
obvious criminal damage or theft on these type of 


actions may lead to everyone being arrested especially 
if you are few in number. That said, some occupations 
have involved smashing up as much as possible. 

If your goal is info-gathering, get in and out quickly, 
there is nothing to be gained and a lot to be lost by 
hanging around because a 30 minute action seems too 
short. Rummage through filing cabinets, go through 
desk diaries, look at notice boards, search through 
computers and photograph or photocopy anything 
interesting. Alternatively, you could fax documents to 
someone on the outside, who should be briefed to 
keep their fax line free. You may want to borrow some 
documents or computer disks to study at your leisure... 
chuck them out of a window to waiting colleagues who 
can spirit them away immediately. Don’t hang around 
waiting to be arrested. Leave a pre-printed disclaimer 
in their place, stating that anything removed will be 
returned undamaged within 24 hours. This gives time 
to read files and copy useful stuff. You can return the 
files either to the office doorstep in the middle of the 
night, or (anonymously) to a police station lost property 
office in a different town. It is essential to return 
everything if any one does get nicked for theft; 
although the disclaimer has no actual legal weight, 
charges should be dropped if files are returned as 
promised. 

Everyone should leave together, and make sure no- 
one is left inside. Be aware that police often search 
ev.eryone before they leave the office, especially if 
anything appears to have been removed or damaged. 

Office occupations generally don’t lead to arrest. 
However, there is the possibility of arrest, most likely 
for breach of the peace, burglary or section 241 of the 
Trade Unions Act 1994. Burglary is often used as an 
excuse to arrest. Don’t openly eat food or use 
electrical equipment or they may indiscriminately make 
arrests. Most arrests will not lead to a court case. 
People have sometimes gone in with a list of demands 
such as a meeting senior management. These 
demands are generally not worth winning and 
negotiation for them may make a court conviction more 
likely. This happened to the 20 ‘Opencast defendants’ 
in 1998, when it was taken as evidence of coercion, to 
secure a conviction for section 241. This case was 
exceptional however as £350 000 worth of damage 
had been done to a nearby mine earlier in the day! 


This feature was taken and adapted / updated from ‘Road Raging - top tips for wrecking road building’.- www.eco-action.org/rr/ 

index.html 


FUH UITH COMPUTERS OH OFFICE 0CCUPRTI0H5 


If before going in to your office you spend a bit of time familiarising yourself with some of the ideas and procedures 
below you could do quite a bit of ‘not immediately noticeable’ damage and may even end up with a ‘gateway’ into 

their computers for some time to come: 


While some of your mates are going through the desk diary, the 
filing cabinets and the drawers it may be worth you taking a look at 
the beige box with a telly on it in the comer of the desk. 

Before you decide what best action to take you have to have a 
browse around the PC. If the computer is off, switch it on. The 
computer may appear to end its starting procedure with a logon box. 
Many systems save the username of the last person to use the 
computer in this box, write this name down, if the user has e-mail it 
can probably be worked out using this usemame@whatever.co.uk 
(alternatively find the persons calling card). E-mail addresses are 
handy to have as viruses and hacking tools can be sent to the 
unwitting user at a later date. You may try a couple of passwords 
(look for obscure things written on post-it notes) This probably 
won’t work and after a few tries it will tell you that you are locked 
out of the network. Just accept this and click cancel until the 
computer seems to be running. 

If the computer is already on then open the Windows Explorer and 
check out how many drives there are. If there are more than 4 drives 
then you are probably already attached to the network. 

The following assumes that Windows 95 or 98 is installed but 
probably applies to Windows NT too. 

Re-formatting This is quite un-subtle and may cause the least 
damage of all. In any fair sized company most data will be either 
stored on a file server or backed up nightly. Having said that most 
users are crap at doing this (especially those at the top of 
organisations). If there appears to be no network attachment then 
this may well be your best option. To format the disk select Start 
menu - shutdown - restart computer in MSdos mode. When you get 
the C:\> Prompt type format c: /u 

Repartitioning. If you’re going to re-format a hard disk then you 
may as well repartition it too. Repartitioning a drive just makes it a 
bit harder to recover any data than a simple format. Get to the C:\> 
prompt, stick a floppy disk in and type sys a: then type copy 
c:\windows\command\fdisk.* a: if no file is found then type copy 
c:\dos\fdisk.* a:. Then format as above. Reboot the PC with the 
floppy disk in the machine. Type fdisk. Then delete all partitions, 
reboot again type fdisk again and create 2 or 3 new partitions. 

Delete files. Deleting files on the hard disk in the machine is pretty 
simple. Highlight the files you want to delete. Select lots by holding 
the Shift or control key down as you click (experiment with this). 
Before you press the delete key hold down the shift Key. Do not 
release the shift key until the confirm file delete box comes up. If 
you don’t hold shift down the files will only go to the recycle bin. 
After deleting you may as well empty the recycle bin. Click on the 
recycle bin and choose empty recycle bin from the file menu. To 
make absolutely sure that the data can’t be recovered install a Disk 
cleanup utility (www.execpc.com/~sbd/CleanUp.html) and totally 
wipe the free space. This is a small utility that will easily fit on a 
floppy disk. Using this utility makes it almost impossible to recover 
data, it is much more effective then simply formatting a disk. 
Deleting files from a network drive is pretty similar. Once you’ve 
deleted something go to Start menu - Run type command, then 
change to the drive that you have deleted from by typing the drive 
letter followed by a colon (e.g. u:) then type cd / and then type purge 
* /a on most networks this will ensure that files are completely 
deleted. 


Changing files. This is pretty obvious really, rather than deleting 
files that could possibly be restored from backup, try changing files 
instead. Arguably the best thing to do is a search for spreadsheet 
files (*.xls or *.wk*). Find them using the Start menu - Find, stick 
*.xls, *.\vk* in the Named box. Then sort them by modified date by 
clicking on the modified label, double click on the most recently 
modified file or one that looks like it may contain important 
financial information (big files are best). Then simply change the 
odd number here and there. It may be a long time before they realise 
the error, and will mean that they have to do a lot of checking 
throughout that file to look for other errors. They probably won’t be 
able to restore from back-up as they may not know when the change 
occurred (it may not be discovered for months) and even if they 
know when the changes were made other parts of the spreadsheet 
may have been updated since then making a restore from backup 
impractical. 

Inserting a virus. Before inserting a virus take a look at the 
properties of any running virus detection program. Next to the clock 
on the bottom right of the screen there will probably be some small 
icon indicating that an anti-virus program is running. Double click 
on it and take a look at the properties. What you have to try and do 
is to stop the anti-virus program from scanning files but not stop it 
running. Uncheck any boxes like scan files on Run, copy etc. You 
may be able to stop it from scanning (exclude) whole disk drives. 
Viruses that you have brought in will probably be detected so you 
want to stop the computer from scanning files but make it look like it 
is still running properly. If you can’t do this then you may have to 
disable the virus protection. This may be discovered earlier. 

Macro viruses 

If your virus is a Word virus then before you insert it you must 
disable Word’s own virus protection. Open Word, open Tools - 
options and click on the General tab. Uncheck the macro virus 
protection box (do the same in Excel if your virus is in an .XLS 
file). Now try inserting your virus by either running the program or 
opening the document. If the virus protection on the machine finds it 
and you have the option to exclude this virus from the virus list then 
do so. If not then you will have to disable the anti-virus program. 
First look at the virus programs properties (as above) and stop it 
from loading on startup (if that option exists) next close down the 
icon near the clock in the bottom right of the screen. Then open 
Windows Explorer and check out what is in C:\windows\start 
menu\programs\startup. If there is an icon there that looks like it is 
an anti-virus program delete it. Next go to Start menu - Run. Type 
sysedit. Look at the win. ini file (within the sysedit box), right near 
the top of this file there should be two lines that start Load= & 

Run= , delete anything that looks like it is anti-virus related on these 
lines. Next look at the autoexec.bat file (again in the sysedit box) 
and again delete anything that looks virus related. Now close the 
sysedit window. Viruses are available for download (zipped up) 
from www.geocities.com/Baja/2846/ (do a web search for others) 

Hacking Tools - for the more computer literate occupier 

Back Orifice is a tool that can be downloaded from www.toxyn.org/ 
or www.cultdeadcow.com/. This program will give you remote 
control of the computer if it is attached to the internet. You will be 
able to change, read and delete files remotely and even randomly 
make their computer play wav files or shut down from the comfort 
of your local internet cafe. Back orifice is detected by most anti- 
virus programs so the host computer must be prepared following the 
instructions above and the IP address must be noted. 
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EF! CONTACTS APRIL ‘99 


[ACTION GROUPS 


Arun Valley EF! 
do 1 York Road, 
Littlehampton, W. 
Sussex 
01903 721615 
aireP@a42®Jf derrmoD iL 


Manchester EF! 

Dept 29, 255 Wilmslow 
Rd, Manchester M14 
5LW. 0161 2266814 
mancef@nematode. 
freeserve.co.uk 


Warwick EF! 

do Green Society, 
Warwick Uni SU, 
Coventry CV4 7AL 
suuad@csv.warwick.acuk 


Bath EF! 

do PO Box 426, Bath, 
Somerset BA12ZD 

01249 713742 

Blackburn EF! 

12 Balmoral Road, 
Darwen, Lancashire 

BB3 2EW 

Bristol EF! 

do Box 51, Greenleaf 
Bookshop, 82 Colston 

St, Bristol BS1 5BB 

0117 939 3093 

Cambridge EF! 

Box E , 12 Mill Road, 
CambridqeCBI 2AD 

Cardiff EF! 
do Green Group, 
Glamorgan Uni SU, 
Pontypridd, Mid- 
Glamorqan CF37 1DL 

Cheltenham EFI 

16 Portland Street 
Cheltenham 

Gloucs. GL52 2PB 

hq@cholt- 

ef.freeserve.co.uk 

Exeter Env. Network 

PO Box 1 85, Exeter 

EX4 4EW 

Fife EF! 

do 91 South Street, St. 
Andrews, Fife KYI 6 9Q 
01334 477411 

The Flat Oak Society 
do 3 St Alphege Lane, 
Canterbury, Kent CT1 
2EB.01227 463368 

Glasgow EF! 

PO Box 180, Glasgow 
G4 9AB 

Guildford EF! 

PO Box 217, Guildford 

GUI 1 WS 

fax 01 483 203212 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 
The Greenhouse, 1 
Trevelyan Terrace, 
Bangor. Gwynedd LL57 
1AX 01248 355821 
afu01b@banqor.ac.uk 

Hereford EF! 

Wern Derys, 
Michaelchurch Escley, 
Hereford HR2 0JZ 
01981 510659 

Hull On Earth 
do PO Box 43, 

Hull HU1 1AA 

LEAF 

Box Z. 13 Biddulph St, 
Leicester LE2 1BH 

0116 270 9616 

Leeds EF! 
do CRC, 

16 Sholebroke Avenue, 
Leeds LS7 3HB 

0113 262 9365 
oomerstone@qn.apc.org 

Liverpool EF! 

96 Bold Street, 
Liverpool LI 


ALF Supporters Group 

BCM Box 1160, London 
WC1N 3XX 

1 003021 61 6@comp 
userve.com 


Mid-Somerset EF! 

PO Box 23, 5 High St, 
Glastonbury, Somerset 
BA6 9PU 

Norfolk EF! 

The Greenhouse, 42-46 
Bethel Street, Norwich 
NR2 1NR 

Nottingham EF! 
do The Rainbow 

Centre, 182 Mansfield 
Road, Nottingham NG1 
3HW 

0115 958 5666 

Oldham EF! 

PO Box 127 

Oldham OL4 3FE 

Oxford Community Action 
Box E , 111 Magdalen 
Road, Oxford OX4 IRQ 

Pendle EF! 

Klondike Central 
Prospect Farm, Lenches 
Road, Colne, Lancs, 

BB8 8ET 01282 870 
919 

Reclaim the Streets 

PO Box 9656, London 

N4 4JY. 0171 281 4621 
rts@gn.apc.org 

Reclaim the Valleys 
do Swansea 
Environment Centre, 

Pier Street, Swansea 
SA1 1RY 

Reading Roadbusters 
R.I.S. Centre, 35-39 
London Street, Reading, 
Berkshire 

0118 954 6430 
roadbusters@clara.net 

Sheffield EFI 
do SheFIN, 54 
Upperthorpe Rd, 
Sheffield, S63EB 

0114 263 4494 

Southampton EF! 

SUSU Pigeonholes, 
Southampton University, 
University Road, 
Southampton 
eco@soton.ac.uk 

South Devon EF! 
Birdwood House, 44 
High Street, Totnes, 
Devon. 

South Downs EF! 

PO Box 2971, Brighton 
BN2 2TT 

savage@easynet.co.uk 

Swansea People EF! 
do Green Action, 
Swansea Uni SU, 
Swansea, Wales 

TAPP (Tyneside Action 
for People & Planet) 
POBox ITA, 

Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 ITA 

tapp@newcastle54. 

freeserve.co.uk 


Wolves Eco Action 
do Wolves Hunt Sabs, 
Wolves Uni SU, 
Wulfruna Street, 
Wolverhampton 


York EF!. 

do York LEAF, PO Box 
323, York Y01 1RR 


SUPPORT 

GROUPS 


Acme Tat Supplies 
(protest-tat at cost price) 
do Leeds EF! 


Anarchist Black Cross 
(prisoner support) 
do PO Box 446, 
Sheffield SI 1NY 


Anarchist Teapot Action 
Kitchen 

Box B, Public House 
Bookshop, 21 Little 
Preston Street, 

Brighton BN1 2HQ 


Spirit of Freedom 
(Earth Lib. Prisoners) 
c/o Leeds EF! 

ear1hlibpri9oner@holmailoom 


PROPAGANDA 


Aufheben 
do POB 2536, 
Rottingdean Brighton, 
BN2 6IX 


Black Flag 

BM Hurricane, London 
WC1N3XX 


Corporate Watch 
(as for Oxford EF!) 
01865 791391 

iiBi@oon3creteAettiH^.oaiR 


Counter Information 
C/O Transmission, 

28 Kings St., Glasgow 
G15QP 


Do or Die (journal) 
do South Downs EF! 


EF! Action Update 
do Leeds EF! 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 


Genetics Update 
C/O GEN 


Green Line 
PO Box 5, Lostwithiel, 
Cornwall, PL22 OYT 
0B70 733 4970 


FINs - for a full list of 
free information 
networks (and more) 


London, NW5 2RX 


Peace News 
5 Caledonian Rd, 
London N1 9DY 


Smash Hits 

BMBOX 5538, London, 
WC1N 3XX 


OTHER 

CONTACTS 


Advisory Service for 
Squatters 
2, St Pauls Road, 
London N1 2QN 
0171 359 8814 


Anarchist Communist 

Federation 

do 84b Whitechapel 

High Street, London, El 
7QX 

Anarchist-Primitivist 

Network 

PO Box 252, 
Rickmansworth, 
Hertfordshire WD3 3AY 

Anti-Fascist Action 

BM Box 1734, London 
WC1N 3XX 

Anti-Quarry Action 
(AQUA) 

Kimberly Mill Park, 

King's Steignton TQ12 
3NR 

01626 363844 

Campaign Legal Group 
(self-training) 

43 Swan Meadow Road, 
Poolstock, Wigan WN3 
5BJ. 01942 513792 

Disabled Action Network 
3 Crawley Road, Wood 
Green, London N22 6AN 
0181 8891361 

DELTA 

C/O Leaf 

Earth Circus Network 
CREATE Centre, 
Smeaton Road, Bristol 
BS1 6XN. 0117 9250505 

EarthRights 
(env. law & right to 
protest advice) 

Law Centre Federation, 
Duchess House, 18-19 
Warren Street, London 
W1P 5DB. 

07071 225011 
earthriqhts@qn.apc.org 

Forest Action Network 
(as for Norfolk EF!) 
01603 611953 
fanuk@envirolink.org 

Genetic Engineering 
Network (GEN) 

(as for RTS) 

0181 374 9516 
l( qenetics@qn.apc.org 

GenetiX Snowball 
(open crop removal) 
One World Centre, 6 
Mount Street, 
Manchester M2 5NS 
0161-834 0295 

cp'etosTJAbaliJ^drflanQtcDLk 

Green Anarchist 
■ Network 

1 BCM 1715, London 
■ wCIN 3XX 

" Hunt Saboteurs 
Association 

PO Box 2786, Brighton 
BN2 2AX 

01273 622827 
hsa@qn.apc.org 

k Friends of MOVE 

PO Box 14129, London 
W12 8GR 


Industrial Workers of the A v 

World, Ca 

75 Humberstone Gate, c/c 
Leicester LEI 1WB Bri 

The Land is Ours 9Z 

(as for Oxford EF!) Bii 

01865 722016 R« 

office@tlio.demon.co.uk Th 

Legal Defence & La 

Monitoring Group nr 

BM Haven, London ” 

WC1N3XX 

0181 5337116 Cr 

Making Waves ®‘ ! 

(boats/training) 

POBox 1377, Sheffield 

S36 4BZ 01226 762359 2/ 
pp3mo@aol.com Fs 

London GreenPeace & 
McLibel Support 

Campaign Q1 

5 Caledonian Road, — 

London N1 9DX Fi 

0171 713 1269 F< 

info@mcspotlight.org d 

No Opencast 

190 Shepherds Bush 1! 

Road, London W6 7NL ' 
0171 603 1831 

Save the Hillgrove Cats G 
Box CB, 1 1 1 Magdelen - 
' Rd, Oxford S 

0121 632 6460 P 

; Schnews & Justice? ® 

PO Box 2600, Brighton, R 
\ E. Sussex BN2 2DX J- 

01273 685913 

Subvertise! 
do Box E 

1 1 1 Magdalen Road • 

Oxford 

0X4 IRQ J 

r; subs@vemify.i-way.co.uk E 

Third Battle of Newbury p 
PO Box 5642, Newbury, 5 
RG14 5WG 

07000 785 201 C 

thirdbattle@hotmail.com C 

Trident Ploughshares J 

2000 [ 

(anti-nuke direct 
disarmament) 

(as for Norfolk EF!) I 1 

01603 611953 ( 

reforest@qn.apc.org 1 

URGENT 

(greenbelt housing ; 

network) 

Box HN, 111 Magdalen i 
Road, Oxford 0X4 IRQ ‘ 
01865 721366 I 

info@urgent.org.uk < 

■ PROTEST CAMPS 1 

Aldermaston Women’s | 
Peace Camp (alt w/ < 

ends) i 

33 Heron Road, Bristol ( 
- BS5 OLT 

0117 939 3746/01703 
554434 

Arthur’s Wood 
- Behind Moat House, 
Atrincham Road, 
Cheshire. 07931931850 
i 01565 873 551 /07957 
993456/07979 361416 

Ashton Court Quarry 

- do Bristol FoE, 10-12 
Picton St, Montpelier, 

1 Bristol, BS6 5QA 

- 07970 423 834 


A SEED Europe 

PO Box 92066, 1 090 AB 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
+31-20 6682236 
aseedeur@antenna.nl 


Autonomous Green 
Action 

POB 4721, Station E, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 
5H9, Canada 


g Willow Ecovillage, 


Action For Social 
Ecology 

Box 34089, 10026 
Stockholm, Sweden 
ekologisten@usa.net 


Australian EF! AU 
PO Box 3163, South 
Brisbane 4101, Australia 
ef au@hotmail.com 


Coast Mountains EF! 
1472 Commercial Drive, 
Box 128, Vancouver 
V5L 3X9, Canada 
1-604-708 9660 


Czech Republic EF! 
Zeme predevsim! 

PO Box 237, 16041 
Prague 6, Czech Rep 
zemepredevsim@czn.cz 


Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, Eugene OR 
97440, USA 
+ 1-541-344 8004 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


AUTONOMOUS 

ZONES 


Ecodefence! 
Moskovsky prospekt 
120-34236006, 
Kaliningrad/ 
Koenigsburg, Russia 


Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17, 
33610 Tampere 61, 
Finland 

ransu@sci.fi 


FIN 

U mweltprojektwerkstatt, 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH, 
10965 Berlin, Germany 
+49-30 78913144 
ijTXfOAe@i±gfribertTgtcte 


Groene Front!, 

Postbus 85069, 3058 
AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
qroenfr@dds.nl 


Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, Zip 
Code 61046, Israel. 
03-516 2349 


Pobal An Dulra 
242 Sunset Drive, 
Cartron Point, Sligo, 
Eire +353 71 44348 
diarmo@indigo.ie 


Poland EF! 

PO Box 40, 43-304 
Bielsko-Biala 4, Poland 
+48-33 183153 
WBperta@prmmcstoigpl 


INTERNATIONAL 


Rainbow Keepers 
(Ukraine) 

PO Box 322, Kiev 
252187, Ukraine 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


Volunteers For Earth 
Defence 

1 89 San Antonio Ext 
SFDM, 1105 Quezon 
City, Philippines 


WHAT IS EARTH FIRST!? 

Earth First' is not a cohesive group or campaign, but a convenient banner for people who share similar philosophies to work under. Hie general principles behind the nan 
are non-hierarchical organisation and the use of direct action to confront, stop and eventually reverse the forces that are responsible for the destruction of the Earth and . 
inhabitants. The above contacts are autonomous groups that consider themselves to share these principles. The Propaganda sect.on lists non-EF! publications which v 
think are worth reading. International Contacts are entry points into that country’s own network of groups. Other Contacts arc ones whose aims and principles we agr 
with fully or in part, or groups that we think may be of use or interest to people. For groups web addresses visit www.k2net.co.uk/ef/ 

NEW ADDITIONS OR ALTERATIONS ARE SHOWN IN BOLD 


BULLDOZERS BANISHED 
AT TOYTOWN 

The camp at Toytown, set up to defend one of 
Cheltenham’s local green spaces from a Waitrose 
supermarket, closed down a few months ago but 
the campaign continues. 

Direct action is sometimes surprisingly little 
effort. On learning that the council were coming 
to level the site, five people came down to try and 
stop work. They climbed on the bulldozers and 
said to the drivers “Go away and take your 
machinery with you”. And to everyone’s surprise 
they did! 

As far as the campaign knows, there are no 
immediate plans for the bulldozers to reappear, 
but if and when they do, people will take the 
same action again. 

Contact Cheltenham EF! See contacts list. 

COMMUNITY TAKES 
OVER FROM CHURCH 

The Community Centre on Gloucester Rd in 
Bishopton, Bristol, has been occupied by its local 
users for several weeks now, after the Church of 
England, original owner of the premises, decided 
to replace it with a church. This despite the fact 
that there are 6 other churches in the area already 
and none of them are exactly packed out every 
Sunday. 

The residents of Bishopton are keeping up daily 
events catering for deprived people and offer the 
space to everybody for meetings and other 
activities. They have taken their struggle to 
London, with people chaining themselves to gates 
outside Lambeth Palace, and pressing the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to intervene. Help with 
the running of the centre is always welcome, as 
well as legal advice and donations. The case for 
possession of the centre will be in Bristol Crown 
Court 10am on April 19th - be there to show your 
support and put the pressure on. You can also go 
and tell the Planning Dept in the City Council 
what you think of them for giving consent to the 
change of use of the buildings. 

Contact 01 17 944 4401 


STUDENT OCCUPATIONS 

Earlier this month, over 200 students at 
Goldsmith's College, London, occupied the 
university’s administrative centre in response to 
the recent expulsion of eight students unable to 
pay their tuition fees. 

The action had the backing of the student 
union. Lectures were allowed to continue as 
planned and students to continue their work in 
the building. 

The occupiers built barricades and demanded 
the reinstatement of all expelled students, no 
further expulsions due to inability to pay fees, 
notification of the student union of any students 
not paying fees, the college to call on the 
government to increase funding for higher 
education and immunity for all students involved 
in the occupation. Seven days later they walked 
out, all of their demands having been met! 

This protest is one of many across the country 
in response to the assault on working students 
and free education. Occupations have also 
happened at Camberwell, where some demands 
were met, Guildhall, where all of them were met, 
and University College London where the 
occupiers were removed by police. Many of these 
campaigns have pointed out the parallels between 
New Labour's attacks on students and their other 
oppressive policies, including racist anti- 
immigrant legislation. 

ROAD RAGE IN ROSLIN 
VALLEY 

For over a year the Non Alignment Action 
Group (NA’AG) have been opposing plans by 
Midlothian Council to have a £20 million, 
privately financed road built through Roslin 
Valley, South of Edinburgh. The planned road 
would damage an SSSI and effectively destroy a 
part of Edinburgh's greenbelt. 

While the Council has been reluctant to start a 
public enquiry, campaigners are keeping the 
pressure on with monthly walks of the planned 
route. The next such walk is planned for the 4th 
of April. 

Contact 01968 675109 to participate in the 
route walks. 

General contact: NAAG 0131 448 2713 


Action Viar 


April 

early. Faslane. Arrival of HMS Vengeance. 01436 820 901 
10. Street Party in Brixton, in solidarity with the 121 
Centre (see article) meet at 121 Centre, 2pm 
10-1 1. Action Update Weekend, See box, below 
15-30. World wide days of action against genetix 

17. Silent Spring - local accountable GE test site 
trashings. GenetiX Snowball 0161 834 0295 

19. GcnetiX Snowball court case demo in London. 0161 
8340295 

18. National action at Hillgrove 0121 632 6460 

28. British Aerospace AGM action. CAAT: 0171 281 0297 
30. RTS Manchester, meet 12 noon outside Students 
Union on Oxford Rd, contact 07970 043 882 
May 

1. Anti fascist actions in the Czech Republic. See News 
in Brief. 

1. World Cannabis Day Demo in London. 

1. Resist Globalisation Action. Birmingham 0961 810356 
1-2. Bradford Mayday events. 

1.-9. Festival of Hope and Resistance in Preston, 
coinciding with the court case against Bread not Bombs 
Plowshares, contact TP2000 (contact list) 

15. International Climate Action Day. ASEED +31 20 
6682236 

16. Doing It In The North action number 4. Sheffield 

21. Annual General Meeting of Zeneca, the UK’s largest 
biotech company. Action details: 0161 224 4846. If you 
want to get a share, phone before 12 April 

22. Gene Free Jamboree in London - Info, entertainment, 
and action planning. Contact GEN 0171 281 4621 

24. International day of action in solidarity with Mumia 
Abu Jamal. 0171 326 0353. 

24. Tarmac AGM. Contact Notts EF!: 01 15 9585666 
27-30. Inter-Continental Caravan in Britain. 07970 896 736 
June 

18. Actions in financial centres around the world. In 
Britain it’s the square mile. Contact RTS. 0171 2814621 

July 

17. National action against Tannac. Contact Norfolk EF! 
August 

10. No GMO Rally in London, meet Hyde Park 1 ,30pm, 

Trafalgar Square 4pm 

September 

14 - 17 Action against arms exhibition, London. CAAT 
0171 281 029 


Prisoners 


This is by no means a comprehensive list of prisoners. 
For a full list and other info on earth and animal 
liberation prisoners, contact Earth Liberation Prisoners. 
See contact list. Or check out their new website: 
www.geocities.com/RainForest/Jungle/1664 

The cherry pie three. Homelessness activists doing 6 
months after being convicted of battery after throwing 
pies at the Mayor of San Fancisco. 

Rahula Janowski #1818075, c/o SF County Jail 8, E 
Pod 425 7th St., SF, CA 94103 
Justin Gross #1818071, c/o SF County Jail 8, B Pod, 
425 7th St., SF, CA 94103. 

The third man has not yet been incarcerated due to 
medical reasons. 

Ellenor Hutson. (Animal) Remanded for preparation of 
a probation report having been caught, on the run from 
charges relating to the No Opencast action in 1997, at 
the Crystal Palace eviction. 

Ellenor Hutson (FX2145),New Hall HMP and YOI 
Dial Wood, Flockton, Wakefield, W. Yorks, WF4 
4AX, England 

Lindis Percy. 9 months for repeatedly accountably 
breaking her injunction at Menwith Hill, the U.S spy 
base. 

Lindis Percy (CF9734), HMP Holloway, Parkhurst 
Road, Holloway, London, N7 0NU. 

When writing to Lindis you must write your name and 
address on the back of the envelope or postcard. 


Earth First! National Projects 

Last month saw three meetings to plan EF! national projects; an outreach project, a 
Summer gathering and a national campaign / series of actions. The following is a brief 
report on the upshot of these meetings. 

Outreach Project 

The ‘Blatant Incitement Collective’ (working title, formerly known as Not the Earth First! 
Roadshow) now exists 'to empower people to organise themselves without hierarchy, for 
radical action towards social ecological change, by sharing skills, knowledge and 
inspiration.’ So farthings such as direct action and climbing workshops, slideshows on 
radical cultivation and garden squatting, and earth education for kids, are looking likely. 
To get involved or offer things contact BIC c/o Manchester EF!. See contacts list. Next 
meeting: Saturday 8th May , 1pm at the Rainbow Centre, Nottingham. 

National Actions 

The chosen target is Tarmac with the first action to be held on the 17th of July this year. 
Contact Norfolk EF! See contacts list. 

Summer Gathering 

This meeting was attended by only 3 people, none of whom were willing to commit to 
anything more than a peripheral role. A further meeting will take place on April 1 1th in 
Leeds, to coincide with the EFIAU weekend. If there is no further interest then there will 
be no gathering this year. Contact National Gathering c/o Leeds EF!. See contacts list. 










ACTIONS AT 
ALDERM ASTON 

This weekend saw further evidence of the re- 
emergence of the anti-nuclear movement in 
Britain, as Trident Ploughshares 2000 activists 
from around the South-East, took part in protests 
against the manufacture of nuclear weapons at 
Aldermaston. 

In the evening of Saturday March 20th two 
people scaled the perimeter fence, hanging 
banners from the barbed wire and decorating the 
fence posts, before being escorted out by MOD 
police. Others planted rows of sunflower seeds 
alongside the fence. Sunflowers absorb radiation, 
lessening the impact of contamination from the 
base to the local environment. 

On Sunday morning protesters gathered outside 
the main entrance, blocking the entry of traffic to 
the base. They and MOD police were kept 
entertained by the first performance of the anti- 
nuclear play 'Monster' 

Contact: 01865-209294 or 01235 868319. 
TP2000: see contacts list. 


GLEN OF THE DOWNS 

On the 19th of March the High Court gave the 
go-ahead to widen the existing road through the 
Glen o’ Downs nature reserve near Dublin. 


Wicklow Count)- Council want to start work on 
the road but there is still the possibility of them 
being prevented if there is a Supreme Court 
appeal. More details on this will be 
known by April the 1 1th. 

A tree camp already exists in the valley 
and direct action may well be needed 
soon. 

Contact: 01 497 3773 
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The EFIAU needs your action reports 
(-200 words), articles, photos and 
feedback. Please send us them 
however small your action was. 
Contact us at: EFIAU, c/o CRC, 

16 Sholebroke Avenue, Chapeltown, 
Leeds, LS7 3HB. 0113 262 9365 
* <actionupdate@gn.apc.org> 
www.eco-action.org/efau 
Subscribe to email edition for free. 

EF! stickers £1 for 10 


CARBERTH HUTTERS 
ON ALERT 

After losing their case for possession in Stirling 
court, the low impact dwellers of the Carberth 
huts near Glasgow are keeping a sharp eye out for 
the bailiffs. So far none have been spotted, and an 
appeal against the court decision is being made. 
Legal aid for the appeal has been refused, so any 
help with fundraising would be much 
appreciated. A demo in the village is planned for 
May 29th. Also discussed is the launch of a 
Mutters Union, uniting and defending the 
interests of low impact dwellers throughout 
Britain. Contact: 0141 562 5640 

START EM YOUNG! 

Kids and parents of Chevassut primary school 
in I lulme, Manchester, have taken to direct action 
after a Secretary of State decision to close the 
school was made on Tuesday 16th March. The 
following morning, pupils, teachers and parents 
jointly blocked the road past the school for an 
hour before school started. The same action had 
taken place the Monday before, this time 
including a tripod and other local residents. 

Police were present but their instructions to clear 
the road were ignored. Subsequently it was 
decided by those involved to continue with the 
early morning blockades until the future of the 
school is secured. Contact 0161 2266814 

121 CENTRE UPDATE 

The 121 centre is still there after 18 years of 
squatting and almost 60 days of having been 
barricaded to resist the imminent eviction. 

Parties, a weekly cafe, meetings and video nights 
are still held. Action has been taken outside the 
centre with an occupation of the office of the 
head of Lambeth Council, a cafe on the High 
Street and a public Drink-In in defiance of a 
newly imposed ban on drinking in public for 
Brixton. 

On April 1 Oth at 2pm the action will be stepped 
up further with a Brixton Street Party for which 
many hands are needed in preparation and on the 
day. 

Help is greatly appreciated from anyone who 
can spare a few hours or days to help with the day 
to day running of the centre, and to sit in the 
building so it’s not empty when the coppers turn 
up. Contact 0171 274 6655 


DTI OCCUPIED 

On Wednesday 3rd March activists from the 
Simon Jones Memorial Campaign held tw-o 
protests in London. Simon was a casual worker 
who was killed on his first day of work at 
Shoreham Docks, having been forced off the dole 
and in to casual work. 

The first protest was staged outside the House 
of Commons to coincide with the debate on 
casualisation. People then made their way to the 
Department of Trade and Industry where they 
occupied its entrance lobby, demanding that 
Personnel Selection, the recruitment agency that 
‘found’ Simon the job, be prosecuted for his 
death. The entrance was blocked for an hour 
while employees enjoyed an extended lunch 
break and hundreds of leaflets were distributed to 
employees and passers by, many of whom 
expressed support for the campaign. 

Simon's death highlights the spread of low'-pay 
and casualisation across Britain; as a 
spokesperson from the campaign said: "If you 
want to kill someone, the easiest way to get away 
with it is to do it at work." 

Contact: Simon Jones Memorial Campaign, PO 
Box 2600, Brighton, E. Sussex, BN2 2DX 
www. simonjones. org.uk/ 

OI - NO! 

Quarry operators Pioneer Aggregates have 
begun blasting work to extend the quarry at 
Ashton Court into adjacent meadowland. A 
protest camp was set up last year to resist this and 
after months of activity it has now been taken 
down. It did not, however, go without a noisy 
exit. 

A week of action took place in early March. To 
kick it off, protesters visited Ian Wattle, Pioneer's 
planning manager, and translocated his lawn on 
to the pavement outside his house. The daffodils 
from his garden were planted in his car. 

Later on in the week, two people abseiled 100 
feet down onto a ledge in the quarry five minutes 
before the face was due to be blasted. They 
proceeded to pilch a tent, put up an official 
squatting notice, erect a dry stone wall and unfurl 
a banner reading ‘Ol-NOF Climbers had to fly in 
from Dublin to remove the protesters before 
blasting could continue. 

Disclaimer 

The EFIAU is not intended to incite any illegal 
activity. It is for the purpose of information only. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE EF! ACTION UPDATE’ 


Name: 

Address: 


From: EF! AU. c/o 
Cornerstone Resource Ctr, 
16 Sholebroke Avenue, 
Leed^ LS7 3HB 


Subscriptions cost a minimum of £5 for 12 issues. Send more if you can 
afford it so we can give free subscriptions to prisoners, etc. Cheques 
payable to Earth First! Action Update. Remember security; false names 
and a collect or c/o address arc advised. 



o 


If the circle is ticked then your subscription has run out - Please renew it NOW! 





First! is not a cohesive group or 
campaign, but a convenient banner for 
peopie who share similar philosophies to 
work un4er. The general principles behin4 
the name are non-hierarchical 
organisation an4 the use of 4i>ed action 
k to confront, stop an4 eventually reverse 
the forces that are responsible for the 
4estruction of the Earth an4 its 
inhabitants. 


(a)nfi-copyrigfrt - Photocopy and distribute 


is written by activists as a networking tool for activists. A different collective takes on its editorship for a year at a 
line with EFFs non-hierarchical principles. If you have done an action, set up a new group, or want to tell people about 
campaign, then send us an article (maximum 150 words). It doesn’t matter if it seems small to you; stories of 3 peopie sitting on 
digger are sometimes the most inspiring especially to people who aren’t part of a large group. The feature pages are also 
longer articles which will provide useful information for activists in the UK. For contact details see back page. 


SMASH GENETICS 
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The Monthly Round up of 
Ecological, snd Other, Direct 
Action from Around Britain 


“Give me a wildness whose glance no civilization can endure " - Henry David Thoreau 

STOP THE CROP! 


On Sunday the 18 of July the Stop the Crop 
rally against genetic engineering resulted in a 
farm-scale AgrEvo test site being destroyed. The 
rally was held near Watlington, in Oxfordshire 
and featured several speakers and musicians, 
some of whom urged the crowd not to trespass 
into the field! 

A soon as the speakers had finished, the several 
hundred protesters present calmly walked past a 
handful of police and into the crop. A few hours 
later, the greater part of it lay flattened and 
unharvestable, rendering the test useless. 

Thames Valley police seemed unsure how to 
respond. A few crop-pullers were arrested during 
the afternoon - all of whom were unmasked and 
isolated from the main crowd, and were therefore 
easier targets for the police. Physical attempts 
were made to free those who had been arrested 
but with no success. 

As people left the test site to return to their 
vehicles, the police became more provocative 
when, having sent for reinforcements, they linked 
arms and used horses to intimidate the protestors, 
closing in on the end of a line of people who were 
leaving the field. A mounted policeman lifted one 
woman by her hair, and in front of TV cameras it 


was made to look as if the jubilant and good- 
humoured crowd was an angry and violent mob. 

Most of the time, the police seemed more intent 
on filming the event than trying to stop the action 
taking place. They filmed people getting off the 
half-dozen coaches which arrived from all over 
the country. They filmed people listening to music 
and speeches. From a helicopter hovering over the 
test site they filmed people trespassing on the crop 
and pulling it up. What use they make of the 
footage remains to be seen, and several 
newspapers reported Thames Valley police's 
intention to "track down everyone they could 
find" and charge them with causing criminal 
damage. It seems unlikely that they will succeed 
in this however since most people were wearing 
identical white suits and masks and many had 
further disguised themselves with sun-glasses. 

One of the rally's organisers stated: "The people 
who were at Watlington on that hot July Sunday, 
varied though they were in age and aspirations, 
were united in one respect: they knew they were 
fighting a desperate, bare-handed battle in a one- 
sided war. Ranged against them were billion- 

dollar interests and a deaf government They 

knew that this was an historical moment - 


ordinary people driven to openly defy a law 
which protects capitalism and denies them their 
rights. Those who were there can be justly 
proud of their action. If challenged, most of 
them will, I suspect, be proud to say they were 
there and they played their part. It remains to be 
seen if the government takes note and finally 
listens to the will of the people." 

Prior to the rally a squat was established on 
the same estate. It features an organic garden 
and its existence raises the issue, demonstrates 
alternatives and annoys the land owner! 

Genetic Engineering Network: 0181 3749516 


The second big genetics action of the month 
was at Spital in the Street in Lincolnshire. The 
crop was trashed, but the action was marred by 
forty-six arrests. 

Unlike at Watlington two weeks before, the 
target was not one of the seven government listed 
farm scale trials, but a field of AgrEvo's GM 
fodder maize which already has consent to be 
grown throughout the European Union. This 
means that the government is under no 
obligation to inform the public, or other farmers, 
about where it is being grown and that it can be 
used in animal and livestock feeds. 

Around 80 people arrived onto the site masked 
up in white suits (which do a really good job of 
disguising body shape as well as preventing 
transfer of pollen) and took about two hours 
destroying much of the crop, until police 
presence started to reach uncomfortable numbers 
and the decision was made to leave. However, 
the escape route involved crossing a road, and by 


the time the bulk of the crowd had reached that 
point, a police line had formed. Attempts to keep 
together and de-arrest those who got grabbed 
were successful for a while but gradually the 
police began to capture more and more people. 

At this point a number of people broke through 
police lines, across the road and into some 
woods. 

Another mile across country, they managed to 
meet up with the convoy of getaway vehicles - 
however, all the vehicles had entered a field , and 
the local farmer moved in to block the exits. 

Some people still managed to get away by 
abandoning the vehicles and running along 
ditches and hedgerows for miles; others stayed 
with the vehicles and managed to smash through 
hedges to escape. But many of the drivers and 
passengers who for one reason or another were 
not on the action, got arrested. 

All 46 arrestees were charged with conspiracy 
to cause criminal damage (as well as criminal 


damage itself). They were kept in for two days to 
appear in court on the Monday, when all were 
released on bail except three who were remanded 
(two of which were released following an 
appeal). 

After the action the farmer claimed that the 
field was not GM after all but rather conventional 
maize, estimating the damage at only £2000. 
However, samples were laboratory tested before 
the action where they were confirmed to be GE, 
and further tests are taking place. 



News in Brief 


♦ Nottingham now has a forum for non -hierarchical 
direct activists. It's called NASA (Notts Association of 
Subversive Activists), and it meets on the first 
Monday of each month. A wide range of groups are 
attending: Earth! First, hunt sabs, local community 
struggles, Anarchist Communist Federation, anti- 
fascists, Movement Against the Monarchy, etc. 
Further details can be had do Notts EF! 

♦ The A30 DBFO road through East Devon, 
previously home to the Fairmile, Trollheim and 
Allercombe camps, opened secretly in the morning 
of the 6th August. The road builders are thought to 
have recieved a £500,000 bonus for opening in time 
for the eclipse. The first stage of the Ml 1 link road 
through East London opened two days earlier. If any 
actions took place, then no-one's told us! 

♦ Solidarios con Itoiz, the Basque group resisting 
the huge Itoiz dam project are planning a tour of 
Europe to spread information and to exchange ideas 
etc. You might remember an action a few years back 
where some construction cables were cut, setting 
back the construction of the dam for 9 months. They 
would like to hear from you - Solidarios@eusnet.org 

♦ Squall is back - Although it hasn't ever really gone 
away. The magazine has been publishing regular 
updates on its website since the last paper copy 
came out, but now a 16 page monthly mag will be 
published - Squall download, find it on their website 
at www.squall.co.uk 

♦ Things you can do in supermarkets... On the 6th of 
August 1999 Earth Liberation Front activists (Elves) 
entered the Waitrose supermarket on Northumbria 
Drive in Bristol and symbolically placed a large 
frozen turkey into a shopping trolley which was then 
allowed to defrost in the middle of the store. This 
dead bird symbolised the thousands of birds killed 
each year by the John Lewis Partnership (the owners 
of Waitrose) on their shooting estate in Hampshire. 

♦ ...And in Burger bars. At an anti-Macdonald's 
demo in Gloucester , a pantomime cow was arrested 
for going into Macdonald’s and saying MOO!!! 
Apparently this constitutes threatening behaviour 
and harassment., and the front of the cow was 
arrested on two charges. The back of the cow, 
despite not being cautioned, was also arrested. 
Maybe the police man thought It was a real cow and 
so only spoke to the head end! The front and back of 
the cow were held for some 6 hours, and deprived of 
food, as this cow only eats vegan, organic, gm free 
food and the dear old police apparently couldn't find 
any, but offered a vegan fried egg sandwich... nice 
try!! 

♦ Finland has the EU presidency this autumn, and 
big counter summits and demos are planned, in 
Tampere in in October and Helsinki in December 
(although the October one will be bigger because the 
middle of winter can get quite cold). Its on the 1 5th- 
16th October - main issues are immigration and 
police repression, since it is an EU security summit. 
finlandia@ecn.org 

♦ The Land is ours are holding their Autumn 
gathering between 3rd and 6th of September on 
Flying Pig farm, near Stroud in Gloucestershire. 

There will be a long term land squat starting 
immediately after the gathering. 01865 722016 


GM TREES DESTROYED 

Zeneca's plantation of genetically modified 
poplar trees, the only genetic trees left in this 
country after Derby University's apple trees were 
destroyed two years ago, have finally been killed. 
Some were ringbarked and others felled in an 
action timed to coincide with the start of a major 
conference about forest biotechnology in Oxford. 

Undoubtedly the research will be set back by 
years and the company has claimed that it is 
unlikely to attempt future plantings of GM trees in 
this country because of resistance. However, it 
also claims that 48 of the trees were mature 
enough to pulp for paper making at Domaine 
University, in Grenoble, France. 

There are no tree test sites left, but GM tree 
research takes place at several universities around 
Britain including Reading and Derby. Research is 
also taking place at tire East Mailing Horticultural 
Research Institute, the Oxford Forestry Institute 
and the Forestry Commission's Alice Holt 
Research Station. Key companies include Shell, 
Zeneca, Monsanto and International Paper. 

There was also a protest outside the Oxford 
conference, on the 14th of July, its opening day. 

geffcoalition@hotmail.com 07771 788 750 

BRISTOL STREET PARTY 

The Reclaim the Streets Party in Bristol, this 
July, saw a failed attempt by police to stop it 
happening. To begin with the police attempted to 
stop the march leaving the meeting point, where 
attempts by protesters to break through the lines 
resulted in several arrests being made. The police 
also seized the sound system, the food and drink 
and the volleyball net! 

Eventually however the crowd pushed the 
police back, and while the planned location was 
not reached, the crowd did manage to have a 
party, on the M32 in the centre of Bristol, 
completely closing it for 3 or 4 hours. Acoustic 
music made up for the lack of a sound system 
and, for 15 hours that day, a pirate radio station 
broad cast a variety of comedy sketches, 
propaganda, music and adverts for the street 
party. Police harassment continued with party 
goers and other passers by being allowed through 
police lines in to the party but not back out again. 

The organisers of the event described it as 'not 
just against the tr affic but against the whole 
system, supported by tire police, tire politicians 
and the media.' 

Contact Kebele Community Centre 0117 939 
9469 

URGENT CONFERENCE 

URGENT’, the Urban Regeneration and 
Greenfield Environmental Network, held a 
conference in Oxford on the 10th of July. 

Delegates with many different agendas came 
together to share ideas about the housing of the 
future and talk about what is going wrong now. 
There was discussion on how to make links 
between the homeless And those with alternative 
living visions, how to get round the prejudices of 
the planning system, and other topics. One of the 
organisers said "the whole event paved the way 
for greater networking to achieve the homes that 
communities, not construction companies, need". 

The action which was planned for the 12th, to 
follow the conference, was called off. However, 
the URGENT networking meeting, held at the 
conference 'decided to go for it in terms of mass 
mobilisations'. National protests will be put on in 
solidarity with local campaigns. 

Contact: info@urgent.org.uk or 01865 794 800 


RDII ACTION AT TARMAC EGM 

Seven activists had a top action at the Tarmac 
Extraordinary General Meeting on the 8th July. 
After attending Tarmac's meetings as shareholders 
since 1993, we were fed up with asking pointless 
questions and getting ''greenwash'' for answers, so 
decided to go for all out disruption! It was very 
liberating to not be distracted by feeling like we 
had to "justify" ourselves to them. 

Once in, our secret weapon was unleashed! We 
each had an opaque pop bottle full of organic 
comfrey and nettle plant feed which stinks worse 
than the Glastonbury loos. Before the meeting 
started, we rushed the stage and one woman 
drenched it, the Directors' Table and posh chairs 
with the stuff. The rest of us poured it all over the 
hall floor. Security bundled us out with one person 
receiving a cut eyebrow. 

The meeting was delayed for over half an hour 
as they tried to clean up and decide whether to 
have the hassle of moving halls. Meanwhile in the 
lobby. Tarmac's Chairman, Sir John Banharn, was 
spotted and had a jug of milk poured over his 
head, down his shirt and over his briefcase. 
Banham's words were "Oh God!" as the suited 
activist said "That's for trashing people's lives". 
Despite security threatening to call the police for 
assault, word came through to let him go. After 
this the meeting went ahead. We were extremely 
effective with such a small group - we delayed the 
meeting for over half an hour, humiliated tire 
chairman and made the Directors sit in slurry 
throughout their meeting. 

DUTCH ACTION CAMP 

Groen Front! (Dutch Earth First!), who have been 
organising resistance to the Betuwelijn high speed 
rail link between Rotterdam and the Ruhr are to 
hold a camp on-route from the 12tl\ - 18th 
September. The camp will take place in the 
squatted farms at 29 Wageningsestraat, about 200 
meters from the railway station Zetten-Andelst on 
the Tiel-Amhem line and directly next to the A15 
exit. The camp starts on Sunday at 18.00 hrs with 
an overview of what's coming up followed by 
direct actions on the planned Betuwelinetrajectum 
for the rest of the week. There will also be 
excursions to other anti-Betuweline squats in 
Meteren and Elst. There's the possibility of 
building and tunnelling if you feel like it and of 
course there's room for discussion and fun. 

For more info email groenfr@dds.nl, or call 0031 
6 26200729 or 0031 6 21995055. 

GENETIX SNDWBALL 

"The GenetiX Snowball action on the 5th August 
went remarkably well. We thought we would be 
joining the three people on remand at the Smash 
GenetiX action. But life is rarely that simple. 

The whole action was the normal mixture of 
surreal moments, humour and defiance which 
typifies snowball actions. Three of us arrived at 
6.30am and started trashing the site despite the 
injunctions. With this we left to take the bagged up 
plants to AgrEvils HQ at East Winch hall, Near 
Kings Lynn. They were totally phased, despite us 
sending them a open letter explaining why we 
were going to break their injunction. 

They had an impromptu press conferences where 
they tried to deny that the crop was GM until a 
journalist who came on the action pointed out the 
injunction signs around the site. 

Finally they allowed someone in to hand them 
the bag of GM oilseed rape our statements and 
their injunctions. The two execs that the person 
met were so uptight they could hardly breath. Any 
way we left and await our committal papers." 

Genetix Snowball: 0161 834 0295 
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Prisoner support is pretty dire within the UK radical ecological resistance movement. Whether an activivst gets much support or not, largely 
seems to depend on whether they are well known enough within the movement. Support and solidarity for those outisde of our movement, 
also fighting for social change and a more egalitarian future, get litde attention. These pages contain a guide for helping getting started writing 
to prisoners and a list of just some of the people currendy locked up for taking action. There is also a list of just some of the support groups 
that exist within the UK to support those imprisoned around the world and encourage practical solidarity, whether it be through letter writ- 
ing, lobbying parole boards, raising funds for someone's defence case or simply highlighting a prisoners plight. Write to any or all of the pris- 
oners listed, and you can also seek out more information from the support groups. Prison may no seem like it is going to be much of an issue 
to you, but for increasingly large sections of people, both widiin and outside of our movement it is a grim day to day reality they face. 


WRITING TO PRISONERS 

One of the main problems that puts people off getting involved in supporting prisoners is a feeling of being intimidated about 
writing to a prisoner for the first time. It is very hard to write a letter to someone you don 't know: people find that they don f t 
know what to say, they feel there are things they can V talk about , or think that prisoners won V be interested in what they have to 
say. Well this is a problem most of us have had to get over, so we've drawn up some suggestions to help you. Obviously these 
aren V rigid guidelines, and we don 't pretend to have solved all problems here. Different people will write different letters - 
hopefully the ideas below will be of some use. 

FIRST THINGS FIRST 

Some prisons restrict the number of letters a prisoner can write or receive, and they may have to buy stamps and envelopes, and prisoners 
aren't millionaires. So don't necessarily expect a reply to a card or letter. A lot of prisons allow stamps and/or s.a.e.s to be included with a 
card or letter, but some don't. Letters do also get stopped, read, delayed, 'diverted'. If you suspect something has been or will be nicked by 
the screws, you can send it Recorded Delivery, which unfortunately costs a lot but then they have to open it in the prisoners presence. Also 
you should put a return address, not just so the prisoner can reply (!), but also because some prisons don't allow letters without a return 
address. Of course it doesn't have to be your address, but be careful using PO box numbers as some prisons don't allow this either! 

WRITING FOR THE FIRST TIME 

Say who you are, and that you're from such and such a group if you think this is relevant. Some people reckon it's better to be upfront about 
your politics as well, to give prisoners the choice to stay in contact with you or not. 

Say where you heard about them and their case. The first letter can be reasonably short, maybe only a postcard. Obviously when you get to 
know people better you'll have more to talk about. If you are writing to a "framed" prisoner, and you believe them to be innocent, it helps to 
say so, as it gives people confidence to know that you believe them. 

Some people when they write to prisoners, are afraid to talking about their lives, what they are up to, dunking this may depress people 
banged up, especially prisoners with long sentences, or that diey are not interested in your life. Although in some cases this may be true, on 
the whole a letter is the highpoint of die day for most prisoners. Prison life is dead boring, and any news diat livens it up, whether it's about 
people they know or not, is generally welcome. Especially if you didn't know them before diey went to prison, they want to know about you, 
what your life is like etc. Use your sense, don't write about anything that is likely to get a prisoner in shit with die screws, or get you or 
anyone else in trouble with the cops. 

THEY'RE IN THERE FOR US, WE’RE OUT HERE FOR THEM 

For people imprisoned from our movements and struggles it's vital to keep them involved in the ongoing resistance - telling them about 
actions, sending them magazines if they want them, discussing ideas and strategies with them. Use your head though. Some people will just 
want to keep their head down till they get out. 

OTHER TIPS 

If you want to send books or magazines to a prisoner it is best to check the rules of the prison first, they all vary. Also write to the prisoner 
and find out if they want them. Some prisoners may not want inciting or subversive material sent to diem as it may get diem unwanted 
attention. 

Remand prisoner are usually allowed fairly regular visits of up to three people. Convicted prisoners are allowed less. To find out exact 
details, again, phone die prison. 

This was adapted from a leaflet produced by the Anarchist Black Cross. 


Further Prison Reading: 

Strangcways 1990: A serious disturbance. Available from AK Press, PO Box 12766, Edinburgh, EH8 9YE, UK. 

Live From Death Row and Death Blossoms. Both writings by death row prisoner Mumia Abu Jamal. Also available from AK. 

In the Strongbox. Pamphlet about life in strongbox cells in Parkhurst Prisons. Available from the Anarchist Black Cross (address overleaf) along with a 
wide range of other prison writings. 

The Prisoners Handbook. Pricey but useful reference of all the UK prisons and details of their regimes, overcrowding etc. 


Earth Liberation Prisoners, CRC, 16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB earthlibprisoner@hotmail.com 
www.geocities.com/RainForest/Jungle/1664 





PRISONER 


Some of our readers may be shocked by some of the things the following prisoners have done in the batde for a free 
world. We believe you do not necessarily have to believe in the particular tactics or politics of a fellow activist, 
revolutionary etc. in order to show solidarity and support. These people have been locked up for years, some in the 
most inhumane conditions by the same system we are fighting against. 


STANDING DEER, a Native American prison activist now in his late 70's, has been in super-max prisons for over 20 years. In 1978 he exposed a 
government plot to assassinate Leonard Peltier. In 1984 he went on a 42 day hunger strike with Leonard and another prisoner to draw attention to the 
inhumane conditions endured by prisoners at Marion Control Unit. He is not eligible for parole and has no release date.. Because of his prison activism 
the prison system refuses to recognise his Indian name. Robert H. Wilson #640289, Pack Unit One, 2400 Wallace Pack Rd, Navasota, TX 77869, USA. 

LENNY CHAVEZ a 36 year old AIM activist and Kiowa man, Lenny was cutting wood at his home when he was attacked by a right wing Aryan group member. The man grabbed 
Lenny’s chainsaw threatening him and all those in the property. Fearing for his and his family’s life Lenny drew his penknife and inflicted non-lethal injuries to the attacker. While the 
other man went free, Lenny was charged with attempted murder. Letters of support can be sent c/o South and Meso Indian Rights Center- SAIIC PO Box 28703, Oakland CA 
94694 USA email : saiic@igc.apc.org 

DENNIS BRUCE WALKER MIN245312, PO Box 656, Grafton 2460, NSW, Australia, an Aboriginal activist who got 5 years for an incident while trying to protect an aboriginal 
sacred site. Waiting for an appeal/seeking a retrial. 

MOVE, an eco-revolutionary group, were consistently persecuted by the Philadelphia police during the 70s culminating in the police firebombing of their commune in 1985. The 
‘Move 9' were framed for the murder of a cop and sentenced to the maximum prison sentence of 100 years each. In ‘98 Merle Africa died in very suspicious circumstances in 
prison. For more info contact: 'Friends of Move’ PO Box 14129, London, WC12 8GR, UK 
Debbie Simms Africa (006307), Janet Holloway Africa (006308), 

Janine Philips Africa (006309), SCI Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA 
Michael Davis Africa (AM4973), Charles Simms Africa (AM4975), SCI Grateford, PO Box 244, Grateford, PA 19426-0244, USA 

Edward Goodman Africa (AM4974) SCI Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200, USA. William Philips Africa (AM4984), Delbert Orr Africa (AM4985) SCI Dallas Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612, USA 

MUMIA ABU JAMAL (AM8335), SCI Greene, 1040 East R. Furman Highway, Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090, USA. , ex-Black Panther, radical journalist and MOVE supporter, 
was framed in 1981 for the murder of a cop and is currently on Death Row. His execution was set for August 1998 but has been temporarily stayed due to a massive international 
campaign. For more info contact: International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal -PO Box 19709, Philadelphia, PA19143, USA or see 
http://www.mumia.org/ Mumia has written two books while inside, 'Live from Death Row' and ‘Death Blossoms’, both available from AK Press 

BARRY HORNE VC2141, HMP Full Sutton, Moor Lane, York, Y04 IPS, UK 

Barry Horne was sentenced to a total of 18 years for arson at several premises on the Isle of Wight and attempted arson in Bristol. Currently recovering from his fourth hunger strike. 
For more details contact: ‘BHSC’ Box Mill Magdalen Rd, Oxford, OX4 4QA, UK www.animal-liberation.net/barry/index.html 

TONY HUMPHRIES AP7965, HMP Swaleslde, Brabazon Rd, Eastchurch, Sheerness, Kent, ME12 4DZ, UK. Sentenced in March to 7 years for conspiracy to cause explosions 
plus 2 years concurrent for possession of explosives. 

RODRIGO LOPEZ #EC 5409. HMP Birmingham Winson Groon Road Birmingham B18 4AS England. Sentenced to 12 months for violent disorder at Hillgrove farm, which 
breeds cats for vivisection. 

LARRY GIDDINGS-# 10917-086, PO Box 1000, Lowlsburg, PA.17837 USA- Anti-authoritarian prisoner jailed in 1973 for attempted expropriation, paroled in 1978 then re-arrested 
in 79 while attempting to liberate a comrade from prison. Doing multiple sentences of life in prison and 75 years with no known parole opportunities. 

BILL DUNNE -#10916-086, Box 1000, Marlon, IL.62959 USA Anti-authoritarian sentenced to 90 years for the attempted liberation of a prisoner in 1979 (with Larry Giddings - 
above). Bill was recontly transforrod back to tlio infamous Marion Control Unit. In the past he was .involved in the resistance against the regime there and among the most active 
prisoners In Marion. 

SILVIA BARLADINI -#05125-054, FCI Danbury, CT.0G81 1 USA Votoran left activist, who fought against Vietnam war and in support of the Black Liberation and Puerto Rican 
Indopondonco movements, Convicted of liberating Black Liberation Army prisoner Assata Shakur and of conspiracy against U.S. Govt.. Serving 43 years. In bad health due to 
qancor, thoro is a campaign to got hnr paroled <>i tmnlftrrod to hor native Italy, contact: Release Silvia -3543 18th Street, Box 30, San Francisco, CA.94110 

TOMASZ WILKOSZEWSKI -Zaklad Knrny.Ul.Clupngl 1, 03-016 Warsaw, Poland- Anti-fascist Sentenced to 15 years for the death of a fascist, killed during a confrontation 

PAVEL KROUPA - 4.3.1977, Vunlco Va/bn, Straz Pod Ralskom, 47127 Czech Republic-Anti-fascist activist recently jailed and charged with murder. Pavel was attacked by 5 
fnsclsl skinheads. Ho dofondod himself rind consaquently one fascist died. Czech comrades are appealing for financial support to help pay for Pavel's defence. If found guilty he 
could tuco llfo In prison, timid support to Unnoflt Support -Ivana Vranova, Bohunicka 19, 60000 Bmo (Tel. Borek-09425/339895) 

Czech. Anarchist Fedorstlon- PO Box fi, 15000 Prague 56 

OJORE N. LUTALO ■# 59860, CN-001, M.C.U., r ronton, NJ. 49444 USA - Black liberation activist and anarchist. Jailed in 1975 for expropriation, paroled in 1980 but re-arrested in 
1982 for an armed attack on a drug doolor t luntsnOid to 20 40 years. Held in the Trenton Management Control Unit, where political prisoners are isolated by the authorities in their 
attempt at stopping the spread of radical Ideas. 

MARK COOK -# 027100, B3-05, Wnnhlngton Stnto Reformatory, PO Box 777, Monroe,WA.98272 -0777 USA-Former Black Panther, Mark has been in jail for over 20 years as a 
rosult of actions (robberios for political funds and liberating prisoners) carried out by the armed left group the George Jackson Brigade. He is serving 2 life sentences plus 30 years. 
Ho Is still Inside bocauso ho rofusos to abandon his revolutionary and anti-racist views. His co-defendant, Ed Mead was released in 1994 and is fighting for Mark’s release. Contact: 
Mark Cook Freedom Committee- PO Box 85/63, tloutllo, WA 98145 -2763. 

MARK BARNSLEY WA2897, HMP Full Sutton, York, Y041 IPS, UK. Attacked when out with his family by a gang of drunken students, he has been fitted up for attacking them. 
Mark has been part of tho nnurchlst movement for yoars. Ho is refusing to admit guilt therefore parole is being refused. 

Justlco for Mark Barnsloy, do 145 149 Cardigan Road, Loods, LS6 1LJ, UK. snide@globalnet.co.uk 

ROBERT THAXTON # 1370036, Lano County Jail, 101 Wost 5th, Eugene, OR 97401. USA 

Charged with rioting, assault and attempted murdor nltur tho Juno 18th riots in Eugene. It seems the attempted murder charge was added to get him to plead guilty to the assault 



SUPPORT 


charge which has a minimum 5 year sentence. He can only receive hand written letters. 

SUNDIATA ACOLI - #39794-066, Box 3000, USP Allenwood, White Deer, PA. 17887. 

USA Former Black Panther imprisoned in 1969 with 13 others (Panther 21 case), for 2 
years without bail, until acquitted in 1971. Upon release, forced underground and joined 
Black Liberation Army due to police harassment. Sundiata was sentenced to life, plus 30 
years for murder in 1973 after a police ambush, at which a comrade and a cop were killed. 
One of the longest serving political prisoners in the world, he has developed tuberculosis. 
Sundiata spent 8 years in the notorious Marion Control Unit until campaigners forced the 
authorities to transfer him. For more info contact: Sundiata Acoli Defence Campaign -PO 


Box 5538, Manhattanville Station, Harlem, NY.10027 

SEKOU ODINGA - # 05228-054, 3901 Klien Blvd., Lompoc, CA.93436 USA -Former Black Panther. Later involved 
in clandestine activities of the Black Liberation Army (for 12 years) until capture. Sentenced to 25-life for 'attempted 
murder of police' (shooting over his shoulder while being chased and shot at by police) and also a further 20 years for 
the liberation of comrade Assata Shakur and the expropriation of an armoured truck. 

RUSSELL SHOATS-#AF-3855, SCI Greene, 1040 E.Roy Furman Highway, Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090 USA- 

Serving multiple life sentences since 1972 for Black Liberation Army actions. Russell is currently active in the struggle 
against control units. 

ALI KHALID ABDULLAH -#148130, Macomb Correctional Facility, PO Box 480999, New Haven, Ml 48048 USA- 

New Afrikan anarchist, prison organiser, founder of Political Prisoners of War Council (PPWC) a prisoners group active 
in Michigan prisons. Is serving time for taking political action against drug dealers. Also for 'redirecting' funds from 
capitalist ventures to community groups. Ali's writings are available from Sheffield ABC 

JOHN PEROTTI- #167712, SOCF, address currently unknown -Jailed for a $7 robbery when he was 19. Anarchist, prison organiser, jailhouse lawyer. Framed-up for an extra 12-15 
years for the stabbing of another prisoner in 1988 (he was in solitary at the time), as revenge for his activities. John was recently on hunger strike, demanding transfer out of SOCF 

where the screws and officials hate him. He called it off when it became life threatening, and now has kidney 
problems. John has written an account of his struggles called 'Down to the Wire'. For more info, contact: 

John Perotti Defence Fund -c/o 29 Steriochy Street, Findochty, Buckie, Banffshire, AB56 4PQ, 
(Scotland) 


£ RIS QI SE . RJV3TiCRPAY 
Prisoner Justice Day is an annual and interna- 
tional event commemorated in several coun- 
tries since 1976 when it was started in Canada. 
It is held in remembrance of all those who 
have died in prison whether through suicide, 
murder by prison officers or other inmates, or 
death because of neglect and brutality. 

This year there was a national demonstration 
on the 7th August, outside HMP Woodhill a 
control unit in Milton Keynes, used to house 
‘subversive” prisoners, who can be arbitrarily 
confined until they ‘progress’. 

On the 1 1th prisoners from around the country 
took various forms of action, including 24 
hour work and hunger strikes in solidarity with 
prisoners in Woodhill. 


♦ In Mexico in ‘95, at the Claya Prison, prison guards got 
a bollocking after 6 prisoners escaped by jumping over the 
wall using a trampoline during one of their keep fit 
sessions. 

♦ Jean Paul Barret was serving 33 years for forgery and 
fraud in Tucson, Arizona until his somewhat early release 
in December 91 when someone faxed a fake release order 
to the prison. Even though it lacked a code or a phone 
number, they bought it. It was believed that someone got 
hold of a real court order, tippexed out some of die 
information, copied it then typed in the false release 
order. It was three days until anyone noticed the mistake. 

♦ On 25 June 1 999, two asylum seekers detained in 
Campsfield Detention Centre decided to give themselves 
permanent admission to the UK, via a back window in 
the detention centre. One Russian and one Kosovan, 
scaled a 18 foot high fence, topped with 3 coils of barbed 
wire and disappeared into the country side. 


SHAKA SHAKUR- # 28443, Indiana State Reformatory ,PO Box 30, Pendleton, IN. 46064 USA-Black 

prison activist and organiser, sentenced to 30 years after being stitched-up for armed robbery. Spent many 
years in solitary confinement/Control Units. Was at infamous Maximum Control Complex, Westville until 
prisoners won lawsuit against conditions there. For more info: S:S.D.C. - PO Box 565, Madison, Wl. 53701 

WILLIE A. MILTON-# 561014, Rt.3, P.O. Box 59, Rosharon, TX 77583, USA.- Co-founder of the Texas 
Prisoners' Labour Union, the first of it's kind in the U.S. Facing severe repression due to his organising 
efforts. In particular, Willie and TPLU are attempting to provide evidence concerning the use of Texas 
prisoners as guinea pigs in experiments by biotech corporations and the U.S. military concerning Gulf War 
Syndrome. A disease with the same symptoms as GWS is currently reaching epidemic proportions in the 
Texas prison system. For more info, contact Willie personally or TPLU Office Operations-c/o Dwight L. 
Rawlinson, 2121 South 4th St., Waco, TX. 76706 

NIKOS MAZIOTIS was sentenced to 15 years in July this year for placing a bomb in the Greek Ministry of 
Industry, in solidarity with the islanders of Strymonikos who have been resisting multinational TVX-Gold's 
attempts to build a gold factory for over a decade. He claims that because of a warning phone call he wasn’t 
putting lives at risk. Long term anarchist activist, he was firstly arrested for refusing to do military service, but 
released after a 52 day hunger strike. Support campaign c/o Autonomous Centre of Kavala, PO Box 1456 
PC 651 10 Kavala Greece 


Prisoner support organisations 

Anarchist Black Cross National and international support network for class struggle and anarchist prisoners. 'Ihe Sheffield group produces both the 
newspaper Taking Liberties’ and a bi-monthly news bulletin. Both are essential reading for those interested in prisoner support and prison issues. The ABC also 
distribute a wide range of pamphlets and some books on prison issues, many of which are wri tten by prisoners themselves. 

For details of your local ABC groups contact Taking Liberties, c/o PO Box 446, Sheffield St 1NY 

Animal Liberation Front Support Group, BCM 1160, London, WC1N 3XX, UK, Support those imprisoned for their involvement in the struggle for animal 
liberation, www.animal-liberation.net/htinl 

Earth Liberation Prisoners , c/ o CRC, 16 Sholebrokc Avc, Leeds LS7 3HB E.L.P produces the free prisoner listings zinc ‘Spirit of Freedom’ which gives 
details of ecological, peace, indigenous, animal liberation and other prisoners. They also have a website. ‘Spirit of Freedom’ is largely financed out of a couple of 
peoples giros so donations are always needed in order to up distribution etc.www.geociric8.com/RainFore8t/Jungle/1664 carthlibprisoner@hotmaii.com 

Haven Distribution, 27 Old Gloucester Street, London, WC1N 3XX, UK. A free books to prisoners scheme, always needing books and magazines donated. 

Vegan Prisoners Support Group, PO Box 194, Enfield, Middx, EN1 3HD, UK. Remarkable work on getting vegan needs met in prisons and police cells. 
Currently doing a lot of work to get prisons to recognise the legitimacy of vegan toiletries for prisoners. Produces a newsletter. 

LPDC PO Box 583, Lawrence KS 66044, USA, Support group for Leonard Peltier, American Indian Movement member set up for the murder of two FBI 
officers at the battle for wounded knee, email: lpdcomitc@aol.com Website: http://www.mcmbcr6.xoom.com/frcepclticr/indcx.html 


‘civvy movem&ttffhcct dxre^ not Hippoit & zham/ mxyvejnevrff’ 

- Gjor&N luteder, c marchUt prisoner 






EF! CONTACTS AUGUST ‘99 


EF! Summer Gathering 
do Leeds EFI 
gathering99@iname.com 
(offers of site help to Norfolk 
EFI) 

Spirit of Freedom 
( Earth Lib. Prisoners ) 
do Leeds EF! 
earthlibprisoner@ 
hotmail.com 

PROPAGANDA 

Aufheben 
do PO Box 2536 

1 Rottingdean 

Brighton BN2 6LY 

Corporate Watch 
( see Oxford EFI ) 

01865 791391 
mail@corporatewatch. i- 
way.co.uk 

Counter Information 
do T ransmission 

28 Kings Street 

Glasgow G1 5QP 

Do or Die ( periodical ) 
do South Downs EF! 

Genetics Update 

C/O GEN 

Green Anarchist 

BCM1715 

London WC1N3XX 

Green Line 

PO Box 5, Lostwithiel 
Cornwall PL22 0YT 

0870 733 4970 

FINs - for a full list of 
free information 
networks & more, send 
SAE to: London FIN 
do 99 Torrinio Avenue 
London NW5 2RX 

1-Contact video 
network 

76 Mina Road, Bristol 
BS2 9TX, 

0117 914 0188 
l-contact@ 
videonetwork, org 

Peace News 

5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 9DY 

RadiX-europe wide DA 
video lending library 
do Projektwerkstatt 
Gostenf refer Hauptstr 50 
D-90443 Nuernberg 
Germany 

+49 (0)911 2875880 
RadiX@ 

pathfindermail. com 

Smash Hits 

BM Box 5538 

London WC1N3XX 

West Country Activist 
do PO Box 478 

Taunton TA2 7YR 
wca@conk.com 

OTHER I 

CONTACTS 1 


Arun Valley EF! 
do 1 York Road 
Littlehampton 

W. Sussex BN14 6EN 
01903 721615 
arunef!@radicalfluff. 
demon.co.uk 

Bath EF! 

do PO Box 426, Bath 
Somerset BA1 2ZD 

Bristol EFI 
do Box 51 

Greenleaf Bookshop 

82 Colston Street 

Bristol BS1 5BB 

0117 939 3093 

Cambridge EF! 

Box E, 12 Mill Road 
Cambridge CB1 2AD 

Cardiff EFI 
do Green Group 
Glamorgan Uni SU, 
Pontypridd, Mid- 
Glamorgan CF37 1DL 

Cheltenham EF! 

16 Portland Street 
Cheltenham 

Gloucs. GL52 2PB 
hq@chelt- 
ef.freeserve co uk 

Exeter Environ. Network 
PO Box 185 

Exeter EX4 4EW 

Fife EF! 

do 91 South Street 

St. Andrews 

Fife KY16 9Q 

01334 477411 

Glasgow EF! 

PO Box 180 

Glasgow G4 9AB 

Guildford EF! 

PO Box 217 

Guildford GUI 1WS 
fax 01483 203212 

Gwynedd & Mon EFI 

The Greenhouse 

1 Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 
1AX 01248 355821 
afu01b@bangor. ac. uk 

Hull On Earth 
do PO Box 43 

Hull HU1 1AA 

LEAF 

BoxZ, 13 Biddulph St. 
Leicester LE2 1 BH 

0116 210 7251 

Leeds EFI, do CRC, 

16 Sholebroke Avenue 
Leeds LS7 3HB 

0113 262 9365 
comerstone@gn. ape. org 

Liverpool EFI 

96 Bold Street 

Liverpool LI 4HY 

LuneAC (Lancaster) 
01524 593878 
luneac@joymall.com 

Manchester EF! 

Dept 29 

255 Wilmslow Road 1 

Manchester M14 5LW 
0161 226 6814 
mancef@nematode. 
freeserve.co.uk 

Mid-Somerset EF! 

PO Box 23, 5 High St. 
Glastonbury, Somerset 
BA6 9PU 


Norfolk EF! 

The Greenhouse 
42-46 Bethel Street 
Norwich NR2 1NR 
07931 308091 


Nottingham EF! 
do The Rainbow Ctr. 

1 82 Mansfield Road 
Nottingham NG1 3HW 
0115 958 5666 


Oldham EF! 

PO Box 127 

OLDHAM OL4 3FE 

Oxford Community Action 
Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd 
OXFORD OX4 IRQ 

Reclaim the Streets 

PO Box 9656, London 

N4 4JY 0171 281 4621 
rts@gn.apc.org 

Reclaim the Valleys 
do Swansea 
Environment Centre 

Pier Street 

Swansea SA1 1RY 

Reading Roadbusters 
R.I.S. Centre 

35-39 London Street 
Reading 

Berkshire RG1 4PS 

0118 954 6430 
roadbusters@dara. net 

Southampton EF! 

SUSU Pigeonholes 
Southampton University 
University Road 
Southampton SOI 4 
eco@soton.ac.uk 

South Devon EF! 
Birdwood House 

44 High Street, Totnes 
Devon TQ9 5SQ 

South Downs EF! 

PO Box 2971 

Brighton BN2 2TT 
savage@easynet. co. uk 

Swansea People EF! 
do Green Action 
Swansea Uni SU 
Swansea, Wales 

TAPP (Tyneside Action 
for People & Planet) 

PO Box ITA 

Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 ITA 

tapp@newcastle54. 

freeserve.co.uk 

Warwick EFI 
do Green Society 
Warwick Uni SU 

Coventry CV4 7AL 
suuad@ 

csv.warwick.acuk 

Wolves Eco Action 
do Wolves Hunt Sabs 
Wolves Uni SU 

Wulfruna Street 
Wolverhampton 

WV1 1LY 

York EFI 
do York LEAF 

PO Box 323, York 

SUITOR 1 
GROUPS 

Anarchist Teapot 

Action Kitchen, Box B 
Public House Bookshop 
21 Little Preston Street 
Brighton BN1 2HQ 

Blatant Incitement 

Project (outreach & 
small group support) 
do Mane. EFI 
doin'rt@nematode. 
freeserve.co.uk 


Anarchist Black Cross 
( prisoner support ) 
do PO Box 446 
Sheffield SI 1NY 


Advisory Service for 
Squatters 

2 Saint Pauls Road 
London N1 2QN 
0171 359 8814 


SQuat.freeserve.co.uk 


ALF Supporters Group 
BCM Box 1160 
London WC1N3XX 
1003021 61 6@ 
CompuServe, com 


Anarchist Communist 
Federation 
do 84b Whitechapel 
High Street 
London El 7QX 


Anarchist-Primitivist 
Network 
PO Box 252 
Rickmansworth 
Hertfordshire WD3 3AY 


Anti-Fascist Action 
BM Box 1734 
London WC1N 3XX 


Anti-Quarry Action 
(AQUA) 

Kimberly Mill Park 
King's Steignton 
TQ12 3NR 
01626 363844 


Campaign Legal Group 
( self-training ) 

43 Swan Meadow Road 
Poolstock 
Wigan WN3 5BJ 
0 1942 5 13792 


Disabled Action Network 
3 Crawley Road 
Wood Green, London 
N22 6AN 0181 8891361 


DELTA - 

Box 2, 13 Biddulph St, 
Leicester LE2 1BH 


Earth Circus Network 


open crop removal ) 


London GreenPeace & 
McLibel Support 
Campaign 
5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 9DX 
0171 713 1269 


London W12 8GR 


The Land is Ours 
( see Oxford EFI ) 
01865 722016 
office@tlio. demon.co.uk 


75 Humberstone Gate 
Leicester LEI 1WB 


Legal Defence & 
Monitoring Group 
BM Haven 
London WC1N3XX 
0181 5337116 


No Opencast 

190 Shepherds Bush Rd 
London W6 7NL 

0171 603 1831 

The Rational Trust, 
(Wilts, greenfields) 
do 21 Beaulieu Close, 
Swindon, SN5 8AQ 

0788 0592370 / 

0836 743581 

Save the Hillgrove Cats 
Box CB 

1 1 1 Magdelen Road 
Oxford OX4 IRQ 

0121 632 6460 

Schnews & Justice? 

PO Box 2600, Brighton, 
E. Sussex BN2 2DX 
01273 685913 

Solidarity Federation 

PO VBox 29, SW PDO, 
Manchester, M15 5HW 
0161 232 7889 

Subvertisel 
do Box E 

1 1 1 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 

OX4 IRQ 

subs@vemify. i-way. co. uk 

Third Battle of Newbury 
PO Box 5642 

Newbury RG14 5WG 
07000 785 201 
thirdbattte@hotmail. com 

Trident Ploughshares 
2000 ( anti-nuke direct 
disarmament ) 

( see Norfolk EF! ) 

01603 611953 
reforest@gn. ape org 

URGENT (greenfield 
housing network) 

Box HN, 111 Magdalen 
Road, Oxford OX4 1 RQ 
01865 794 800 
info@urgent. org. uk 


Aldermaston Women’s 
Peace Camp 
{ alternative weekends ) 
33 Heron Road 

Bristol BS5 0LT 

0117 939 3746/ 

01703 554434 

Ashton Court Quarry 
do Bristol FoE 

10-12 Picton Street 
Montpelier 

Bristol BS6 5QA 
07970*423 834 

Avon Ring Road Protest 
Camp 

do 84 Colston Street 
Bristol BS1 5BB 

0797 999 0389 

Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road Campaign 
The Spinney 

Turf Pits Lane 

Near Sutton Coldfield 
West Midlands B75 5T? 
07931 161 761 


Faslane Peace Camp 
Shandon, Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire 
Scotland G84 8HT 
01436 820 901 


Making Waves 
PO Box 1377, Sheffield 
S36 4BZ 01226 764279 
pp3mo@aol.com 


Cedar & Arthur’s Woods 
Meercat Protest Village 
Nr. Oversley Lodge Fm 
Altrincham Road 
Styal, Wilmslow 
07775 752160, 07901 
867584 


Friends of Lyminge 
Forest 

do 3 Abbott Road 
Folkstone, Kent CT20 
1NG 01303 257046/ 
265 737 / 0468 945595 
01436 820 901 
merlin@envirolink.org 

Gorse Wood 
(anti-A170 bypass) 
07957 915 977 

Hockley Housing 
(near Southend) 

01702 206181 

Park Nook Camp 
Liverpool 

0403176279 

Sellafield Women's 
Peace Camp 
(bi-monthly) Box Z 
( see Leeds EF! ) 

0113 262 1534 

AUTONOMOUS 

ZONES 

56a Infoshop 

56 Crampton Street 
London SE17 3AE 

Open 2-8pm Thurs & Fri 

Autonomous Centre of 
Edinburgh 

17 West Montgomery 
Place, Edinburgh EH7 
5HA 0131 557 6242 

A-Spire: autonomous 
zone 

( see Leeds EF! ) 
aspire@geocities. com 

Citizen Smith 

Old Community Centre 
161 College Road 

Kensal Green, London 
NW10 3PH 

07931 980534. 

citizensmithuk@ 

hotmail.com 

Kebele Community Ctr 
14 Robertson Road 
Eastville 

Bristol BS5 6JY 

0117 939 9469 

kebele@marsbard. 

com 

121 Centre (infoshop +) 
121 Railton Road 

Brixton 

London SE24 0LR 

0171 274 6655 

1 in 12 Club 

21-23 Albion Street 
BRADFORD, BD1 2LY 
01274 734160 

OKasional Cafe 
c/o Manchester EF! 

Worthing Anarchist Teapot 
PO box 4144, Worthing 
West Sussex BN14 7NZ 
t eapot@worthing. eco- 
action.org 

INTERNATIONAL 

An Talamh Glas 

4 Ashgrove, Seacrest 
Knocknacarra, Eire 
roberta@Jndigo.ie 


A SEED Europe 
PO Box 92066, 1090 Al 
Amsterdam, Netherland: 
+31-20 6682236 


Autonomous Green 
Action, POB 4721 , 
Station E, Ottawa 
Ontario K1S5H9 
Canada 
soy@igs.net 

Action For Social 
Ecology 

Box 34089, 10026 
Stockholm, Sweden 
ekologisten@usa. net 

Australian EF! AU 
ef au@hotmail.com 

Coast Mountains EF! 
1472 Commercial Drive 
Box 128, Vancouver 
V5L3X9 Canada 
+1 604 708 9660 

Czech Republic EF! 
Zeme predevsim! 

PO Box 237, 16041 
Prague 6, Czech Rep. 
zemepredevsim@ecn. cz 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, Eugene OR 
97440 USA 
+ 1-541-344 8004 
earthfirst@Jgc.apc.org 

Ecodefence! 

Moskovsky prospekt 
120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/ 
Koenigsburg, Russia 
ecodefence@alas ape org 

Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 
33610 Tampere 61 
Finland 
ransu@sci.fi 

FIN 

U mweltprojektwerkstatt 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH 
10965 Berlin, Germany 
+49 (0) 30 78913144 
umprowe@ 
jpberlin. berlinet. de 

Groene Front!, 

Postbus 85069, 3058 
AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
groenfr@dds.nl 

Green Action Israel 
POBox 4611, Tel-Aviv 
Zip Code 61046 Israel 
+972 (0)3 516 2349 

People's Global Action ( 
against WTO and 
neoliberalism ) 

+4122 344 4731 
info@agp.org 

Pobal An Dulra 

242 Sunset Drive 
Cartron Point, Sligo 

Eire +353 71 44348 

Poland EF! 

PO Box 40, 43-304 
Bielsko-Biala 4 Poland 
+48-33 183153 
wapienica@ 
pnrwi.most.org.pl 

Rainbow Keepers 
(Ukraine) 

PO Box 322, Kiev 
252187 Ukraine 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


Volunteers For Earth 
Defence 

189 San Antonio Ext 
SFDM 

1105 Quezon City, 
Philippines 


Action Groups arc local EF! contacts. Some of them arc active groups, some of them are aspiring towards this but need more people to get in touch. Some arc just people 

who will know what is going on direct action wise in their area. The Propaganda section lists non-EF! publications which we think arc worth reading. International 
C ontacts are entry points into that country’s own network of groups. Other Contacts arc ones whose aims and principles we agree with fully or in part, or groups that we 
think may be of use or interest to people. For groups web addresses visit www.k2nct.co.uk/ef/ 

New additions and alterations are shown in bold 


Action Diar j 


FUN AT FASLANE 

The Reclaim the Loch action against the 
development of the area around Loch Lomond, 
planned for July 3rd, didn't happen due to 
appalling weather and low numbers. 

Two actions have however happened at Faslane 
Peace Camp recently. On Sunday the 25 th of July 
a Union Jack flag was stolen from the base and 
burned. Two people were arrested for it, one of 
whom was charged while the second escaped. 

The second action was on Saturday the 31st. 
Three people from the peace camp entered the 
base and gatecrashed a private function in the 
officer' s mess. They stole a picture of a submarine 
and the base's environmental policies from the 
wall, which, when they were arrested, they 
claimed belonged to them and were allowed to 
keep! They were however charged with breach of 
bylaws. 

The council on whose land the peace camp lies 
has been involved in ongoing attempts to evict the 
camp. Since the elections it is now under new 
leadership and the eviction of the camp now looks 
unlikely. There is plenty going on at the camp 
however for which new faces are always 
welcome. 

Contact Faslane Peace Camp 01436 820901 

MORE GLOBAL DAYS OF ACTION 

Several groups are proposing that November 
30th be adopted as the next International Day of 
Action, along the lines of June 18. November 30th 
is the second day of the World Trade 
Organisation's Third Ministerial Summit in 
Seattle. People's Global Action (the network of 
grassroots struggles against the WTO) is meeting 
in India at the end of August to plan mobilisations 
against the conference. There will also be a 
caravan project similar to the recent 
InterContinental Caravan of Indian farmers, 
wending its way across North America to Seattle. 

Fairly independently, some people who 
managed to persevere with the June 18th email 
discussion email mailing list despite all the right 
wing shit and irrelevant postings that plagued it, 
have set up a new email list to co-ordinate 
resistance on this day. If you're on the internet 
you can join it from the website: 
http://no2wto.listbot.com Several groups in the 
UK are considering more local action on this date. 

Alternatively, the Canadian Postal Workers 
Union have proposed a day of action on May 1st 
2000, co-ordinated internationally be the 
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions. 

DECONTAMINATION LATEST. 

Harvest season is in full swing for genetic test 
sites - As far as we know there have been around 
46 test sites fully or partly destroyed so far this 
season, at least a third of the total number planted. 

Apart from the farm scale trials and the poplar 
trees reported elsewhere in the Action Update, 
actions have taken place recently at three sites in 
Scotland (Edinburgh and Aberdeenshire), three 
sites in Lincolnshire, three in Norfolk (including 
Greenpeace's motorised assault on a farm scale 
maize site), a genetiX snowball action in 
Hertfordshire, and one in Yorkshire. 

International resistance is also catching on. Two 
groups - the Lopi Loppers and the Cropitistas - 
destroyed commercial com crops in California at 
the end of July, claiming solidarity with British 
and Indian activists, while in France several test 
sites have been attacked. 

Report any similar actions to the Genetic 
Engineering Network: 0181 374 9516 


TR9ENT LABORATORY TRASHED 

At 7p.m on the 8th of June three women from 
Trident Ploughshares 2000 launched a boat in to 
Loch Goil and made their way to 'Maytime', a 
floating laboratory complex which tests the sonar 
signals from the Trident nuclear submarines. 

Having boarded the lab they paused to hang up 
banners and then gained entrance through a 
window. One of them handed out Toad after load' 
of computers, printers, monitors, fax machines, 
telephones, computer disks, papers, manuals, etc 
while the other two threw them all overboard! 

Inside the lab they found a cage which housed 
tire mechanism for the model submarine which is 
used for many of the tests. They cut their way 
through the cage and destroyed the three control 
panels for the winch and submarine by cutting 
electric wires and smashing the panels with an 
hammer. 

The women then tried to get into the control 
room for the vessel but were unsuccessful. Above 
the control room they cut an aerial antennae and 
superglued/liquidmetalled the moving parts of 
an outside winch. 

Having carried out this action the women 
displayed on a table their police statement, video, 
'Tri-denting It Handbook' and several photos of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. They then had a picnic 
and waited to be arrested. 

The action was carried out with due concern for 
safety - the lab was not at that time being used for 
any tests, and, before they damaged anything, the 
women made sure the power was turned off. All 
three of them are now on remand (see prisoners 
section) for 110 days but despite this the action 
was described as 'an amazingly liberating 
experience'. 

Trident Ploughshares 2000. 01603 611953 

TARGET TARMAC 

Huge police numbers managed to stop the 
'Target Tarmac' action from taking place at its 
chosen location at a quarry in the Peak District, 
but an action did still take place elsewhere later in 
the day. As the convoy of vehicles approached the 
quarry they were stopped and searched under 
section 60 of the 1994 Criminal Justice Act. After 
that, they were searched again just down the road, 
until eventually most vehicles had been searched 
three or four times, in what police made no 
attempt to conceal was harassment. At least two 
people were nicked for possession, one of drugs, 
the other of a baseball bat (which actually was 
intended for playing baseball!), and a few people 
did get briefly into a nearby non-Tarmac quarry 
and managed to disrupt work for a time. 

Wanting to get out of the area, several groups 
continued in convoy onto Manchester Airport 
where Tarmac are joint contractors. The fences 
were climbed with ease and activists clambered 
over the site's concrete making tower. Other 
machinery was occupied and the only remaining 
operational part of site - the lorry weighbridge - 
was occupied, shutting down the site. They stayed 
for a good half hour, until the police turned up in 
force. Some refused to leave until a pledge was 
made by the boss, in front of the workers, that 
they would all get full pay despite the protest. 

This was granted and so they left, visiting the 
camps and having a beautiful walk through the 
woods back to the vans. 

Another piece of news filtered through during 
the day. Some striking safety inspectors, who had 
been planning to come along on the action, told us 
that nearly every Tarmac Quarry in the country 
had been shut all day, just as a precaution! 


August. 

15. Smokey Bear’s Picnic, Southsea Common, 
Portsmouth 2pm (cannabis smokc-in) 

18- 23. Earth First! Summer Gathering Hulver 
Farm, St Michael South Elmham, Suffolk. Just 
off the A 144 between Bungay and Halcsworth 
(nearest train station) Site mobile: 07931 308091 
or contact Leeds EF! 

21. Save the Shamrock Monkeys; national demo 
noon outside Shamrock, at Henfield Road, Small 
Dole, West Sussex, Tel: 01273 298781 / 07020 
936956 

September. 

3-6 The Land Is Ours Gathering, Flying Pig 
Farm, Stroud. Sec News In Brief 
6-8. Seeds of Resistance, Cambridge 
11. Norwich RTS 0793 1308091 

11. Bath RTS Meet at noon at the Circus 

14- 17 Demonstrations against the Defence 
Systems Equipment International, Chertsey and 
London Docklands arms fair. Campaign Against 
The Arms Trade 01 7 1 28 1 0297 

22. Car-Free Day. Events planned in Lancaster at 
Least: luneAC@joymail.com 01524 593878 
28. Countryside Alliance marching on the first 
day of Labour Party Conference in Bournemouth. 
There’s going to be a counter-carnival - meet at 
1 Oam. Also GMO rally (focussing especially on 
animal feeds) - meet 2pm Meyrick Park 
October. 

12. Day of Solidarity with McDonalds workers 

16. International Day of Action against 
McDonalds 

16 Anarchist Bookfair, Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, Holbom, London 0191 2479249 

15- 17. Gathering Visions Gathering Strength III, 
Yorkshire. A gathering to bring together people 
from different movements c/o Yorkshire CND, 22 
Edmunds St, Bradford, BD5 OBH. 07971 
302412. GVGS3@hotmail.com. 

November 

2-4 Shut down the Copex arms fair Sandown 
Park.Campaign Against The Arms Trade 0171 
281 0297 

10. 4th Anniversary of executions in Nigeria - 
day of action against Shell. Contact Delta 
women’s activist gathering 

19- 21 Women speak out, a weekend gathering in 
London for women interested or involved in 
activism. 01422 844932 
Ziggy@anrk4u.freeserve.co.uk 


Prisoners 


When writing to prisoners you must put you 
name and address on the back of the envelope. 
Three women are on remand for a ploughshares 
action. See ‘Trident Laboratory Trashed’ article. 

Ellen Moxley, Ulla Roder and Angie Zelter arc 
all doing 1 10 days at HM Institution Cornton 
Vale, Cornton Road, Stirling, FK9 5NU, 
Scotland. 

Prisoner support: 01259 753664 / 01324 880744 

Gary Steven Lawson (known to many of us as 
ACAB) is on remand having been arrested, with 
outstanding warrants for assaulting the police, on 
the Smash Genetic Engineering action (see front 
page article). 

Gary Steven Lawson, CV6001, Lincoln Prison, 
Greetwell Road, Lincoln, Lincolnshire. 









DEATH MARCH 

On the 25 th July 40 people marched through 
Bude in North Cornwall to protest against Britains 
largest mink farm. Woodview Farm is 10 miles 
down the road from Bude town centre. The event 
went well with protesters wearing black with 
death masks and carrying banners and a black 
cardboard coffin with furs covered in fake blood 
hanging over the sides. The march lasted 
approximately 2 hours covering almost 3 miles of 
roads in the heart of Bude, stopping people in 
their tracks (window shopping) with the sound of 
the bell that was being carried to signal the 
approach. The police were good natured at the 
event until the coffin entered the local 
Conservative Club at which point they stepped in 
and ordered us to leave the establishment 
standing guard at the doors until we had passed. 
The event ended with a demo at the farm in 
Youlstone. 

ARTHUR'S WOOD 

The campaign against Manchester's second 
runway has been going on the offensive this 
month with a string of actions against the key 
players in the development. On the 7th of July 
there was an occupation of the National Trust's 
head offices in London. The trust own Arthur's 
and Cedars wood, which the Airport wants to fell 
because it would interfere with the radar for the 
new runway. 

The next week a banner was hung from on top 
of Manchester City Council's (majority share 
holders in the airport) Town Hall. 

The campaign was in court on the 23rd 

August for Cedar Wood's eviction order, 
c ° There will be an appeal against the court's 
3 5 verdict but at the moment the airport can 
go ahead and evict Arthurs Wood and 
g © Cedars Wood as soon as they like. 

A banner was hung outside the court (on 
» » the court building). Security came out and 
° Er said "get down" so the banner hangers 
° ™ finished what they were doing and then 
c_ o got down! Four police vans turned up but 
£ after being told that it was just a peaceful 
2. ^ protest, they left. A little while later a 
fl j -1 small group of protesters, getting bored 
because the court was keeping them 
waiting, stopped the traffic on Deansgate 
(big main road in centre of Manchester) for a bit 
until it was nearly time to go in. 

So, roll up, roll up and wheel on down for 
evictions in Manchester's beautiful Styal 
Woods 

Camp Mobiles: 07775 752160, 07901 867584 


PROTEST CAMP NEWS 

Birmingham Northern Relief Road. 'The 
Spinney' camp at Milestone Plantation on the 
proposed route of the Birmingham Northern' 
Relief Road is no more. On the 18th of June police 
arrived at the camp with search warrants, told the 
occupants of the site that they were trespassing 
and gave them one hour to leave or be arrested. 
There were only two people at the camp, others 
having gone to London for the June 18th protests, 
both of whom left the camp to get their dogs to 
safety. The police then made a bonfire out of 
equipment belonging to the protesters. 

Six people went on to establish a new camp at 
Brick Lane Covet. Sadly they only lasted for 3 
days and nights before police, accompanied by the 
landowner, turned up and threatened to arrest 
everyone if they did not leave. The occupants left 
and were then searched in connection with 
criminal damage (in the form of a hole in the 
ground!) at the Spinney. 

Contact 07931 161 761 

Avon Ring Road The campaign against the 
Avon Ring Road has started petitioning against 
plans for infill development since 'just 
concentrating on the road has alienated a lot of 
people and is not the whole issue'. Direct action 
was taken against the road last Spring in the form 
of 7 people locking on to a digger, 6 of whom 
were arrested, with 1 woman doing a week in 
prison as a result. The protest camp was evicted in 
June but more direct action looks likely in the very 
near future and more bodies are, as ever, needed 
for this. 

Contact 0797 999 0389 

A170 Bypass. Gorse Wood camp exists to resist 
construction of the bypass, planned to run from 
Chelmsford towards Southend. A public meeting 
is scheduled for the 20th of August and a route 
walk for the 19th of September. 

Contact 07957915 977 

Hockley Housing. A new camp has been set up 
against the proposed construction of 66 luxury 
homes on 11 acres of ex-greenbelt land at Hockley 
near Southend. The site is next to a designated 
wildlife area. People are desperately needed, as is 
equipment for the camp. 

Contact: 01702 206181. 
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Contact us at: EF!AU, c/o CRC, 

16 Sholebroke Avenue, Chapeltown, Leeds, LS7 
3HB. 0113 262 9365 
<actionupdate@gn.apc. org> 
www.eco-action.org/efau 
Subscribe to email edition for free. 

EF! stickers £1 for 10 


KETTS REBELLION- 450 YEARS ON 

On Saturday 10th July, to commemorate the 
Ketts Rebellion 450 years ago. The Land is Ours 
(Anglia region) occupied the grounds of an old 
hospital on the outskirts of Norwich. With the sale 
of the site imminent, activists set up camp on this 
area of prime greenbelt land to stop a piece of 
natural countryside falling into the hands of 
developers. 

The NHS Trust won a possession order at the 
High Court on Thursday 22nd July to evict the 
protesters, but this only fanned flames of public 
hostility towards the site owners as TLIO 
campaigners received a groundswell of support 
from local residents at a public meeting, which 
was organised by the protesters. Locals vowed to 
carry on the fight to preserve the site for public 
use, unanimously backing TLIO's intention to 
apply to Norfolk County Council for the site to be 
granted village green status. Under the 1965 
Commons Registration Act, in order to get village 
green status, it would have to be proved that the 
land had been used for recreational purposes 
continuously for 20 years. 

The procession on the way to Bishopsgate High 
Court followed the direct route of the Ketts rebels, 
when 20,000 landless labourers took over the City 
of Norwich, in August 1549. 

STREETS RECLAIMED IN NEWCASTLE 

In spite of drizzle and grey skies and a 
previously unsuccessful attempt at blockading 
traffic four years ago, crowds of car busters came 
out in force on June 12th in the centre of 
Newcastle. After over two months of late-night 
meetings, flyposting, fundraising parties and 
spreading the word, about two hundred people 
gathered at the two public meeting points - with 
only four policemen and a van in sight. In an act 
of military precision, each group set off at 
synchronised times with windso-ks and whistles 
and miraculously came across a bloke up a tripod 
blocking four lanes of traffic on Moseley street. 
Following an initial scuffle with baffled police 
who waded in and nicked the sound system, the 
street was transformed for three hours by fire 
jugglers, saxophone and guitar players, 
drummers, dancers and banners. The BBC news 
reader warned drivers that "a wigwam had been 
erected in the city centre" causing traffic chaos in 
and around Newcastle. Seven people were 
arrested during the afternoon for criminal offences 
such as attempting to tie a banner to a lamp-post, 
and held for forty-six hours. Plans are afoot for 
more parties in the streets. . . 

Contact TAPP: see contact list 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE EF! ACTION UPDATE 


Name: 


Address: 


From: EF! AU. c/o 
Cornerstone Resource Ctr, 
16 Sholebroke Avenue, 
Leeds, LS7 3HB, England 


Subscriptions cost a minimum of £5 for 12 issues. Send more if you can 
afford it so we can give free subscriptions to prisoners, etc. Cheques 
payable to Earth First! Action Update. Remember security; false names 
and a collect or c/o address are advised. 
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The Monthly Round up of 

Ecological and Other, Direct 
Action from Around Britain 


“We few, we happy smelly few... .History will treat us kindly.” 


(COLUMBUS - YA BASTA! 


While Latin American and Spanish 
heads of state celebrated the "discovery" 
of the Americas on October 12th, hun- 
dreds of other groups across the world 
organised protests to highlight the reality 
of the conquest: over 500 years of profit, 
plunder and oppression. Indigenous 
groups like the Zapatista communities in 
Chiapas, Mexico, are resisting the latest 
form of colonialism. 

Multi-national corporations who are 
more concerned with the appearance of 
political stability and financial profit than 
the livelihoods of the Chiapaneco people 
are the new Columbuses, perpetuating 
the colonial drive for cheap labour, ex- 
traction of resources, promotion of West- 
ern products and collaboration with local 
elites. 

ACTION I 

To mark Columbus day, Latin Ameri- 
can ballroom dancers took to the fore- 
court of auditors KPMG in Bristol. As 
the dancers ruffled their pink feathers 
and ran through their steps 'The Easton 
Cowboys’, who recently returned from 
playing football with the Zaptistas, 
kicked a ball about. When activists were 
asked by the police to explain what their 
next move was the dancers responded 
with an in-depth account of what dance 
steps would be following. 

A banner proclaiming "Our resistance 
will be as transnational as capital" was 
hung from the roof of KPMG. Mean- 
while staff inside were treated to an 
office occupation. Activists succeeded in 
entering the building undetected. One 
group headed for the roof, while a second 
group leafleted workers before being 
ejected from the building by police. 
Workers were reluctant to discuss the 
companies dealings with Nestle, Aero- 


tivists, footballers and dancers left. 

The group then blockaded the newly es- 



tablished Nestle cafe in the Broadmead 
shopping centre. A banner was placed in 
front of the cafe and coffees were paid for 
with monopoly money. Leaflets, monop- 
oly money and dodgy share certificates 
were given out to the customers. Two ac- 
tivists managed to scale the outside of the 
Broadmead centre -vith a farmer and could 
be heard by all who entered the shopping 
Mall explaining why they were there. Po- 
lice finally moved people after half an hour 
threatening arrests for obstruction. 
ACTION 2 

Activists in Newcastle visited their local 
Nestle factory . While some blockaded the 
entrance with a banner reading "Solidarity 
Is Strength", others walked through the 
gates towards the offices. One perturbed 
security guard tried to catch up with them, 
and was especially irate when three women 
entered the sweet factory, "breaking health 
and safety regulations" and "putting them- 
selves at risk". After giving leaflets enti- 
tled "Nestle and Columbus: Partners in 
Crime" to workers and slipping others into 
the company's newsletters. They demanded 
to speak to the factory manager. In re- 
sponse to his comment that they had no 
right to 


First! is not a cohesive group or 
campaign, but a smelly banner for 
people who share similar dreadlocks to 
work under. The general principles 
behind the name are non-hierarchical 
organisation and the use of special 
brew to confront, stop and eventually 
reverse the forces that are responsible for 
the destruction of the Earth and its 
inhabitants. 


"just wander onto the site and do whatever 
we liked", they reminded him that this is ex- 
actly what Nestle is doing in Chiapas and 
hundreds of other countries around the 
world . The cars on site were also leafleted, 
including a police car. 

ACTION 3 

At 6.30 in the morning, a visit was paid 
to the financial director of Nestle UK in 
York to have a chat about the situation in 
Chiapas. Unfortunately, his wife answered 
the door and insisted this was no longer his 
address. The group left and headed to the 
main factory in the UK, a mile or so from the 
house. Some activists had already entered 
the factory. A fire alarm was set off, and 
leaflets explaining the situation in Chiapas 
and also encouraging sabotage action were 
given to workers inside the complex. A 
banner was held with Nestle: Out of Chiapas 
written on it. Police arrived and warned the 
group not to visit the house of the financial 
director again or the group would be ar- 
rested. Some of the group decided to make a 
run for it into the complex and got into the 
main office building and padlocked the 
main entrance with Nestle’ s own padlock, 
causing some tailback and hopefully delay of 
work, although it wasn't long before they 
opened it again. The group decided to leave 
at about 9.30. 

ALSO... 

A 60-strong demonstration chanted slo- 
gans at the US Embassy in London, in pro- 
test at its state-sponsored terror in Latin 
America. 

The Zapatistas have called for a continental 
gathering in Belem, Brazil, this December. 
The host organisers welcome all European 
groups to take part in the Encuentro. Details 
from: www.ezln.org 


cnar.e and Zeneca. After three hours ac- 
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News in Brief 


♦ Chinese President Jiang Zemin's state visit 
vas disrupted by Free Tibet and other human 
ights groups. Police tried as hard as possible to 
irevent the President seeing anything 
Dffensive - banners and flags were confiscated 
and several arrests were made. Free Tibet's 
campaign director commented ‘It is clear that 
the Chinese government’s most successful 
export has been its methods of suppressing 
free speech.’ 

♦ In Finland on 26.9.99 the main Finnish road 
building office was burnt down in Porvoo, about 
40 km east of Helsinki. 

♦About eight hundred concerned citizens 
protested on 16th October against the 
I development of a Fortress Europe. The 
demonstration was part of the international 
Counter-Summit held in Tampere, Finland 
which aimed at creating more co-operation 
between non-governmental grassroot 
organisations in Europe. Two protesters were 
arrested, one for trying to improve one of the 
EU flags. 

♦After a 3 week trial, 3 women from Trident 
Ploughshares 2000 were acquitted of causing 
criminal damage to a Trident laboratory. The 
sheriff instructed the jury to acquit as the 
women had shown that Trident could be illegal 
and the women therefore had lawful excuse. 

The CPS Is appealing to a higher court, but if 
upheld then this decision could start a 
precedent. A Tory spokesman said that the 
judgement would “encourage pacifist loonies 4 . 

♦ URGENT AGENDA FOR EFI WINTER 
MOOT 

Preparations for the winter moot are under. 
There has been some response to a call for 
agenda contributions but we want as many 
people's thoughts and ideas on this as 
possible. The last winter moot was a 
response to a particular sense of crisis in 
the EFI network, and this year there is no 
obvious topic/s to be working on. We 
demand people's thoughts on thisl Please 
email wintermoot@yahoo.com with 
suggestions, by December 10th . 

The next meeting will be in Manchester. 

Ring Mane EFI for details nearer the time. 

♦ Southampton has a new squat cafe! 

Platform6 

C/o 6, Kent House 
Kent Street 
Southampton 

Email: platform6@angelfire.com 

♦ On 9th September an anonymous tip-off 
alerted Faslane peace camp that the MoD 
computer system had failed, making for easy 
access to the base. Three are facing malicious 
mischief and breach of bye-laws charges. 


INCINERATOR CLIMBING 

There are plans afoot in Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne to expand a rubbish-burning incinera- 
tor from processing 25,000 tonnes of crap 
a year to 200,000 tonnes. People who live 
near the incinerator in Byker all hate the 
stench and dust which it spews out, so of 
course they weren't asked about it. A local 
group, Campaign Against Incinerating 
Rubbish ( CAIR ) has been set up. To pub- 
licise the issue, on 20th October a group of 
people in white costumes climbed up onto 
a platform fifty feet up the incinerator, and 
unveiled large banners which read 
‘Burning Rubbish Kills’. Others videoed 
the action, and those with local accents 
presented their case to the local media. Po- 
lice were called and threatened people with 
breach of the peace, which just showed as 
usual that they don't know what that means, 
and protesters happily ignored them. After 
a cold hour, joking about and doing a radio 
interview through a walkie-talkie, they did 
photo poses and then carefully descended, 
with no arrests. 

Contact: CAIR of TAPP. 

HOCKLEY EVICTION ALERT! 

On the 19th October, Country side Prop- 
erties gained a possession order for the site 
occupied by protestors at Hockley. The 
threatened site, situated between two Sites 
of Importance for Nature Conservation 
contains highly endangered protected wild- 
life such as bats and great crested newts. 
Ironically the developers Countryside 
Residential, are corporate sponsors of the 
Essex Wildife Trust, as are local planning 
authority, Rochford District Council. 

Plans to build new houses for private 
ownership gained approval from Rochford 
District Council this summer despite 
claims of errors in the planning documents. 
Campaigners plan to appeal the possession 
order and there is a 7 day stay of execu- 
tion, but ultimately an 
eviction is likely soon. Contact: Campaign 
Against Silly Houses 01702 206353 
(office) 0831 717815 (site Mobile) 


DISCLAIMER: These pages are in no way 
meant to encourage you to rant, rage or re- 
volt. Please start your xmas shopping now, 
and plan how to spend your lottery win- 
nings. 


“We are seeking an explanation for this 
‘progress ’ that goes against life. 

We are demanding that this kind of 
progress stop, that oil exploitation in the 
heart of the Earth is halted, that the delib- 
erate bleeding of the Earth stop... 

We ask that our brothers and sisters from 
other races and cultures unite in the strug- 
gle that we are undertaking... 

We believe that this struggle has to 
become a global crusade to defend life. ” 

- Statement of the U’wa people, 1998 

ACTIONS FOR THE U’WA 

The U'wa are a totally unassimilated 
indigenous community fighting to protect 
their culture and homeland in the cloud 
forests of Colombia from oil drilling. The 
U'wa are so adamantly opposed to oil de- 
velopment that they have vowed to commit 
mass suicide rather than allow their lands 
to be desecrated. Regardless, on Septem- 
ber 2 1 the Colombian government granted 
a drilling permit to U$ oil company Occi- 
dental Petroleum. 

Activists in 20 cities, ( 1 0 countries) 
around the world chose Oct 12th, the anni- 
versary of the European invasion of the 
Americas, as a day to take action on behalf 
of the U’wa. Banners were hung, consu- 
lates stormed, demonstrations held in cities 
ranging from Prague to San Francisco and 
a solidarity statement was made from the 
Narmada Valley Satyagraha. 

The U'wa have put out a call for 
supporters to take whatever action possi- 
ble, magnifying the U’wa message till the 
world is forced to listen. International con- 
tact: Rainforest Action Network in San 
Francisco, rags@ran.org, www.ran.org. 


PRESMENNAN WOODS - 
CAMP BEING SET UP 

A camp is about to be set up in Presmen- 
nan Woods, bodies and tat are needed 
now! It was thought that this beautiful an- 
cient woodland on the east coast of Scot- 
land was saved after a previous camp and 
sustained no-compromise local campaign 
halted the cutting of trees. But now 300 
trees are due to be felled this winter, begin- 
ning in November, to be sold as timber by 
A & J Scott. Contact: 01368 850630 for 
details. 


HOY YA TOMAHAWKS OWER ERE HINNIES! 

Kind readers, we welcome you to the new editors and implore you to let us 
knaa if owt happens doon your way. Please phone, post or e-mail us if you do 
any actions against the global capitalist scum system. Also please tell us if we 
dee owt rang or irritating. Ideas and MONEY gratefully received, we won't 
spend any of it on dog. GAN CANNY, next edition will look forward to the 
Venereal Bede's miscalculated millennium and how we can celebrate a 

„„t knaaine his sums. ANY IDEAS? HA WAY LETS BE CREA- 


THAT DAM WHEEL 

On 26 ,h October, eight people from 
‘Solidarios con Itoitz and Narmada UK 
evaded security and climbed up the 
‘Millennium Wheel’, in London. They un- 
furled banners with the slogans ‘Stop the 
Dams!’, ‘Free Narmada, Free Itoitz!’ and 
k Let the Rivers Run Free’. All eight were ar- 
rested on suspicion of criminal damage. 
(None had been charged as we went to 
print). They explained their action in a com- 
munique which we partly reprint below: 

“By taking action on the Millennium Wheel 
we are rejecting an irrational and 
wasteful "development"-based system, which 
does not hesitate to spend millions of pounds 
on fatuous spectacles while denying dispos- 
sessed millions the chance to live on the eve 
of the Third Millennium." 

"For many years we have seen how the ten- 
dency of capital is to concentrate population 
in large conurbations to the detriment of ru- 
ral areas, which have become more and more 
deserted. Rural Areas are transformed into 
resource-zones for large-scale transport in- 
frastructure, production centres for energy 
and industrial agriculture, or for the accumu- 
lation of raw materials to satisfy the needs of 
large cities. 

One of these raw materials which has be- 
■r>me more and more valuable is water, 
which is accumulated in gigantic reservoirs, 
flooding town:., valleys, traditional cultures. 
Through these dams the powers that be con- 
trol at their whim as indispensable a 
resource as water, they speculate with it 
squandering public money in order to 
promote corrupt private business interests, 
deceiving the public with hypothetical irriga- 
tion schemes and putting in grave danger the 
population living downstream. Emblematic 
examples of this type of 'development- 
driven infrastructures are the Itoitz reservoir 
(the Basque Country) and Narmada (India)” 

CIRCUS KING THUGS 

On 27 th October 7 people from Sheffield 
protested outside the gates of Circus King, 
which uses animals. Sheffield has placed a 
ban on animal circuses within its city limits. 
After about an hour one member of the 
group was on his own when a car sped to- 
wards him across a grass verge. The driver 
got out and threatened the person he had 
tried to run over. All of this was filmed. 

As the protesters walked up the road three 
masked men ran up behind them and threw a 
bucket of disinfectant over them. Several 
members of the group then sustained blows 
to the head. The video camera was seized 
thus destroying any evidence against the at- 
tackers. Undeterred, protesters returned to 
picket the next day. Contact Sheffield EF! 
for more info and GIVE CIRCUS KING 
HELL WHERE EVER THEY GO!!!! 


McPROTESTS 

The 1 5th annual Worldwide Anti- 
McDonald's Day on October 16th [UN 
World Food Day] saw protests take place 
in 23 countries against the promotion of 
junk food, the unethical targeting of chil- 
dren, exploitation of workers, animal cru- 
elty, damage to the environment and the 
global domination of corporations. There 
were also some events on October 1 2th - 
an annual day of solidarity with McDon- 
ald's workers. This stems from the death by 
electrocution at work of crew member 
Mark Hopkins in Manchester on October 
12th 1992. 

In the UK, London Greenpeace picketed 
McDonald's in The Strand, Central Lon- 
don. 40 people participated and over 4000 
leaflets were handed out. Other protests 
occurred outside stores including those in 
Doncaster, Nottingham, Oxford, Aberdeen, 
Nottingham, Wolverhampton, Cambridge, 
Leeds, Brighton, Birmingham, and South- 
ampton. 

On Oct 2nd, McDonald's were com- 
memorating the 25th anniversary of the 
opening of their first store in the UK, in 
Woolwich, South East London. Undermin- 
ing this event, and celebrating 25 years of 
growing opposition to McWorld, activists 
held up '25 yrs of McJunk'. and 
'McDonald's Guilty - Exploiting Workers, 
Destroying The Environment, Murdering 
Animals' banners. They also handed out 
4000 leaflets to passers-by. The global 
campaign against McDonald's currently in- 
cludes a 310-day continuous residents' oc- 
cupation of the site of a planned new store 
near Kingston, South London. 

CUNTRYSIDE ALLIANCE ON TOUR 

This year the tweedy army of inbred aristo- 
crats and lackeys has visited several cities in 
the UK in a desperate attempt to convince 
people that their pastime is not barbaric and 
medievally cruel, but a necessary part of 
country life. 

Opposition to the tour has been vigorous 
and brave. At the Labour Party Conference 
Countryside Alliance March 16,000 pro 
hunters marched, and 250 anti hunt protest- 
ers made a counter demonstration outside. A 
small group of protesters was followed after 
the march by hunt scum baying for blood. 
The activists went to ground in a pub, leav- 
ing some time later when the pack had got 
bored and gone home. 

Several thousand hunt scum gathered in 
Newcastle with banners reading ‘Don’t make 
us start another civil war’. A group of activ- 
ists achieved a banner drop from a multi sto- 
rey car park above the marchers’ rallying 
point. Other protesters wore fox masks to 
face the hordes of hunt scum, whose most 
intellectual response was an act of indecent 
exposure. 


Action Diary 


NOVEMBER 

1. Fox Hunting Season starts. Contact: 01273 
622827 

2-4. Shut down COPEX arms fair Contact CAAT 
0171 281 0297 

5. Torch Trident, Faslane Naval Base. Details 
01436 820901 

5. London Day of Action in the City against Nat 
West. Meet Liverpool St. Station, Bishopgate 
exit, 11am. Details: 01223 476596 

6. Demonstration, Mumia Must Live! 2pm 
Trafalgar Square, London. See Centre Page. 

10. International Day of Action against Shell (4th 
anniversary of Ogoni hangings). Contact: 
MOSOP 0171 737 1550/ 0181 678 9605 

11- 12. Wintermoot general and agenda meetings. 
Manchester. Ideas for the agenda welcomed. 

0161 2266814 or wintermoot@yahoo.com 

12- 14. Aldermaston Women's Peace Camp, 
'Remember and Disarm'. Details: 01179 393746/ 
01222396563 

12-19. 'Raise your Banners', Festival of political 
song and arts, Sheffield, Details: 0114 2495185 
13. Day of action against fur traders, in London. 
Meet Trafalgar Square, 11am. Start of National 
Week of Action against the Fur Trade Details: 
0171 278 3068 

19-21. 'Women Speak Out', Workshops for 
women interested/ involved in activism. Contact: 
WSO 01422 844932, ziggy@anrk4u.freeserve.co. 
uk 

20. Demonstration in Sheffield Against WTO 
talks. First of several. Contact Sheffield EF! 

27. International No Shop Day. Details: Enough! 
0161 2266668 

27. Close down Campsfield Detention Centre. 
Contact CAGE, c/o Notts EF! 

28. National Demonstration at Shamrock Farm, 

12 noon. Contact Save the Shamrock Monkevs, 
PO Boc 3090, Brighton, BN1 3QU 

29. WTO ACTIONI Doin' it up North Meet at 1 
in 12 Club, Bradford, 7pm. For social and action 
next morning. Contact Penny, 01422844710. 

30. International day of action against the WTO 
and global capitalism. Contact: www.agp.org. or 
info@agp.org 

DECEMBER 

1. Prisoners for Peace Day. For list of prisoners 
and campaign pack contact: War Resisters 
International, 5 Caledonian Road, London, N1 
9DX; warresters@gn.apc.org 
21/22 Solstice party on Twyford Down to mark 7 
years since Yellow Wednesday: 01248 750539 

25. Bernard Matthews Picnic. Contact W. 

Norfolk Animal Rights: 01553617521 

26. Anti-Hunt demonstrations. Contact: 01273 
622827 


Prisoners 


Onofrio LoVcrso received a 12 month sentence on 
29/9/99 for violent disorder at the June 18th. Camiva, 
Against Capital in London. Letters in Italian especially 
welcome. 

Onofrio LoVerso - TC 3014 

HMP YOI, Remand centre, Bedfont Road, 

Feltham, Middlesex, TW13 4ND 

Robert Thaxton has been given seven years in prison 
for second-degree assault and noting on June 1 8th in 
USA. Hopefully Ihe unusually stiff sentence will be 
overturned on appeal. 

Robert Thaxton #1370036, Lane County Jail, 101 






CLOSE DOWN CAMPSFIELD 
IMMIGRATION PRISON 

Campsfield is the UK’s biggest Immigra- 
tion Prison, run for profit by Group 4. 200 
people are held there behind a twenty-foot 
high, razor wire topped fence. Campsfield 
operates as a high security prison. 

27th November is the 6th anniversary of the 
opening of Campsfield, so there’s a big 
demo. It will be a celebration of diversity, 
with music, dancers, street theatre and 
colour from different cultures, to say that 
refugees are welcome here! Many of the 
people locked inside Campsfield have seen 
nothing of the UK but airports, cells and 
Group 4 vans. They are constantly told they 
are not welcome, that people here don’t want 
them. Many are worn down to accept volun- 
tary deportation. To hear people on the out- 
side on their side makes a real difference. 

So bring music, colour, decorations, imagi- 
nation and messages of hope! Meet 1 1:20am 
on St Giles (Comer with Beaumont St, post- 
code 0X1). Bring 

transport (and help give people lifts!) or £2 
for the bus. Demo starts 12 noon, front gate, 
Campsfield House. 


ST? 


HOW TO GET THERE: 

By Car: From London leave the 
M40 at Exit 9, onto the A34 towards 
Kidlington. Come off to join the 
A44 North towards Woodstock. 
(From Oxford leave the Ring Road 
at the A44) Turn right for Oxford 
Airport, and right again at the sign 
for Campsfield House. By Bus: 

Take Bus 2B,C, or D from Oxford 
City Centre (outside Debenhams) to 
Langford Lane. 

MORE INFORMATION- contact 
the Close Campsfield Campaign: 

Tel: 01865 557282; e-mail: asy- 
lum@sable.ox.ac.uk 


GET A JOB! 

In response to the increasing presence of 
corporate nasties at our universities, there has 
been a recent flurry of actions at various ca- 
reers' fairs and talks. In Manchester, one per- 
son cuffed themselves to a British Aerospace 
display to make sure he could stay and inform 
everyone of the sordid truth about BAe. This 
was followed by disruption at a swanky Shell 
affair where activists offered attendants 'Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire', with a carrot, a ten- 
ner and even £20 available for the correct an- 
swers about Shell's ethical policies! In New- 
castle, students attending a Nestle careers 
presentation were treated to an alternative 
perspective of the company by protesters. 
Feeling the students were generally not inter- 
ested in Nestle ’s exploitative policies the 
group left in the interval (after reclaiming 
choccie freebies to give to local kids homes). 

WASTE DISPOSAL CAMPAIGN 

Residents of Gartocher Terrace in Glasgow 
are fighting to stop businessman William 
Combe putting a waste disposal site in their 
street. Combe has a £180,000 contract with 
Glasgow City Council. Over the last few 
months, the campaign has involved police col- 
laboration with Combe and the harassment of 
residents. Residents have fought back vigor- 
ously, blockading Combe’s site on more than 
one occasion. The campaign would welcome 
help from anyone who is interested. 

Write to The Residents, Gartocher Terrace, 
Glasgow 032 UFi£, tei. 0797 99836 223. 

Give your views to Mr William Combe at 
1 17 Hamilton Road, Glasgow, G32 9QW, tel. 
0141 778 2117. Business address 57 Daldowie 
Rd, Mount Vernon, Glasgow, tel. 0141 771 
2187. Or contact Mr Gelthorpe, Head of Plan- 
ning, Glasgow City Council, tel. 0141 287 
5721 and ask what his dept is doing. 


Contact us at: EF!AU, P.O. Box 1TA 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne NE99 1TA 
0797 4791841 
<actionupdate@gn . ape . org> 
www.e co-action.org/efau 

11 edition for free. 


Counter Information 
c/o Transmission 
28 King St 
Glasgow 
G1 5QP 



ACTION AGAINST AFCEA 

At the time of writing, we’d had the fol- 
lowing report from AFCEA, the private 
high-tech arms fair in Surrey, driven out of 
Belgium by activists just like you! 

On the 27th there were several actions 
and arrests in London. The plush Renais- 
sance Hotel was entered and witnessed a 
die-in, with three women locking on. 

Cisco Systems had their offices occupied. 
As well as helping Bono with his Netaid 
they’re also exhibiting at the arms fair. 

POLICE GO WILD AT 
VEGGIES PARTY 

October 16th saw the party marking the 
15th Anniversary of Veggies Catering 
Campaign. However, at about 12.20am, in 
a totally unrelated incident, police had 
been seen nearby arresting, jostling or 
threatening 2 youths. One of Veggies 
guests, concerned by this incident went to 
find out what was happening and was ar- 
rested himself. Seeing a friend & colleague 
now involved, another woman went to ask 
why he had been arrested and was herself 
assaulted and arrested, without any reply oi 
caution. At this point the few police in at- 
tendance felt a need to assert themselves 
and called for 'Emergency Back-up'. 

Within a minute 23 police cars and vans 
had begun to arrive. One man was on the 
road struggling tc avoid a rain of baton 
blows. On Sunday evening this person w^s 
in hospital with a fractured skull and many 
stitches. He was released from nospital on 
Sunday evening straight into police cus- 
tody and charged with violent disorder and 
assault on police officers. In total, 12 were 
arrested; 9 of whom appeared in court on 
22nd October. 8 were bailed to 4th No- 
vember, mostly charged with obstruction. 

1 charged with violent disorder bailed til 
December 3rd. 3 others, had already been 
bailed to return to police station in mid- 
November. 

More witnesses URGENTLY needed Con- 
tact: info@veggies.org.uk 
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TERRORISM AND THE DIY ACTIVIST 


A new Prevention of Terrorism Bill 
is making its way through Parliament, 
and looks set to become law in 
Autumn. It extends the laws which 
have been misused against the 
Northern Irish people to the rest of the 
UK population, with some added 
vagueness for good measure. * 

A key problem for activists is the 
under-definition of terrorism. The new 
definition is “the use of serious vio- 
lence against persons or property, or 
the threat to use such violence to in- 
timidate or coerce the Government, the 
public or any section of the public for 
political, religious or ideological 
ends.” Terrorism will also mean the 
use or threat of using action which cre- 
ates a risk to the health and safety of 
people. In the light of the media hys- 
teria about ALF and RTS, this means 
virtually any activist is at risk of being 
classed a terrorist some of the time. 
Note also police comments about 
feeling threatened in protest or evic- 
tion situations. 

What does ‘serious’ mean? What- 
ever they want it to mean. And 
‘Violence to property’ - what, like 
breaking animal snares or digging up 
GM plants? GM crop-pullers will be 
classed the same as the Soho nail 
bomber. 

There are other worrying elements in 
the bill. People supporting struggles 
abroad ( like the Zapatistas or the 
Kurdish resistance in Turkey ) will be 
included. There is a danger that 
refugees from oppressive regimes will 
become a legitimate target of the po- 
lice merely because they support the 
overthrow of that regime. 



The main points for activists to note 
about the Bill, are the proscription of 
organisations, the power within ‘cordoned 
areas’ and the new powers of stop and 
search and detention. 

Proscribed Organisations 

Membership of a proscribed organisa- 
tion can carry a 10 year sentence, support 
for such an organisation also being an of- 
fence. An organisation can be almost any- 
thing, however informal or small. Support 
could mean something as ordinary as 
wearing an ALF T-shirt! 

Cordoned Areas 

Any policeman can declare any area cor- 
doned if it’s deemed ’expedient’. Anyone 
who doesn’t leave the area is open to a 3 
month prison term. (Adjacent premises 
are included in the cordoned area. Note 
also tents and vehicles are defined as 
premises.) 

New Powers of Stop, Search and Detain 

Anyone can be stopped and searched on 
the grounds of ‘reasonable suspicion ‘of 
involvement in terrorist activity (see 
above.) Such a person can be held for up 
to 48 hours without anyone being told, 
including solicitors. The period can be 
extended to 7 days, following a hearing in 
the detainee’s absence. 


The Monthly Round up of 
Ecological and Other, Direct 
Action from Aroun 4 Britain 


Earth Hist! is not a cohesive group or 
campaign, but a convenient banner for 
people who share similar principles to 
work under. The general principles 
behind the name are non-hierarchical 
organisation and the use of direct action 
to confront, stop and eventually reverse 
the forces that are responsible for the 
destruction of the Earth and its 
inhabitants. 


Sympathy with terrorism is also 
vaguely defined. Knowing about things, 
using other people’s property, handling 
money and so on, are all offences. The 
wording of the Bill is ambiguous and 
open to misuse through interpretation. 
The thinking behind the Bill is clear 
enough. It seeks to extend the state’s 
powers by redefining as much activity 
as possible as ‘terrorism 4 , thus making 
everything from fluffy protest to full-on 
direct action vulnerable. 

A number of public meetings and 
demo’s will be happening throughout 
the country in the next few months. 
Contact: your local activist group, or 
Protest Forum, Flat 7, 10a Airlie 
Gardens, London, WAS 7AL. 0171 727 
0590. www.blagged.freeserve.co.uk/ 
terrorbi 1 1/index.html 


MayDay 2000: conference 

An energetic, super sexy, post J 18/ 
Seattle, ideas generating gathering for 
anti-capitalist, anti-state visionaries(i). 
Over 22 cities plan to take part in May- 
Day 2000 international weekend of 
party and protest against capitalism. 

( April 28th-May 1st ). What would you 
like to see at the London Conference? 
Class struggle. Art. Radical History. 
Direct Action. Race. The Planet. 
Sexuality. Capitalism. Women.. .Bring 
ideas to the Planning Conference 
(10.30am onwards), evening 
entertainment- Saturday 12th February, 
Pullens Centre, 1 84 Crampton St, 
London. (Nr Elephant & Castle). 0208 
3745027 www.freespeech.org/ 


The EF! AU is written by activists as a networking tool for activists. A different collective takes on its editorship for 
a year at a time, in line with EF!’s non-hierarchical principles. If you have done an action, set up a new group, or 
want to tell people about a campaign, then send us an article (maximum 150 w 7 ords). It doesn t matter if it seems ^ 
small to you; stories of 3 people sitting on a digger are sometimes the most inspiring especially to people who aren t 
part of a large group. The feature pages are also available for longer articles which will provjdejusefuljn^ 
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News in Brief 


♦ An American conglomerate is negotiating to 
purchase rights to over 700 square km around 
Eppawala in Sri Lanka. Their plan for this home 
to thousands of villages, half a million rural Sri 
Lankans, pristine forest, countless endangered 
species, and extensive 2000-year-old 
archaeological monuments? They want to turn it 
into a gigantic phosphate strip mine. 

♦ Genetically modified food giant, Monsanto, 
has banned GM food from its own staff cafeteria 
at the company's headquarters at High 
Wycombe, Bucks. A company spokeswoman 
confirmed that Granada Food Services, which 
provides catering, had stopped serving food 
containing GM soya and GM maize after 
customers expressed concern. Monsanto 
denied it was an embarrassment to have GM 
banned at the head office of a firm 
manufacturing GM crops. 

♦ The Gartocher residents in Glasgow held 2 
successful demos/ actions on 14 and 18 
December - on 14th they occupied the 
Shettleston police station for 10 hours! - ring the 
residents on 07979 836223 for details. 

♦ McDonalds have struck a deal with the 
teletubbies to market McShit in the states with a 
'Teletubbies Hugs' campaign. Sell-outs! 

♦ On 25 tf ' Jan, the trial began in Lancaster for 
the women who disabled the testing equipment 
and painted slogans on a Trident submarine 
when it was in Barrow in Jan/Feb last year. It is 
continuing as we go to press, with lots of local 
support work and even a piece of land, squatted 
by women next to the court building! Contact the 
Friends Meeting House (tel Adrian 01524 
62971) or the camp mobile 07881 970 518 

♦ The Ramblers' Association has won its case 
over the footpath that runs across the estate of 
millionaire anti-semite Nicholas Van 
Hoogstraten. The RA proved the 100-year-old 
footpath crossing the estate had been blocked 
by various obstructions, rendering it impassable 
for over a decade. The bad guys were fined 
£1,600 for two counts of blocking the footpath 
illegally, and ordered to pay costs of £3,500 

♦ Witnesses are required who were outside 
Euston station during the evening of 30 u ' 
November, ( N30 ) and were detained against 
their will, assaulted, or saw any police abuse. 
Contact: N30 c/o Gareth Crossman, 21 Tabard 
St, London, SE1 Also, anyone who saw a male, 
orange top, black pants, 6ft. assaulted 7-7.15 
pm - by the police. Call 0850 751575 or contact 
RTS or GEN 

♦ A campaign to get all McDonald's ads banned 
by the Independent Television Commission is 
being launched. This is on the grounds that the 
High Court judgment that McDonald's 'expoit 
children' and that their food has been promoted 
as 'nutritious' when in fact rt is linked to heart 
disease. Contact McLibel 


Pyro-Pixies 

The Earth Liberation Front (E.L:F.) 
has claimed credit for a fire on Decem- 
ber 25th, which destroyed Boise Cas- 
cade's regional headquarters in Mon- 
mouth, Oregon. Boise Cascade has been 
active in deforestation practices in the 
Northwest ( USA) A communique sent 
by the E.L.F. stated. "Early Christmas 
morning elves left coal in Boise Cas- 
cade's stocking. Four buckets of diesel 
gas with kitchen timer delay destroyed 
their regional headquarters. ..Let this be 
a lesson to all greedy multinational 
corporations who don't respect 
ecosystems. T he elves are watching." 

The Elves WERE watching 

Four days later, on December 3 1, the 
E.L.F. claimed responsibility fpr 
property damage estimated at $400,000 
at Michigan State University. A 
communique stated that their target, a 
project funded by Monsanto and 
USAID, “was designed to not only pur- 
sue research concerning genetically 
engineered sweet potatoes, corn and 
other crop vegetables, but to lobby 
developing countries to abandon their 
current agricultural practices and to rely 
on genetically engineered plants and 
thus corporations like Monsanto.” 

GORSE WOOD ALERT 

Eviction Imminent at Gorse Wood 
road protest camp - Likely to be week of 
Mon 7th Feb. The 6 lane ‘bypass’ is 
planned as an outer London orbital and 
M25relief road. The £30 million road is 
mysteriously linked to the building of an 
incinerator, private golf course and 
housing development. Beautiful wood- 
land, wicked trees with loads of scope 
for tree-dwellers. Awesome tunnels to 
break all records. Up-for-it activists, 
equipment, climbers, tarps, people, 
bedding, candles, people needed NOW. 
They also request solidarity actions on 
Laing ltd, the road-builders. 

Directions: by train, London to 
Wickford, turn right outside station, 
down to the high street, left at round- 
about by the garage and continue 2 
miles left to Rettendon & Chelmsford 
to near the top of the hill. Then left to 
All Saints Parish Church, through 
churchyard, over style, across field to- 
ward the wood. By bus, Chlemsford to 
Southend, get off at Qt. Rettendon 
school, head for church. 

Gen.enquiries 02082994244; Site no: 
07QS701 SQ77- Inral nrv 07068669830 


This Year’s Thing? 

The government is embarking on a 
project to increase the number of waste 
incinerators in the UK from 1 0 to 1 67. ■! 
Handbook available from Friends of the 
Earth, or contact Communities Against 
Toxins, 0151 3395473, 
ralph@tcpublications.freeserve.co.uk 

Tyred of incineration 

White-suited Newcastle activists died 
spectacularly in front of the Civic Cen- 
tre as a symbolic column of tyres 
belched coloured smoke. The press stunt 
drew attention to the proposed new con- 
tract by Newcastle’s council to increase 
tenfold the amount of waste disposed of 
at the city’s Byker Incinerator. At a pub- 
lic meeting the following day, 200 peo- 
ple voted unanimously in favour of a 
public inquiry into the incinerator. 
Experts and council officials were heck- 
led mercilessly by people who live 
within a square mile of the plant, and 
who suffer a much higher incidence of 
toxin- related 

diseases. If you live near an incinerator, 
or have any info/experiences to share 
contact Campaign against Incineration 
of Refuse, at the Action Update PO box. 


Smash Genetix Trial 

22 defendants appeared at Lincoln 
Magistrates Court on 1 9th January for ■’! 
an expected 2 week trial relating to the 
‘Smash Genetix’ action in Spittal in - 
the-Street, Lines, last July. The 
Defendants ( originally facing 
conspiracy to commit criminal damage 
charges ) were expecting to face charges 
of Aggravated Trespass and Section 4a 
Public Order Act, with drivers and 
passengers of the vehicles facing 
additional charges of Criminal damage. 

The defendants were offered a plea 
bargain of having all other charges 
dropped if they accepted the charge of 
Section 5 Public Order Act (disorderly 
behaviour). Defendants pressed for 
bind-overs instead and a compromise ^ 
was made with 12 defendants selflessly 
pleading guilty to Disorderly behaviour '; 
in order to let the other 9 accept bind- 
overs for 1 year. 1 defendant’s case was 
dropped due to mitigating circum- 
stances. 

.. There are over £100.0 bosts. to pay, ; ; 
donations payable to ‘Smash Genetic j 
Engineering Defence Fund‘, send to 
Leeds -EF! 


Robert Thaxton 

Rob Thaxton is a prisoner who re- 
cently received a sentence of seven 
years and four months for his part in 
the riot that took place on June 1 8th in 
Eugene, USA. Rob is an active 
anarchist and over the years has been 
involved with various Earth First! 
groups, anarchist info- shops and 
gatherings, low impact living projects, 
as well as helping with, and writing 
for, the magazines 'Anarchy- A Journal 
of Desire Armed' and 'Alternative 
Press Review.' Police and persecutors 
in Eugene wanted a scapegoat for June 
18th. Rob was not a local. The 
authorities believed he was a transient. 
Add to.this that Rob is a Chicano, and 
that one of his arresting officers had 
been heard making threats against Chi- 
canos, and Rob .begins . to look like the 
perfect scapegoat. After being beaten 
to the ground, his nose broken, his eye 
blackened, his brain concussed, he 
found hirhself facing charges of 
rioting, first- degree assault and 
second degree assault, for which he 
has now been sentenced. 

As a benefit for his defence campaign, 
a cool little 1 8 page A5 pamphlet 
entitled 'Rob the Rich' has been 
produced. It includes a piece of, 
personal writing about Rob, the J18 
riot and the movement which he is a 
part of, wiitten by a close friend of his, 
as well as .some rants and articles by 
Rob himself. 

The Brighton based Wildfire 
Collective have reprinted this pam- 
phlet and copied are available for £1 
(well hidden cash only) from: Wildfire 
Collective, PO Box 3249, Brighton, 
BN1 4SN, UK. All money after 
printing costs will go straight to help 
with Rob's defence. 

Donations directly to Rob’s legal 
defence fund (cheques payable to John 
Zerzan) can be sent to: Anti- 
Authoritarians Anonymous, PO Box 
1 1331, Eugene, OR 97440, USA. You 
can write to Rob at Robert Lee 
Thaxton #121 12716, O.S.P, 2605 
Salem Street, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
All mail must have a return address, 
and letters should be written in 
ordinary ball point pen (no felt tips etc 
can be used). Photocopied collages etc 
are alloWcd and v. welcome. 


Greg Minns 

Greg Minns is an activist from the 
North East who has been involved in left- 
wing politics since his teens. He has been 
actively interested in prisoner support and 
miscarriages of justice. 

In 1998 he was arrested for Breach of 
the Peace. After being assaulted at a 
police station, denied access to a solicitor 
and not informed of his rights, he was 
sectioned and taken to W interton Hospital 
in Sedgefield (Blair’s Constituency.) He 
had sleep deprivation treatment which left 
him confused and disorientated. 

The justification for this treatment was 
that he was a ‘paranoid schizophrenic’ 
who had had a ‘psychotic episode’, 
although MRI and CT scans consistently 
showed no evidence of mental 
dysfunction. Staff admitted he showed 
none of the usual signs of a person with 
acute mental problems. 

Greg was transferred to the Pierremont 
Unit of Darlington Memorial Hospital on 
Winterton’s closure. At both institutions 
he saw evidence of sexual abuse, of 
patients by staff. Greg is now at a hostel 
called Millerbank, under 24 hour 
supervision. He has had his belongings 
taken from him and his privileges denied. 
Greg Minns has clearly been arrested and 
detained because of his beliefs and 
activities, and his medical diagnosis and 
treatment are a further attempt to discredit 
or silence him. Contact: Gregg himself at 
Millerbank, 27 Carlton Rd, Burnley 
Lartcs. BB1 1 4JE. His doctor Dr A. 

Launer at Lamont Clinic Burley General 
Hospital Casterton Ave, Burnley BB10 
2PQ. The Mental Health Review Tribunal 
249 St. Mary’s Road, Garston, Liverpool 
L I 9 ONE . 

Cases like this show yet another way in 
which activists can be silenced or made 
inactive by the state. Radical views are 
classified as irrational and the activist is 
diagnosed as acutely mentally ill. 
‘Treatment’ is used to soften the victim 
and incarceration in mental hospital is a 
handy alternative to prison. Another 
activist has told us of a similar 
experience. Objection to his treatment is 
seen as a ‘symptom’ of his illness - again " 
paranoid schizophrenia. As with Greg, the 
authorities don’t even need to take him to 
court... Under proposed new legislation, 
anyone suffering, from a ‘personality 
disorder’ -a wider, even more vague term 
than mental illness can be detained 
indefinitely. Activists beware. 



JANUARY 

30 National Demo at Shamrock Farm, 
Monkey Unit. Contact 07020,936 956. 

FEBRUARY 

2 Stonehenge Campaign Open Meeting 99 
Torriano Avenue, London NWS 7pm 
onwards. 

3 Debate on GM food as part of Oxford 
festival of Science and Innovation. Oxford 
Town Hall. Contact Oxford 728953. 

3 International day of Solidarity actions 
with the U’wa people. Target Fidelity 
Investments; Rally at the Colombian 
Embassies, www.amazonwatch.org and 
www.moles.org 

5 Demo Against the war in Chechnya. 

Meet 12pm, Tothill Street (behind 
Westminster Central Hall, Tubes: 
Westminster, St James's Park). 

11-13 TP2000 action weekend at Coulport. 
Contact 01324 880744. 

12 Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
National Demo. Contact 0121 623 6460. 

13 Day of action in memory of Mike Hill 
killed by Cheshire Hunt,, Contact IISA 
01273 622827. 

14 Trident Ploughshares blockade of 
Faslane. Contact Scottish CND 
01414231222. Www.crtdscot.dial.pipex. 
com or www.gn.apc.org/tp2000 

18-20 The Land is Ours Winter Gathering 
preparation meeting; for sUirtmer 2000. 
Contact 01865 722016. tlio.demon.co.uk, 
http://www.oneworld.org/tlio 
26 National Day Of Action against Natwest 
Bank. Contact local Animal Rights group. 
MARCH 

1-8 International Week of Action for the 
Abolition of nuclear weapons. Contact 
CND 0171 700 2393. 

4-5 Hebden Bridge: CAAT Residential 
National Forum against arms exports. 
Contact CAAT 020-7281 0279. 


Prisoners 


Ceej ay McBride DC8504. Bittern Unit 
HMYOl Feltham, Bedfont Rd, Fcltham, 
M’sox IW 13 4ND. Offence relating to J18. 
Andrew Warley EC6735. HMP Burning- 
ham, Winson Green Rd, Birmingham, B18 
4AS. 

Bill Dale EC6733. HMP Birmingham. 

Guy Rees EC6734. HMP Birmingham. 

Adam Marshall ER4790. WOI&RC Brins- 
ford, New Rd, Featherstone, Wolverhampton 
WV10 7PY. 

The above 4 were all sentenced for violent 
disorder at Hellgrove. 





Top secret military convoys carrying nuclear warheads travel 
regularly up and down the country - between the bomb factory 
at Burghfield in Berkshire and Trident nuclear bases in Scotland 
and RAF bases in East Anglia. No radiation warning symbols 
arc carried and neither the public nor local authorities are 
warned of their movements. 

The warheads in the lorries contain pollutonium and other 
deadly radioactive materials. In a serious accident, a radioactive 
plume could spread for miles, poisoning a huge area for 
thousands of years. 

Nuclear warhead convoys have already been involved in many 
road accidents and breakdowns. This crazy means of 
transporting the nuclear warheads only increases the suicidal 
danger of nuclear w'eapons. 

There is a nation-wide network called Nukewatch, which 
monitors the convoys, informs the public, local authorities and 
media of their movements and campaigns against them. They 
can provide videos of the convoy, excellent free leaflets and free 
information packs. You can also phone the contact closest to 
you, asking to be informed when the convoy is on its way. 

Since the convoys began, small groups of local people have 
been taking direct action to resist this nuclear menace. They put 
their bodies in the way of the convoys and hinder their 
movements. One of the major reasons why American cruise 
missiles were removed from Britain in the 1980’s was because 
of ordinary people persistently hindering their movement in this 
way. 

How a Convoy is Blocked 

First of all, a suitable place is chosen, where the convoy is 
going slow enough to stop safely. This can be roadworks, a T- 
j unction, a very steep hill or a roundabout. 



A choice is then made whether to jump on the convoy at the last 
minute, or to show oneself clearly on the road well in advance. The 
second choice is safer, it can be just as effective at delaying the 
convoy. Even if the nuke-stoppers arc ‘caught’ long before the convoy 
arrives, the time it takes the convoy to call out the police to try and 
prevent the convoy being stopped can be just as long as if it had been 
actively blocked! The publicity and embarrassment caused to the 
MoD is also equal, and if there are enough nuke-stoppers, then it is 
still possible to block the convoy even once it’s fore-warned. 
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Ideas : 

1 . Role-play situations 
before-hand, choose roles and 
give a proper legal briefing. 

2. Think about your 
audience. Do press releases 
and phone the local media, 
take banners for passing 
drivers and wear costumes. 

3. Actions with a theme may 
get more media coverage. 

4. Try splitting into two 
groups and getting it again 
further down the road. 

5. Two people locking onto 
each other on-top or 
underneath are harder to 
remove. 

6. Imagine if a tripod was 
set up a little way down the 
road... 
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Safety : 

1 . Beware of Traffic. 

2. Be very visible to the driver of the vehicle. 

3. Don’t try and get on the convoy until it is completely stopped. 

4. DON’T ENDANGER THE VEHICLE IN ANY WAY. Nails in the 
tyres would not be a good idea - these convoys are dangerous enough 
without any interference. 
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How a Convoy is Un-blocked 

The Ministry of Defence ( MoD ) police who guard the 
convoy have the power to arrest you, although they don’t like 
doing it and prefer to get the local constabulary' to do the job for 
them. They have that power because the convoy is treated as ( 
moving ) military land! Nukestoppers can be arrested for Breach 
of the Peace or Obstruction of the Highway. If there’s been any 
graffiti then they could also be charged with criminal damage 
or, if they’re really unlucky, with conspiracy to cause criminal 
damage. Normally penalties tend to be small, and it’s just the 
people locked-on or personally obstructing the convoy who are 
arrested. It should be noted, however, that one woman was 
recently found guilty of obstruction just because she was 
associated with other people stopping the convoy. Advice on 
possible defences is available from Nukewatch. 

To get you down from the top of the carrier, or to lock you 
off, the local fire brigade might be called to operate the bolt- 
croppers or ladder. In Scotland, where it gets stopped every 
time, nuke-stoppers have been simply dropped off the top 
carrier. Although the police often tell the nuke-stoppers that any 
injury incurred is their own responsibility, the police must use 
‘due care’ in removing people. 
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CofcU. C-O 


Nukewatch, 22 Edmund St, Bradford, BD5 OBH 

www.cndscot.dial.pipex.com 
www.gn .ape .org/pmhp/con voy s 
“ w w w.gn .ape . org/endy orks/yncon v. htm” 
02380 554434 ( Southern England ) 

01274 730795 ( North & Midlands ) 

0 1 436 679 1 94 ( Scotland ) 



These convoys of nuclear w eapons are not connected to the 
nuclear waste trains - contact CND. 
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Frotu Stand-Off Escort RAF Police Motor-Cyclist Front Escort Spare Tractor Unit 


2-5 Load Carriers Fire Truck Rear Escort RAF police Motor-cyclists 2 Rear Stand-Off Escort Support Vehicle Breakdown Truck Fast Support Vehicle Convoy Support Vehicle Coach 




ith EF! 

3 PO Box 426, Bath 
xnerset BA1 2ZD 

istol EF! 
o Box 51 

reenleaf Bookshop 
> Colston Street 
istol BS1 5BB 
117 939 3093 


OXFORD 0X4 IRQ 

1 i 

PO Box 9656, London 
N4 4JY 0171 281 4621 
apc.org 
Reclaim the Valleys 
do Swansea 
Environment Centre 
Pier Street , 

Swansea SA1 iky 


ambridge EF! 
oxE, 12 Mill Road 
,.imbridf|(.' CB I 2 AD 
heltenham EF! 

3 Portland Street 
heltenham 
loucs. GL52 2PB 
q@chelt-ef. freeserve. 
o.uk 


xeter Environ. Network 
O Box 185 
xeter EX4 4EW 


e EF! ■ 

i 91 South Street 
Andrews 
e KY16 9Q 
334 4774 11 
nldford EF! 

) Box 217 
jildford GUI 1WS 
<01483 203212 


Reading Roadbusters 
R I S Centre 
35-39 London Street 
Reading 

Berkshire RG1 4PS 
0118 954 6430 
roadbusterS@ datan et 
Sheffield E F! 
co/ Brambles Resource 
Centre, 82 Andover st. 
Sheffield, S3 9EH 
0114 2797164 
jimthackery@yahoo co. 
uk 

South Devon EF! 

See Totnes Genetics 
Group 


Jwynedd & Mon EF! 
he Greenhouse 
Trevelyan Terrace 
tangor, Gwynedd LL57 
AX 01248 355821 
tuO 1b@bangorac.uk 


lull On Earth 
Jo PO Box 43 

lull HU1 1AA 

EAF 

5oxZ, 13 Biddulph St 
eicester LE2 1 BH 
U16 210 9652 

.eeds EF!, do CRC, 

6 Sholebroke Avenue 
.eeds LS7 3HB 
ill 3 262 9365 
» f@jukf.net 
.iverpool EF! 

)6 Bold Street 
.iverpo ol LI 4FIY 
.uneAC (Lancaster) 
>1524 593878 
uneac@|Qymailcom 
Manchester EF' 

Dept 29 

>55 Wilmslow Road 
Manchester Ml 4 5LW 
>161 226 6814 
nancef@r>ematode. 

■' ■ iv<- co uk 
Mid-Somerset EF! 

>0 Box 23, 5 High St 
Slastonbury, Somerset 
JA6 9PU 


Aufheben 
Brighton & Hove 
Unemployed Workers' 
Centre, 4 Crestway 
Parade, Hollmgdean 
Brighton BN1 7BL 
aufheben99@ 

yahoo.co.u k 

Corporate Watch 
16b Cherwel! St. 
Oxford 0X4 1BG 
01865 791391 mail 
@corporatewatch org 
Counter Information 
do Transmission 
28 Kings Street 
Glasgow G15QP 


Do or Die 
do Prior House, 

6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton BN2 2GY 
dir.iidt/Xfiiyahno co uk 


EF! South-Central 
www mindstar freeuk 
com/ef 

Ef@ minds ta r. freeuk. com 
Swansea People EF' 
do Green Action 
Swansea Uni SU 
Swansea u Wales 
TAPP (Tyneside Action 
for People & Planet) 
POBox ITA 
Newcastle NE1 ITA 
tapp@newcastle54 
freeseive CO Uk. 

W irwii k i i 
do Green Society 
Warwick Uni SU 
Coventry CV4 7AL 
suuad@ 

csv.warwick.ac.uk 


Anarchist Communist 
Federation 

do 84b Whitechapel • 
High Street 
London JE 1 7QX 
Anarchist-Pnmitivist 
Network 
PO Box 252 
Rickmansworth 
Hertfordshire WD3 3AY 
Anti-Fascist Action 
BM Box 1734 
London WC1N3XX 
Anti-Quarry Action 
(AQUA) 

Kimberly Mill Park 
King’s Steignton 
TQ12 3NR 

0 1626 363844 

CAGE (against prison 
building) 
do Notts EF! 


Green Anarchist 
BCM1715 

London WC1N 3XX 


Green Line 

PO Box 5, Lostwithiel 

Cornwall PL22 OYT 

0870 733 4970 

FINs - for a full list of 
free information 
networks & more, send 
SAE to London FIN 
do 99 Torrimo Avenue 
London NW5 2RX 


1-Contact video network 
76 Mina Road, Bristol 
BS29TX, 

0117 914 0188 
i-contacl@ 

videonetwoik org 


Peace News 
5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 9DY 


WildfireCollective 
PO Box 3249 
BrightonBNI 4SN 

Wolves Eco Action 
do Wolves Hunt Sabs 
Wolves Uni SU 
Wulfruna Street 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1LY 


■Jortolk EF! 

Jorwich Direct Action 
orum PO Box 487 
Jorwich NR2 3AL 
17931 308091 
Jirectactionforum@ 
‘groups com 

Nottingham EF! 

Jo the Rainbow ctr 
82 Mansfield Road 
Jottingham NG1 3HW 
HI 5 95 8 56 66 
Dldham EF! 

>0 Box 127 
DLDHAM OL4 3FE 
Dxforrt Community Action 
lox E, 1 1 1 Magdalen 
td 


York EF! 
do York LEAF 
PO Box 323, York 


SUPPORT 

GROUPS 


Anarchist Teapot 
Mobile Kitchen, Box B 
Public House Bookshop 
21 Liltle Preston Street 
Bnghton BN1 2HQ 


RadiX-europe wide DA 
video lending library 
do Projektwerkstatt 
Gostenhefer Hauptstr 50 
D-90443 Nuernberg 
Germany 

49(0) 911 2875880 
RadiX@ 

palhfindermait. com 

Smash Hits 
BM Box 5538 
London WC1N 3XX 


West Country Activist 
do PO Box 478 
Taunton TA2 7YR 
wca@conk com 


Blatant Incitement 
Project (outreach & 
small group support) 
do Mane EF! 
doir>it@nematode. 
freeserve co uk 


EF! Winter Moot 
winter m oot® yahoo com 


Spirit of Freedom 
( Earth Lib Prisoners ) 
do Leeds EF 1 
earthlibprisoner@ 
hobnail com 


Undercurrents 
16b Cherwell St, 

Oxford. OX4 1 BG 01865 
203662 

underc@gn apc.org 


OTHER 

CONTACTS 


Advisory Service for 
Squatters 

2 Saint Pauls Road 
London N1 2QN 
0171 359 8814 
advice @ 

squat, free se rve, co . uk 


Campaign Legal Group 
( self-training ) 

43 Swan Meadow Road 
Poolstock 
Wigan WN3 5BJ 
01942 513792 


Legal Defence & 

Monitoring Group 
BM Haven 
London WC1N3XX 
0181 5337116 
Making Waves 
POBox 1377, Sheffield 
S36 4BZ01226 764279 

pp3mo @aol.com 

London GreenPeace & 
McLibel Support 
Campaign 
5 Caledonian Road 
London Nl 9DX 
0171 713 1269 

info@mcsp otlight. org 

No Opencast 

190 Shepherds Bush Rd 

London W6 7NL 

0J71 603 1831 

The Rational Trust, 
(Wilts, greenfields) 
do 21 Beaulieu Close, 
Swindon, SN5 8AQ 
0788 0592370 / • 

0836 743581 


Friends of Lyminge 

Forest 
do 3 Abbott Road': 
Folkstone, Kent CT20 
1NG 01303 257046/ 
07803 1738 

mertin@enviroHnk o/g_ 
Gorse Wood 
(anti-Al70 bypass) 
02082994244 
Wwwgorsewood 
ommia co uk 
Hockley Housing 
(near Southend) 

01702 206181/ 

0831 687635 


Chiapas Link 
Box 79, 82 Colston 
Street, Bristol 
chiapaslink@yahoo com 


Disabled Action Network 
3 Crawley Road 
Wood Green, London 
N22 6AN 0181 8891361 


lecofaeries' 

do Leeds EF! 

DELTA 

Box Z. 13 Biddulph St, 
Leicester LE2 1 BH 
Earth Circus Network 
CREATE Centre 
Smeaton Road, Bristol 
BS1 6XN 0117 
9250505 


Forest Action Network 
(as for Norfolk EF!) 
01603 611953 
fanuk @envirolink.org 
Genetic Engineenng 
Network (GEN) 

(as for RTS) 

0181 -374 9516 
genebcs@gn ape org 


ALF Supporters Group 
BCM Box 1160 
London WC1N 3XX 
1003021616@ 
CompuS er ve com 


GenetiX Snowball 
( open crop removal ) 
One World Centre 
6 Mount Street 
Manchester M2 5NS 
0161 834 0295 
genetixsnowball@ 
one t j ■ - uk 
Stop Huntingdon 
jAnimal Cruelty 
jCampaign, PO Box 
\ 381, Cheltenham, 
Glos, GL50 1YN 

0121 G32 6460 

Hunt Saboteurs Assoc. 
PO Box 2786 
Brighton BN2 2AX 
01273 622827 
hsa@gn ape org 
Fnends of MOVE 
PO Box 14129 
London W12 8GR 
Industrial Workers 
of the World 
75 Humberstone Gate 
Leicester LEI 1WB 


9 Ladies Anti Quarry 
Camp 

Lees Cross, Lees Road 
Stanton Lees, Matlock, 
Derbyshire 
Http://pages.zoom.co. 
uk/~nineladies/ 


Schnews & Justice? 

PO Box 2600, Brighton, 

E. Sussex BN2 2DX 
01 273 685913_ 

Solidarity Federation 
PO VBox 29, SW PDO, 
Manchester, Ml 5 5HW 

0161 23 2 7889 • ■. 

Subvertise 1 
do Box E 

1 1 1 Magdalen Road 

Oxford 

OX4 IRQ 

siibi@v»inify i-way co. uk 1 
Third Battle of Newbury 
PO Box 5642 
Newbury RG14 5WG 
07000 785 201 
Uvrdbattle@hotmail.com 
Tndent Ploughshares 
2000 ( ami-nuke direct 
disarmament ) 

( see Norfolk EF! ) 
01603,611953 
reforest@gn apc.org 


Park Nook Camp do 
Liverpool EF! 
0403176279 


Pressmennan Woods 
Camp do 7 Pitcox, 
Dunbar, EH42 IRQ 
01368 850630 


INTERNATIONAL 


An Talamh Glas i 
4 Ashgrove, Seacrest 
Knocknacarra, Eire 
roberta@indigo <e[ 

A SI T I •' I ' i • ; 

PO Box 92066, 1090 AB 
Amsterdam.Nethqrlands 
31-20 6682236 1 
asee deur@antenna.nl 
Autonomous Green 
Action, POB 4721. 
Station E, Ottawa , 
Ontario K1S5H9 I 
Canada 
soy @igs.ne t 
Action For Social 
Ecology 

Box 34089, 10026 
Stockholm, Sweden 
ekologisten@us a net 
Australian i i 1 AU 
■ •I aj Bhotmail c om 
Car Busters 
Kratka 26, 100 00 
Praha 10, Czech Rep. + 
(420| 2781 0849 
carbustors@ 
wanadoo.fr 


Totnes Genetics Group 
PO Box 77, Totnes 
Devon TQ952LJ 
01803840098 


URGENT (greenfield 
housing network) 

Box HN, 1 1 1 Magdalen 
Road. Oxford 0X4 IRQ 
01865 794 800 
info@uigent org.uk 


PROTEST CAMPS 


Aldermaston Women’s 
Peace Camp 
( alternative weekends ) 
33 Heron Road 
Bristol BS5 0LT 
0117 939 3746 


The Land is Ours 
( see Oxford EF! ) 

01865 432920 
office @ ViO. demon, co. uk 


Avon Ring Road Protest 
Camp 

do 84 Colston Street 
Bristol BS1 5BB 

0797 999 0369 

Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road 
07931 161 761 

Faslane Peace Camp 
Shandon, Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire 
Scotland G84 8HT 
01436 820 901 


Sellafield Women's 
Peace Camp 
(bi-monthly) Box Z 
( see Leeds EF 1 ) 
0113 262 1534 


AUTONOMOUS 

ZONES 


56a Infoshop 
56 Crampton Street 
London SE17 3AE 
Open 2-8pm Thurs & Fri 

Autonomous Centre of 
Edinburgh 

17 West Montgomery 
Place, Edinburgh EH7 
5 HA 0131 557 6242' 1 

ace@punk.org.uk 

A-Spire( see Leeds 
EF') 

a-spire@geocities. com. 
autonomous zone • 1 

Citizen Smith 
Old Community Cehtre 
161 College Road 
Kensal Green, London 
NW10 3PH 
07931 980534. 

I citizensmithuk@ 

\ hotmail com 

Kebele Community Ctr 
14 Robertson Road 
Eastville 
Bristol BS5 6JY 
0117 939 9469 
kebele@marsbard. 

com 

1 in 12 Club 
21-23 Albion Street 
BRADFORD. BD1 2LY 
01274 734160 

Worthing Anarchist Teapot 
PO box 4144, Worthing 
West Sussex BN 14 7NZ 
ieapot@worthingeco- 
action org 


C.n.i-.t Mi X ml. Ill r • FR 

1472 Commercial Drive 
Box 128, Vancouver 
V5L 3X9 Canada 

1 ( 04 ’01 Hif.il 

Cze< h In i l 1 

Zeme predevsim! 

PO BOX 237, 16041 
Prague 6, Czech Rep 
z_emepmdevsim@ea>.cr 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, Eugene OR 
97440 USA 
+1.541-344 8004 
earthf irst@igc.apc org _ 
Ecodefeni <:•' 

Moskovsky prospekt 
1:20^34236000 
Kaliningrad/ 
Koenigsbufg, Russia 
ecodefenceijlvjkrs apexxg 
Finland EF! 
Virvinkatud'7 AS 17 
33610 Tampere 61 
Finland 
ran.su@scl U 
F IN 

Umweftprojeklwerkslatt 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH 
10965 Berlin, Germany 
+49(0)30 78913144 
umprowe@ 
jpbedin bertmet.de 
Groene Front!, 

Postbus 85069, 305^ 
AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
%dds.nl 

Green Action Israel 
PO Box 4611, Tel-Aviv 
Zip Code .61 046 Israel 
+ 972 (0) 3 516 2349 _ 
People’s Global Action 
( against WTO and 
neoliberalism ) 

+4122 344 4731 

info@ agp.org \ 

Pobal An Dulra i 

242 Sunset Drive ; 

Cartron Point, Sligo 
Eire +353 71 44348 


Poland EF i 
PO Box 40. 43-304 
Bielsko-Biala 4 Poland 
+48-33 183153 
wapienica@ 
pnrwi. most org pi 


kc.tion Croups arc local EF' contacts Some of them arc active groups, some of them are aspiring towards this but need more people to get in touch Some arc just peopl< 

-ho will know what is going on direct action wise in then area The Propaganda section lists non-EF! publications which wc think are worth reading Inlcruatipna 
ontacts are entry points into that country’s own network of groups. Other Contacts are ones whose aims and principles we agree with fully or in part, or groups that w< 
link may be of use or interest to people For groups web addresses visit http //www snet co.uk/ef/ New additions and altciations ate shown in bold 


It’s the Flintstones . Badger Cull Sabs Nine Ladies in trouble! 

Edinburgh, Newcastle and other .cities On 22 Jan 6 people were arrested for A new camp has been set up to defend 

have seen the arrival of a group of criminal damage and later re-arrested Stanton moor in the Derbyshire part of 
modem Stone Age protestors. No, not for conspiracy to cause criminal damage the peak district. Stancliffe Stone have 
the Flintstones, but a highly visual clemo with regard to trashing badger traps in been granted permission to quarry 35 
by People Against the Fur Trade. Herefordshire. On a brighter note an- acres of woodland and meadows around 

Activists in costumes reconstituted from other 20 traps were located and the Nine Ladies stone circle on Stanton 

actual fur garments came out into the destroyed the same day, bringing the Moor. The quarry will destroy wildlife 
cold to persuade people to put fur back total number of destroyed traps to 124 in habitats including bat roosts, badger 

3 days. It is veiy satisfying to know that setts and rare plants, as well as 
each trap destroyed means another life threatening the water table, increasing 
saved and with more help even more 


in the Stone Age where it belongs. 

The UK has some 1 2 mink farms left. 

Many thousands of mink are reared in 
tiny cages with no access to water (mink lives could be saved 
are semi-aquatic) before being gassed to 
death. The pelts mainly go abroad to be 


BIG UP YA, BRANDENBURG 


lorry traffic and causing noise and 
pollution. Planning permission was 
granted in 1952 and it would never be 
approved if it went up for planning now. 


made mto for garments, or used as tflm. 0n mh Ja ^ djrect ac(ion The park authorities are trying to fight 

There are also many battery rabb.t . Solidarios con Itoitz (Ba e Co * } it, and have imposed a stop order on 
farms^ The for trade .s vast and thriving did action Qn (he Brandenb ate jn Stancliffe Stone for the moment, but as 
elsewhere in liurope and in Scandinavia. Ber|in . against lhe destructive Itoiz dam experience tells us, this might not stop 


Barry Zwim, fur shop owner in 
London, is so concerned about 
opposition to his evil trade that he has 
injuncted the area outside his shop 
against demos. (Write to his solicitors 
for info - they have to give it and it 
costs him. Kingsley Napley, Knights 
Quarter, 14 St. Johns Lane, London 
EC1M4AJ.) 

Naffwesi 

National days of Action against Nat- 
west Bank are proving effective. 
(Natwest loaned Huntingdon Lile Sci- 
ences £24m, who are animal abusers 
even in the eyes of the law after a TV 
expose some time ago. ) The Royal 
Bank of Scotland has sold its HLS 
shares. Bradford Council has released 
its 8 million shares. Sadly, other compa- 
nies have acquired shares: Legal & 
General, Halifax Share Dealing, 

HSBC, , Lloyds Private Banking. 
However, Natwest staff have received 
special instructions on dealing with 
customer inquiries on the Huntingdon 
issue. They are definitely losing 
customers. 

Monkey Business 

Sarah Spencer, Sales Manager of 
Shamrock Monkey Farm, feels that her 
home has become Tike a prison.’ Isn’t 
that ironic, considering that’s what the 
establishment she works at is for the 
monkeys destined for vivisection? 
December and January were busy 
months for the Save the Shamrock 
Monkeys campaign, with demos and 
personalized attention for Shamrock 
employees. (Addresses available.) 
Regular demos at the farm, Small Dole, 
Sussex. Contact 07020 936 956. 


project in the Basque Country and for 
criticising the penalty of 5 years of 
prison that 8 of their comrades got for 
another peaceful action. Seven activists 
attempted to climb the roof of the 
building. A few seconds later the first 
policemen arrived and got on the top 
roof of Brandenburg Gate before the 
activists could get I here. 3 activists 
locked their throats to iron bars. Two 
others climbed down some ropes and 


it, and Stancliffe Stone can appeal 
against any guidelines given to them. 
The protest camp has just been set up 
so they need more people, equipment 
and any other help you can offer. The 
camp has good local support, especially 
since the quarry company has been 
threatening villagers with violence, 
including a local shop for having a slop 
the quarry petition. 

Get the train to Matlock, then the 


hung there till the finish of the action. A Wensley/Winster/Bakewell bus to 
massive banner showing the Itoiz dam Stanton Peak (nearest village to the Nine 
and the text SOS ITOIZ was hung in the Ladies ) or tc,; 07974049369 or 
front of the building. Police closed the 07977748436. Website http://pagcs. 
whole area, took the names of some of 
the more than 100 supporting people on 
the street and told the people to go 
away. 7 activists were arrested. 

Solidarios@ythis.zzn.com 


Betuwclinc Eviction alert! 


zoom.co.uk/~nineladies/ 

Glen of the Downs 

Since the summer of 1997, there has 
been a permanent camp at Glen of the 
Downs nature reserve to thwart the lat- 
est road scheme of Wicklow County 


The Arnhem judge has decided that the Council. On December 7th workers 


GroenFront! squatters in the 
Betuwevalley, Netherlands, had to be 
evicted. Eviction could commence as 
soon as Thursday 25th Jan. An 
anonymous source from within the po- 
lice says to expect about 900 riotcops. 
This would be about as much as in 1997 
with the first eviction of the Grocn- 


felled about fifty trees - a beautiful ash 
grove at the entrance to the car park - 
before determined activists forced them 
to back off. Tree houses were occupied, 
lock-ons activated, tunnels shut from the 
inside. By nightfall more than sixty 
activists were in the Glen, prepared to 
stay. Every morning brought the 


Front! camp near Ruigoord, Amsterdam, possibility of further felling. On Friday 


That took more then two days. Then 
there was one site, now there are eight 
squats at three sites... 
http://www.anterma.nl/nvda/groenfront. 


The Editors of the Earth First! Ac- 
tion Update do not intend to encour- 
age people to carry out any illegal ac- 
tion. The Action Update is for infor- 
mation purposes only. 


December 10th, the Council's contract 
workers once again attempted to fell 
trees. Phis time they only managed to 
cut 3 before the activists presence made 
them back off. A legal defence mean- 
while failed and the government de- 
clared the Glen closed to public. A gath- 
ering on 2nd January and the public gen- 
erally defied the ban. 





Okasional Cafe 4000 - STRONG NARMADA 

The OKasional Cafe no. 6. Manches- Non-violent protesters of the NBA 

ter, closed after two months. The cafe (Narmada Bachao Andolan , a more- 
got off to a slow start, with ‘shock than-decade long mass movement 
horror 1 negotiations with the owner. against destructive development and 
Through a mix of self-interest and being displacement in the Narmada River 
a Kurdish Communist who "agrees with Valley, India) converged on the 
our ideals", he gave it to us for the two ' ' * * 

months we asked for, and possibly 
longer. The cafd hosted a mix of 
low-key parties, workshops, discussions 
& meetings, displays, art exhibitions, 
music, movies, and of course the usual 
food and teas by donation and was also 
supported by@OK pirate radio. Just 

wait and see where they resurface next... Clinton's anticipated visit to India in 

March. Other adivasi activists are also 
currently engaged in a six-month long 


Maheshwar dam (one part of the Nar- 
mada dam system) and illegally 
occupied the dam site. About 4000 took 
over the site, while 1500 were 
eventually arrested by the police who 


Calling a! cold and miserable activ- 
ists to tfr tropical island of Vieques. 

A IVAo Rican municipality, Vieques 
is ] 0 ated in the Caribbean Sea seven 
mil's east of Puerto Rico. In 1942, the 
Urtcd States Armed Forces evicted 
aJn ost half of Vieques’ residents in or- 
der to use the island for militaiy train- 
gig, and it presently occupies about 70% 
rf the land. 

For decades, the people of Vieques 
have been terrorized by the use of live 


responded by attacking some demonstra- bombs and ammunition during the 


tors. The protests show no sign of end- 
ing, with promises to disrupt Bill 


Navy’s training exercises. In April, two 
0 i these bombs caused the death of a 
civilian and injured four others. The 
Kavy has bombed Vieques with napalm 
md radioactive material. The cancer 


COW ATTACK! 

BOCM Pauls, a company which procession ("padyatra") from one end of rate on Vieques is twice of that of the 
manufactures more animal feed than any Madhya Pradesh to the other in order to rest of Puerto Rico. 


other company in the UK and uses GM 
ingredients in most of its products, was 
besieged by cows. The company's cattle 
feed mill at Chilton Industrial Estate, 
County Durham was visited on 14 th 
December by a herd of cows, three of 
whom scaled two large grain silos and 
- suspended a banner with the words "NO 
*• GM Animal Feeds". 

After 15 minutes of being on the site 
c an irate security guard marched over to 
the group and forcibly removed a plac- 
ard from an unsuspecting cow before 
destroying it and calling the police. 
Having decided to leave, the herd found 


highlight the ever-hastening process of Since April, hundreds of Puerto Rican 
land displacement in the name of global- activists have been staging a camp on 


ization. NarmadaUK@yahoo.com 
FLYING PEES 

In Santa Cruz at 8 PM on December 
14th, Dr. Patrick More, the co-founder 
of Greenpeace and current industry 
apologist was awarded a pie by the 
Santa Cruz Biotic Baking Brigade. 

Dr. Moore sold his soul to the timber 
industry a long time ago. He now 
represents the British Columbia Forest 
Alliance, an industry front group. He is 
using his status as co-founder of Green- 


themselves unable to get out of the gates * *? coura f ^sustainable log- 
tt. gmg practices in line with the timber m- 


which had been padlocked. The police 
arrived and there was some confusion 
_ when the cows claimed to have shut the 
factory down. However the gates were 
quickly unlocked by security guards (the 
protesters have decided not to press 
charges for false imprisonment) and the 
animals have returned to their organic 
pastures green. Contact: TAPP 


dustry and the WTO's free trade agenda, 
which prioritises profits at the expense 
of the environment and workers. 



Contact us at: EF!AU, P.O. Box ITA 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne NE99 ITA 
0797 4791841 
<aqtionupdate@gn.apc.org> 
www.eco-action.org/efau 
Subscribe to email edition for free. 


t .S. Navy land in Vieques. They 
demand an immediate cease-fire of 
practice bombings that have destroyed a 
great part of the island’s ecology. These 
peaceful protesters need your help now! 

The United States is trying to keep 
Vieques a secret. You can help them 
break this silence and show the world 
the plight of the forgotten people of 
Vieques. 

If you might be interested in forming a 
group or organising a protest outside the 
US embassy in London, contact: 
support@eco-action.org 
Or you could travel to the island, and 
contribute to the construction of "un 
pueblo", a town or village, in the camp- 
site areas. If Clinton follows through 
with his plan to authorise bombing to 
resume in March this year, they will 
have to destroy a town or village in or- 
der to do so. jPaz para Vieques! 

Info from: ivanr67@hotmail.com or 
visit <http://www.viequeslibre.org/> 
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Subscriptions cost a minimum of £5 for 12 issues. Send more if you can 
afford it so we can give free subscriptions to prisoners, etc. Cheques 
payable to Earth First! Action Update. Remember security; false names 
and a collect or c/o address are advised. 
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"The media will have you hating the people who are being oppressed, and loving the people who 

are doing the oppressing" Malcolm X 


WAXS JXWS 
"HOI TV AX 

On St. Valentine’s Day about 500 
people arrived at Faslane Nuclear Sub 
Base to take part in a massive blockade. 
189 people including MPs and members 
of the clergy, were arrested in a totally 
peaceful action. Messages of support 
came from such notables as Sean 
Connery (!) and Kurt Vonnegut. 

Co-ordinated by Trident Ploughshares, 
Scottish CND and British CND, the 
action was to publicise the true nature of 
nuclear weapons - immoral, dangerous 
in every respect, a vast waste of money, 
and above all, illegal under international 
law. 

The first wave of protestors arrived at 
7am, in time to prevent the early shift of 
workers getting into the base. Police set 
up a roadblock at the South Gate, but 
North Gate was successfully blocked at 
the point of entry by a 3 -headed monster 
and a giant heart- actually elaborate 
lock-on devices. Further down the road 
at the Peace Camp, police were totally 
surprised by the appearance of two 
heavy lock-on barrels which created 
massive tailbacks of traffic. In spite of 
truly awful weather, protestors stayed at 
the gate and continued to block the 
entrance. People were still being ar- 
rested in the late morning. Virtually eve- 
ryone 

arrested was taken to one of Glasgow’s 
4 police stations, and many were not re- 
leased until the early hours of next day. 



Living . . . 


A Trident Ploughshares spokesperson 
said of the action’s success: ‘The action 
shows that more and more people are 
grasping the urgency of the threat posed 
by Britain’s unlawful nuclear arsenal. 
We are delighted that so many have 
been to take this significant step towards 
preventing nuclear crime.’ A spokes 
person from the base gave his opinion, 
‘The workforce is sick and tired of 
these people trying to stop us earning a 
living 4 . 

Dying 

Faslane is home to 4 British Trident 
submarines HMS’s Vanguard 
Victorious , Vigilant and Vengeance. 
Trident began replacing Polaris in 
Britain’s arsenal in the 1970’s, and is a 
major escalation in Britain’s nuclear ca- 
pability. It is far more powerful and de- 
structive than its predecessor. Effects of 
nuclear weapons include all kinds of 
cancers, heart disease, damage to envi- 
ronments, contamination of the food 
chain, radioactive fallout, and psycho- 
logical stress and fear. 


The Monthly Rouncj up of j 
Ecological, 3n4 Other, Direct j 
Action fro id A k>u n4 Btitain j 


Earth First! is not a cohesive group or 
campaign, but a convenient banner for 
people who share similar principles to 
work under. The general principles behind 
the name are non-hierarchical organisation 
and the use of direct action to confront, 
stop and eventually reverse the forces that 
are responsible for the destruction of the 
Earth and its inhabitants 


Illegal 

An Advisojy Opinion from the 
International Court of Justice in 1996 
concluded “In view of the unique 
characteristics of nuclear weapons... The 
use of such weapons is scarcely 
reconcilable with the rules of 
humanitarian law.” This conclusion was 
based on a 1 00 year accumulation of 
International Humanitarian Law. The St 
Valentine’s Day action, dubbed 
“Crimebusters’ Blockade”, involved a 
mass of people wilfully laying them- 
selves open to a charge of Breach of the 
Peace, under Scottish Law. This charge 
is risible, given that only yards from the 
site of the arrests, massive organised 
illegality which threatens the destruction 
of humanity is going on routinely. ILe 
1 80-odd charged do not expect to go to 
court, but watch this space . . . 


Huntingdon 

February 12th saw the second National 
Demo against Huntingdon Life/Death 
Sciences in Cambridgeshire, where 
500 animals of many different species 
die daily in cruel and useless experi- 
ments. Once again protest was ex- 
cluded at the laboratory site, so several 
hundred 

people converged on Cambridge and 
kept the police occupied redirecting 
traffic and standing in neat lines for an 
afternoon. Three branches of Natwest 
Bank, now notorious for funding HLS, 
were visited. 


The EF! AU is written by activists as a networking tool for activists. A different collective takes on its editorship for a 
year at a time, in line with EF!’s non-hierarchical principles. If you have done an action, set up a new group, or want 
to tell people about a campaign, then send us an article (maximum 150 words). It doesn’t matter if it seems small to 
you; stories of 3 people sitting on a digger are sometimes the most inspiring especially to people who aren’t part of a 
large group. I he feature pages are also available for longer articles which will provide useful information for 
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News in Brief 


Midland Expressway Limited (MEL), the 
company behind the Birmingham 
Northern Relief Road, are in a little financial 
strife thanks to a long public enquiry and the 
occupation of the site by protesters. After a 3 
year delay the cost of the road has doubled, and 
now MEL is being relieved by a shortlist of 8 of 
yer favourite banks. MEL are looking for a little 
spare change from the banks, somewhere in the 
region of £700 million, to make sure the road 
goes ahead. 

Passengers on a no. 15 Stagecoach bus in 
London took a ride with a difference when the 
bus suddenly met a woman holding a banner, 
ordering the vehicle to ‘Stop in the name of 
Love!’. Stagecoach were targeted as they are 
part-financing the anti section 28 campaign. As 
the bus drew to a halt members of the Lesbian 
Avengers group commenced their mission - 
hanging banners stating ‘Repeal Section 28’ . 
distributing leaflets to the passengers and 
painting the bus bright pink! Contact: Lesbian 
Avengers, 0181 374 9885 
'Keep the Clause,' in their quest for spreading 
hateful, homophobic rhetoric have a Freepost 
address which has been bombarded with empty 
envelopes, old beer mats, telephone books, and 
it was a rumoured, a paving slab. Keep the 
Clause, Freepost SCO 5219, Perth PH 2 8BR. 

Canadian Pacific Coastal Airlines recently 
barred a member of Greenpeace from boarding 
one of their planes because it regards 
Greenpeace as a 'quasi-terrorist organisation'. 

West Country Activist has been revamped as 
Action South West, and they are looking for 
people to re-subscribe. Send donations, spare 
stationary, stories, or office equipment to Box 
80 Green leaf, 82 Colston St. Bristol, BS1 5BB, 
tel. 0793 1 268966, e-mail wca99@hotmail.com 

The U.S. Department of Justice has officially 
declared E.L.F. spokesperson, Craig 
Rosebraugh, a target of a federal grand jury 
investigation in Portland, Oregon, USA. 
Rosebraugh says "This investigation is 
obviously nothing more than a fishing 
expedition. These governmental agencies clearly 
have no idea who is conducting these actions so 
they are going to harass the only public face 
they can identify and relate to this subject, the 
spokesperson. Meanwhile, underground actions 
in protection of the earth and its creatures 
continue. This is a movement the government 
cannot stop." 

The outgoing head of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) became the latest victim to be pied 
last Sunday. In a farewell speech at a meeting of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) in Bangkok, Michel 
Camdessus’ claim that the IMF "are best friends 
of the poor" was clearly too much for one 
outraged person, who pied him lull in the face. 
Splat! 


Beach Bummed 

Ever wondered what a tropical 
paradise looks like? Rupert Murder’s 
new 20th Century Fox film 'The Beach', 
directed by Andrew Macdonald and 
Danny Boyle, obviously didn’t. They 
were slightly confused as far as the word 
‘paradise’ was concerned, and thought it 
meant bulldozing beaches, pulling up 
indigenous trees and single-handedly 
helping to destroy an ecosystem. Mac- 
Donald then had the audacity, to state 
"everything is tip-top on Phi Phi Leh" 
even though the last monsoon washed 
his make shift beach away. 

The usual fee for filming in a Thai 

National park is 1,000 baht, about $26, 
but as Fox films handed over $ 1 08,000 
which they termed a donation and an 
additional deposit of 5 million baht, it 
was hardly a surprise thqy received the 
go-ahead. 

Local people are now asking people to 
boycott the film, and on Wednesday at 
the film premier in Leicester Square, 
activists from the Campaign for Ethical 
Filmmaking gatecrashed proceedings. 
Donning Leonardo Di Caprio masks, 
they were waved through police lines, 
under the cover of a stretched lirno and 
alighted to the screams of thousands of 

waiting fans! Screams turned to laugh- 
ter, though, as one penguin-suited activ- 
ist held aloft a Golden Bulldozer Award. 
To add insult to injury, Leonardo Di 
Caprio is hosting the Earth day 
celebrations in April on... sustainable 
living! 

On Friday 1 1 th February fnore than a 
dozen protesters brought the remains of 
the beach to Warner Village Cinema, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK. Sand, trees 
and the sea were deposited by the 
entrance by environmentalists in swim- 
wear and 'Leonardo di Craprio’ himself, 
in order to highlight the environmental 
destruction caused to Maya Bay, 
Thailand, during filming of 'The Beach’ 
which began its general release that day. 

The activists entered the cinema to 
hand the manager a letter of protest and 
a dead tree as a symbol of the destruc- 
tion they were to profit from. Once in- 
side the cinema complex protesters also 
enlisted the help of Daffy Duck, Bugs 
Bunny, and Tweety Pie, who all will- 
ingly held banners demanding a boycott 
of The Beach 1 , some of the public also 
joined in. The protesters encouraged cin- 
ema goers 



to boycott the film by distributing 
flyers, talking to those queuing and 
creating their own Beach scenes outside 
and inside the cinema. 

Despite a police presence, and 
agitation around the building of a sand 
castle there were no arrests. For further 
information: see www.uq.edu.au/ 
-pggredde, or contact Boycott, 'The 
Beach', PO Box ITA, Newca^tjeriipon- 
Tyne, NE99 I.TA. 


‘Terrorist’ train activist sentenced 

There were riots in Turin, Italy, on 30 th 
Jan after Silvano Pellissero was sentenced 
to 6 years and 8 months. in prison. His 
crime? According to the state prosecuter, 
Tatangelo, "Pellissero and those like him 
are dangerous for the democratic state,, not 
so much for the nature pf their crimes, but 
for the popular consensus which they 
create in a potentially explosive social 
situation." 

3 people, Silvano, Soledad Maria Rosas 
and Edqardo Massari w'ere the scapegoats 
of a continued crackdown by the Italian 
authorities on people labelled as 
"terrorists". Despite no evidence, they 
were accused of being involved in, the 
Grey Wolves, a so-called eco-tcrrorist 
group 'which allegedly "sabotaged" a 
building site for high speed trains in the 
Northern Italian Alps. 

The Italian state used special terrorism 
laws to keep the three in prison despite 
lack of evidence against them. This led to 
first Edoardo, then Sole a mqntl) later to 
commit suicide (knowing the reputation 
of the Italian police in causing 
"accidental deaths of anarchists" some 
people seriously question these suicides). 

A protest in solidarity with the Italian 
activists was planned in front of the Ital- 
ian Embassy, London, on Wednesday 
23rd February. Contact: si- 

losquat@tiscalinet.it. 1( 


Betuwelijn debate continues... 

It took two full days, 550 heavy-duty 
policemen and cost around 3 million 
guilders (14 million Euro), but 
eventually around 80 Dutch EarthFirst! 
(GroenFront!) activists were evicted 
from the eight squatted houses that 
blocked the way for one of the most ex- 
pensive and prestigious transport pro- 
jects in the Netherlands: the Betuwelijn. 
This rail freight line from the Rotterdam 
harbour to the German ‘hinterland’ is 
one of the fourteen priority projects of 
TENs, the Trans European Networks. 
The Betuwelijn which will ruin beautiful 
scenery and many small villages and 
houses along the 130 km route, has been 
heavily criticised by all parties, includ- 
ing economists, scientists, local and na- 
tional politicians, road hauliers, freight 
shippers and environmental activists. 

The question is what will happen next. 
Possibly the Betuwelijn debate gets a 
new impulse because of the recent 
actions, but many more are likely 
needed in the nearby future. Gro- 
enFront! has promised to keep on doing 
actions until the last rail is put into 
place. More info: groenfr@dds.nl or tel* 
+31-6- 26200729 

Resistance is Fertile! 

Across the world people are waking up 
to the implications of GE technology. 
Beyond the health and environmental 
risks posed, there is a global system of 
food production that is forcing this 
unwanted, unsafe and unnecessary 
technology upon us. These concerns 
have highlighted the choices that we can 
make about the food we grow and eat. 
Consequently a global week of activities 
is being planned from 1-7 April 2000 to 
fight against genetic engineering and 
also with the aim to celebrate the diver- 
sity of our local agricultural systems and 
will be an opportunity to strengthen the 
international network of anti-GE activ- 
ists and show the solidarity between 
groups that have diverse political and 
social backdrops to their campaigning. 

Topics including aspects of industrial 
agriculture, GE, world trade systems and 
the positive alternatives to this 
institutionalised madness could be 
focussed on. There will also be global 
actions to participate in. It is down to all 
of us to make this happen to start get- 
ting organised and creating inspiration. 
Contact: www.resistanceisfertile.com; 
contributions to: seeds@gn.apc.org . 


Porky Pie Productions 
Kugel blitz is a London 1 V production 
company with close links through their 
director Martin Durkin to the virulently 
anti-environmentalist and mysteriously 
funded ’Living Marxism’. Kugelblitz 
made the distorted, pro-Monsanto 
’Against Nature’ and more recently have 
been making an ’Equinox’ programme 
for Channel 4 on the scientifically 
proven 'wonders’ of GMO's. The mis- 
sion seems to be 'pretend you’re radicals 
then turn the truth upside down'. 

Kugelblitz seem set on discrediting the 
hard-work and time put in to expose the 
truth. They play to people's cynicism 
bombarding the audience with so many 
lies they end up totally confused about 
whatever the issue is. They are at the 
sharp end of the misinformation's and 
we need to stop them spreading lies. 

After ’Against Nature’ Channel 4 were 
so concerned about the proven bias of 
the programme, misrepresenting con- 
tributors and the motives of the pro- 
gramme makers that they put on a hast- 
ily-unscheduled discussion programme 
about the series. Greens, particularly 
George Monbiot, proceeded to pull apart 
the series apd expose it as a pack of lies. 
Both Kugelblitz and director, Martin 
Durkin, should have been told to go find 
a new career but no- they have been 
awarded new commissions by Channel 
4's top science editor! 

At the moment Kugelblitz are operat- 
ing normally - hopefully not for long 
they live at: Kugelblitz, 4P Leroy 
House, 436 Essex Road, LONDON N1 
3QP. Tel: 0171 688 1711/1705. Contact 
Equinox’s editor responsible, Charles 
Fumeaux: cfumeaux@channel4.co.uk, 
and his assistant Marie to remind them 
that their decision to select Kugelblitz 
with their clear track record of distortion 
to make a so-called serious science pro- 
gramme for the Equinox series is a seri- 
ous dereliction of duty. You can fax 
Charles Fumeaux’s office direct on 0171 
306 8358. 


Camps under siege! 

At GorseWood, evictions are now well 
m swing however just before going to 
print a handful of protesters were still 
holding out in a tunnel with the bailiffs 
still a fair way off till reaching them 
Large areas of meadowland, woodland 
and the environmentally sensitive Cuny 
Hill are set to be destroyed to make way 
for the 6-lane A130 link road. The road 
is being financed by the Private Finance 
Iniative, and is sponsored by Country- 
route pic which is a consortium of road- 
builders Laing. 

The siege at Hockley continues with 
those at the camp being trapped inside 
with provisions of food drying up. 

People are desperately needed NOW to 
bring food and get over the perimeter 
fences. 

The developers (Countryside 
Residential) have fenced off the whole 
site and drive piles around the perimeter 
Security guards are present. There is a 
small gate through the security com- 
pound - but effectively, the protestors in 
the camp feel as if they are under "house 
arrest" and being "starved out". There 
have been a lot of problems getting food 
in. However, post can get in. 

Please send any food parcels ASAP to: 
Beckney Protest Camp, Wood Avenue 
Hockley, Essex SS5 5NU 
Also may be useful: those tin blankets 
that keep the heat in (you can get them 
at camping shops). If you can get down 
to the site to show support (and throw 
supplies over the perimeter fence) at any 
time over the next few weeks - ASAP! - 
please do. Also make the most of seeing 
this beautiful area of wildlife rich wood- 
land before it disappears forever under 
60 luxury homes. 


Nestle 16 cases dropped 
Charges for the “Nestle 16” have been 
dropped just before the planned court 
case. The 16 activists were originally 
charged with attempted burglary at a 
demonstration at a Nestle factory in 
Halifax on N30 last year. The cases 
were dropped, well... Because there was 
f.a. evidence against them! 


The Editors of the Earth First! Action Update do not intend to enconrage 

people to carry oat any illegal action. The Action Update is for information 
purposes only. 



Women around tlie world are inuolued in a huge uaiiety of different actions, campaigns and euents. constantly challenging, resisting and speahing out against oppression. 
International Women's Gay. March 8 300D, drams attention to this, fln this day. and on others, aiomen milt be shouting solidarity inith each other, celebrating their strength, and 
highlighting the tinhs between different types of oppression they are inunlued in fighting eoery dag. 


stop The War On Women! Global Women’s Strike 

The Campaign Against the Arms Trade Women's Network Stop the World and change it! 


Women make up half the 
world’s population, perform 
two- thirds of its work- hours, 
receive one-tenth of the 
world’s income and own less 
than one- hundredth of its 
property. (UN Report, 1980) 


While everyone is affected when arms are sold to repressive regimes, women find themselves on the 
front line in modem wars; the nature of conflict has changed so that over 90% of today’s casualties are 
civilians, not combatants. Women are targeted specifically through the use of sexual violence, and are 
affected more generally by conflict in ways which men are not. 8 out of 1 0 of the world’s refugees are 
women and children, while those most likely to be hit by the misuse of scarce resources are female; if a 
family can only afford to educate one of its children because a government has slashed social spending 
to subsidise arms buying, that child is probably male. 


We want to draw attention to the UK’s role in arming regimes which abuse women’s rights, and express 
our support for women in conflict zones around the world. Ending the arms trade obviously wouldn’t 
end violence against women, but banning the sale of weaponry to states such as Turkey, where Kurdish 
women are routinely raped by Turkish soldiers, would at least send a clear message to the perpetrators 
of such abuses. At the moment, potential arms customers can abuse, rape and displace women, with 
no diplomatic ill effects - still offered loans and credit at the taxpayers’ expense to purchase all the guns 
and tanks their hearts desire. 



The action is in London on Wednesday 
March 8 th , from 9 - 11am. Meet at the 
Department of Trade and Industry, Kinsgate 
House, 66-74 Victoria street (next to the 
Clinton card shop) - nearest tube: Victoria/St 
James 3 Park. ( 
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On March 8 th , the Campaign Against Arms 
Trade Women’s Network will be taking action 
to mark International Women’s Day, in 
solidarity with women around the world who 
are at the receiving end of the UK’s 
mercenary attitude to human rights. 


If you’d like more information, or materials, if you’re 
interested in NVDA, or if you’d like to find out more about 
the CAAT Women’s Network, call June or Sarah at the 
CAAT office on 020 7281 0297, or e-mail 
womensnet@caat.demon.co.uk And if you can make it'brt 
, <r the 8 th . we’d love to see vou! 


^/omen Speak Out/ 

Women Speak Out organise weekends of political, feminist, radical, anti- capitalist ideas and 
actions. Their broad aims include empowering women involved in environmental and anti- nuclear 
campaigns, encouraging new women to become involved in activism, providing workshops where 
women can learn skills for non- violent direct action, and building up strong networks to lay 
foundations for future actions. p; V 

The next Women Speak Out weekend will be 26 th - 29 th May, in London. The weekend will embrace 
a mixture of discussion, skill sharing and practical workshops on a wide range of subjects such as 
history of feminism, sustainable living in cities, bike maintenance, sexuality, guerrilla gardening, 
direct action, anti- patriarchal struggles, fighting racism... 

Sleeping space, creche and cheap, tasty vegan food. For more info. Tel: 0181 374 9885 email: 
womenspeakout@hotmail.com 


Women all over the world will be taking action to demand a total change of priorities. $800bn a 
year is spent on military budgets worldwide, while less than $20 billion is spent on all the 
essentials of life - accessible clean water, health, sanitation, basic education. March 8 th 2000 will 
be the first-ever Global Women's Strike - for a Millennium which values all women's work and all 
women's lives. v *iorld <S 


INDIA: Women will do no housework 
or other work in the villages of 
Madhya Pradesh, thousands will 
march in : Raipur, Ragard & 

Mahasmund. Chhattisgarh 
Women's Organisation will go to 
Bhopal to meet officials and to 
Delhi to lobby the government 
Chief Minister, pressing demands to 
end violence and poverty. 

SPAIN: Women from churches, trades 
unions, local government and feminists are 
calling a stoppage of women (and men supporters) at 
12 noon for a Millennium without Poverty or 
Violence. Women in waged work will gather outside 
their workplaces, and women doing unwaged work 
will gather in the central square of their village, town 
or neighbourhood for the reading of a manifesto 
outlining stoppage demands. 

BURKINO FASO: Rural women are Striking to 
Exist, demanding money for birth certificates and 
identity cards which most can't afford. 

CANADA: Raging Grannies holding a workshop 
downtown and a Press Conference with Queen's 
Women’s Centre, publicising Women Take Off 
March 8. 

MEXICO: Daughters of the Com Women's 
Collective holding a strike day with public meeting, 
debate and celebration in Mexico City. 



USA: Events in several major cities 
including Los Angeles, New York, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, 
Washington DC, co-ordinated by 
US Wages for Housework. The 
Welfare Warriors (Wisconsin) 
gathering women's Bills for Billy 
(Clinton) - what welfare they're owed 
for their work, which he's stealing 
v <V from them 

*/)i ^ 2v 

7 ^ 0|0b& X PHILIPPINES: Community groups will 

lobby the president to issue a Presidential 
Proclamation making 8 March a paid holiday; 
women's parties and picnics in communities and 
villages; a "No Shopping Day" to protest against the 
consumer industry's profits at women's expense. 

IRELAND: The Women Count Network will be 
Striking for a Change in any way they think 
appropriate and, along with the National Women's 
Council, is pressing for a National Paid Holiday on 1 
February (St Brigid's Day), to Value Women's Work: 
"A DAY OFF - because we're worth it!" 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO The National Union of 
Domestic Employees will lead a women's march and 
rally in the capital, Port of Spain. 

NIGERIA: The Grassroots Women Foundation is 
demanding that 8 March be declared a national public 
holiday and that breastfeeding working r others be 
paid a special allowance. 


Women are also making plans in: Albania, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Cameroon, Chile, Ecuador, Finland, France, 
Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy, Kenya, Korea, Kurdistan, Kyrgyzstan, Malawi, The 
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Puerto Rico, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan... 

UK Events In LONDON, women are invited to be audacious and bodacious at a Day of Celebration and 
protest, films and live performances by women singers, dancers, poets, from a range ofcoutrttics. Full 
wheelchair access; childcare; food & refreshments. 1-11pm, Union Chapel, Compton Avenue, Islington, 

London, N1 (Highbury & Islington tube). Activities also planned at Bolton Unemployed Centre; Salford 
^Womer^ Sisters; Keitbley Womens Centre, fk in Ashton under Lyme. 

For info, on the Global Women’s Strike contact Crossroads Women’s Centre on 0207 482 2496. Website 
http://womenstrike8m.serverl01.com Strike leaflets available in 15 languages. 
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Bath EFI 

do POBox 426, Bath 
Somerset BA1 2ZD 

Bristol EF! 
do Box 51 

Greenleaf Bookshop 

82 Colston Street 

Bristol BS1 5BB 

0117 939 3093 

Cambridge EF! 

Box E, 12 Mill Road 
Cambridge CB1 2AD 

Cheltenham EF! 

16 Portland Street 
Cheltenham 

Gloucs. GL52 2PB 
hq@chelt-ef. freeserve. 
co.uk 

Exeter Environ. Network 
PO Box 185 

Exeter EX4 4EW 

Fife EFI 

do 91 South Street 

St. Andrews 

Fife KY16 9Q 

01334 477411 

Guildford EF! 

PO Box 217 

Guildford GUI 1WS 
fax 01483 203212 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse 

1 Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 
1AX 01248 355821 
afu01b@bangor. ac. uk 

Hull On Earth 
do PO Box 43 

Hull HU1 1AA 

LEAF 

BoxZ, 13 Biddulph St. 
Leicester LE2 1BH 

0116 210 9652 

Leeds EFI, do CRC. 

16 Sholebroke Avenue 
Leeds LS7 3HB 

0113 262 9365 
leedsef@ukf.net 

Liverpool EF! 

96 Bold Street 

Liverpool LI 4HY 

LuneAC (Lancaster) 
01524 593878 
luneac@joymail.com 1 

Manchester EFI \ 

Dept 29 

255 Wilmslow Road ' 

Manchester M14 5LW 1 

0161 226 6814 ! 

mancef@nematode. \ 

freeserve.co.uk c 

Mid-Somerset EF! ' 

PO Box 23, 5 High St. ' 
Glastonbury, Somerset ' 
BA6 9PU V 

Norfolk EFI 11 

Norwich Direct Action S 

Forum PO Box 487 \ 

Norwich NR2 3AL f 

07931 308091 £ 

Directactionfomm @ 2 

egroups.com B 

Nottingham EF! B 

do the Rainbow ctr B 

182 Mansfield Road 
Nottingham NG1 3HW 
0115 958 5666 

Oldham EF! _. 

PO Box 127 % 

OLDHAM OL4 3FE £ 

Oxford Community Action m! 


Box E, 111 Magdalen 
Rd 

OXFORD 0X4 IRQ 


Reclaim the Streets 
PO Box 9656, London 
N4 4JY 0171 281 4621 
rts@gn.apc.org 


Reclaim the Valleys 
do Swansea 
Environment Centre 
Pier Street 
Swansea SA11RY 


CONTACTS MARCH 2000 
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Spirit of Freedom 
( Earth Lib. Prisoners ) 
do Leeds EF! 
earthiibprisoner@ 
hotmail.com 


Reading Roadbusters 
R.I.S. Centre 
35-39 London Street 
Reading 

Berkshire RG1 4PS 
0118 954 6430 
roadbusters@clara.net 


Sheffield E.FI 
co/ Brambles Resource 
Centre, 82 Andover st, 
Sheffield, S3 9EH. 

0114 2797164 

jimthackery@yahoo.co. 

uk 


Aufheben 
Brighton & Hove 
Unemployed Workers' 
Centre, 4 Crestway 
Parade, Hollingdean 
Brighton BN1 7BL 
a ufheben99@ 
yahoo.co.uk 


Corporate Watch 
16b Cherwell St. 
Oxford 0X4 1BG 
01885 791391 mail 
@corporatewatch. org 


South Devon EFI 
See Totnes Genetics 
Group 


EFI South-Central 

www.mindstar.freeuk. 

com/ef 

Ef@mindstar. freeuk 
com 


Swansea People EF! 
do Green Action 
Swansea Uni SU 
Swansea. Wales 


South Wales Activism 
Network (SWAN) 

PO Box 70, Newport, 
NP1 OYD netswans@ 
yahoo.com 


TAPP (Tyneside Action 
for People & Planet) 

PO Box ITA 
Newcastle NE1 ITA 
tapp@newcastle54. 
freeserve.co.uk 


Warwick EF! 
do Green Society 
Warwick Uni SU 
Coventry CV4 7AL 


csv.warwick.ac.uk 


Counter Information 
do Transmission 
28 Kings Street 
Glasgow G1 5QP 


Do or Die 
do Prior House, 

6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo. co. u, 


Green Anarchist 
BCM1715 

London WC1N3XX 


Green Line 
PO Box 5, Lostwithiel 
Cornwall PL22 0YT 
0870 733 4970 


FINs - for a full list of 
free information 
networks & more, send 
SAE to: London FIN 
do 99 Torrinio Avenue 
London NW5 2RX 


1-Contact video network 
76 Mina Road, Bristol 
BS2 9TX, 

0117 914 0188 

i-contact@ 

videonetwork.org 


Peace News 
5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 9DY 


RadiX-europe wide DA 
5 lending library 
do Projektwerkstatt 
GostenheferHauptstr50 
D-90443 Nuernberg 
Germany 

+49 (0) 91 1 2875880 
RadiX @ 

pathfindermail.com 


Smash Hits 
BM Box 5538 
London WC1N3XX 


1003021 61 6@ 
compuserve.com 

Anarchist Communist 
Federation 
do 84b Whitechapel 
. High Street 

London El 7QX 

Anarchist-Primitivist 

Network 

PO Box 252 
Rickmansworth 
Hertfordshire WD3 3AY 

Anti-Fascist Action 

BM Box 1734 

London WC1N3XX 

Anti-Quarry Action 
(AQUA) 

Kimberly Mill Park 

King’s Steigntori 

TQ12 3NR 

01626363844 

CAGE (against prison 
building) 
do Notts EF! 

Campaign Legal Group 
(self-training) 

43 Swan Meadow Road 
Poolstock 

Wigan WN3 5BJ 

01942 513792 

Chiapas Link 

Box 79, 82 Colston 
Street, Bristol 
chiapaslink@yahoo.com 

Disabled Action Network 
3 Crawley Road 

Wood Green, London 
N22 6AN 0181 

8891361 

lecofaeriesl 
do Leeds EF! 

DELTA - 

BoxZ, 13 Biddulph St, 
Leicester LE2 1BH 

Earth Circus Network 
CREATE Centre 

Smeaton Road, Bristol 
BS1 6XN 01 17 

9250505 

Forest Action Network 
(as for Norfolk EF!) 

01603 611953 
fanuk@envimlink.org 

Genetic Engineering i 

Network (GEN) 1 

(as for RTS) 1 

0181 374 9516 ( 

| genetics® gn. ape. org 


The Land is Ours 
see Oxford EFI ) 

01865 432920 
office@ff/o. demon, co, uk 


Legal Defence & 
Monitoring Group 
BM Haven 
London WC1N 3XX 
0181 5337116 


Scotland G84 8HT 
01436 820 901 


Making Waves 
PO Box 1377, Sheffield 
S36 4BZ 01226 764279 
pp3mo@aol.com 


Friends of Lyminge 
Forest 

do 3 Abbott Road 
Folkstone, Kent CT20 
1NG 01303 257046/ 
07803 1738 
mertin@envirolink. org 


London GreenPeace & 
McLibel Support 
Campaign 
5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 9DX 
0171 713 1269 
info@mcspotlight. org 


Gorse Wood 
(anti-A170 bypass) 
02082994244 
Www.gorsewood. 
omniia.co.uk 


No Opencast 
190 Shepherds Bush Rd 
London W6 7NL 
0171 603 1831 


The Rational Trust, 
(Wilts, greenfields) 
do 21 Beaulieu Close, 
Swindon, SN5 8AQ 
0788 0592370/ 

0836 743581 


Schnews & Justice? 

PO Box 2600, Brighton, 
E. Sussex BN2 2DX 
01273 685913 


Solidarity Federation 
PO VBox 29, SW PDO, 
Manchester, Ml 5 5HW 
0161 232 7889 


West Country Activist 
do PO Box 478 
Taunton TA2 7YR 
wca@conk.com 


Undercurrents 
16b Cherwell St, Oxford, 
OX4 1BG 01865 
203662 

underc@gn. ape. org 
Advisory Service for 


GenetiX Snowball 
( open crop removal ) 
One World Centre 
Mount Street 
Manchester M2 5NS 
0161 834 0295 
genetixsnowball@ 
onet.co.uk 


Subvertise! 
do Box E 

111 Magdalen Road 

Oxford 

OX4 IRQ 

subs@vemrfy.hway.co.uk 


Third Battle of Newbury 
POBox 5642 
Newbury RG14 5WG 
07000 785 201 
thindbattte@hotmail. 
com 


An Talamh Gias 
4 Ashgrove, Seacrest 
Knocknacarra, Eire 
roberta@indigo.ie 


A SEED Europe 
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POBox 92066, 1090AI 
Amsterdam.Nethertandi 
+31-20 6682236 
aseedeur@antenna. nl 


Hockley Housing 
(near Southend) 
01702 206181/ 
0831 687635 


Autonomous Green 
Action, POB 4721, 
Station E, Ottawa 
Ontario K1S 5H9 
Canada 
soy@igs.net 


9 Ladies Anti Quarry 
Camp 

Lees Cross.Lees Road 
Stanton Lees, Matlock, 
Derbyshire 
Http://pages.zoom.co. 
uk/~nineladies/ 


Action For Social 
Ecology 

Box 34089, 10026 
Stockholm, Sweden 
ekologisten@usa.net 


Park Nook Camp do 
Liverpool EFI 
0403176279 


Pressmennan Woods 
Camp do 7 Pitcox, 
Dunbar, EH42 IRQ 
01368 850630 


Trident Ploughshares 
2000 ( anti-nuke direct 
disarmament ) 

( see Norfolk EF! ) 
01603 611953 
reforest@gn. ape. org 


Sellafield Women’s 
Peace Camp 
(bi-monthly) Box Z 
( see Leeds EFI ) 

0113 262 1534 
56a Infoshop 
56 Crampton Street 
London SE17 3AE 
Open 2-8pm Thurs & Fri 
Autonomous Centre of 
Edinburgh 

17 West Montgomery 
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Australian EF! AU 
ef_au@hotmail.com 
Car Busters 
Kratka 26, 100 00 
Praha 10, Czech Rep. 
+(420) 2781 0849 


wanadoo.fr 


Coast Mountains EF! 
1472 Commercial Drive 
Box 128, Vancouver 
V5L3X9 Canada 
+ 1 604 708 9660 


Czech Republic EF! 
Zeme predevsim! 
POBox 237, 16041 
Prague 6, Czech Rep. 
zemepcedevsim@ecn.cz 


Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, Eugene OR 
97440 USA 
+1-541-344 8004 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


Place, Edinburgh EH7 
5HA 0131 557 6242 
ace@punk.org.uk 


Totnes Genetics 
Group 


A-Spire( see Leeds 
EFI) 

ire@geocities. com: 
autonomous zone 


’OTHER + 
CONTACTS 


Squatters 
2 Saint Pauls Road 
London Nl 2QN 
0171 359 8814 
advice @ 

squat, freeserve. co. uk 


Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty 
Campaign, PO Box 
381, Cheltenham, 
Glos, GL50 1YN 
I 0121 632 6460 


housing network) 

Box HN, 111 Magdalen 
Road, Oxford OX4 IRQ 
01865 794 800 
info@urgentorg.Uk 
Aldermaston Women's 
Peace Camp 


PROTHST CAMPS 


Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 
33610 Tampere 61 
Finland 

.fi 


Citizen Smith 
Old Community Centre 
161 College Road 
Kensal Green, London 
NW10 3PH 
07931 980534. 


hotmail.com 


Ecodefence! 

Moskovsky prospekt 
120-34236008 
Kaliningrad/ 
Koenigsburg, Russia 
ecodefence@gla&apc.or£ 


FIN 

Umweltprojektwerkstatt 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH 
10965 Berlin, Germany 
+49(0)30 78913144 
umprowe @ 
jpberUn. bertinet. de 


Groene Front!, 

Postbus 85069, 3058 
AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
gmenfr@dds.nl 


ALF Supporters Group 
BCM Box 1160 
London WC1N 3XX 


Hunt Saboteurs Assoc. 
PO Box 2786 
Brighton BN2 2AX 
01273 622827 
hsa@gn.apc.org 


Friends of MOVE 
PO Box 14129 
London W12 8GR 


Industrial Workers 
of the World 
75 Humberstone Gate 
Leicester LEI 1WB 


33 Heron Road 
Bristol BS5 0LT 
0117 939 3746 


Avon Ring Road Protest 
Camp 

do 84 Colston Street 
Bristol BS1 5BB 
0797 999 0389 


Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road 
07931 181 761 


Faslane Peace Camp 
IShandon, Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire 


Kebele Community Ctr 
14 Robertson Road 
Eastville 
Bristol BS5 6JY 
0117 939 9469 
kebele@marsbard. 
com 


1 in 12 Club 
21-23 Albion Street 
BRADFORD, BD1 2LY 
01274 734160 


Worthing Anarchist Teapot 
PO box 4144, Worthing 
West Sussex BN14 7NZ 
teapot@worthing. eco- 
action.org 


Green Action Israel 
PO Box 4611, Tel-Aviv 
Zip Code 61046 Israel 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 


People's Global Action 
( against WTO and 
neoliberalism ) 

+4122 344 4731 
infb@agp.org 


Pobal An Dulra 
242 Sunset Drive 
Cartron Point, Sligo 
“ +353 71 44348 


Poland EF! 

POBox 40, 43-304 
Bielsko-Biala 4 Poland 
+48-33 183153 
wapienica@ 
pnrwi.most.org.pl 
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tacts. Some of them are active groups, some of them are aspiring towards this but need more people to get in touch. Some are just people 
. 8®* n 8 011 direct action wise in their area. The Propaganda section lists non-EF! publications which we think are worth reading. International 
Contacts are entry points into that country’s own network of groups. Other Contacts arc ones whose aims and principles we agree with fully or in part, or groups that we 
think may be of use or interest to people. For groups web addresses visit http://www.snel.co.uk/ef/ New additions and alterations are shown in bold 


Ooh Aah...U’wa 
The U'wa people are being killed. 
They are in engaged in a tense standoff 
with the Colombian Government and 
Occidental Petroleum (Oxy) to prevent 
oil drilling on their sacred ancestral 
lands. The U’wa tribe have been 
fighting against Oxy extracting oil 
from their land for a few' years. Even 
Shell pulled out of the project citing 
human rights concerns. In Colombia 
oil brings militarisation and environ- 
mental destruction. The situation is ur- 
gent. 

On Friday, February 1 1, combined 
Colombian military and police forces 
arrived in Canoas, approximately 4 
kilometres from Gibraltar 1. site of the 
Oxy's proposed oil well. At the site, 
approximately 450 people from the 
U'wa community, and their supporters 
were gathered. Without prior warning, 
soldiers and anti-riot police used tear 
gas, bulldozers and riot sticks to 
charge the crowd and the U'wa were 
forced to flee by leaping into the River 
Cubujon. As a result of these violent 
acts, three U'wa children died. Many 
adults were injured, and there are U'wa 
who are still missing. 

Responding to the recent use of force 
by the Colombian National Police 
against the peaceful U'wa, rural 
workers throughout the region began a 
general strike on February 1 5. The 
U’wa resistance continues but to be 
successful the efforts of the U’wa in 
Colombia must be matched by global 
action! 

Organize against Fidelity 
Investments - one of Oxy's largest 
shareholders who are willing to profit 
from the destruction of U'wa lands and 
culture. (Fidelity have hardly done 
their PR any favours by announcing 
that ‘Our portfolio managers are not 
trained to make investnjenj decisions 
in order to fulfil social or political ob- 
jectives.') Find your nearest Fidelity 
Investor centre at : http://personal400. 
fidelity.com/gen/centers/invstctr.html. i 
tvsr Get free phone numbers to call 
Fidelity from around the world at : 
http://www 1 00.fidelity.com/about/ 
contact/inter, html 

Write to Fidelity's CEO Mr. Edward 
Johnson III, Fidelity Investments, 82 
Devonshire Street, Boston, MA 02109. 

More info at www.ran.org or www. 
amazonwatch.org 


Oxford 

Campaigners in Oxford are trying to stop 
Berkeley Homes evicting voles and liz- 
ards and building £350,000 worth of 
'socially useful' housing alongside the ca- 
nal. 

Slogans appear every night and are white- 
washed by contractors each day.. 
Anarchist rules football has been played, 
watched by an audience of 4 police for 2 
hours. In a separate incident Laing Homes 
have demolished the wall of a listed 
bridge and are now in trouble with the 
Council. They are also in trouble with the 
fire brigade for blocking access to the 
industrial estate with a JCB where they 
were burning demolition waste and being 
unable to find the keys. http://freespace. 
virgin.net/art.2000/OxfordCanal 


City Police spotters nabbed Kuldip Bajwa 
demonstrating outside the Labour Party 
conference in Bournemouth due to his 
likeness to someone caught on video hit- 
ting a police riot shield with a placard 
pole at June 18. Judge Barlhurst Norman 
said too much leniency had previously 
been shown to J 1 8 reprobates and sen- 
tenced Kuldip to a full 21 months for vio- 
lent disorder. No mention was made of the 
violent disorder perpetrated by police rep- 
robates at the same event. 

Satpal Ram 

Saptal Ram has now been in jail for fpur- 
teen years, for defending himself against 
a violent racist attack in a Birmingham 
restaurant. Whilst in prison, he has been 
subjected to constant strip-searches and 
beatings. On Monday 28th Feb, his family 
are due to meet with Paul Boateng, the 
Minister for prisons, to demand that Sap- 
tal be released immediately. There will be 
a vigil of support on the same day outside 
the Home Office, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
London SW1 beginning at 9.30am. Free 
Saptal Ram, PO Box 23 139, London SE1 
IZU. w'ww. ncadc.demoh.co.uk/saptal.html 


Prisoners 


Kuldip Bajwa DN7230. HM Prison Brixton, 
Jebb Avenue, London SW2 5XF. 21 months 
for offence relating to J18. 

Stuart Tokham DN7072. Also HMP Brixton. 
Jeff Booker, sentenced to 18 months for J18 
activities, has been moved to HMP Elmley, 
Church Road, Eastchurch, Sheemess, Kent 
ME124AX. Prison number DN7071. 


Action Diary I 
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march 

1-8 International Week of Action for the 
Abolition of nuclear weapons. Contact 
CND 0171 700 2393. 

4 Demo at Menwith Hill US Spy Base, 12 
noon till 4pm. Contact Yorkshire CND, 
01274 730795. 

4 Mumia Must Live! Demo. Assemble 1pm 
Embankment tube. Contact 020 7538 5821 . 
4-5 Hebden Bridge: CAAT Residential 
National Forum against arms exports. 
Contact CAAT 020-728 1 0279. 

8 International Women’s Day and Global 
Strike. Contact Crossroads Women’s 
Centre, 0171 482 2496. 

8 CAAT Women's Network Action. 9 am 
Department of Trade and Industry, 

Kinsgate House, 66-74 Victoria St, 

London. Nearest tube Victoria. Tel: 020 
7281 0297 

9 Global Day of Action in Solidarity with 
the U’wa. www.ran.org 

10 Fundraising Night for Simon Jones 
Memorial Campaign. Mark Thomas etc. at 
Hove Town Hall, 8.30 pm. Contact PO Box 
2600, Brighton BN2 2DX, or book on 
709709. 

1 1 CAAT Student Gathering, London. 

020 728 1 0297 

17-19 Living without Cruelty Exhibition, 
Kensington Town Hall, London. £3.50/ 

£2. 50concessions.Contact: Animal Aid 
01732 364546 

26 Global Boycott of Procter and Gamble. 
Contact Uncaged. 01 14 253 0020. 

APRIL 

1-7 Resistance is Fertile, week of action 
against genetic foods 
16-17 'mobilisation for global justice'. 
Actions planned when the IMF meet in 
Washington DC. 

28-MAY 1 Mayday 2000 Conference 
Festival of Anti-Capitalist Ideas and 
Action. Contact Mayday 2000, (0)20 8374 
5027. BM Mayday London WC1N 3 XX. 

30 Stop the Terrorism Bill Demo. Meet 
2pm Highbury Fields, Highbury, London 
N5. Nearest tube Highbury and Islington. 
Contact 0161 226 6814. 

MAY 

6 Day for people of Iraq, Central London 
Venue. (0)207 872 5451. 

12-17 Hope & Resistance International 
Gathering , Oxford. £50 includes 
accommodation and meals. Reservation 
essential: 01273 625 173 rowantilly@ gn. 
apc.org 

26-29 Women Speak Out weekend Tel:' 
0181 374 9885. 







Global May Day Gains Momentum 

Mayday 2000 Global Day of Action is 
taking place in over 40 cities in 16 coun- 
tries, including, in England, London, 
Sheffield, Manchester and Southampton. 
Tfie conference taking place in London 
on 29th and 30th April will be a mixture 
of issues-based workshops, campaign 
updates, skills sharing and DrY, a book- 
fair, film festival, alternative media and 
puppet and banner-making over the 
weekend. 

Say "Scheese" 

On Sun 30th April, everyone is invited 
to A30 "Class of 2000" - in opposition 
to the Terrorism Bill - come dressed for 
direct action. See Action Diary. 

As well as the "official" venue hosting 
the festivities, other large spaces are be- 
ing sought across London to host art and 
creative spaces, kids and women-only 
spaces, mobile kitchens and crash 
accommodation spaces. If you can help 
look out for likely sites or have any 
workshop ideas or creativity to offer, 
contact mayday2k@email.com 

~ Lovee’s needed 

' Auditions are taking place for actors, 
technicians and anyone else interested 
c in taking part in a play about the 
"Haymarket Martyrs" from the group 
who organised the Bradford production 
in previous years. You don't need any 
experience, just loads of enthusiasm. 
Interested? e-mail janenoel@everett3 . 
ffeeserve.co.uk 

Leaflets, stickers and preposterous press 
speculation, all coming soon. BM May- 
day, London WC IN 3XX (020) 8374 
5027 

www . freespeech . org/may day2k 


US Navy coming to bomb Scotland 

In a bizarre twist to the UK/US ‘special 
relationship 1 , the US navy will soon 
be arriving off the north coast of Scot- 
land. There, it will fire shells at the tiny 
island of Garvie and part of the 
mainland at Cape Wrath. And all by 
invitation of the Ministry of Defence. 
The US navy are coming here because 
protests have forced them out of the 
island of Vieques off Puerto Rico, in the 
Caribbean. They have been dropping 
bombs on Vieques for 58 years, 
including recently Depleted Uranium 
shells, leaving toxic ammo all over the 
island and increasing the cancer rate in 
the local population to 26% higher than 
the rest of Puerto Rico. In April 1999, 
one of many stray bombs killed a 
security guard. Since then, local island- 
ers and Puerto Ricans have occupied the 
naval part of Vieques, acting as a 
human shield' to stop the bombing. 
Many 'civil disobedience camps’ have 
been set up, and the protestors have built 
a dock, church, school and dance hall 
(apparently in that order!) within the 
naval base. 

The US navy is due to arrive at the 
firing range during March, headed by 
the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, SSS 
Dwight D Eisenhower. They have been 
followed by protestors from Puerto 
Rico, who will be speaking at rallies in 
Edinburgh and Inverness. Contact Mike 
Small on 0131 558 7444 (Product 
Office) or email mike@redherring. 
demon.co.uk, or see www.viequeslibre. 
org. 


Contact us at: EF!AU, P.O. Box 1TA 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne NE99 1TA 
0797 4791841 

<actj onupdate@gn.apc . org> 
www . eco-action.org/efau 


Naked Truth 

Two people from the Protest Naked 
For The Right To Be Naked In Public 
campaign are up for, yes, indecent 
exposure at Birmingham Crown Court 
on the 25th Feb. They reckon the 1 847 
law is outdated and should be 
scrapped. After stripping off at such 
tightly dressed places as theRoyal 
Courts of Justice, the campaign plans 
to protest naked at New Scotland Yard 
on July 15th. 01203 222076 www. 
geoci ties, com/thehumanmind/ 

What a Joke! 

What do you get if you tear up 8.5 
miles of countryside, trashing 358 
acres of land containing three special 
sites of scientific interest, 1 0,000 trees, 
two civil war battle sites and then con- 
crete the bloody lot? In the illogical, 
road fanatical Blighty, believe it or 
not, you win an award! Environment 
wrecking, hard core terrorists, Mott 
MacDonald, the organisation responsi- 
ble for this solid achievement, won the 
Concrete Society’s Millennium 
Award. As they have spread the stuff 
over half of China, Hong Kong and 
Malaysia, to name but a few, it’s no 
wonder. They also took away the civil 
engineering category and were 
awarded a certificate of excellence. 
This is obviously going to pave the 
way for other multi-national lovelies to 
grace our land. 


Top Tips for Terrorists... 

Cut around the circle below and stick it 
to a piece of cardboard. Attach a 
safety pin to the back (ask an adult for 
help if necessary) and wear your EF! 
Badge with pride. You too could soon 
be labelled a terrorist. 
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ions cost a minimum of £5 for 12 issues. Send more if you can 
.o we can give free subscriptions to prisoners, etc. Cheques 
v ~j — .o Earth First! Action Update. Remember security; false names 
and a collect or c/o address are advised. 


i o If the circle is ticked then your subscription has run out - Please renew it NOW! 
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Resistance is Fertile 

Huge numbers of different events are 
planned all over the world in the 
‘Resistance is Fertile’ week of action 
from 1 st - 10 th April. Events are happening 
in Canada, France, New Zealand, 

Netherlands, Russia, Belarus, USA and 
even the UK. Website: 

‘www.resistanceisfertile.com’ 

If you would like to join in the 
international resistance, perhaps you 
could stage a ‘protest’ at one of the sites 
listed below. 

Despite the attempts of some local 
councils to stop their tenant farmers 
from growing GM crops, the next round 
of GM farm scale trials are going into 
the ground now. Here are the grid 
references : 


The Monthly Rounc} up of 
Ecological, anij Other, Direct 
Action from Around Britain 


Earth First! is not a cohesive group or 
campaign, but a convenient banner for 
people who share similar principles to 
work under. The general principles behind 
the name are non-hierarchical organisation 
and the use of direct action to confront, 
stop and eventually reverse the forces that 
are responsible for the destruction of the 
Earth and its inhabitants 



CROP FLOPS 

The Genetically Modified oilseed rape 
crop at Hemel Hempstead has failed. 
The majority of the plants failed to 
grow. The Hemel Hempstead G M 
Action Group campaign was to 
culminate in a major event at the GM 
site on Sunday 9th April. However, now 
that there is hardly any crop to see they 
are planning an informal celebration in 
Gaddesden Row near the field, entitled 
the "Crops A Flop Party". 

Web site: 

httD.7/ourworld.compuserve.com/homep 

ages/MartinHumphrev 


Forage maize 5 

* Harpenden, Hertfordshire, grid 
reference TL 1 1 8 1 30 

* Winfarthing, Norfolk, grid reference 
TM 100 879 

* Boothby Graffoe, Lincolnshire, grid 
reference SK 971 586 

* Spital-in-the-street, Lincolnshire, 
grid reference SK 979 907 

* East Newton, Humberside, grid 
reference TA 263 382 

Oil seed rape ( o ) 

* Kempley, Gloucestershire, grid 
reference SO 675 313 

* Laverton, Worcestershire, grid 
reference SP 069 360 

* Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire, 
grid reference SP 154 403 

* Alderminster, Warwickshire, grid 
reference SP 241 486 

* Upper Tysoe , Warwickshire, grid 
reference SP 327 437 


* Piccots End, Hertfordshire, grid 
reference TL 068 115 

* St Osyth/Seawick, Essex, grid 
reference TM 119 138 

* Brockford Green, Suffolk, grid 
reference TM 125 650 

* ITorningtoft, Norfolk, grid reference 
TF 932 243 

* Boothby Graffoe, Lincolnshire, grid 
reference SK 959 592 

* North Kelsey, Lincolnshire, grid 
reference T A 012 006 

* East Newton, Humberside, grid 
reference TA 265 382 

♦Hutton Magna, North Yorkshire, grid 

reference NZ137 115 

Sugar Beet ( A ) 

* East Bradenham, Norfolk, TF 946 
087 

* Ramsey Mereside, Cambridgeshire, 
grid reference TL 308 902 

* Abbots Ripton, Cambridgeshire, grid 
reference TL 221 773 


* Coney Weston, Suffolk, grid 
reference TL 964 785 

* Horningtoft, Norfolk, grid reference 
TF 932 238 

* Tittleshall, Norfolk, grid reference 
TF 896 208 

* Stow Bedon, Norfolk, grid reference 
TL 964 965 

* Friskney Tofts, Lincolnshire, grid 
reference TF 506 542 

♦Burston, Norfolk, TM 128 828 

Fodder Beet ( ) 

* Kersey, Suffolk, grid reference TL 
986 424 

* Ulleskelf, Yorkshire, grid reference 
SE 522 389 

♦Nawton, Yorkshire, grid reference SE 

649 843 

Already, at least two farmers have pulled 
out of the Farm Scale Trials - one at 
Ulleskelf in Yorkshire and another at 
Friskney Tofts in Lincolnshire. 


The EF! AU is written by activists as a networking tool for activists. A different collective takes on its editorship for a 
year at a time, in line with EF!’s non-hierarchical principles. If you have done an action, set up a new group, or want 
to tell people about a campaign, then send us an article (maximum 150 words). It doesn’t matter if it seems small to 
you; stories of 3 people sitting on a digger are sometimes the most inspiring especially to people who aren’t part of a 
large group. The feature pages are also available for longer articles which will provide useful information for AdWis+s 
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News in Brief 


•Awaiting Die result of the Town Churn 
Application, campaigners continue to occupy 
the 3 acre piece of land, at Paik Nook, 
Liverpool Ail is quiet at tlic moment which 
is good because building woik on the toad 
would have already gone ahead if the camp 
wasn’t there. Further info 0403 176 279 

• Undercurrents need your raw camcorder 
footage for ‘Global Views’, aimed at 
building worldwide solidarity against 
globalisation which lias a strangle hold on 
our planet’s resources and communication 
systems Please send Hi8, video 8, SVMS, 
Belacaiti SP. DV tapes with your contact 
details on each tape. Tapes will lx: copied 
and returned & the camera person will keep 
full copyright. Include an explanation & 
campaign contact details. Postage costs can 
be repaid. Contact Paul on 01865 203661 
underc@gn.apc.org 

• Ten activists from an environmental centre 
in Vallec d'Aspc (French Pyrenees) ate on 
hunger strike. A judge ruled that motorway 
construction activities on a very disputed part 
of the route can continue, and there's an 
immediate threat of eviction of the centre 
(likely to be on 20th April ) Riot police, for 
years permanently present in the valley, can 
hardly wail, their hands are itching already. 
atalanta@knowarc.nl La Gotillc d'Bau, 
Maison dc la Montague, 64490 Cette- F.ygun, 
France, tel: 00-33-5-59-34-78-83). 

• Dutch EFI Have blockaded tlic office of 
Prbjectgroup Betuweroute, interfering with 
the work of people planning the largest 
European freight-rail project. One said. This 
is the first action of our Spring offensive 
against capitalism. We’re working in 
preparation of May 1 M , the next global 
anticapifalist day of action. Then FT! And 
other groups will show some radical 
resistance ” 

• The Regulation of Investigatory Powers 
(RIP) Bill wilt force Internet 

Service Providers to build ’’Interception 
capabilities" into their systems. When served 
with an "interception warrant" they will have 
to intercept private email and deliver its 
contents to the police or various intelligence 
agencies, or face a jail sentence. More info. 
hUp./Avww En.apc.org/acl v i l ies/i r 

• A group called " Free Seed Liberation " has 
admitted to destroying 100 genetically 
modified pineapples valued at more $100000 
during a break-in at a private testing facility 
in Brisbane* hUp./Avww. lockon . org 

•In Sydney, Australia, 3000 people had a 
moving street party which blockaded various 
different roads for hours. 

•I r well Valley Earth Firstl is a new group ; 
being set up in and around Salford 
University, so if yon study, live or work in 
Salford and fancy a bit of" no compromise in 
defence of the earth" style action, get in 
t oriel i . 


Roads Round Essex 

At the end of February , the protest 
site at ffockley was finaUy evicted. 

The Campaign Against Silly Homes 
(CASH) had camped at the site since 
July 1999 to stop sixty luxury homes 
being built on 1 1 acres of wood, scrub 
and common land. Contractors built 
extra fences around the camp, (having 
already tried to starve camp residents 
out by cutting off food supplies) and 
began felling trees, despite a legal 
agreement that they wouldn’t. One 
protester was arrested after he was cut 
down from a tree, another was arrested 
under the Trade Union Act for 
‘stopping a man from using his tools’ 
(throwing herself in front of the 
chainsaws), but has now had the charge 
dropped. Trontcally, an appeal pending 
came up in March and the judge 
decreed that the contractors didn’t own 
the land when they tried to evict 
protestors last October, which meant 
that the contractors had to pay court 
and legal costs for that appeal 

Gorsc Wood protest camp has been 
evicted after protestors spent a record 
40 days and 40 nights in tunnels 
underground, delaying road building 
and costing Countryroute pic (a 
consoitium of road-builders Imng) 
large amounts of money. The A130 6- 
lane link road being built there will 
destroy meadow, woodland and an 
environmentally sensitive area. 

Recently another protest camp has 
been set up in Essex this time it is 
against Wilcon Homes (Eastern 
Limited). They want to build an urban 
development, in a rural* area, of 73 
houses at Golden Cross Road, 
Ashingdon near Southend The local 
residents have objected to the problems 
it will cause, flooding, traffic 
congestion, the likely effects on 
wildlife etc. The residents have 
registered the site under the Commons 
Registration Act 1965, so there is now 
an inquiry into tliis and (he local 
Council has the plans for the public to 
inspect. Despite this, the developers 
wanted to clear the site so protesters 
have occupied the area to save the 
trees. The developers spent a lot of 
money boarding up a bungalow, but it 
lias been occupied anyway as there was 
a spare key m the garage! Contact die 
Protest Camp on 0783319195 lor 
Golden Cross Road Action Group 
01702 541267 



Invasion of the Daily Mail 

Lesbian and gay activists invaded the . 
London offices of the homophobic 
Daily Mail this month. The paper- 
support^ the retention of some of the 
most viciously homophobic Legislation 
in Europe, the infamous "Section -28", 
which forbids the "promotion of 
homosexuality" by local authorities. 
Two activists chained themselves to 
the paper's main newsroom, while three 
others took over the main atrium of the 
building, displaying banners and 
sounding horns in the presence of 
hundreds of office workers from the 
Mail and the London Evening 
Standard. One of them chained herself 
to a railing and had to be cut free. 
Outside, a third group of 20 protesters 
organised an impromptu queer street 
festival http : //bak spe org/bigotbu sters 

The Ultimate Challenge? 

Refugees from Fairmile and Newbury 
have been spotted putting up 
treehouses in Boorara forest near 
Northcliffe SW Australia m the 
magnificent old growth kam trees 
Burmings/Sodico LTD of Perth, 
Australia are clearfelling 46 hectares a 
day of virgin karri/jarrah and mam 
trees. Most of these are converted to 
woodchips and exported to Japan to be 
turned into cardboard boxes to house 
consumer goods Some of the timber is 
also exported to the UK (especially 
railway sleepers for Railtrack). Please 
boycott any timber coming from 
Western Australia. 

Help is needed over here. Homes and 
modest financial support are available 
for experienced tree protesters (esp 
riggers) and tunnel experts. These are 
the second tallest trees on the planet 
and the latest platform s are 45 metres 
(130 feet) high up This is the ultimate 
challenge for adrenaline starved tree 
people who fancy doing some hardcore . 
protesting in pristine wilderness areas. 
mmclemen@hotmail com 

Enjoyment Zone 

Bristol Benefits Action Group turned 
their local Labour Party offices into an 
‘Enjoyment Zone’ to protest about the 
introduction of Employment Zones, the 
cutting ot benefits to asylum seekers, 
the extension of New Deal. . and to 
have some fun! Bemused workers were- 
offered the chance to join in the fun as 
activists played party games. The 
occupation lasted half an hour, & the 
group went off to leaflet the local job 
centre to explain, the action to 
claimants . jobsfight@onelist.com 


Refugees are not criminals! 

Seven activists from ARROW were 
arrested at Oakington Detention Centre 
near Cambridge, on its first day of 
operation (20™ March), after 
blockading the entrance to prevent 
asylum seekers from being interned 
there. The seven were arrested for 
highway obstruction after sitting in the 
gateway to the site 

The Detention Centre - situated on an 
old army base is designed to hold 400 
asylum seekers and will increase by 
50% Britain’s capacity for detaining 
asylum seekers. It is envisaged that 
claimants will be held only for about 
seven days while their claims are 
considered, but asylum figures show 
that m 45% of claims an initial 
decision takes six months or longer. 

The Home Office describes Oakington 
as a “reception centre" for asylum 
seekers. However, according to 
Amnesty International, "Oakington’s 
pi incipal aim is - by means of 
summary refusals, inadequate access to 
Jegal advice and the threat of longer- 
term detention elsewhere pending any 
appeal - to expel asylum seekers 
within days of arrival." One of those 
arrested said, "Asylum seekers should 
be offered compassion and support. 
Instead, Britain offers imprisonment 
and a swift refusal of asy lum claims. 
This is fundamentally unjust and we 
are committed to opposing this policy." 
Since (he opening, 6 asylum seekers 
jbave escaped. Police said they are not 
looking for them as they haven’t 
committed any crime. Perhaps the 
police could pass that information on to 
Jack Straw! 

Recruiting for Death 

A national engineering recruitment 
fair held in Birmingham recently was 
lost to many leading UK arras 
organisations, including British 
Aerospace, GKN, Lucas and DERA 
12 activists dressed smartly and 
entered the heavily policed fair to hand 
oul leaflets, hold up banners and chat 
to people attending the fair. T wo 
people climbed onto the roof and 
©furled a banner saying, "Recruiting 
Today l'he UK Death Trade". One 
Jjersou was a nested for holding a bottle 
of fake blood, but was later released 
without charge. The demonstration 
continued outside and the next day, 
with a die-in outside the main entrance 
and an alternative careers stall. The 
response from people attending was on 
the whole very positive. 

The next engineering recruitment faff 
is in Bristol on the 7th and 8th of Apnl. 
For more information contact: 
recrui tmentmfo@yahoo. co uk 


Edinburgh 

The proposed 'upgrading' of the A701 
is in fact an entirely new road which 
will destroy miles of green belt to the 
south of Edinburgh. ihe plan is 
opposed by many communities, 
including locals fighting under the 
name NAAG (No Alignment Action 
Group). 

ihe 2.5 mile dual carriageway will 
have several massive roundabouts, 
some with flyovers, and will cut 
through small communities changing 
their way of life forever It will also 
destroy an SSS1 as well as the fragile 
habitats of protected species and local 
wildlife. It breaks dozens of local and 
national policies on roadbuilding, 
green belt use, environment, transport 
policy, out of town developments and 
wildlife protection. Contact Joan on 
01968 675 109 or get tire full story 
with illustrations of the road from the 
NAAG website: 
http //www.spokes.org. uk/naag/ 

Stop the Star Wars! 

Around 500 people attended a 
demonstration at Menwith Hill 
American Spy Base in the Yorksliire 
Dales. Menwith Hill is the largest US 
spy base in the world, fr om which the 
US top-secret intelligence service can 
eavesdrop on all telecommunications in 
the Northern Hemisphere, including e- 
mail, telephones etc without the 
knowledge of the user. The demo had a 
Star Wars theme to highlight die 
militaristic future planned by the ‘evil 
empire’, also known as the USA 
Menwith Ilrll is expanding to become a 
relay station for the US National 
Defence system which will intercept 
and shoot down missiles. This is in 
breach of international treaties and wi ll , 
lead to an escalation of the arms race. 
Protestors, some dressed as Luke 
Skjwalker, Dartli Vader, Chewbacca, 
Jedi knights and other characters from 
the T.V programme Star Wars, heard 
speeches by comedian Mark Thomas 
and the local mayor (!?), then marched 
around the perimeter of Menwith Hill. 
Many broke the illegal byelaws by 
walking across land owned by the base. 

For more information about, how Big 
Brother listens to you, contact 
Yorkshire CND on 01274 730795 


The Editors of the Earth First! Ac- 
tion Update do not intend to encour- 
age people to carry out any illegal ac- 
tion. The Action Update is for infor- 
mation purposes only. 


Stop Anns Investments! 

Students occupied (lie roof of 
Liverpool University for an hour in 
protest against the university's direct 
investment in GEC and GNR arras 
companies. Attempts to occupy a 
meeting taking place mside the 
university to discuss ' university 
business’ where thwarted by security 
and police who prevented the 
demonstrators from entering. The 
students have demanded that the 
Liverpool’s University investment in 
the aims trade should be withdrawn 
and placed on the agenda for 
discussion. 

Mumia Must Live! 

Demonstrations took place all over 
the ryorld on International Day of 
Action for Mumia Abu- Jamal, a 
journalist and activist who has spent 
over 1 7 years on Death Row in the 
USA for a crime he didn’t commit 
Huge international protests have 
delayed his execution in the past, but 
now he is threatened again. A stay of 
execution is due to run out between the 
end of March and the start of April 
Tins is Mumia’s last chance for justice, 
and die international campaign is 
increasing pressure on the American 
state to prevent his execution. 

In Britain, just under 1000 people 
took part in the march and rally at 
Trafalgar Square, London 
150 activists and human rights 
campaigners marched through 
Broadmead shopping centre in Bristol 
Protests took place outside of two 
McDonald’s restaurants, the Disney 
Shop and in one of the shopping 
centre’s main meeting points. Music 
was provided by a local samba band 
and flyers mid information were 
distributed to the public 
In Newcastle, one person was 
arrested alter a rally at which an 
American flag was burnt as a symbol 
of oppression and of institutionalized 
racism within the penal system m the 
USA. The ashes of the flag were sent 
to the American Embassy, along with 
letters calling for the release of Mumia 
Around 50 people then marched to 
Benetton who recently launched an 
advertising campaign using Death Row 
prisoners. 

Demonstrations also took place in 
Birmingham, Coventry, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Nottingham and Sheffield. 

For more info, tel: 020 7538 
5821 or see www.mumia.org 




Guerilla Gardening is not a form 
of protest, however like many 
forms of protest Guerilla 
Gardening can empower the 
individual to be resourceful and 
self- reliant and to become a 
conscious part of the solution to 
many problems which face us both 
locally and globally. 

If we are to ever truly take 
control over our lives then learning 
to produce our own food (DiY food 
production & distribution) is 
essential. Shaping and nurturing 
our surrounding environment is 
among the most powerful of 
symbols for starting to break free 
of the cycle of supply and demand, 
liberating us from the role of 
passive consumers dependent on 
the biological and social 
monoculture of our urban spaces 
and alienated from a real 
understanding of the nature of the 
world around us and the most 
important aspects of our day to 
day survival. 

Of course the first prerequisite 
for growing our own food is land, 
the acquisition of which is 
financially beyond the means of 
most of us. With a lack of control 
of the land one of the greatest 
things most people have lost is a 
feeling of place and rootedness. 
Land has been commodified with 
exclusive property rights , 
distancing communities from their 
spaces. Capitalist-consumer 
culture severely limits our 
connection with the world, 
transforming us into consumers 
A/ith minimal involvement in the 
growing of food and the 
nanagement of previously common 
and. 


However there are always 
liberated spaces existing outside 
of state space in which we can 
experiment in and work with. By 
taking control of growing our food 
and gardening , alternative visions 
and solutions can be put in place 
which seek to reduce the discords, 
artificiality, pollution, parasitic 
nature and ugliness of the urban 
environment. This is not about 
living a utopian or reclusive 
lifestyle but about personal 
development, education, and 
emphasising the need to reclaim 
our food and land resources from 
unsustainable practices. However, 
Guerilla Gardening is more than a 
land reclamation project, it also 
makes use of under-used or unused 
land, resources and skills. 

What is required is the application 
of a little vision to the land around 
you: railway embankments, golf 
courses, carparks, overgrown bits 
of land at the work place etc. Then 
give a little thought to the 
surreptitious sewing of seeds - the 
only limits are those of your 


imagination! Herbs thriving on poor 
soils could be grown among thistles, 
rose bay willow herbs and boodle on 
desolate sites, a little known hole 
in a fence could give access to the 
local rich bastard's grounds -sew 
your seeds here among the 
undergrowth or venture further 
and indulge in some scrumping. 

How about the flower beds that 
adorn your town centre? You could 
grow your crops right in the heart 
of the consumer landscape. 

Such secret gardens could be 
maintained. with the minimum 
amount of effbrt, small amounts of 
compost carried in bags and weeds 
could be largely left alone as they 
provide camouf lage for your 
activities. A morning’s tour of a 
few camouflaged crops could Supply 
you with a week's worth of crops, 
especially if you take advantage of 
all the free food that grows wild - 
nettles, ramsoms (wild garlic), 
dandelions, chickweed, nuts and 
berries and some mushrooms and 
fungi. 



With increasing concern over the 
safety of chemically saturated 
industrialised food and especially 
the health, environmental and 
economic effects of GM foods; a 
' desire to decrease dependence on 
u large-scale producers controlling 
t our diets; an attempt to reduce 
food miles, and exploitative means 
V' of production; and in an act of 
personal responsibility, a desire for 
greater self-sufficiency and to 
create local growing spaces' within 
\ jj the city, what is stopping us all 
1 from becoming one of the many 
£ human colonists rooting in the 
cracks and crevices of the 
disintegrating city and digging for 
revolution? 




START SOWING THE SEEDS 
NOW' 

If you've never done rt bef ore, 
here's how... 

Pop the seeds in some seed 
compost ( not essential but helps - 
most good soil does the job for 
most seeds), water a little, give 
them loads of light, inside the 
home on a warm window sill if 
possible and wait for them to 
germinate. With some it helps to 
poop a piece of plastic over them 
with an elastic band to secure but 
take it off once they've 
germinated. If they're in small 
containers transfer them to bigger 
pots. Almost anything can be used 
as a pot as long as it has drainage 
holes. Then water them a little 
more, watch them grow and make 
sure they don't die before May 
Day. Happy planting. 


May Day Plans. 

This year on May Day, in London, 
Reclaim the Streets is planning a 
mass Guerilla Gardening action. 
Armed with trowels, seeds and 
imagination the plan is to set on 
board an urban adventure at the 
threshold of nature and culture 
and garden everywhere and 
anywhere. 

Picture thousands of Guerilla 



If you're not into the idea of 
Guerilla Gardening after all that... 
The idea for Mayday is that lots of 
autonomous actions will happen all 
over the country, and in London 
there will be lots of autonomous 
actions going on all day elsewhere 
throughout the day. 

There are numerous possibilities 


Gardeners , they have come to take ‘f° r autonomous actions including 
back what was once theirs, to land, housing and squatting issues, 
transform, a symbol of capitalism, various Capitalist enterprises, 
to return urban landscapes to their women's issues, animal rights, 


real usefulness - as provider of 
food, as public space where people 
meet face to face, discuss and 
participate directly in the 
remaking of their own city. 


prisons, asylum seekers etc... 

So far stuff is happening in 
Brighton (contact local group); 
Bristol (contact bristolmayday 


Come along and come prepared to ©angelfire.com or PO Box 13 


get your hands dirty. Bring with 
you everything you need to make a 
Guerilla Garden : a sapling, 
vegetable seedlings, f lowers, 
herbs, subvert the packaging of 
capital: turn designer trainers into 
plant pots, traffic cones into 
hanging baskets... 

You also need more seeds to give 
out before the action and on the 
day. Seeds are especially easy to 
liberate from places e.g. B&Q, 
Homebase, Woolworths, and some 
supermarkets. 

RTS has a whole wish list of stuff 
they need for the action and 
various ways you can get involved. 
Contact: 0171 281 4621; 
http://www.reclaimthestreets.net/ 

> wWw.reclaimthestreets.net 
For more details on guerilla 
gardening check websites 
http://www.primalseeds. 

grg/www.primalseeds.org 
FOR THIS EVENT MEET 11am 
1/5/00 PARLIAMENT SQUARE, 
LONDON. 
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Colston St, Bristol BS1 5BB). Also 
in Sheffield, Manchester & 
Southampton and others too! 
(contact local groups for details) 

In London there's a Critical Mass 
cycle ride on Friday (6pm 
Southbank) and on Sat-Sun 29-30 
April there's a conference with 
bookfair, film, workshops and 
discussions on everything from war 
to sexuality, prehistory to the 
internet (10-6pm Resource Centre 
356 Holloway Road, London N7, 
nearest tube Holloway Road). 
Sunday 30 th April there's the A30 
’event' in opposition to the 
Terrorism Bill (this is not an 
action.) A "Class of 2000" photo 
will be taken- come dressed for 
direct action (2pm Highbury Fields 
nearest tube Highbury & Islington, 
London; 0161 226 6814) On Mayday 
in London there's also a solidarity 
action for the Italian 
revolutionaries who have been 
framed (meet @ 11am Bond Street 
Tube Station). 


|Action Groups 


Bath EF! 

c/o PO Box 426. Bath 
Somerset BA1 2ZD 


Bristol EF! 
c/o Box 51 

Greenleaf Bookshop 
62 Colston Street 
Bristol BS1 5BB 
0117 939 3093 

Cambridge EF! 

Box E, 12. Mill Road 
Cambridge CB1 2AD 

Cheltenham EF! 

16 Portland Street 
Cheltenham 
Gloucs GL52 2PB 
hq@chelt- 
ef.freeseiveco.uk 


Exeter Environ. Network 

PO Box 185 

Exeter EX4 4EW , 

File EF! 

c/o 91 Soulh Street 
St. Andrews 
Fife KY16 9Q 
01334 47741 1 
Guildford Cl! 

PO Box 217 
Guildlord GUI 1WS 
fax 01 4 6.1 203212 
Iv rynt Id I Mon l I 1 
The GrennhouHO 

1 liovolyun T ounce 
Bangui, Gwynedd LL57 
1AX 01248 355821 
afu01b@bengor.ac uk 


Hull On Eaith 
c/o PO Box 43 
lull HU1 IAA 
Itwell Valloyt ( 1 
C/o Dept 29, 255 
Wilmslow Rd, 
Manchester Ml 4 5LW 
ivefi8>nematodc.f reeser 

VC co.uk 

l.l A I 

BoxZ, 13 Biddulph St. 
Leicester LE2 1 BH 
0116 210 9652 
Leeds EF!,c/oCRC, 

16 Sholebroke Avenue 
Leeds LS7 3HB 
0113 262 9365 
Ieedsef@ukf.net 
Liverpool EF! 

96 Bold Street 
Liverpool LI 4HY 

LuneAC (Lancaster) 
01524 593878 
luneac@joymail.com 

Manchester EF! 

Dept 29 

255 Wilmslow Road 
Manchester Ml 4 5LW 
0161 226 6814 
mancef@nematode. 
fneeserve.co.uk 

Mid -Somerset EF! 

PO Box 23. 5 High SI. 
Glastonbury. Somerset 
BA6 9PU 


Norwich Direct Action 
Forurn PO Mu. ■ i . ■ , 
Norwich NR2 3AL 
07931 308091 
Directaclionfoivm@ 
egroups.com 

Nottingham EF! 
c/o the Rainbow ctr 
182 Mansfield Road 
Nottingham NG1 3HW 
0115 958 5666 


Oldham EF! 
POBox 127 
< >t I ■' I AM ( >\ 4 II I 


Oxford Community Ar. Ik >r i 
Box E. Ill Magdalen 
Rd 

OXFORD 0X4 IRQ 


Reclaim the Streets 
PO Box 9656, London ' 
N4 4JY 0171 281 4621 
http://www.gn.apc.org/ 
rts/ 

rts@gnapc.org 

Reclaim the Valleys 
c/o Swansea 
Environment Centre 
Pier Street 

Swansea SA1 1 RY I 
Reading Road button. 

R.l S Cenlro 
35-39 London Sltnnl 
Reading 

Berkshim RG1 41". 

0118 954 0430 
ma dbus ton)@cln ro.net 

1 1 i i 

co / Brumbies Rosourco 
Centro, 62 Andovor at, 
Sheffield, S3 9EH 
0114 7797164 
jirnllinckory@yuhoo co.u 
k 


Soulh Devon EFI 
See Totnes Genetics 
Group 

FFI South-Control 
www mindslrn fraeiik.co 
m/ol 

Ef@m in<J9ta r. froouk. com 
Swansea People EFI 
c/o Green Action 
Swanson Uni SU 
Swansea , Wales 

South Wales Activism 
Network (SWAN) 

PO Box 70, Newport, 
NP1 0YD s wnngroup@ 
yohoo.com 


TAPP (Tynosldn Action 
for People A Plant!) 
POBox IT A 
Newcastle NB99 IT A 
tapp@nowcaa(lo54. 
froesvrvo.co.uk 

Wiliwn k I- FI 
c/o Groon Society 
Warwick Uni SU 
Coventry CV4 7AI. 
suuad@ 

csv Warwick nc uk 

Wildliic ( oil. . 1 1 vi 
PO Box 3249 
BrlghtonBNl 4SN 

Wolves Eco Action | 
c/o Wolves Hunt Sabs I 
Wolves Uni SU 
Wulfruna Street 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1LY 

York EF' 

c/o York LEAF 

PO Box 323. York 

Activists’ Legal Pioject 

18b < htrwtli ii i 

Oxford OX4 1BG 

01866243772 

nc tlvis tslognltjpgn . ap <: 

org 


Anarchist Toupol 
Mobilo Kilchon, Box B 
Public House Bookshop 
21 Little Preston Slrool 
Brighton BN1 2HQ 

Blatant Incilumorrt 
Project (outreach A 
small gioup support) 
c/o Mane LFl 
doinltQnomakxJe 
fmosnryo.co .uk 

Spirit ol IToodorn 
(Emit) Lib Prisoner*) 
c/o I ends I f i 
onithllbprlr,onor@ 
hotmall.com 

Aulhtben 
Biighton A Hove 
Unemployed Workers' 


Cenlre, 4 Crostwny 
Parade, Holllngdean 
Brighton UN I 7UL 
aufhebenD^Q 
yahoo, co uk ■ 
Corpumle Wnlch 
16h Chorwtll si 
Oxford OX4 1BG 
01805 791391 mail 
fOr:c >i ixjmtowatch.org 


PROPAGANDA 


Counter Information 
c/o T ransmission 
28 Kings Street 
Glasgow G1 5QP 


Do or Die 
c/o Prior House, 

6 Tilbury Place, 

Brighton BN 2 2GY 
itoonttp@ yahoo.co.uk 

FINs lor u full list of , 
(roe Information 
network!, A moro, send 
5AE to London FIN 
c/o 99 Torrlnlo Avenue 
tendon NWS 2RX 
I -Contact vldoo network 
76 Minn Roud, Bristol 
BS2 9TX, 

0117 914 0188 
/•confer: 

vlrfooiiotwo rk.org 

7 ho l oombreaker 
C/o Mane. hosier EF! 
Porter' Now-. 

5 Caledonian Road 

London Ni 9DY 

RodlX-aurope wide DA 
video landing library 
c/o Projaldwerkstatt 
( jostonhofir Hauptslr 50 
D 90443 NUernbcrg 
Germany 

■ 40 (0) 91 1 2875880 
RndiX@ 

pathflridorrmilcom 

Smash Hits 
DM Box 5538 
London WC1N3XX 

Word Country Activist 
( 0 pOX 0 ) 

Greenleaf Bookshop 
82 Colston Street 
Bristol BS1 5BB 
Undercurrents 
16b Chorwell St, Oxford, 
OX4 1BG 01865 203662 
unctonc@gn. apc.org 


CONTACTS 


Advisory Service for 
Squall ors 
2 Saint Pauls Road 
London NI 2QN 
0171 359 8814 
advico@ 

squat, frnoscrve.co.u k 
AL F Supporters Group 
BCM Box 1160 
London WC1N3XX 
/ 003021 61 6@ 
compuso rvQ.com 

Anarchist Federation 
c/o 84b Whitechapel 
High Streel 
London El 7QX 
Act@f3um.ucsd.edu 
http:www.afed.org.uk 

Anti-Fascist Action 
BM Box 1 734 
London WC1N3XX 

Anli-Quauy Action 
( AQUA ) 

Kimboily Mill Park 
King’s Sleignton 
TQ12 3NR 

01626 363844 

CAGE (againsl prison 

building) 

c/o Notts EF! 


Chiapas Link 
Box 79, 82 Colston 
Street, Bristol 


chiapaslink@yahoo com 

Disabled Action Network 
3 Crawley Road 
Wood Green, London 
N22 6AN 0181 88913 61 

tocofaories! 

c/o Leods EF! 

DELTA - 

Box 2, 13 Biddulph St, 
Leicester LE2 1BH 
X116 210 9652 
fynx@sn.npc.org 
www.oneworld.org/delt 
a 

Forest Action Network 
(as for Norfolk EF!) 
01603 611953 
fanuk@envirolink. org 


Genetic Engineering 
Network (GEN) 
/(asforJMS) 

•0181 3749516 
genetics@gn.apc.org 

GenetiX Snowball 
( open crop removal ) 
One World Centre 
6 Mount Street 
Manchester M2 5NS 
0161 834 0295 
gonotixsnowball@ 
onet.co.uk 
Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty 
Campaign, PO Box 
381, Cheltenham, Glos, 
GL50 1 YN 
0121 632 6460 
Hunt Saboteurs Assoc. 
PO Box 2786 
Brighton BN 2 2AX 
01273 622827 
hsa@gn.apc.org 

Industrial Workers 
ol the World 
75 Humberstone Gate 
Leicester LEI 1WB 

Ttie Land is Ours 
( see Oxford EF! ) 

01865 432920 
ofTice@ttio. demonco, uk 

Legal Defence A 
Monitoring Group 
BM Haven 
London WC1N3XX 
0181 5337116 
Making Waves 
PO Box 1377, Sheffield 
S36 4B2 01226 764279 
mpp3mo@aol. com 

"London GreenPeace & 
McLibel Support , 
Campaign 
5 Caledonian Road 
London NI 9DX 
0171 7131269 
info@jncspotlight. org 

No Opencast 
190 Shepherds Bush Rd 
London W6 7NL 
0171 603 1831 
The Rational Trust, 
(Wills, greenfields) 
c/o 21 Beaulieu Close, 
Swindon, SN5 8AQ 
0788 0592370 / 

0836 743581 

Schnews 

PO Box 2600 , Brighton , 
E. Sussex BN2 2DX 
01273 685913 

Solidarity Federation 
PO VBox 29, SW PDO, 
Manchester, Ml 5 5HW 
0161 232 7889 

Subvertise! 
c/o Box E 

111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford 
0X4 IRQ 
subs@verniiy.i- 
way.co.uk 

Third Battle of Newbury 
PO Box 5642 
Newbury RG14 5WG 
07000 785 201 


thirdbattle@hotmail. c om 
Trident Ploughshares 
2000 ( arrti-nuke direct 
disarmament ) 

01324 880744 ) 
iWp://mvw.j*n.apc.org 
/tp2Q00/ 

Totnes Genetics Group 
PO Box 77, Totnes 
Devon TQ95ZJ 
01803840098 


URGENT (greenfield 
housing network! 

Box HN . 161) Clicrwctl 
St Oxford 0X4 1BG 3 
01865 794 800 
info@urqent. org ■ uk 
mm.urgfcnl.orff. uk 


PROTEST CAMPS 


Peace Camp 
( alternative weekends ) 
33 Heron Road 
Bristol BS5 0LT 
0117 939 3 746 

Avon Ring Road Piotest 
Camp 

c/o 84 Colston Street 
Bristol BS1 5BB 
0797 999 0389 
Birmingham Northern 
Relief Road 
07931 161 761 

Faslane Peace Camp 
Shandon, Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire 
Scotland G84 8HT 
01436 820 901 

Friends of Lyminge 
Forest 

c/o 3 Abbott Road 
Folkstone, Kent CT20 
1NG 01303 257046/ 
078031738 
mer1in@envirolink. org 

Gonse Wood 

• (anli-AI 70 bypass) l 
,02082994244 
Www.gorsewood.omniia 
.co.uk 

Hockley Housing 
(near Soulhend) 

01702 206181/ 

0831 687635 

9 Ladies Anti Quarry 
Camp 

, Lees Cross, Lees Road 
Stanton Lees, Matlock, 
Derbyshire 

Http://pages.zoom.co.u 
k/~ ninela di es/ 

Park Nook Camp c/o 
Liverpool EF! 

0403176279 

Pressmennan Woods 
Camp c/o 7 Pitcox, 
Dunbar, EH42 IRQ 
01368 850630 


Kerrsal Green, London 

NW103PH 

07931 980534 

citizensmithuk@ 

holmail.com 

Kebele Community Ctr 
1 4 Robertson Road 
Eastville 
Bristol BS5 6JY 
01 1 7 939 9469 
kebele@rnarsband. 
com 

1 in 12 Club 
21-23 Albion Street 
BRADFORD. BD1 2LY 
01274 734160 

Worthing Anarchist 
Teapot 

PO box 4144, Worthing 
West Sussex BN14 7NZ 
teapot @ worthing eco- 
action.org 


Sellafield Women’s 
Peace Camp • 
(bi-monthly) Box Z 
( see Leeds EF! ) 
“13 262 1534 


56a Infoshop 
! 56 Crampton Street 
London SE17 3AE 
Open 2-8pm Thurs & Fri 
Autonomous Centre of 
Edinburgh 

1 7 West Monlgorrjery 
Place, Edinburgh EH7 
5HA 0131 557 6242 
ace@punk org.uk 

A-Spiro( see Leeds EF! ) 
a-spire@geocities.com: 
autonomous zone 

Citizen Smith 

Old Community Centre 

161 College Road 


People’s Global Action ( 
againsl WTO and 
neotiberalism ) 

+ 4122 344 4731 
info@agp.org 

Pobal Ari Dulra 
242 Sunset Drive 
Cartron Point, Sligo 
Eire +353 71 44348 

Poland EF! ‘ 

PO Box 40, 43-304 
Bielsko-Biala 4 Poland 
+48-33 183153 
waplenica@ 
pnrwi .most org p 

Rainbow Keepers 
P O.Box 52, Kasimov 
391330, Russia 
+7(09131)4 15 14 
www.cliat.ru/~tw2000 


An Talamh Glas 
4 Ashgrove, Seacrest 
Knocknacarra, Eiie 
roberta@indigo ie 

A SEED Europe 
PO Box 92066, 1090 AB 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20 6682236 
aseedeur@antenna nl 

Autonomous Green 
Action, POB4721, 
Station E, Ottawa 
Ontario K1S 5H9 
Canada 

soy@igs net 

Action For Social 
Ecology 

Box 34089, 10026 
Stockholm, Swedon 
ekologisten@usa net 

Australian EF! AU 
ef au@hotmail.co m 

Car Busters 
Kratka 26, 100 00 
Praha 10, Czech Rep. 
+(420) 2781 0849 
carbusters@ 
wnnadoo.fr 

Coast Mountains EF 1 
1472 Commercial Drive 
Box 128, Vancouver 
V5L 3X9 Canada 
+1 604 708 9660 

Czech Republic EF! 
Zeme piedevsim! 
POBox 237, 16041 
Prague 6, Czech Rep. 
zemeprodovsim@ecn.c z 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, Eugene OR 
97440 USA 
+ 1-541-344 8004 
earthhrst@igc. ape org 

Ecodefence! 

Moskovsky prospekt 
120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
, Russia 

ocodeferice@glas.apc.o 

/g 

Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 
33610 Tampere 61 
Finland 

ransu@sci.fi 

FIN 

Umweltprojeklwerkslatl 
Yorckstrasse 59 HH 
10965 Berlin, Germany 
+49 (0) 30 78913144 
umprowe@ 
jpl3erlin.berlinet.cle 
Groene Front!, 

Postbus 85069, 3058 
AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
groenfr@dds.nl 
Green Action Israel 
PO Box 461 1 , T el-Aviv 
Zip Code 61046 Israel 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 
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Prisoners Update 

This is a more comprehensive list than usual. This duplicates some details in earlier issues, but we feel 
an update like this is needed as prisoners are sometimes forgotten and don’t get written to. More 
addresses and details of pnsoner support groups available from Earth Liberation Prisoners Network 
BM Box 2407, London WC1N 3XX. 

J18 prisoners: 


Robert Thaxton #12112716, O.S.P. 2605 
Stae St. Salem, OR 97310, USA. 

Christopher Smith #1370034, 101 W. 5* 
Eugene, OR 97401, USA. (remand) 

Kuldip Bajwa D7230. HMP Brixton, Jebb Ave, 
London SW2 5XF. 

Sean Brown BP5610. HMYOI Ashfield, 
Sherwood Rd., Pucklechurch, Bristol 
BS168LY. 

Jeff Booker DN7071 . HMP Elmley, 
Eastchurch, Sheemness ME12 40Z. 

Stuart Tokam DN7072. HMP Brixton. 

Thomas WaH FF4431. HMP Belmarsh, 
Western Way, thameshead, London SE28 
0EB. 

Jon Barnett FB5538 HMYOI Bedfont Rd. 
Feltham, TW13 4ND. 

Animal Liberation Prisoners: 

Aaron Rudra P.B.43, 5726 Vaksdal, Norway. 
(10 months for arson on abbattoir.) 

Arild Eriksen Avd. P.B. 230, Nyborg, 5871 
Bergen, Norway (8 months for arson on meat 
lorries.) 

(Both of the above expecting parole fairly 
soon.) 

Justin Samuel, Hasselt Prison, 

Marteianenland 42, 3500, Hasselt, Belgium 
(Awaiting extradition to USA for alleged 
release of mink from fur farms.) 

Tony Humphries AP7965. HMP Swaleside, 
Brabazon Rd. Eastchurch, Sheemess, Kent 
ME12 4DZ. (Serving 7 and 2 years 
concurrently.) 

Gregg Avery of the Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty campaign has been jailed for 4 
months for allegedly threatening to kill a HLS 
wofker. He is at HMP Bedford St Loyes St 
Bedford, B40 1HG. Prison number unknown. 

Barry Home VC2141 has recently been 
moved to: HMP Belmarsh Western Way, 
Thamesmead, London SE28 DEB. 

Mel Broughton DY8216 has been moved to 
HMP The Mount, Molyneaux Avenue, 
Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead 
Herst HP3QNZ 


Other prisoners: 

Mikko Valtonen is a conscientious objector 
who has refused to do military service on the. 
grounds that it violates his vegan ethics. 
Suomenlinnantyosiirtola, Suomenlinna C 86 
00190 Helsinki, Finland. 

Leonard Peltier #89637-132, PO Box 1000, 
Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. An American 
Indian Astivist serving double life for the 
alleged murder of 2 FBI agents. Despite 
recent problems, Leonard is now receiving 
medical attention and thanks are sent to all 
who wrote on his behalf to the appropriate 
authorities. 

Silvano Pellissero. Address unknown. 
Sentenced in feb.2000 for alleged " : ■ ; V,- 
involvement in sabotaged rail tine i 
construction in Italian Alps. Soledad Maria 
Rosas and Edoardo Massari died while in 
custody awaiting trial for same acts. 

Helen Woodson, 03231-045 FMC Carswell, 
POB 27137 Admin Unit, Fort Worth, TX 
76127 USA. Sentenced to 27 years for 
demanding money with a fake gun, then 
burning the money, denouncing corporate evil 
while doing so. Also convicted of sending 
letters to corporate officials and of 
Ploughshares-style damage to nuclear 
missile silo. Expected release 2005. 

Robert H. Wilson/ Standing Deer #640289, 
Pack Unit One 2400 Wallace Pack Rd. 
Navasota, TX 77869, USA. Life in prison after 
he exposed a government plot to kill Leonard 
Peltier. 

Lenny Chavez c/o SAIIC PO Box 28703, 
Oakland CA 94694 USA. AIM activist. 
Sentenced for injuring, in self defence, an 
Ayryan group member who assaulted him. 

Dennis Bruce Walker MIN245312, PO Box 
656, Grafton 2460, NSW Australia. Aboriginal 
activist jailed for incident related to protection 
of Ancient Aboriginal site. 


Terrorists? 

Events and actions are taking place all 
over in opposition to the Terrorism Bill 
which had its third reading on die 1 5 th 
March, mid is due to get royal assent 
very soon. 

In Brighton, a squatted community 
centre was opened for two weeks. 
Upstairs, there was a stage for various 
performances, including ‘Genetically 
Modified Children 1 for kids. 

Downstairs were a sitting area, leaflet, 
display, exhibition space, kitchen, kid’s 
play area and a video room where 
action vids were shown. Various events 


took place each day, including 
discussions, slideshows, a direct action 
conference, theatre, bands, D.Js, 
cabaret, and ‘Terrorist Blind Date’ (!?). 
Free tea, coffee and a ‘terrorist 1 dish of 
the day were available, and the 
atmosphere inside the centre was really 
good. 

In Manchester, an April Fool’s Da.y 
Parade is happening to celebrate 
resistance and make a mockery of the 
Terrorism Bill. 

In Newcastle, 20 people did a 15 mile 
inarch from the grave of north east 



April 


All mouth - World Month for Lab Animals 
1-7 Resistahce is Fertile Week of Action 
against GM foods www. 
ResistanceisfeEtile.com 

1 Aldermaston Women’s Camp. Contact 
07808 553778 

2 CND Picnic RAF Croughton. Contact 
Oxford 726441. 

1 April Fools Day Parade Against Terrorism 
Bill. Manchester. Contact 0161 226 6814 
1 Is the Base Foolproof? Demo at Faslane 
Nuclear Base. Contact: 0 1436 820901. 

.1 Nationwide leafletting of bettmg shops m 
protest against Grand National. Contact 
Animal Aid 01732 364546. 

6 Critical Mass Newcastle Meet 5 15pm 
Haymarket. 

8 “Taking Control” event, 1 in 12 club, 
Bradford. 10-5pm, followed by disco/gig. 
Workshop on practical steps towards taking 
control of your life. Contact 01274 734 160. 
22 World Day for Lab Animals. National 
Deino at Ihuitingdon Life Sciences, 
vivisection labs. Contact 0121 632 6460. 
29-30 Mayday 2000 Conference. * . 

May 

1 Mayday 2000 International Workers’ Day 
Contact BM Mayday, London WC1N 3 XX, 
tel: 020 8374 5027. 

4 Day of Action against Bae systems. 

Contact CAAT 020 728 1 0297. 

1 8-25 Aldermaston Trident Ploughshares 
2000 camp Contact 01324 880 744. 

June 

3 First ever Mass Moon, 3pm Buckingham 
Palace Contact 

inoveagamstmon@hotmaiI . com 

7-11 Earth First Summer Gathering, North 

Wales 

Contact smnmergathering@yahoo.com 
Norwich Direct Action Forum PO Box 487, 
NR2 3AL. 


Suffragette Emily Davison to a statue 
of Joseph Cowen (champion of 
workers rights at home and revolution 
abroad), to celebrate the radical history 
of the north east, aud highlight the 
people who could have been and will 
be criminalized by the Terrorism Bill. 
Protestors who were dressed as 
Suffragettes, GM protestors, ANC 
supporters, striking workers etc, 
included former miner Dave Douglass, 
human rights campaigners, direct 
actioneers. Trident Ploughshares and 
others. 




Fancy protesting in Ireland? 

The Glen of the Downs Nature 
Reserve Vigil (in it's third year) 
continues. Glen Guardians were told by 
Duchas [the Government Heritage 
Department] that the camp building 
would be soon pulled down. The 
campaign continues in every way 
possible, and the Glen needs a new 
generation! Many activists have been 
forced to the sideline with injunctions 
hanging over their heads, so new faces 
are needed to go to the Glen for a day 
or two, or as long as you want. 

At the end of February, five female 
and eight ma^e protesters were ordered 
to attend the High Court to answer 
allegations of breaching an Injunction 
not to interfere with the work of 
Wicklow County Council and not to 
trespass on Council land. 

The Council asked the Judge for a 
new form of Undertaking, requiring an 
oath to not interfere with works, not 
trespass on Council land, and not "to 
enter any of the adjoining lands 
occupied by Duchas comprising a 
nature reserve which is now closed to 
the public". Despite protests by their 
Counsel, the Judge insisted that they 
either swear to that Undertaking, or be 
sent to prison. They unanimously 
refused, and were jailed. Some later 
signed the undertaking and were 
released, but 4 remain in prison. Please 
write to Tony Baird, Dominic Woolf 
and Hugh MacLochlainn who are all in 
Cloverhill Prison, Clondalkin, Dublin 
22, Ireland, and Diana Peuker (a 
German national) who is in Mountjoy 
Women's Prison, North Circular Road, 
Dublin, Ireland. 

For info, or directions to the camp, 
contact gienofthedowns@ireland.com 

Apologies to those without email for only including 
email contacts on some articles. We try and include 
phone numbers whenever possible. 


Fidelity Investments- Shares in 
Genocide 

Activists from Manchester Earth First! 
have taken action in support of the U'wa 
people who are fighting against Oxy oil 
drilling on their sacred lands in 
Columbia. On Friday 1 7th March, 
eight people called round on the UK 
northern regional offices of Fidelity 
Investments [a major shareholder of 
Oxy], with a few choice words to put 
forward about the situation in 
Colombia. Staff at the office w ere 
caught completely by surprise as suited 
up crusti.es randomly wandered the 
office, locking on to delicate computer 
equipment and reorganising a few 
filing systems. For some reason the 
office manager called the Police who 
sped around en masse, arriving within 
five to ten minutes. Four police vans 
parked up outside the mnocuous- 
iooking building and 16 TAG officers 
jumped out onto King’s Street in the 
centre of Manchester’s financial 
district, attracting a lot of attention. 

Other activists held up a banner outside 
the building denouncing Fidelity, and 
handed out Rainforest Action Network 
leaflets, along with some home made 
Fidelity shares in grief, pain, suicide, 
war, U’wa land, rainforest and 
genocide. The protestors were finally 
ejected from the building after about an 
hour and a half, with one arrest (for 
hiding in a stationary cupboard and 
wedging a rubber stop under the door) 
and leaving behind a dismantled 
computer monitor and 
stand, http : / /www. snet co uk/efi 
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Solidarios con Itoiz 

For the last 15 years thousands of 
local people have fought against the 
Itoiz dam, in. the Basque Country. The 
dam is destructive to nature, a danger 
to public safety, socially and culturally 
destructive, and surrounded by a web 
of governmental corruption. The local 
people brought the case to the Supreme 
Court of Spain, which ruled that the 
dam was illegal. However, the 
construction of the dam continues to 
this day. 

Members of the Solidanos con Itoiz 
are touring Europe protesting against 
the dam They recently scaled the 
dome of St Peter’s in the Vatican. 

Also, the opening ceremony of the 
World Water Forum, in The Hague 
was completely disrupted half an hour 
after its beginning. Two members of 
Solidanos con Itoiz jumped on to the 
stage where Abu-Zeid, Chairman of the 
World Water Council was giving his 
inaugural speech. The two protestors, 
who were wearing only painted 
slogans, handcuffed themselves to each 
other while shouting slogans against 
the Itoiz Dam and water privatisation. 
Security guards removed them 
violently, while Abu- Zeid tried to 
cany on as if nothing was happening! 

A 3rd protester chained herself to a 
chair, while a fourth person hung from 
the balcony of the hall showing a 
banner that said: NO TO WATER 
PRIVATIZATION. Another naked 
protestor emerged from the audience 
and yet another climbed a wail to hang 
a banner reading ‘SOS ITOIZ’. 

Six members of the group were 
arrested, and have now been released 
Neither the politician’s speeches nor 
the performing ladies managed to 
attract the audience’s attention away 
from the Solidarios con Itoiz, and their 
message was heard loud and clear. 
hUpy/ww w, s-o-s -itoiz.org uk 
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